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“Build a Tower?” 
13th Sunday after Pentecost (Year C) 

SUMC, Salado, Texas—Text: Luke 14:25-33 
4 September 2022 

 
“In spite of the cost of living, it’s still popular”—Laurence J. Peter (1919 - 1988) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 Hear the lesson from Luke 14:25-27: 
 

Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:25-27). 

 
 First of all, we might best begin by clearing up a small historical and linguistic detail 

between the time that Luke wrote his Gospel and today. Jesus says, “Whoever comes to me 

and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 

itself, cannot be my disciple.” When Jesus says this, he is using the rhetorical technique of 

hyperbole. Many New Testament parables use hyperbole. Exaggeration, or rhetorical 

overstatement, is other way to define hyperbole. One example of hyperbole is “The Parable of 

the Unforgiving Servant” (Matthew 18:23-35). The parable relates the story of the servant who 

owes 10,000 talents and promises to pay it all back. Jesus’ listeners would have no doubt 

laughed out loud. It would have been both physically and fiscally impossible to meet such a 

promise. He would not have lived long enough to earn enough to pay off the debt. Therefore, 

Jesus’ analogy compared what people owe God and what we can pay back to God. 

 Therefore, when Jesus suggests, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and 

mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple,” 

he is speaking hyperbolically. After all, many times in the New Testament, Jesus’ words focus on 
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the love of enemies and of loving one another. What this really means, in Jesus’ time, is that 

one must love God above all else. 

When Jesus demanded that disciples “hate” family, he meant that disciples surrender 

dependence on family. Rather they depend absolutely upon God. A disciple loves Jesus and 

depends on Jesus as the Son of God. Human autonomy apart from God is at the heart of sin. 

Dependence on God is the heart of discipleship. 

 Why did Jesus say such harsh things to the multitudes? After all, the only thing they 

wanted from him was simply to be his followers. Jesus said it because he loved them. He loved 

them and he wanted to caution them about the depth of commitment that being disciples 

entailed. This text warns all who would follow Jesus. Following Jesus means giving up all our 

other loyalties and placing God’s will first. It means taking into account that the gospel is more 

substantial than even our very own lives. 

Discipleship requires discipline, sacrifice, service, commitment, obedience, trust, and many 

other difficult human attributes. Of course, the alternative to the gospel is our world with its 

materialistic, lackadaisical, nonchalant, indifferent inclinations. The choice may be only a 

human one, but Jesus gives some divine guidance. It is to this part of Jesus’ teaching that we 

now turn. Jesus has told the disciples that they must love God to be God’s followers. Now Jesus 

provides two short parables about counting the cost of that decision. 

For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, 
to see whether he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began 
to build and was not able to finish.’ 
 
Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him 
with twenty thousand?  [32] If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
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delegation and asks for the terms of peace.  [33] So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions (Luke 14:28-33). 

 
 In a valid sense, these are twin parables because each makes a similar point. If one is going 

to build a tower, or wage a military campaign, then would not one be prudent in estimating 

what it will take to see through the project? If a person is so imprudent or foolish to fail to take 

measure of the situation, then he or she ought to expect ridicule. I do not know about you, but I 

would rather take a good whipping every day than have someone I respect ridicule me. Jesus 

tells the disciples that discipleship is serious. They ought to make this lifelong vow thoughtfully, 

earnestly, and soberly. 

 There is good news to all this business, however. We live in a world today maligned and 

ridiculed for its lack of seriousness. Perhaps this criticism is true to a great extent. But there is 

another side of the story. Certainly, I run into people routinely that wink at their church vows as 

“so many words.” I run into people who quit worship because they got mad at someone or at 

me. I recently encountered someone who stopped worshipping in our own church because of 

an incident in the 1980s, when Georgia Adamson was pastor. Is 34 years long enough to hold a 

grudge, or should we go ahead and milk it to its Golden Anniversary? 

 Here is the good news. Some folks have counted the cost and not only are willing to pay 

it—they want to pay it! They believe that their vows before God are worthy of their best effort. 

These people want to do everything in their power to make a witness for Jesus and make it the 

best way they possibly can. 

For example, retired United Methodist Bishop Richard Wilkie, and a team of talented 

writers and editors developed an interactive, committed Bible study program called Disciple. 

Disciple is based, in large part, on the assumption that there are people who want to engage in 
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serious, long-term, committed Bible study. Many people told Bishop Wilkie that he was crazy to 

think that there were people like that in mainline Protestantism.  

More than 2.5 million people have gone through the Disciple program, with many others 

still to join them. Thousands of people have spent countless hours learning to become disciple 

leaders. Disciple proved to be one of the greatest successes the United Methodist Church has 

had. When will we learn—there are people who not only want to know the cost, but are willing 

to pay the price? 

 So today, instead of maligning those who do not live up to their vows of discipleship, may 

we come to this table in thanksgiving for those who have, and want to continue, to be disciples 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us pray: 

O living God, send your Holy Spirit upon your people. Let your love fill the hearts of your 
people, lead and guide our footsteps in the path of your love. Let our lives as disciples be 
living, breathing examples of your presence and your love. Give us your courage and 
strength and let us be that beacon in this world of confusion and dissension. Bless us with 
your grace, your costly grace that transforms lives, heals families, and moves nations to 
love. Oh God, send your Holy Spirit to rest upon your people, not only today, but every day 
of our lives. All this we ask in thanks and praise of your Messiah, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 
David Mosser, SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 


