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March 19 Week Four 

Gifts We Give to Jesus: Our Thanks  

Luke 17:11-19 

 On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria 

and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten men with skin diseases approached 

him. Keeping their distance from him, they raised their voices and said, “Jesus, 

Master, show us mercy!” When Jesus saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to 

the priests.” As they left, they were cleansed. One of them, when he saw that he 

had been healed, returned and praised God with a loud voice. He fell on his 

face at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus 

replied, “Weren’t ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? No one returned to 

praise God except this foreigner?” Then Jesus said to him, “Get up and go. Your 

faith has healed you.”- CEB 

Opening Thought/Question for Discussion (5 minutes):  

What do you think is happening in this picture? How does looking at it make you 

feel? Share with the group. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20230302745755175&code=ACT&RC=57567&Row=15 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20230302745755175&code=ACT&RC=57567&Row=15
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Biblical Context (Teacher read to group): (5-10 minutes) 

Read the passage above in the children’s Bible or the CEB Bible. 

 Leprosy is a contagious skin disease. In the time of the Bible, people who 

caught leprosy had to live away from their families and friends so they would not 

get them sick. The Samaritan leper had the same faith in Jesus as the other nine 

did. It was their faith in Jesus is what caused them to be healed. But unlike the 

others, the Samaritan leper’s faith also caused him to joyfully give thanks to 

Jesus for being healed. It is true that the other nine may have praised God 

somewhere else later on, but the Samaritan praised God while also thanking 

Jesus.  

 The fact that the man who returns to praise God and thank Jesus is a 

Samaritan is something we learn at the end of the story. This would have been 

shocking to those of Jewish heritage who first heard this story, because 

Samaritans and Jewish people were enemies. Jesus healing the Samaritan and 

the Samaritan praising Jesus shows that everyone can and should respond to 

Jesus with praise and thanksgiving when they encounter the love and healing of 

God. 

Here’s the main point: We thank Jesus not because he needs it, but because it is 

important for our souls and our Christian faith. Gratitude is water for our souls. 

Questions for consideration: (5-10 minutes) 

 How do you think the ten men felt when they were sick? 

 How do you think the men felt when they had been healed? 

 Why do you think one man returned to thank Jesus? 

 

Reinforcing Activity: (10-20 minutes) Thank You Poster 

Supplies: posterboard, markers, crayons, sharpie 

Directions: before class, write “Thank You God” in the middle of the 

posterboard. All around the words, help the children write or draw pictures of 

things they are thankful to God for (family, friends, pets, food, safety, etc). The 

poster can be put up in the classroom on one of the blank walls. 

 

Sunday School Homework: (5 minutes) Make a list 

Supplies: markers/crayons/pens/pencils, paper 

Directions: Make a list (or draw a picture) of one way you can say thank you to 

God every day this week. (examples: thanking God for our food before meals, 
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thanking God for a good day at the end of the day, thanking God for friends, 

etc.) 

 

Pray: (5-10 minutes) 

Supplies: candle and lighter or electric tea light 

 Light a candle (or an electric tea light) in the space as a way to recognize 

that God is with us.  

 Allow time for the group to share any prayer requests they may have.  

 Close with the following prayer: 

Dear Lord, we are stopping now to say thank you so much for all that you have 

given us. Sometimes, we often forget to say, "Thank You." Help us to remember 

to give thanks every day for all that You do for us. In Jesus' name we pray, 

amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


