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Living in Faith Together: July 31 

Sunday School At Home Lesson for All Ages 

1. Gather Together 

If possible, have a snack or meal together. Offer a blessing for your snack or 

meal: Dear Lord, our lives are linked in so many ways. Thank you for the 

example of Ruth’s family and for allowing us to see the happy ending. Help us 

to remain faithful to your promise of everlasting love and protection. Thank 

you for the food that we share today for nourishment of our bodies and our 

lives to your service. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

2. Studying God’s Word Together 

a. Introduce the Scripture: Steadfast love is a love that is always present 

and never falters. It is based on a covenant commitment, and is the 

very heart of God as described in Exodus 34:6-7a: The Lord passed 

before him, and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation” The 

phrase “steadfast love” occurs 247 times in the Old Testament. The 

story of Ruth has many illustrations of steadfast love. The book of Ruth 

continues weaving the stories of the changing fortunes of a single 

family in chapter 4, ending with the future of Ruth’s family, in what 

might be described as a “happy ending.” We see God’s continued 

concern about the well-being of Ruth, a foreign woman who is filled 

with love, righteousness and wisdom. While Boaz is immediately 

attracted to Ruth and seeks to be generous to her, the plot veers to 

issues of marriage and property rights, starting with a kinsman of 

Naomi’s, who should be in line to marry Ruth. Once these issues are 

resolved and sealed with a shoe, Boaz is free to marry Ruth. Naomi 

helps care for their first child, Obed. Ruth, a Moabite, becomes the 

great-grandmother of King David. While there are no dramatic acts of 
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God in this session’s story, we see the steadfast love of God working 

quietly throughout the lives of Ruth, Naomi, Boaz and the community. 

b. Read Scripture together. Read Ruth 4 or use The Marriage of Ruth and 

Boaz script. 

c. Directions: Invite everyone to share thoughts about the following 

discussion topics related to the Scripture just shared. 

d. Talk about the questions, share your ideas and answers: 

i. Wonder together about why Boaz used this very public method of 

arranging to marry Ruth. 

ii. Wonder about why the next-of-kin said yes and then changed his 

mind about accepting the offer. Wonder together about the 

responsibilities and obligations involved in accepting the offer. 

iii. Wonder together about Naomi’s commitment to Ruth’s long-term 

care. Wonder together about Boaz’s role in Naomi’s plan. 

iv. Share thoughts about the significance of steadfast love in the 

story. 

3. Playing together 

a. Activity: Celebrate with a Happy Ending party  

b. Materials: food, decorations and games for an outdoor party  

c. Celebrate Ruth and Boaz’s marriage with an outdoor party. Use festive 

decorations. Play fun games. Enjoy party food. Some ideas: bubble 

wands, relay races, hula hoop games, pool noodle games, carnival-style 

games, ring toss, jump rope, ribbon wand dancing, sing-along. 

4. Praying Together 

a. Share joys and concerns: Invite each group to share their joys and 

concerns with each other.  

b. Pray together: Dear God, remind us of Ruth’s steadfast love as she says, 

“Don’t urge me to abandon you, to turn back from following after you. 

Wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you stay, I will stay. Your 

people will be my people, and your God will be my God.” Thank you for 
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your steadfast love. Awaken us daily to recognize your Holy guidance in 

our lives. Bless our coming in and our going out until we meet again. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 


