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March 19 Week Four Adult Lesson 

Gifts We Give to Jesus: Our Thanks  

 

Luke 17:11-19 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria 

and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their 

distance, they called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" When he 

saw them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they 

went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was 

healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at 

Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, "Were 

not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them 

found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to 

him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well."- NRSV 

 

Opening Thought/Question for Discussion (5 minutes): 

 

What thoughts or feelings does this picture inspire? Share with the group. 

 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20230302745755175&code=ACT&RC=57567&Row=15  

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20230302745755175&code=ACT&RC=57567&Row=15
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Biblical Context (Read together or on your own): (5-10 minutes) 

 

 The Samaritan leper had the same faith in Jesus as the other nine did, 

whose faith in Jesus caused them to be healed. But unlike the others, the 

Samaritan leper’s faith also resulted in an honest and profound outpouring of 

thanks to the one who healed him. It is true that the other nine may have 

praised God elsewhere later on, but the Samaritan praised God while also 

thanking Jesus. This man’s experience of physical salvation from Jesus is a 

powerful experience with God. For the Samaritan, he cannot help but 

immediately thank Jesus and praise God. 

 The fact that the man who returns to praise God and thank Jesus is a 

Samaritan is not immediately known to those who would have first heard this 

story, in fact it is not until almost the end of the passage that we learn that the 

one who returns to thank Jesus was not Jewish, that he was in fact a heretical 

and despised Samaritan. This information would have shocked those of Jewish 

heritage in the original audience, but would have been an indicator to those 

who had been Gentile that Jesus responds to and cares for non-Jewish people 

just as he responds to and cares for the Jewish people. It would have reinforced 

the idea that anyone can and should respond to Jesus with praise and 

thanksgiving when they encounter the love and healing of God. 

 

Here’s the main point: 

We thank Jesus not because he needs it, but because we need it for our faith 

and as a part of working out our salvation. Gratitude is water for our souls. 

 

Questions for consideration: (10-20 minutes) 

 How do you think the ten men felt when they were ill and outcasts from 

their societies? 

 How do you think the men felt when they had been healed? 

 Why do you think one man returned to thank Jesus? What made him 

different than the other nine? 

 Has there been a time in your life where you were so overwhelmed with 

thankfulness and praise to God that you had to stop and praise God right 

there? 

 What changes about your experience with Jesus when you intentionally 

thank God for the gifts you receive or experience?  

 

Weekly Application: (5 minutes) Make a List 

Supplies: paper, post it note, etc, and pencil or pen 

Directions: Take a moment and list of 5-10 (or more!) things you are thankful for. 

After you are done, pray silently and thank God for those things, people, or gifts. 

Keep the list and each day offer thanks to God for the things on the list. You 

may even add things each day as you continue to see things you have to be 

thankful for. 



11 
 

Pray: (5-10 minutes) 

Supplies: candle and a lighter 

 Light a candle in the space as a way to recognize that God is with us.  

 Allow time for the group to share any prayer requests that they may have.  

 Close with the following prayer: 

God, we are thankful for all that you have given to us, for your love, and for 

your presence with us. May we make time to offer you our praise and 

thankfulness more often than we do now. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


