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“When Jesus Speaks: Your Joy may be Complete . . . .”  
Salado UMC—Preaching Text: John 15:9-17 

Mother’s Day/Festival of the Christian Home 
Easter 6: 9 May 2021 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“Those who trust to chance must abide by the results of chance” 

        —Calvin Coolidge (1872 – 1933). 
    ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 
Although Mother’s Day is not a day of worship per se, as is Christmas or Easter, it is relevant to the 

church’s life. What about the origin of Mother’s Day? The earliest celebrations go back to the spring 

revelry of ancient Greece in honor of Rhea, the Mother of the gods. During the 1600’s, England marked 

“Mothering Sunday,” which honored England’s mothers. Many of England’s poor worked as servants for 

the wealthy and lived with their employers. On Mothering Sunday, the servants returned home and 

spent the day with their mothers.   

As Christianity spread throughout Europe, the celebration changed to honor the “Mother 

Church”—the spiritual power giving life and security. United Methodists now call this day “The Festival 

of the Christian Home Sunday.” Thus, we honor our mothers, our Christian households, as well as the 

“mother” church. Julia Ward Howe (who wrote the words to “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”) first 

suggested Mother’s Day in the United States in 1872—a day dedicated to peace. Every year Ms. Howe 

would hold organized Mother’s Day meetings in Boston. In 1907 Ana Jarvis campaigned to create a 

national Mother’s Day. Ms. Jarvis persuaded her own mother’s church in Grafton, West Virginia to 

celebrate Mother’s Day on the anniversary of her mother’s death, the 2nd Sunday of May.   

Soon Ms. Jarvis with others wrote to ministers, business-people, and politicians in a quest to 

establish a national Mother’s Day. The campaign succeeded and by 1911 nearly every state celebrated 

it. Woodrow Wilson, in 1914, made a declaration naming Mother’s Day as an annual holiday observed 

the 2nd Sunday of May.   

We explore Mother’s Day history because it connects us to the Christian faith. Mothers always fight 

for their children. In the Bible, from Eve in Genesis to Lois and Eunice in Paul’s 2 Timothy, scripture has 

shared ways that mothers shape the lives of their children. Monica prayed constantly for Augustine, 

while Susanna Wesley not only prayed for and with her seventeen children, but gave them a first-rate 

education. Mothers and the Christian faith go hand in hand. Hear the day’s lesson, John 15:9-17: 

[9] As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. [10] If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
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abide in his love. [11] I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be complete.  

 

[12] "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. [13] No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. [14] You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. [15] I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. [16] You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 

you ask him in my name. [17] I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another 

(John 15:9-17). 

 

Trying to trip up Jesus some Pharisees ask: “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 

greatest” (Matthew 22:40)? Jesus then boils down the 613 acknowledged orthodox Jewish ritual laws to 

two: 

--“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.” 

 

--“You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets.” 

 

For the record Jesus’ directives make love the basis of how Christian believers are to behave. 

Rather than losing people in a labyrinth of “thou shalts”/“thou shalt nots,” Jesus offers a rule that 

encompasses all situations. We might call it the “rule of love.” Jesus bids disciples to do loving things. It 

is that simple—and that difficult. 

I say “difficult” only because our culture has collapsed the word “love” to cover differing sorts of 

affection. The chief Greek terms, eros, philia, and agape distinguish several notions of love. Erotic love is 

obvious and evident, while philia pertains to friendly love or fondness. I say “simple” because when 

Jesus speaks of agape love, he suggests that believers regard others as ourselves: thus, Jesus’ 

admonition to “love your neighbor as yourself.” Why does Jesus put “the ritual law” beneath “the law of 

love?” Because people need a principle, no matter how utterly naive it seems, because we are gospel 
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people. And the gospel is free from the law’s restraint. The gospel is open and caring; inviting and non-

coercive. As Paul defines love it is: 

. . . patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 

own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). 

 

Paul also knew that we need guidance more manageable than 613 laws brought to bear on any 

ethical decision. Yet we also need direction. Like Paul, we “do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 

not want is what I do” (Romans 7:19). Still Jesus beckons believers to resist our primal urges. We are 

now people of God’s covenant. We understand what it means to “love neighbor as self.”  

What does this love look like in real life? It is a love that mothers have for their children. We speak 

of love and how it completes joy on Mother’s Day because these ideas also connect us to our faith. 

Mothers always fight for their children. We have all seen on television news a mother of a convicted 

murderer on Death Row plead for mercy. The Grateful Dead, even sang one of Merle Haggard’s best-

known ballads to motherhood in the 1970s called “Mama Tried.” We know that mothers are typically 

advocates for their children. We all have advocates and supporters. Our mothers are among the finest. 

Here is a story about tough mom love. On an exam to become a patrol officer they ask a potential 

recruit: “What would you do if you had to arrest your own mother?” 

In the blank, he wrote, “Call for backup.” 

It is a love that looks beyond the actions of people and embraces whatever good resides in them. 

Too often there is not much good residing in us. Yet, Jesus’ forgiving love extends to those who have 

either implicitly or explicitly acted in ways that crucified him. Jesus remains faithful to his call and he 

follows his own teaching: “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you” (Luke 6:27). 

The best way to deepen and to live a life worthy of the gospel is to love God and neighbor. So, if 

you are wondering what to do to deepen your faith this week, then practice loving someone who needs 

it. The targets are infinite. Amen. 
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