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“The Report to General Conference” 
The Jerusalem Council—Acts 11:1-18 

Confirmation/Senior Sunday  
15 May 2022—Salado UMC 

Salado, Texas 76571 
“Blessed is the influence of one true,  

loving human soul on another”—George Eliot (1819 - 1880) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Hear the day’s lesson: 

[11:1] Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 

Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. [2] So when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, [3] saying, “Why did you go to 

uncircumcised men and eat with them?” [4] Then Peter began to explain it to them, 

step by step, saying,  

 

[5] “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was 

something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 

corners; and it came close to me. [6] As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 

animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. [7] I also heard a voice saying 

to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ [8] But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 

profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’   

 

[9] But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, 

you must not call profane.’ [10] This happened three times; then everything was 

pulled up again to heaven. [11] At that very moment three men, sent to me from 

Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. [12] The Spirit told me to go with 
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them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 

accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. [13] He told us how he had 

seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 

who is called Peter; [14] he will give you a message by which you and your entire 

household will be saved.’  

 

[15] And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at 

the beginning. [16] And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ [17] If then God 

gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who was I that I could hinder God?” [18] When they heard this, they were silenced. 

And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 

repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:1-18). 

 

 I love confirmation Sunday because it is a day when a group of young folks take a 

step toward becoming full disciples of Jesus. This is a day when we as a church recognize 

your profession of faith. This is a day when the older members of the household of faith 

recognize each of you as our peer in the faith. Some of your new peers are 85, while 

others may be only a few years older than you are now, but you join us in the great 

adventure which is to live out our lives as disciples or as learners of Christ. 

 Let’s explore the biblical matter of influence. Influence or persuasion is one of those 

activities that go on around us constantly. Yet, we scarcely notice it. Not only do other 
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people influence you and me, but we influence others as well. In our daily life we 

persuade others by our thoughts, words, and deeds. Recently I read about a mother 

who took her young son shopping. After a day in the stores, a clerk handed the child a 

lollipop. “What do you say to the nice lady?” the mother asked. He replied, “Charge it!” 

What we do and say often influences other people. You may count on it. 

 Our Bible lesson concerns the influence of the apostle Peter. Before Peter made his 

bold stand on behalf of Gentile Christians, sharp divisions existed between Jewish and 

Gentile Christians. Rarely, did these groups have social interaction. Yet, after Peter’s 

vision and Cornelius’ concurrent vision, God brings the groups together. Jewish and 

Gentile Christians converted in Peter’s presence begin to intermingle. The Jewish 

Christians at Cornelius’ house witness the baptism of Cornelius’ entire household. They 

also ate together. Oddly, the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem did not flinch at baptism. 

Rather, what appalled them was that Jewish Christians ate with Gentiles. They even 

confronted Peter, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 

 Peter answers boldly: “The Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 

beginning.” This report was factual and the other Jewish Christians testified to it. Then 

Peter asks a theologically loaded question: “If then God gave them the same gift that he 

gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 

By confessing that even he, Peter, the rock of the Jewish Christian community, was not 

resolute enough to stand up to God, then who would have been? In fact, Peter shames 

those who question him. Do they oppose what God is doing—or do they accept the 

events at Cornelius’ house. The passage reveals Peter’s influence. “When they heard 
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this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the 

Gentiles the repentance that leads to life’.” 

 God’s spirit moves from beginning to end in this story and shapes its conclusion. 

Still, I want to suggest another vital thing for all of us. The “other thing” is the portrayal 

of Peter’s moral authority and influence. Jewish Christians respected Peter. If they had 

not respected Peter, the story would not have turned out the way it did. The character 

we have, and the way we cultivate our own character traits of integrity, truthfulness, 

and honesty each have their parts to play in whether or not we influence others for 

good or ill. 

The Bible, as well as Aesop’s fables, contain many clues about how we may live a 

good life. One Aesop fable, “The Goose and the Golden Egg,” tells of a poor farmer who 

discovers in the nest of his pet goose a glittering golden egg. At first, he thinks it must be 

some kind of trick. But as he starts to toss the egg aside, he has second thoughts. 

Instead, he has the egg appraised. The egg is pure gold! The farmer can’t believe his 

good fortune. He becomes even more incredulous the following day when the 

experience repeats itself. Day after day, he awakens to rush to the nest and find another 

golden egg. He becomes fabulously wealthy. It all seems too good to be true. But with 

his increasing wealth comes greed and impatience. Unable to wait each day for the 

eggs, the farmer decides to kill the goose and get the eggs all at once. Yet, when he 

opens the goose, he finds it empty. There are no golden eggs—and now there is no way 

to get more. The farmer destroyed the goose that gave the golden eggs (The Seven 

Habits . . . . Stephen Covey). 
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If we adopt a pattern of life that focuses on golden eggs and neglects the goose, we 

will soon be without the asset that produces golden eggs. Conversely, if we only take 

care of the goose with no aim toward the golden eggs, we soon won’t have the ability to 

feed ourselves or the goose. The golden eggs represent the actions that we take in our 

relations with other people. The goose is the integrity of character that we develop over 

time. We need to pay attention to both sides of the “goose—egg” equation. 

 My prayer for our confirmands/seniors today, and for our congregation each day, is 

that through worship, study of the Bible, and a life of daily prayer and meditation, that 

we all cultivate that character within ourselves that God has given us. A good character 

is worth its weight in gold. Amen. 

 

David Mosser, SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 


