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“Tithing as Stewardship of God’s Resources” 
Confirmation Sunday 
Salado UMC, Salado, Tx 76571 

Preaching Text: Deuteronomy 14:22-29  
11 October 2020—19th Sunday after Pentecost  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“Generosity is giving more than you can, and pride is taking less than you need” 

Kahlil Gibran (1883 - 1931). 
“Giving is a necessity sometimes . . . more urgent, indeed, than having” 

(Margaret Lee Runbeck). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
22 You must reserve a tenth part of whatever your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the tenth part of 
your grain, wine, oil, oldest offspring of your herds and flocks in the presence of the Lord your God in 
the location he selects for his name to reside so that you learn to fear the Lord your God at all times.  
 
24 But if the trip is too long, because the location the Lord your God has selected to put his name is far 
away from where you live so that you can’t transport the tenth part—because the Lord your God will 
certainly bless you— 25 then you can convert it to money. Take the money with you and go to the 
location the Lord your God selects. 26 Then you can use the money for anything you want: cattle, sheep, 
wine, beer, or whatever else you might like. Then you should feast there and celebrate in the presence 
of the Lord your God, along with your entire household. 27 Only make sure not to neglect the Levites 
who are living in your cities because they don’t have a designated inheritance like you do. 
 
28 Every third year you must bring the tenth part of your produce from that year and leave it at your city 
gates. 29 Then the Levites, who have no designated inheritance like you do, along with the immigrants, 
orphans, and widows who live in your cities, will come and feast until they are full. Do this so that the 
Lord your God might bless you in everything you do (Deuteronomy 14:22-29). 
 

Background—the Book of Deuteronomy: The words from which we derive the 
name of the fifth book of the Pentateuch/Hebrew Bible mean “second law.” Perhaps the 
title inheres in the book’s opening lines. In Deuteronomy 1:1-3 we read: “These are the 
words that Moses spoke to all Israel . . . in the fortieth year” of the wilderness trek. The 
book recasts the “Mosaic law” via Moses’ speeches to Israel. Thus, Deuteronomy 
summarizes the law from Exodus. Moses speaks a lot in this book to a people who seem 
rather dense. These Hebrews seem oblivious to what Yahweh has done for them. They 
also apparently forget their part of the covenant with Yahweh. Accordingly, near the 
conclusion of Deuteronomy, we read where Moses reminds Israel, which he has led for 
forty years, that they have two paths before them. One path leads to life; the other to 
death. Moses speaks a word on behalf of Yahweh: “Today I’ve set before you life and 
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what’s good versus death and what’s wrong. If you obey the Lord . . . then you will live . 
. . if your heart turns away and you refuse to listen . . . [then] I’m telling you right now 
that you will definitely die” (Deuteronomy 30:15-20). This is a model expression of 
“Deuteronomic theology.” We might also call it on occasion, a “blame the victim” 
theology.  
 The Bible describes “Deuteronomic theology” as, if you do well, then God will bless 
you. Stray, then God will punish you. In two weeks, we will study Job 38, which, in my 
judgement, contradicts this kind of theology. Job is honorable and just. He did nothing 
to warrant his suffering. Yet, Job suffers. 
 Deuteronomy 14:22-23: Virtually, everything in our lesson flows from the first 
verse. It reads: “You must reserve a tenth part of whatever your fields produce each 
year.” From Exodus 31:18 onward, Israel and Yahweh are in an explicit covenant 
relationship. We read in Exodus 31:18, “When God finished speaking with Moses on 
Mount Sinai, God gave him the two covenant tablets, the stone tablets written by God’s 
finger.” In this covenant relationship, the stipulations of this pledge both God and Israel 
hammer out. Because Yahweh’s role in the covenant seems absolute, it is the book of 
Deuteronomy that defines Israel’s covenant agreement. The zealous detail by which 
Deuteronomy presents the law reminds us of the human tendency to complicate, 
confuse, or directly violate God’s decrees.  
 Perhaps for the above reasons, Yahweh’s laws/commands seem severe to us today. 
But given Israel’s history of sin, breaking relationship, or “missing the mark,” such 
harshness rings realistic. Established for Israel is a central sanctuary our lesson 
presumes. After previously having regional places for worship and sacrifice, the 
nation/tribes centralize Israel’s worship. As the Levites had no tribal land, this new 
arrangement produced hardships for the priests and their families. Thus, the tithe will 
supply necessities for these priestly families. 
 Naturally, multiple reasons exist for a religious practice. For example, when Genesis 
describes a relationship between married partners, it appeals to Genesis 2:24. This verse 
suggest that “ . . . a man leaves his father and mother and embraces his wife, and they 
become one flesh.” Thus, we say people get married to enact a biblical principle, to 
stabilize the community, to bring children into the world, nurture them, and last, to find, 
as God said “a helper that is perfect” (Genesis 2:18). 

Today we confirm some young folks into full church membership. Confirmation is a 
yearlong process of experiences and some “book learning.” While many confirmands 
think of confirmation as an end, in reality confirmation is a beginning of a process of 
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lifelong learning. Bona fide Christians always learn. In fact, our church has many Bible 
and other studies to help believers move to a deeper understanding of their relationship 
with God regardless of how long they have been Christians.  

Like marriage or the tithe, there are several reasons to confirm a person. First, 
confirmation is a portal into the church (or ekklesia) of God. As coming home from a 
hospital after our birth often makes us a member of the family, so too is confirmation 
entering the household of faith. Second, we develop deeper friendships with some 
mature adults. Mentors and confirmands can delve into faith questions. Parents and 
confirmands, if they talk about such things, can explore faith together and strengthen 
their bonds. They might even pray together. Third, like regular school, confirmation is a 
structured time of conventional leaning about doctrines like: monotheism, the trinity, 
incarnation, providence, grace, and salvation. Fourth, confirmation provides 
opportunities to be in fellowship with one’s Christian peers—the other confirmands. 
 Like marriage, or confirmation, a tenth part (CEB, NLV,) or tithe (KJV, NRSV, and 
RSV) invites several layers of meaning. The tithe is first an act of sacrificial worship. 
Second, tithing also provides for the Levitical priesthood as mentioned just above. The 
Levites are the only non-landed tribe in Israel. In light of this fact, verse 27 directs the 
rest of Israel to “make sure not to neglect the Levites who are living in your cities 
because they don’t have a designated inheritance [land or tribal allotment, or property] 
like you do.” Third, besides providing for the priestly families, the tithe also feeds and 
shields the poor. In the next chapter we see a direct link to this use of the tithe in 
Deuteronomy 15:11. Yahweh, via the words of Moses, reminds Israel: “Poor persons will 
never disappear from the earth. That’s why I’m giving you this command: you must 
open your hand generously to your fellow Israelites, to the needy among you, and to the 
poor who live with you in your land.” Fourth, the tithe prompts Israel to remember that, 
as Deuteronomy 14:23 brings to the fore: “ . . . you learn to fear the Lord your God at all 
times.” This, of course simply means that the tithe reminds Israel that they really own 
nothing. All belongs to God and this includes the land and all produced on it.  
 Highly effective people for the most part are highly generous people. I know 
successful people who are not generous but I do not know an effective (warm, 
winsome, helpful, etc.) person who is not generous. After all, the most effective person 
was Jesus who gave all to us and expects all back in return.   

Alice Roosevelt Longworth, the eldest child of Teddy Roosevelt once said, “My father 
always wanted to be the corpse at every funeral, the bride at every wedding, and the 
baby at every christening.”  
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We all know people so self-absorbed that they want to be the center of attention in any 
situation. Still, Jesus teaches us to “humble ourselves” so that God might exalt us. 
 

 It is not all about us. Let me say that again, in case you heard me the first time: It is 
not all about us. Marriage, confirmation, or the tithe: we cannot do these these alone. It 
is not about us in the singular sense. It is about us in the “we” or plural sense. These 
activities, marriage, confirmation, or the tithe we do to fulfill the reasons Paul writes 
about in Romans 12:9-11:  

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another 
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
 

 
David Neil Mosser, Salado UMC, Salado TX 76571 

 


