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“Land Rest” 
Salado UMC, Salado, Tx 76571 

Preaching Text: Leviticus 25:1-13  
4 October 2020—18th Sunday after Pentecost  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“Anybody can observe the Sabbath, but making it holy surely takes the rest of the week”  

(Alice Walker, In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 My father in law used to say that if you had money to invest, then you should invest in 
land. The reason, according to him: “God decided to quit making land.” Land has always had 
high value. From the beginning of Genesis, land was prominent in God’s relationship with the 
world and especially human beings. All the way back at Genesis 1:9 ff., we read about God 
separating light and dark. Then we read that God “separated the waters under the dome from 
the waters above the dome.” “God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky come together into one 
place so that the dry land can appear.’ And that’s what happened.”  
 In a second creation account, Genesis 2:4b-25 tells us the story of God’s establishment of 
the garden of Eden. Since it had not rained and the ground had no water, there was no 
vegetation. Genesis 2:5 relates that “there was still no human being to farm the fertile land.” 
We might make a case that one of the reasons for the creation of people was simply the 
agrarian function of farming—tilling and caring for the garden—the land.  
 In due course, the Genesis creation account tells of four rivers: the Pishon, the Gihon, the 
Tigris, and last of all, the Euphrates (Genesis 2:11-14). We then read at Genesis 2:15 that “The Lord 
God took the human and settled him in the garden of Eden to farm it and to take care of it.” 
The first role of the human was to be a farmer caring for the land. The man and ultimately his 
spouse become the first stewards, or managers, of the land. This farming and land management 
seems almost second nature to the humans—at least in the beginning. 
 Yet because of humans behaving badly (read: sin), we see that God placed an affliction on 
them. God said “cursed is the fertile land because of you; in pain you will eat from it every day 
of your life” (Genesis 3:17). From land being an absolute blessing after the fashion of a perfect 
garden, the land now becomes a burden with which the farmer must now contend. 
 We need not read too far into Genesis to recognize a further conflict soon emerging over 
land use and its import in the second generation. The story of Cain and Abel is near the 
beginning of human civilization according to Genesis 4. We guess Cain was among the first 
human farmers. Of course, reading further, we also understand that his brother, Abel, was 
without doubt a type of early shepherd—a herdsman.  
 In time, each brother brought Yahweh a sacrifice—one sacrifice God accepted, the other 
God rejected. Cain, whose sacrifice God rejected, was plainly both annoyed and infuriated. He 
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then took his brother into the field and “Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him” (Genesis 

4:8). Thus, the way each brother made use of the land, led to consequences.  
 Practically all people have a relationship with the land. The relationship may be colossal or 
slight. Yet, we are all “grounded” in one sense or another by the land we occupy. In fact, the 
word Adam (adama in Hebrew) is the word for earth, clay, soil, or dirt. As you remember, Yahweh 
used earth’s dust to fashion Adam. This is how close we are to our origins. Genesis 3:19 (NRSV) 
reminds us that God said to the man: “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you 
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
The CEB translation is less rousing, but the bottom line here too is: “you are soil, to the soil you 
will return.” 
 Subsequently, when we get to the covenant that Yahweh creates between God and 
Abraham, we see three distinct elements: a promised land, descendants, and a promise of a 
great name. Note that even as we begin the Bible story anew with Abraham, the narrative 
begins with the hope of a land of promise. Later, we will know to call it a land “flowing with 
milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8). Hear the day’s lesson, The Sabbatical Year and Jubilee: 

25 The Lord said to Moses on Mount Sinai, 2 Speak to the Israelites and say to them: Once you 
enter the land that I am giving you, the land must celebrate a sabbath rest to the Lord. 3 You will 
plant your fields for six years, and prune your vineyards and gather their crops for six years. 4 But 
in the seventh year the land will have a special sabbath rest, a Sabbath to the Lord: You must not 
plant your fields or prune your vineyards. 5 You must not harvest the secondary growth of your 
produce or gather the grapes of your freely growing vines. It will be a year of special rest for the 
land. 6 Whatever the land produces during its sabbath will be your food—for you, for your male 
and female servants, and for your hired laborers and foreign guests who live with you, 7 as well 
as for your livestock and for the wild animals in your land. All of the land’s produce can be eaten. 

8 Count off seven weeks of years—that is, seven times seven—so that the seven weeks of years 
totals forty-nine years. 9 Then have the trumpet blown on the tenth day of the seventh month. 
Have the trumpet blown throughout your land on the Day of Reconciliation. 10 You will make the 
fiftieth year holy, proclaiming freedom throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It will be a 
Jubilee year for you: each of you must return to your family property and to your extended 
family. 11 The fiftieth year will be a Jubilee year for you. Do not plant, do not harvest the 
secondary growth, and do not gather from the freely growing vines 12 because it is a Jubilee: it 
will be holy to you. You can eat only the produce directly out of the field. 13 Each of you must 
return to your family property in this year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:1-13 (CEB)). 

I want to share three things about this text, although I am quite aware that most of us have 
little practical everyday connection with its topic—the Sabbatical Year and Jubilee. 

 1) The Jubilee Year sounds crazy to us. Yet, its intent was to prevent generational 
poverty. Jubilee is that measurement of time, “seven years of seven years,” when Israel 
freed its slaves and returned land to its original owners. In a jubilee year everything begins 
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afresh with the cancellation of all debts. Jubilee means a new beginning for the people of 
God. Yahweh revives the people of Israel. It is the ultimate “bailout!!!” 
 2) Every seventh year the farmers or the occupants of the land let the land rest or lie 
fallow. Letting the land lay unplanted is a biblical teaching to the Israelites. To let their 
lands rest every seventh year reminds Israel that the land belongs to God. Just as people 
need a day of Sabbath to rest and worship, so too does the land need a breather. This 
seventh year is a Sabbath year, a year of rest as the seventh day is a Sabbath day, a day of 
rest in the Lord. We are always mindful that we belong to God. We do not simply belong to 
the material world in which we work and play. 

3) Creation care has become a prominent topic of discussion in Christian congregations 
and seminaries during the last few decades. There is disagreement about human 
responsibility for climate change, of course. We ask to what extent we should limit human 
activity for the purpose of preservation of endangered species and habitats. Even so, 
scripture makes clear that God takes pleasure in creation. Our role as stewards requires 
that we appreciate creation and take our responsibility as stewards seriously. Our faith 
prepares all of us for life and a bond with God and other people. 
A story I remember teaches us that it is only in very rare situations that we can let others 

can do our preparation for us. 
A certain potato farmer did not pay his taxes. So, the authorities jailed him. His spouse 
wrote: “Now, what am I supposed to do? You are in jail, and it’s time to plant the 
potatoes. There is no way I can plow the field.” 
 
The husband wrote back from jail: “Don’t plow the field. That’s where I hid the money!” 
 
His wife fired back a letter: “You dumb bunny. Don’t you know they read all letters from 
that jail? Yesterday, the FBI, the IRS, and the sheriff’s office were out here digging up our 
field. Now what am I supposed to do?” 
 
Then came his quickly written response, “Now you can plant the potatoes!” 
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