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“Tempered Joy!!” 
4th Sunday after Pentecost (Year C); 3 July 2022 

Preaching Text: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 

“My mother had a great deal of trouble with me, but I think she enjoyed it”—Mark Twain 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
     Luke is a masterful writer. He is also responsible for the largest contribution by a single 

author to the New Testament. Of course, Paul wrote more distinctive New Testament books 

than any other individual. By sheer volume, however, Luke is the clear winner. With twenty-

four chapters in the Gospel, and twenty-eight chapters in The Acts of the Apostles, Luke has 

given the church a large gift of witness. We are indebted to Luke, however, for not just his 

quantity. We are indebted to Luke because he knows how to tell a story. Luke often tells his 

stories in the context of a journey. Via the journey motif, Luke followed the pattern of Homer’s 

Iliad and Odyssey.  

 The story of Acts revolves around several first-generation Christian leaders. Luke’s Acts tells 

us, for example, about Peter, John, Stephen, Philip, and Paul. Acts also tells us how these early 

evangelists traveled and preached as disciples according to Jesus’ charge. They are to be 

“witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The 

disciples huddled together in fear and this scene inaugurates the book of Acts. Luke’s story of 

the early church concludes with Paul preaching the gospel unhindered in Rome. The travel 

metaphor is one with which many modern folks can relate. I often hear people recount events 

of their life with phrases like, “When I lived in College Station,” or “You remember the time we 

were in California . . . . ” Geography and time often figure prominently in our lives. They frame 

our journeys. 
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 Once when I was anxiously awaiting to board a train in Helsinki, Finland to go to Moscow in 

1975, I noticed a sign in the waiting area that summed up the human condition. The sign had 

two arrows and written on the sign were only two words: ARRIVALS and DEPARTURES. It struck 

me that we experience life between those two words. Everything between arrival and 

departure is a journey from one toward the other. We may call arrival and departure by 

different names, but whether it is beginning and end, or birth and death, we even so live 

between them. Luke takes us on a journey not only in Acts, but also in his Gospel. It begins with 

Jesus’ birth and ends with his crucifixion/resurrection. 

 The journey theme is important for Luke because it is on this journey that Jesus teaches the 

twelve the meaning of discipleship. The difficult teaching begins when Jesus embarks on his 

journey toward Jerusalem. Luke alerts us to this difficulty when he writes: “When the days drew 

near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus 

teaches about impulsive discipleship. He suggests that disciples will have no home, that God 

will not tolerate delays, and that there is no looking back. The journey provides time for Jesus 

to help his disciples understand the cost and the mission of discipleship. If we can imagine Jesus 

and the disciples walking in and around Palestine, we know that they had many hours each day 

for questions, learning, and teaching. 

 The disciples and Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem provides the context for today’s lesson. Jesus 

appointed seventy others and sent them out in pairs to evangelize and, doubtless, to proclaim 

the good news. As they are going out, Jesus gives them fundamental guidance for the mission. 

First, he tells them not to worry about the scarcity of laborers, but rather to “ask the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Jesus also issues warnings to them; they are “like 



3 

 

lambs into the midst of wolves.” Jesus even instructs them on how to travel, “Carry no purse, 

no bag, no sandals.” He guides the seventy about accepting hospitality. He tells them what to 

do when people refuse to extend hospitality. In each of these directives, Jesus teaches 

discipleship as he has done from the twelve’s initial call. 

 There are few Christians that would not covet the disciple’s moments with Jesus. All of us, 

from time to time, have wondered what it would have been like to spend time with the 

historical and earthly Jesus. When interviewers ask famous celebrities with whom they would 

most enjoy spending a day, many choose Jesus without hesitation. As we read the Gospels, 

there is something magnetic about Jesus’ personality and presence. In history, many 

revolutionaries, malcontents, and atheists have denigrated the church, but none that I know of 

has ever shown disrespect for the church’s Lord. These disciples, the seventy, must have been 

eager to get to work after Jesus’ instructions. Something odd, however, happens when they 

return. When we look at the text, we notice Luke’s description of the seventy’s return: 

The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” 
He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have 
given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; 
and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to 
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:16-20). 

 
Why does Jesus temper their enthusiasm? Why does Jesus say, “rejoice that your names are 

written in heaven?”   

 Upon the seventy’s return, there is a “can do” spirit. The thirty-five pairs come back with 

enthusiasm and gusto. They are ecstatic and exclaim that “even the demons submit to us!” 

Jesus’ comment that he saw “Satan fall from heaven” indicates that the seventy made inroads 
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against the powers of darkness. In a word, the returning seventy were successful. Why would 

Jesus pour cold water on their exuberance? 

 Jesus tones down their exuberance because the seventy have apparently forgotten, in their 

success, the power that made them successful. It seems that the seventy missionaries focus on 

their own power, but fail to mention the task that Jesus sent them to accomplish—the 

proclamation of the gospel. Thus, Jesus has another opportunity to teach them about the 

nature of discipleship. 

 Jesus provides a word of warning and, in a sense, qualifies their joy. Plainly, they should 

rejoice that the spirits submit to them, but something larger than themselves and their power 

should be the cause of their joy. They should rejoice “that your names are written in heaven” 

(see: Exodus 32:32; Isaiah 4:3; Daniel 12:1; Revelation 3:5). Luke’s metaphor “names written in 

heaven” simply means that these seventy may be successful, but more importantly, they are in 

God’s keeping. To be one of God’s people is the most genuine reason for ecstatic joy. 

Negatively, the seventy’s preoccupation with success teaches all Christians that success is both 

dangerous and seductive for the Christian life. This caution against the seductiveness of success 

may be one of Jesus’ most subtle teaching fragments. 

 Long ago a church gave my family a beautiful quilt, and we hung it over the end of our bed 

for years. Stitched into the quilt were the names of every member of that church. Those names 

constantly reminded me of a gift of love. It reminded me of the loving relationship between a 

church and its pastoral family. I can sometimes imagine that God looks at the names God has 

stitched into the heavens. As God looks at these names, God no doubt ponders of the loving 

relationship between Christ’s saints through the centuries and God’s own self. To be in that 
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number is all the success any human being needs. We need not strive for it because God has 

given to us as a gift. We call it the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ! Amen. 

David Mosser, SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 


