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Living in Faith Together: August 14 

Sunday School At Home Lesson for All Ages 

1. Gather Together 

If possible, have a snack or meal together. Offer a blessing for your snack or 

meal: Dear God, thank you for all our neighbors, near and far away. Help us 

as we learn how to be a good neighbor to all people as a disciple of Jesus. 

Thank you for this food and those who prepared it with love. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 

2. Studying God’s Word Together 

a. Introduce the Scripture: In answering the question, “Who is my 

neighbor?”, Jesus tells the familiar story about a man who had been left 

for dead by thieves. Two religious figures walk by without helping, 

perhaps because they did not wish to compromise their state of 

religious cleanliness, or simply because they did not wish to get 

involved. However, the Samaritan, who would be the least likely figure 

to help a Jew, is the one who comes to the rescue. Jesus closes the 

story by asking the lawyer which one of the three passersby was the 

neighbor. In this session, Jesus teaches that disciples love everyone. 

b. Introduce the people in the parable: • The lawyer or teacher of the Law 

was knowledgeable about the Jewish laws, which were the Ten 

commandments, the Shema, and all the laws from Moses. • The 

traveler was a Jewish person, probably a man because he was traveling 

alone, over a dangerous mountain road from Jericho to Jerusalem. The 

road was often taken by Jewish people from Galilee because it avoided 

Samaria. Jewish people did not like Samaritans (people from Samaria.) 

The story assumes the man is Jewish because the text says he went 

down. • The priest served in the Temple. He offered prayers and 

sacrifices to God for the people. He had to be “clean” to be able to 
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serve in the Temple. • The Levite, from the tribe of Levi, took care of 

the Temple. He, too, had to be “clean” according to the laws in order to 

complete his duties. • The Samaritan was a person from Samaria. 

Although Samaritans were originally descendants of Abraham, cousins 

of the Jewish people, they despised one another. Years before, their 

ancestors had developed different customs, beliefs, and places of 

worship. • The Innkeeper was a business person who provided lodging, 

food and extra care services as needed by travelers along the road. 

c. Read Scripture together. Read Luke 10:25-37. 

d. Directions: Invite everyone to share thoughts about the following 

discussion topics related to the Scripture just shared. 

e. Talk about the questions, share your ideas and answers: 

i. Wonder together about the feelings and thoughts of the Levite 

and the priest as they walked along. 

ii. Wonder together about the thoughts and feelings of the victim 

having watched the people pass by without helping. 3. Wonder 

together about the thoughts and feelings of the Samaritan. 

iii. Wonder together about the thoughts and feelings of the victim 

when he learned of the Samaritan’s generosity. 

iv. Wonder together about differences between loving your neighbor 

and loving everyone. Do the differences matter? Should the 

differences matter? 

 

3. Playing together 

a. Activity: Recreate the Story 

b. Materials: paper, pencils, pens, paint, Legos, playdough 

c. Using creative materials, recreate a part of this parable you want to 

remember. 
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4. Praying Together 

a. Share joys and concerns: Invite each group to share their joys and 

concerns with each other.  

b. Pray together: Leader: What is the greatest commandment? Group: 

Love God with all your heart. Leader: What is the greatest 

commandment? Group: Love God with all your being. Leader: What is 

the greatest commandment? Group: Love God with all your mind. 

Leader: What is the greatest commandment? Group: Love your 

neighbor as yourself. Everyone: Nothing is more important than these. 

Leader: Dear God, help us see ways to love and live according to the 

greatest commandment. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 


