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March 12 Week Three 

Gifts We Give to Jesus: Our Treasure 

Matthew 2:1-12 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King 

Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the 

newborn king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to 

honor him.” When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in 

Jerusalem was troubled with him. He gathered all the chief priests and the legal 

experts and asked them where the Christ was to be born. They said, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote: You, Bethlehem, land of 

Judah, by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah, because from you 

will come one who governs, who will shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod 

secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when the star 

had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

carefully for the child. When you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may 

go and honor him.” When they heard the king, they went; and look, the star 

they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stood over the place 

where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. They 

entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, 

they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Because they were warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another 

route.- CEB 

Opening Thought/Question for Discussion (5 minutes): 

Have the children listen to or read the hymn “We Three Kings” (number 254 in 

the UMH). A YouTube video of the song can be found here: 

https://youtu.be/jBwL3y-Wlms. Ask the question: How do you think the wise men 

felt when they were on their long journey to meet Jesus? Allow anyone to 

answer that wishes to. 

 

Biblical Context (Teacher read to group): (5-10 minutes) 

Read the passage above from the children’s Bible or the CEB Bible.  

The person who wrote the book of Matthew is comparing the mean and 

jealous behavior of Herod, the King, about the birth of Jesus, to the honest, and 

real interest of the Magi, who were not Kings and not Jewish. Herod is trying to 

get more respect, more stuff, while the Magi travel a long distance to worship 

https://youtu.be/jBwL3y-Wlms
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the new King Jesus, giving up their time, their stuff, and even brining valuable 

gifts.  

Herod is a terrible king and an awful ruler. That is not the kind of ruler that 

Jesus came to be. He is good, kind, and loving. He wants to be the ruler of our 

lives, more than any earthly King. When the Magi use their time to travel in order 

to worship him and present him with valuable gifts, they are giving us a good 

example of what it looks like to use our gifts and treasure to honor God. They 

worship Jesus, not Herod. 

Here’s the main point: There is room for one thing or person to be the leader or 

ruler of your life. God wants to be that one person. 

Questions for consideration: (5-10 minutes) 

 How do you think the wise men felt when they met Jesus? 

 How do you think Mary felt when the wise men came to see her and 

Jesus? 

 What do you think it means for God to be the leader or ruler of your life? 

 Is it easy or hard for you to let God be the leader or ruler of your life? 

 

Reinforcing Activity: (10-20 minutes) Baby Jesus Scavenger Hunt 

Supplies: baby Jesus (picture or baby roll), hiding spaces 

Directions: Hide the baby Jesus is various places around the room (or even the 

church), have the children work together to hunt for and find baby Jesus. 

Children can take turns hiding Jesus, or the adults can hide him. 

Sunday School Homework: (5 minutes) Crowns 

Supplies: half-sheets with crowns on them, markers, crayons. 

Directions: have each child write (or write for them) God is the Ruler. Let them 

decorate the crowns however they want. Have them take home the crowns 

and ask them to think about how God can be the leader of their life. 

Pray: (5-10 minutes) 

Supplies: candle and lighter or electric tea light 

 Light a candle (or an electric tea light) in the space as a way to recognize 

that God is with us.  

 Allow time for the group to share any prayer requests they may have.  

 Close with the following prayer: 
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God, make us people who search for your love and goodness. Let us keep you 

as the leader of our bodies, minds, and hearts each day. Help us to remember 

that there is no greater gift than you son, Jesus. Amen.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
1 Prayer adapted from Emily Slichter Given, “The Wise mend and the Escape to Egypt,” Building Faith Brick by Brick, 
Morehouse Education Resources, New York, 2014. 


