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Living in Faith Together: May 8 

Sunday School At Home Lesson for All Ages 

1. Gather Together 

If possible, have a snack or meal together. Offer a blessing for your snack or 

meal: One: For the blessings of bird song, springtime flowers, and warm 

breezes All: We thank you Lord. One: For the blessings of our family and the 

gift of this time together All: We thank you Lord. One: For the blessings of this 

food All: We thank you Lord. 

 

2. Studying God’s Word Together 

a. Introduce the Scripture: After the meal we call the Last Supper, Jesus 

continued to talk to his disciples about their future. We do not know 

whether they remained at the table following the dinner, much as 

families still do after an important celebration, or continued their table 

talk as they walked to the Garden of Gethsemane. Wherever the 

conversation took place, the disciples were still unsure about what was 

to happen. Jesus knew that these were likely to be the last hours they 

would spend together, so he used this time to answer questions they 

had and give them some important last words. In these verses Jesus is 

talking with the disciples, those who loved him and followed him as a 

group, and so we can say these words are for us, too. 

b. Read Scripture together. Read together John 14:15-21 

c. Directions: Invite everyone to share thoughts about the following 

discussion topics related to the Scripture just shared. 

d. Talk about the questions, share your ideas and answers: 

i. Jesus says that loving him means keeping his commandments. 

Read Matthew 22:34-36 for a review of what Jesus had to say 

about the commandments. Wonder about what it means to love 

God and your neighbor in the ways that Jesus describes.  
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ii. Wonder about ways we can show others that we love God and 

our neighbors. 

iii. What commandments are hard to follow? 

 

3. Playing together 

a. Activity: Nesting Bags  

b. Materials: Mesh bags (like those used for packaging onions or other 

dried vegetables), small feathers, human or animal hair (clean the 

brushes of family members or any pet brushes), twine, 4” lengths of 

yarn or curling ribbon, Christmas tree icicles (if available), grass cuttings 

or small bits of dried twigs from around the yard, dryer lint (not if 

softener sheets are used), pulled-out cotton balls, scissors  

c. 1. Cut the mesh bags into 5” lengths and secure one end with string. 2. 

Select a variety of materials from those gathered and prepare them as 

described (i.e. shred the ribbon, separate the plies of the yarn, and pull 

the cotton balls apart). 3. Place the chosen items into the bag and 

arrange them so some ends stick out through the holes in the bag and 

place them in the back. 4. Tie the top of the bag with string, leaving the 

ends long enough so they can be tied around a tree branch where birds 

are likely to find them. 5. Choose some mature trees in the yard or 

neighborhood and hang the nesting bags. 6. Later in the season, after 

nests are empty, check out the nests for items from your nesting bags. 

 

4. Praying Together 

a. Share joys and concerns: Invite each group to share their joys and 

concerns with each other. If your whole group is small, you may want 

to have joys and concerns shared as a large group. Use your best 

judgment.  

b. Pray together: God, we love you and want to show how much we love 

you by the way we treat each other and the creation you have given us. 
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We are grateful for Jesus, for all he showed us and taught us about how 

to be obedient. We know we need comfort when we are sad, 

encouragement to be brave when it isn’t easy to obey, and someone to 

be in our corner when things are tough. Thanks for sending the Holy 

Spirit to keep us close to you. Amen 


