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“A Precious Gift” 
1 May 2022: 3rd Sunday of Easter  
Salado UMC—Salado, Texas 76571 

Preaching Text: Acts 9:1-20 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++  

“Be not angry that you cannot make others as you wish them to be,  
since you cannot make yourself as you wish to be” (Thomas a ‘Kempis). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Change is both over and under-rated. Those who blow the trumpet for change, praising a 

persistent state of flux, see life as a man I once read about. This particular gentleman from the 

back mountains of Tennessee found himself years ago in a large city. There he saw an elevator 

for the first time. He watched as an older, weary-looking woman hobble onto the elevator, and 

the doors closed. A few minutes later the doors opened and a young, attractive woman 

marched smartly off. The father directed his youngest child: “Junior, go get your mother.” 

 Commonly, most of us do not consider change a cure-all that some crack it up to be. 

Rather, many of us get so comfortable with the way things are that we would rather endure any 

pain of constancy rather than a new pain that might come with change. Our text this morning is 

Luke’s account of one of the most dramatic changes theological history has recorded. Some 

folks realize that if it had not been for the almost phobic missional drive of Saint Paul, we might 

not have today’s church. Surely, Jesus provided the content of the church’s witness, but it was 

Paul who organized the church’s witness. He spread its impact to the ends of the known world. 

Listen to our day’s lesson, a well-known and beloved story from Acts 9:1-20: 

[9:1] Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 

went to the high priest [2] and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 

that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 

bound to Jerusalem.  [3] Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 
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suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  [4] He fell to the ground and heard a 

voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  [5] He asked, “Who are you, 

Lord?”  The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  [6] But get up and enter 

the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”  [7] The men who were traveling with 

him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. [8] Saul got up from 

the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the 

hand and brought him into Damascus.  [9] For three days he was without sight, and 

neither ate nor drank. 

 

[10] Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias.  The Lord said to him in a 

vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.”  [11] The Lord said to him, “Get up 

and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 

named Saul.  At this moment he is praying, [12] and he has seen in a vision a man named 

Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”  [13] But 

Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 

done to your saints in Jerusalem; [14] and here he has authority from the chief priests to 

bind all who invoke your name.”  [15] But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an 

instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before 

the people of Israel; [16] I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of 

my name.” 
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[17] So Ananias went and entered the house.  He laid his hands on Saul and said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so 

that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  [18] And immediately 

something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored.  Then he got up and 

was baptized, [19] and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, [20] and immediately he began 

to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God” (Acts 9:1-20). 

 

Luke wrote that in Jerusalem “Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house; 

dragging off both men and women, he committed them to prison.” This lesson discloses Paul’s 

great change: from persecutor to evangelist. At the time, Jews often had two names: a Semitic 

one (“Saul”) and a Roman/Greek name (“Paul”). Early on, Christianity was known as “the Way.” 

Those “who belonged to the Way” were Jewish Christians who worshipped in synagogues. In 

verses 4-5, Luke makes it clear that by persecuting members of “the way,” Paul persecuted 

Christ. Paul’s destination, Damascus (on the western edge of the Syrian desert) was the hub of 

important caravan routes. Paul’s contemporary Josephus, a historian, wrote that there were 

then between 10,000 and 18,000 Jews living in Damascus. 

 “The Conversion of Saul,” story is a largely familiar to Christians and we often use it as an 

example of coming to faith. This story challenges Christians who think that growing up in the 

church equates to a mature faith. Authentic Christian faith requires an adult commitment to 

Christ. Saul’s experience reminds us that that a transition or a change can knock you off your 
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feet and challenge the way you have been living (Mark Trotter, Quarterly Review, “Acts in 

Easter,” Winter 1994-95, p. 438). 

 Scholars suggest that Rome granted Jews the right to extradite their own from beyond 

Palestine. Thus, Paul obtained letters to Damascus synagogues to bind members of “the Way” 

and drag them to Jerusalem. Jesus’ followers were not separate from Judaism in Paul’s time. 

Rather, Paul saw them as rebels within Judaism, an evil threat to the law. Paul wanted to 

defend his Hebrew tradition. Christ’s followers threatened the values with which Paul had 

grown up and lived from his youth. 

 Jesus knew the Torah. Yet, Jesus practiced the law unlike the Pharisees. His rule of “love” 

widened the law, or as Jesus himself said, “fulfilled the law.” Jesus’ approach to faith angered 

the Jewish establishment. So, Paul was on his way to Damascus to protect the vested interests 

of Judaism. Perhaps for a personality like Paul’s, a beam of laser-like light was necessary to get 

his attention. Each of us has our blind spots. In every life that eventually makes a mature 

commitment to Christ there comes a moment of truth. Whether or not it is a flash of light, or an 

unusually painful situation, or simply the recognition that we are not alone; each of us comes to 

a truth upon which we stake our lives. For us, this experience happened at church camp, or 

during confirmation, or perhaps on a “Walk to Emmaus”—or perhaps the ER. Wherever we 

were, we at that moment embraced the gospel as a way to define us. 

 John Wesley had his heart strangely warmed. Martin Luther grasped something new and 

powerful about grace as he studied Romans. Perhaps we too can understand the profound 

implications of a life-changing call from God. Augustine offers the following about conversion 

(Confessions, Book 8, 29th section): 



5 
 

I was weeping in the most bitter contrition of my heart, when I heard the voice of children 

from a neighboring house chanting, “take up and read; take up and read.” I could not 

remember ever having heard the like, so checking the torrent of my tears, I arose, 

interpreting it to be no other than a command from God to open the book and read the 

first chapter I should find. Eagerly then I returned to the place where I had laid the volume 

of the apostle. I seized, opened, and in silence read that section on which my eyes first fell: 

“Not in revelry and drunkenness, not in licentiousness and lewdness, not is strife and envy; 

but put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts” 

(Romans 13:12-14). No further would I read, nor did I need to. For instantly at the end of 

this sentence, it seemed as if a light of serenity infused into my heart and all the darkness 

of doubt vanished away.  

 

 Each of us will come to a moment when we have to decide the course of life—with God or 

on our own. Yet, the decision is never easy. These decisions may threaten many things we hold 

dear. My prayer is that when we come to our moment of truth we will at least think and pray 

hard about who it is that is giving us an opportunity to find real meaning and worth in the life 

God gives us as a precious gift. After all, Easter is a season and not simply a day. Easter is about 

resurrection—our resurrection to life in God. Amen. 

David Mosser, SUMC, Salado, Texas 76571 


