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“Love One Another Deeply from the Heart” 
3rd Sunday of Easter: 26 April 2020 

Salado UMC, Salado, Texas                  
Sermon Text: 1 Peter 1:17-23 

++++++++++++++++ 
“Wars teach us not to love our enemies, but to hate our allies” 

(W. L. George) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 When we read letters/epistles from our New Testament, we are in a sense reading 
someone else’s mail. To be sure, the New Testament authors write to us as offspring of those 
first Christian communities. But, in another sense, those Christians, some whose identity we 
know and some we do not know, originally wrote their epistles to people and places far from 
Salado, Texas—in both time and geography. We cannot be entirely certain as to the precise 
circumstances surrounding either the transmission or the reception of New Testament letters. 
We know, for example, interpretation differs depending on a person’s viewpoint.  

For example: The weighty 19th century preacher, Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887), 
brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe, was constantly involved in controversy. It was not unusual 
for Beecher to receive criticism. Once, after stating his position on a particularly vexing subject, 
he received a letter that included only one word: “FOOL.” The following Sunday, Beecher took 
the letter to the pulpit and said, “In my lifetime I have received many letters from people who 
forgot to sign their names. This is the first time I have ever received a letter from a person who 
signed his name, but forgot to write the letter” (Homiletics, July-September, 1993, Volume 5, 
Number 3, p. 53). 
 When we read a text like 1 Peter, we need to take care that we are not overly confident as 
to what the author actually meant and how readers in fact grasped the epistle. Yet there are 
some truths that bear examination. Hear the text: 

[17] If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to 
their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. [18] You know that you 
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with 
perishable things like silver or gold, [19] but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without defect or blemish. [20] He was destined before the foundation of 
the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. [21] Through him 
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so 
that your faith and hope are set on God. [22] Now that you have purified your souls by 
your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another 
deeply from the heart. [23] You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God (1 Peter 1:17-23). 
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 First, the author issues a condition writing: “If you invoke . . .”  Thus, the writer focuses on 
the persons to whom he writes the letter. The recipients are those who “live in reverent fear.” 
That is, faithful people who worship God. They are people who experienced the awe/wonder of 
God. The biblical word “fear” is as good as meaning “living with the full respect for the majestic, 
but also imposing, nature of God Almighty.” After all, God is pure “holiness.” 
 Second, 1 Peter insists that these Christians have a much richer inheritance now in Christ 
than they previously had from their ancestors. The writer states to the recipients (and therefore 
to us by extension): “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ.” In Christ, they now have a lasting possession—not something fleeting. To the readers 
he continues: “Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and 
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.” Trust, faith, and hope now are all 
set in God. This is the absolute promise of God and ratified as a covenant in Jesus’ resurrection. 
 We all want something we can count on and we want something in which we can place our 
trust. We live in a world where everyone and everything calls for us to be like them or to use 
whatever product they happen to be promoting. The gist is that we often forget who we are. In 
our forgetfulness, others tempt us to let them define us. And never worry; there are plenty of 
folks willing to offer you an identity. They say follow the crowd. They say believe this or put 
your trust in that. 

I regularly feel badly for today’s youth. The culture shapes our youth—through media, 
movies, and television—telling them that people are merely consumers. Or that people are 
little else but sexual beings. Or that people are nothing but a brain and education is the only 
important thing in life. Some transmit to young people and adults that we are autonomous, 
free-thinking individuals, who answer only to ourselves. 
 Yet, 1 Peter reminds its original readers—and us—that we are God’s people. As Paul writes 
to the church at Corinth: “You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of human 
masters” (1 Corinthians 7:23). In God’s gift to people, we have “genuine mutual love.” And not 
only that but, we can now “love one another deeply from the heart.” Anyone loved deeply and 
well by another person understands the importance of the divinely super-charged love of God 
in Christ. Little wonder the writer reminds us that this kind of love is more precious than 
“perishable things like silver or gold.” 
 Third, often people think that faith in Christ is like a fantastic silver-bullet. That is, our faith 
protects us from all of life. Faith, they think, shelters us from events life throws at us. Honestly, 
faith does not protect us from adversity as much as faith gives us a way to cope with it. We 
each experience disappointment and suffering. How we experience these verities of human life 
is what Christ offers us. 
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 A former Chancellor of the University of California at Irvine, Daniel Aldrich, tells of receiving 
a package from a former student. The package held a student’s diploma. Fixed to the diploma 
was a letter complaining that the diploma had not helped him find a job. 
 Aldrich mailed the diploma back to the graduate with a note attached: “Keep the diploma, 
you earned it. But you should know that the purpose of a university is not to guarantee you 
victory in life, but to equip you for the struggles of life” (from an unpublished sermon by Rev. 
Dan Flanagan, Nebraska Annual Conference, UMC).  
 The Chancellor’s message applies to a Christian life too. God never promises that we will 
walk through life without trouble or difficulty. But God does promise us that if we are people of 
faith, then Jesus Christ walks with us into each struggle we face. To impress upon readers what 
a mighty force the life in Christ is, 1 Peter reminds us that this is the same Jesus Christ whom 
God raised from the dead. 
 So, if this kind of savior appeals to you, then you are one of those who can answer 
affirmatively to the conditional clause that suggests, “If you invoke as Father the one who 
judges all people impartially according to their deeds, [then] live in reverent fear.”  Amen. 
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