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“The only reason some people get lost in thought 
is because it’s unfamiliar territory” (Paul Fix). 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Mark Twain once famously wrote: “Familiarity breeds contempt—and children.” Our lesson 

is certainly familiar to people who have spent time in the church. Yet, I hope it is not a basis for 

contempt. On occasion, it is good to review truths that we know so well that we tend to forget 

them. Our lesson narrates Jesus’ two parables: the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin. 

In fact, there is a third parable, the parable of the lost son, that completes the set in Luke 15. 

Hear the day’s lesson: 

[15:1] Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. [2] And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 

 
[3] So he told them this parable: [4] “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 
lost until he finds it? [5] When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. [6] 
And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ [7] Just so, I tell you, there will 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance.  
 
[8] “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? [9] When she has found it, she 
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin 
that I had lost.’ [10] Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:1-10). 
 

 There are few folks here who could not with surprising detail, tell the stories of the lost 

sheep and the lost coin. A sheep wanders off and a woman misplaces a coin. Frankly, neither 
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sheep nor coin garners much interest from sophisticated 21st century folks like us. We would 

rather watch ‘The Bachelor,’ ‘Joe Millionaire: For Richer of For Poorer,’ or ‘My Mom, Your Dad.’ 

If we tell the truth, then sheep and coins now have little interest for us. We are products of 

bigger game and bigger issues. 

 Each parable is simple. In the first, one sheep out of 100 seems to have eaten from grass 

clump to grass clump. Head down and leisurely grazing for hours, the befuddled sheep finally 

looks up—lost. The shepherd also notices and leaves the whole sheepfold to search for the lost 

muttonhead. Upon finding it, the shepherd hoists the animal on his shoulders and rejoices. In 

addition, the shepherd calls his colleagues together and says: “Rejoice with me, for I have found 

my sheep that was lost.” 

 Likewise, a woman misplaces a coin—probably a drachma, which in Jesus’ time was roughly 

equivalent to a laborer day’s wage. When the woman finds the coin, after lighting her lamp and 

searching diligently for it, “she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with 

me, for I have found the coin that I had lost’.” What kind of simpleton would celebrate finding 

something like a sheep or a coin? The question stirs our curiosity because of its absurdity. 

 In fact, from an economic point of view the celebration might be more costly than finding 

either the sheep or the coin. Clearly, it was foolhardy to abandon 99 sheep in the wilderness 

and search for one lone sheep. Wolves, bandits, and ravines all loomed to do in unsuspecting 

sheep. The home office certainly would have reprimanded any shepherd who left 99% of his 

stewardship unprotected. The woman who spent who knows how long to find one lost coin and 

then call her friends together to celebrate we might dub a “ding-bat.” Yet, all we have said 
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about these two parables is from human conventional wisdom. I suspect, like you, that there is 

something else going on here. 

First of all, Jesus tells these parables in the context of the grumbling of the religious 

authorities. Our lesson began: “the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This 

fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them’.” Jesus tells this parable to remind the religious 

authorities that in God’s kingdom, things are different from our ordinary world. The kingdom of 

God turns our preconceptions on their head. Kingdom people do not calculate value by human 

economy. In God’s realm another economy operates—an economy that values the last, lost, 

and least. Jesus seems to be saying, that in God’s plan, God welcomes sinners at table with 

Jesus. 

 A second issue to note is that there is a great celebration to take place when we find the 

lost. By analogy, Jesus is saying that when God restores a sinner there will be a great heavenly 

celebration. This does not mean that the 99 are of no account. It means that even sinners 

deserve a fair shake and an opportunity to be found. 

 Maybe, the best way to understand these parables is to see them as stories about God—

not stories about people who seek lost objects. We are not like the shepherd and we are not 

like the woman. The shepherd and the woman are foolish from the world’s point of view, no 

doubt. Yet, this is not a parable about how human beings are. It is a parable about how God is. 

Namely, we are not like this, but God is like this. God searches for his lost sheep. [Remember 

the phrase: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24)]. When 

God finds a sheep, “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
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ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” In these parables, Jesus tells people 

about God, not how daily life operates. 

 One last word about these parables. Luke describes the God of our scripture. The parables 

tell us that . . . “God is like a shepherd who . . . . ” “God is like a woman who . . . . ” God, Jesus 

tells us, pursues and searches for the confused, perplexed, and rebellious. They become 

treasured because God makes them objects of divine concern. Sometimes things are worth 

more when unsold. Do you remember at the end of Titanic? Rose Dawson takes the precious 

blue heart diamond that has brought her so many treasured memories and tosses it overboard 

from the research ship trying to find that diamond in the vast Atlantic Ocean. Some things are 

worth so much that we cannot sell them for any price.  So, God values every person in God’s 

kingdom! 

 In my more relevant days as a preacher, Glen Rose invited me to preach each summer. 

Once I preached to about 240 senior high young. I applied this text about the lost sheep. After 

worship, a counselor approached me and said, “I was the lost sheep in that parable. For a long 

time, I knew that God loved me, but I stayed away from the church because I was afraid the 

other 99 sheep wouldn’t want somebody like me in their midst.” Startled by such a direct 

application of any sermon I preached, he stirred my curiosity, so I asked, “What did you do?” 

 He said, “I decided on the basis of that parable that if I returned to church and they 

rejected me because of what I used to be, then it was not me that was lost, but them. 

Strangely, my fears were unfounded. Maybe someday you can use this story.” 

And I can and I did. It is a fitting reminder for all of us on this particular Sunday that God’s love 

for each of us is bigger than either our prejudices or our fears. Amen. 
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