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“Got Your Goat” 
Salado UMC, Salado, Tx 76571—Preaching Text: Matthew 25:31-46 

22 November 2020—25th Sunday after Pentecost   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“It is better to live for one day as a tiger than to live for a thousand years as a sheep” –Tibetan Proverb.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Today is the last Sunday of the church year and is, therefore, an important day from 
which to look not only backwards toward our recent past, but also forward toward our 
future as God’s people. The church calls this Sunday Christ the King or Reign of Christ 
Sunday. We stand at the intersection of the old Christian year and the new Christian 
year as we celebrate our call to ministry to the King of Kings. Hear the day’s lesson, 
Matthew 25:31-46, “The Judgment of the Nations:” 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  
 
37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was 
it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family,[a] you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for 
I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  
 
44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24046a


2 
 

did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life” (Matthew 25:31-46). 
 

 Augustine wrote that when Christians borrow from pagans for God’s purposes, it is 
similar to the Israelites “plunder[ing] the Egyptians” (Exodus 3:22). As Israel takes the best 
“jewelry of silver and gold . . . ” we borrow Stephen Covey’s second habit. This habit 
teaches a viewpoint that we “begin with the end in mind” (The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, Simon & 

Schuster, New York, 1989, pp. 95 ff.). The church’s word for what Covey describes is “judgment.” To 
begin with the end in mind is to start an undertaking from a perspective of its 
conclusion. Jesus’ parable, “The Judgment of the Nations” offers stewards/believers a 
glimpse of what faithfulness to God looks like at its conclusion. 
 Judgment is a chief theme of today’s parable which Jesus told the last week of his 
life according to Matthew. The word “judgment” in Greek is the word “crisis.” Crisis 
means “deciding time,” and this is our parable’s point. Jesus does not ask what the 
sheep or the goats have done with their lives. Rather Jesus tells them what they have 
done. The crisis resolution hangs on how they treated the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, 
the foreigners, the sick, and the prisoners in their midst. 
 In the Last Judgment parable (or the Judgment of the Nations), Jesus does not seem to care 
about a confession of faith. Jesus never asks either group what they think about him. All 
present are believers. Jesus’ basis for division hinges exclusively on how each group 
treated the last, the lost, and the least. According to Matthew, salvation belongs not 
mechanically to those who have faith, but rather to those who DO faith. In this parable 
everyone—everyone—is surprised. Perhaps Matthew wants readers to understand that 
Jesus is judge because Jesus sees things as God sees them. 
 In 1991 Albert Brooks produced a film called “Defending Your Life.” Brooks plays the 
role of Daniel Miller, an insecure but likable “whiner;” killed in a head-on automobile 
collision at the film’s beginning. Afterward, Daniel arrives in Judgment City, which looks 
very much like the world he left behind—only nicer. As it turns out, Judgment City 
evaluates people’s lives to determine whether they should move forward to the next 
level of existence or go back to earth and have another crack at living.  

The entire movie and its premise offer us pause for reflection. Each moment of 
life God plays on a large screen in front of all our friends, family, coworkers, and perfect 
strangers. No one edits our film. It plays in the video screening room just as it 
happened—both in its good parts and in its bad. Imagine seeing your life in this fashion. 
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 One thing we believe is that, fortunately for us, God does not see the story of our 
lives as we see the story of our lives. God sees as God sees. This becomes our saving 
grace. When we think about judgment, we can appreciate “beginning with the end in 
mind.” When we begin with the end in mind, we visualize life’s process in which we 
stand in the middle. In the midst of a forest, it is difficult to see the trees. When we are 
in the midst of life, we have difficulty seeing life and its purpose clearly. This is why 
judgment is not so much a negative force with which we must contend, but rather an 
opportunity to see the purposes for which God created us. 
 For believers this perspective reminds us that as we live out our faith, the small 
kindnesses we show others is part of the reason “we live and move and have our being” 
(Acts 17:28). God created us for community. In community we do not extend comfort to 
others for the good we will receive in return. Rather, we offer to others for this is the 
way God intended people to live. Thinking about our end helps us thrive in the present. 
 

David N. Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado, TX 76571 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


