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“Following Jesus—Except to Jerusalem” 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost (Year C) 

Preaching Text: Luke 9:51-62 
SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 

26 June 2022 
“The job of a football coach is to make people do what they don’t want to do,  

in order to achieve what they’ve always wanted to be”)—Tom Landry. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 Hear the day’s lesson: 
 

[51] When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
[52] And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; [53] but they did not receive him, because his face was 
set toward Jerusalem. [54] When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do 
you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” [55] But he 
turned and rebuked them. [56] Then they went on to another village. 
 
[57] As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go.” [58] And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” [59] To another he said, “Follow me.” But he 
said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” [60] But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead 
bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” [61] Another 
said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” [62] Jesus 
said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God” (Luke 9:51-62). 
 
In the Transfiguration account Peter, John, and James have seen Moses and Elijah talking to 

Jesus “of his departure [exodus], which Jesus was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” (9:31). 

Now Jesus approaches the time when he will be “taken up.” That is, after crucifixion and 

resurrection Jesus will ascend to God’s glory. Jesus purposefully travels to Jerusalem where his 

appointment with his divine destiny occurs. He sends “messengers” ahead to arrange food and 

lodging. Yet the Samaritans refused to welcome those sent because they believed the true 

temple to be on Mount Gerizim and not in Jerusalem (Mount Zion).  Jesus taught non-

retaliation against enemies as he rebuked the disciples. The important point for Jesus is that the 

temple and the Law it represents are now essentially irrelevant. The major matter for the 12 is 
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that they trust him. It is trust in Jesus that counts. But Jesus also demands loyalty and 

concentration in proclaiming his message; once committed to Christ, there is no going back.  

As I pondered this text, I realized that those who communicated with Jesus on the 

Jerusalem Road, had much in common with us. Jerusalem is Jesus’ ultimate destiny. We do not 

know our ultimate destiny. But we do think of it in vague terms. We want to love someone and 

have someone love us. Most of us want success in life, even if it only means to care for our 

families and ourselves. Anything beyond this limited success is simply icing on the cake. Of 

course, most of us want a lot of icing. Most of us also know our goals take discipline and 

diligence. We want an abundant life, but do most of us have the perseverance to grasp the 

goal? Do we undertake our work with the discipline necessary to accomplish that goal? These 

are hard questions and many diversions await us on the journey. Our counterparts in today’s 

lesson are masters, as we are, in throwing up roadblocks to retard the pursuit of our objectives.  

The journey to “becoming” is laden with sundry diversions. 

 For example, the first of our lesson’s characters says, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

To which Jesus replies: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man 

has nowhere to lay his head.” What does Jesus mean? I think he means that those who 

genuinely follow Jesus may forfeit the security that many people worship as an idol. Our future 

always remains a mystery that finds its resolution in our willingness to “trust in God’s 

providence.” The best phrase I know that describes this risky faith-business is “God will 

provide.” This kind of deep trust reflects the near sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham. Old Abe names 

the place where his God stays his hand from the sacrificial deed: “The Lord will provide” 
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(Genesis 22:14). For us this means that the quality of life is a better measure of our lives than is 

the quantity of things we possess. 

 Jesus tells another on the Jerusalem Road: “Follow me.” “But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go 

and bury my father.’ Jesus replies, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.’ ” On its face, the request seems reasonable enough. Yet, what 

this “wanna be” disciple meant was, “First, let me stay with my parents until my father dies, 

when I bury him, then I will come and follow.” It seems a plausible reason for delay, but Jesus 

dignifies the urgency of the journey and of the person’s destiny by saying that others can do 

that burying task. “You must now make a decision to follow,” he seems to say. Later is too late. 

  Have you ever thought what would have happened to Noah and his family if Noah had said, 

“Lord, I’ll be happy to build and ark, but I think I’ll wait until it stops raining to begin building.” 

We cannot delay some things. We cannot begin parenting when we think our children are old 

enough to understand our efforts. We cannot begin to work on our marriage relationships until 

the “kids go off to college.” It is too late then. The best time to work on important things in our 

life journey is now! 

 The last would-be follower asks only for a discipleship postponement long enough to say 

good-bye to his family. Elijah granted Elisha permission for just such a leave-taking before the 

younger prophet took up his ministry (1 Kings 19:19-21). Here Jesus denies the request and 

draws the lines with stark clarity: One is either with Jesus one hundred percent, or one is 

against him. In this new phase of Jesus’ ministry, discipleship is not something taken lightly nor 

entered into casually. With every step, the stakes get higher. 

An article in The Prairie Overcomer puts the quest for discipleship this way:  
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The yoke and the cross are twin symbols of Christian experience. The cross speaks of 
leaving the world for Christ; the yoke speaks of learning in the world from Christ. The one 
speaks of sacrifice; the other service. The disciple must bear both; he cannot choose to 
take one and leave the other. 
 
Martin Luther wrote: “A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, is 

worth nothing.” St. John the divine reminds us in the book of Revelation: “I heard a voice from 

heaven saying, ‘Write this: Blessed are the dead who from now on die in the Lord.’ ‘Yes,’ says 

the Spirit, ‘they will rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them’ ” (Revelation 14:13). 

Life lived within the veil of the gospel is life-giving, but it is also a serious matter that we 
often take too lightly. Clarence Jordan, author of the Cotton Patch New Testament 
translation and founder of the interracial Koinonia farm in Americus, Georgia, was getting a 
red-carpet tour of another minister’s church. With pride the minister pointed to the rich, 
imported pews and luxurious decoration. As they stepped outside, darkness was falling, 
and a spotlight shone on a huge cross on top of the steeple. “That cross alone cost us ten 
thousand dollars,” the minister said with a satisfied smile.  
 
“You got cheated,” said Jordan.  “Times were when Christians could get them for free.” 
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