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“Stewards of Time” 
9th Sunday after Pentecost (Year C) 

Sermon Text: Luke 12:32-40—7 August 2022 
Salado UMC, Salado, Texas 

 
“With time and patience, the mulberry leaf becomes a silk gown”—Chinese proverb 

 
Hear the lesson for today: 

 
[32] “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. [33] Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. [34] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
[35] “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; [36] be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him 
as soon as he comes and knocks. [37] Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert 
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and 
he will come and serve them. [38] If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 
[39] “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. [40] You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour” (Luke 12:32-40). 
 
No one likes to wait. Yet, life offers us much which is simply about waiting. Since it has now 

happened to us, we watch news reports during winter ice storms when thousands of people 

spend time waiting for clear weather to move toward their destinations. They rarely look 

happy. And yet nobody can remain indefinitely on the alert. 

Few people in our culture are inclined to wait patiently. Think, for example, of how many 

“fast food” restaurants there are in Austin or any other big city. TV dinners are often a solution 

to eat quickly. The Bible calls faithful people to patiently wait. Each person named in the “hall 

of faith” in Hebrews 11 had to wait for God’s promised blessings. 

 Jesus calls upon the disciples to wait, for although Jesus promised to return to our world to 

rule over it as Messiah, a considerable period of time elapses before this happens. Our text 
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implies that there will be a wait. History confirms this, for the church has been waiting nearly 

2,000 years for Jesus’ return. 

Luke’s entire 12th chapter pertains to stewardship. Verses 1-12 address the disciple’s 

stewardship of the gospel. The disciples have the opportunity to make good use of the gospel 

by boldly living and proclaiming it. Verses 13-34 address the stewardship of possessions. 

Possessions are not bad, in and of themselves. Yet, when possessions possess us, then we lose 

life’s equilibrium. We need not worry about our life, but we are free to use things to minister to 

people’s needs now, which lays up treasure for ourselves. Beginning at verse, Jesus teaches 

about being stewards of time. Jesus instructs disciples how we use time until Jesus returns. 

If God requires Christians to wait, then we need to learn how. In our text, Jesus teaches us 

“the way to wait” for his return. In verses 35/36 Jesus spells out three elements involved in 

waiting. Verses 37/38 are a promise of blessedness for those who wait as Jesus teaches. Verses 

39/40 contain a warning—some do not wait in readiness. The Lucan Text structure: 

(1) An Exhortation to Readiness—vv. 35-40 
(2) Three Elements of Readiness—vv. 35-36 
(3) Two-fold assurance of blessing for those who wait—vv. 37-38 
(4) Warning about being unprepared—vv. 39-40 
(5) An Exhortation to Faithfulness—vv. 41-48 

 
Here are three distinct qualities of a “good waiter” as described by our Lord: 

 
(1) Preparation—“be dressed, ready . . . ” 
(2) Maintenance—“keep your lamps burning” 
(3) Expectation—“[and be] like people waiting for their master” 

 
First, Jesus wants believers, to be prepared for his return. We do this by attending to the 

things Jesus wanted us to attend to while he was absent. Matthew 25 outlines these items: 
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feeding, watering, clothing, visiting, praying. When Jesus comes, like the master in the parable, 

will he find us about our Father’s work?  

 The second characteristic of a “good waiter” is maintenance—“keep your lamps burning.” 

Jesus knew that when the bridegroom came, his way would need to be lit. Being prepared also 

means to maintain a certain kind of life that will welcome the Messiah’s appearance. To keep 

the lamps burning does two things. First, we are ready when he comes to light the way. In the 

days before electricity, it was quite an ordeal to get a lamp lit and burning on short notice. So, 

those who expected company at night would keep the lamps dimly burning so that they could 

instantly illumine at a moment’s notice. It was preparation.   

In addition, the lamps served as a reminder about the person for whom the lamp was 

burning. One of the most important things we do as a church is to remember the church’s 

saints. A text from Hebrews reminds us of those saints who kept faith for us until we arrived. 

When we name those who are deceased among us on All Saint’s Day—and—light a candle, we 

too remember. To maintain is to prepare for the future and not forget our past. 

 The third characteristic of a “good waiter” is expectation: 

. . . be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so 
that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.  [37] Blessed are 
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his 
belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them.  [38] If he comes 
during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.  

 
There is a lot of waiting in life. I remember as a child waiting for my father to return home 

from work. I would sit at the window and wait and wait. But I always waited because I expected 

him to return. In the same way, we too expect our master Jesus to return. But sometimes the 
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waiting is too long and it is too hard and it is too discouraging. Occasionally, our zeal flags. And 

when we do not wait with expectation, we are embarrassed. 

In college, I had a friend who was trying to impress a young woman. He was at her house 

late one night while she went up to change her clothes. Her last words to him, leaving him in 

the kitchen: “Don’t be surprised if my father comes home, he sometimes gets in late from 

work.” My friend waited and waited. As he was hungry, he raided the ice box. The family had a 

pretty dismal lack of food in the fridge. He did notice a spray can of “Lucky Whip.” So, he shot a 

mouthful into his mouth and found it quite tasty. Then he shot the “Lucky Whip” again. Finally, 

he squirted an astounding quantity into his mouth, so much that he could not swallow it. 

Suddenly, he heard a manly throat cleared behind him, turned, and saw her father, whom he 

had never met. His mouth was so full that he could not even speak.  Needless to say, the young 

woman’s father was not impressed with my friend. My friend’s crucial mistake had been that he 

was not waiting in expectation of the return of the father. He never dated the young woman 

again. 

 The way we wait for the return of the master is a measure of the types of disciples we are. 

Many of us are frustrated in the church today because, unlike fifty years ago, people are not 

flocking to us. Rather many people today either yawn at the church or scorn it. It is easy to wait 

in expectation when things are going well. It is more difficult when we live in challenging times. 

What kind of steward of time are you?  

David Mosser, SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 


