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Who’s on the throne of YOUR life? 

Back during Advent, we talked about the gifts Jesus gives us. Things like peace and hope 

and joy and love. It’s interesting, then, isn’t it, that Jesus’ life started out with people giving HIM 

gifts. That’s what our sermon series is about this Lent. The gifts WE give Jesus. 

And here, in this story, we’ve got an example. Did you ever take a second to think about 

the gifts the wise men gave Jesus? I mean, why did they give him gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh? Some people say these gifts symbolize and foreshadow Jesus’ life. Gold is a kingly gift, 

and he was born to be a king. Frankincense was used for religious rites, it symbolized Jesus’ 

divinity. And Myrrh was used to embalm dead bodies—foreshadowing Jesus’ death for our 

forgiveness. In these gifts, we see who Jesus was and what he came to do for us. 

And these are gifts that these men from the east gave to Jesus. Now, let’s think about 

that for a minute. Matthew calls them wise men. But these men weren’t just smart guys. Most 

experts think they were priests of the eastern Zoroastrian religion. They were among the most 

learned people in the world at that time. They were astronomers before there were 

astronomers. They were very highly thought of and highly placed within their culture. And 

these fully grown, powerful, intelligent men followed a star until it took them to a little baby. 

And not just any baby, but a baby in a manger.  

You’ll notice in the story that they didn’t start their search in Bethlehem. They first went 

to Jerusalem, the heart of Judaism, the place where any self-respecting king would get himself 

born, the place of power and wealth and luxury; the place where they expected to find a king. 



But he wasn’t there. Instead, they were told to go to the little, pastoral village of Bethlehem. 

And it was there, in small, out of the way Bethlehem, that they found a little baby, born to 

parents who couldn’t afford to find anywhere better than a barn to have their baby born. 

Now, I’m fairly certain Jesus wasn’t what those wise men were expecting. In fact, if I had 

been one of those wise men, I might well have done a double take. I might well have wondered 

whether I’d interpreted the signs correctly. Could this really be the king of the Jews? I might 

have just turned around and kept looking for someone else to put up on the throne. 

But that’s not what the wise men did. They bowed down to this little baby in the 

manger and they gave him their gifts, they gave him the treasures they had hauled all that way 

with them. Even though they had every reason not to be impressed with this little baby, they 

gave him their gifts and recognized him as the one who would one day sit on the throne. 

Which raises the question I started with. Who, or what, sits on the throne of your life? 

Now, my gut reaction to that question is to say something like, “well, it doesn’t have to just be 

one thing, does it?” But the video we just saw suggests otherwise. The throne only seats one.  

Jesus tells us so. Many of y’all will remember the rich young ruler, who asked Jesus how 

to get eternal life. Jesus told him to sell everything he owned and give the money to the poor. 

Now, Jesus doesn’t tell him this because money is bad. He tells him this because he knows that 

money was occupying the throne of that young man’s life, and that there’s only room for one 

on the throne. As the young man goes away disconsolate because he can’t do what Jesus says, 

Jesus gives his disciples the moral of the story: “you can’t serve God and money,” you’ve got to 

pick. 



I imagine Jesus’ response would have been the same if he’d been asked the same 

question by a person who was obsessed with their job, or with their car or house or family. 

There’s only room for one on the throne. 

So back to the original question, what is the one thing that sits on the throne of your 

life? Now, we all know the right answer. We wouldn’t have drug ourselves here this morning if 

we didn’t. We all know the answer is Jesus. God created us and Jesus, the second person of the 

Holy Trinity and God’s only son, gave us salvation through his life, death, and resurrection. If 

you’re a child or youth and you get asked a question in Sunday School, anyone know the right 

answer? Jesus. Well, the wise men knew the right answer. And it IS the right answer: Jesus. 

And so, like in that video, we tell God and everyone else, we even tell ourselves, that 

we’re putting him on the throne. But is that really what we do? Is God really the most 

important thing in our lives? Do we sometimes approach Jesus the way I imagine those wise 

men might have? Do we look at him and say, “Is that really you? Are you really the king? 

Because you’re not what I would expect of a king. You’re telling me to believe and behave in 

ways that are totally different from what I’m used to. In the world where I live, when someone 

disrespects me, I disrespect them back; when someone hurts me, I hurt them back. Yet you tell 

me that if you’re really the king of my life, I’ll should be loving my enemies and praying for 

those who persecute me. In the world where I live, I’ve got to look out for number one because 

no one else is going to; I worry about keeping myself and my family safe, about making sure I’ve 

got enough money to survive retirement, to eat, to get that Cybertruck I’ve always wanted. Yet 

you’re telling me that if I’ll just trust you, all that will all take care of itself (well, maybe not the 



Cybertruck part). None of what you say makes any sense. How can I believe you? How can I 

trust you? How can I put you on the throne of my life?” 

Now, I doubt many of us would actually say this out loud, or even really think it through 

like this. But I think most of us end up at the same place, saying Jesus is on the throne of our 

lives but having trouble actually putting him there. 

So, who really IS on the throne of your life?  

And, as with the wise men, I think one of the easiest ways to figure that out is to look at 

where we put our treasures. Just like they gave their treasures to the one who they knew would 

occupy the throne, we give our treasures to the one who occupies our throne. 

Now, most of us don’t have much gold, frankincense, or myrrh laying around the house, 

but we do have treasures. Those things that we put a high value on. So, what are some of those 

things? What are some of our treasures? Things like attention, time, money. 

From our answers, we can start to address the question of who really IS on the throne of 

our lives. On whom or what do we bestow the treasure of our time, money, thoughts, 

attention? Who’s number one in your life? Is it God, or is it you? Is it God, or is it your country, 

your family, or your job, or your video games.  

This morning, I want us to actually answer that question. I’m going to give you a few 

minutes now to examine your life; to look at where you put your treasure, the things you value 

the most, and then answer for yourself this question, who or what is on the throne of your life. 

Now, if you’re like me, this isn’t an easy question to answer. There may be one thing, or 

lots of things, that take turns being on the throne of our lives. So here’s what I’d like you to do. 

In your seats we’ve got these little gift tags to represent the gifts we give to Jesus. I’d like you to 



take one of those tags and fill it out. I’m going to give you a minute to think about ONE thing 

that tends to replace Jesus on the throne of your life, and when you’ve thought of that thing, fill 

out the card and then, as you’re leaving the sanctuary, put it in one of the gift boxes; give Jesus 

the gift of taking that thing off the throne, so he can have a little more room. 

 


