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March 12 Week Three Adult Lesson 
Gifts We Give to Jesus: Our Treasure 

 
Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 
him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 'And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. – NRSV 
 
Opening Thought/Question for Discussion (5 minutes): 
 
Find a United Methodist Hymnal and turn to hymn 254 “We Three Kings.” As a 
group, read all the verses. Ask the question: How do you think the wise men felt 
when they were on their long journey to meet Jesus? Allow any to answer that 
wish to share. 
 
 
Biblical Context (Read together or on your own): (5-10 minutes) 

This is another passage that can be easy to gloss over, because if we’ve 
spent any time in the Bible or in church, we have heard this story. But there is 
much at work behind the scenes of this familiar story. For example, one theme 
at play in the story is Matthew’s paralleling the cruel and jealous interest of 
Herod in the newborn King of the Jews with the honest, earnest interest of the 
Magi, who are Gentiles. Herod is seeking to increase his own power and 
treasure, while the Magi travel a long distance to worship the new King, using 
their time, resources, and even brining valuable gifts.  

However, this story isn’t primarily about Jewish people missing the signs of 
the promised messiah, and it isn’t about righteous Gentiles. The story is about 
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earthly power versus divine power.  The next time the phrase “King of the Jews” 
appears in Matthew, it is what is written above Jesus as he is crucified. Herod is a 
terrible king, he is a violent and ruthless ruler. That is not the kind of ruler that 
Jesus came to be. He is good, kind, and loving. He wants to be the ruler of our 
lives, more than any earthly King. When the Magi use their time and resources to 
travel in order to worship Jesus and present him with valuable gifts, they are 
providing Matthew’s audience, and us today, with an incredible example of 
using our gifts and treasure to honor God. They worship Jesus, not Herod. They 
know Herod has earthly power, but realize that even as an infant, Jesus’s divine 
power supersedes Herod’s. 
 
 
Here’s the main point: 
There is room for only one on the throne of your life. God wants to be the one. 
 
Questions for consideration: (10-20 minutes) 

• Why do you think the wise men were willing to undertake such a long 
journey to worship Jesus, the “King of the Jews,” when they were not 
Jewish? 

• Why do you think King Herod was afraid when he heard of the birth of 
Jesus? Why do you think people in power frequently fear change? 

• Have you ever felt what it feels like to really trust in God? What situation 
brought about that feeling of trust? 

• What do you think it means for God to be the ruler of your life? 
 
Weekly Application: (5 minutes)  
Think back to the last question “What do you think it means for God to be the 
ruler of your life.” Think about what might be different about your life if God was 
the ruler of every part of your life. This week we have a challenge: the challenge 
is to be fully mindful that the God is the ruler of your life each day. Keep this 
thought in at the front of your mind and see if your life looks any different on the 
days or moments you are successful at the challenge. 
 
Pray: (5-10 minutes) 
Supplies: candle and a lighter 

• Light a candle in the space as a way to recognize that God is with us.  
• Allow time for the group to share any prayers requests that they may 

have.  
• Close with the following prayer: 

God, we stand in awe that you would come in the vulnerability of an infant 
among us. Give us the desire to seek you in unexpected places and give us the 
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eyes to be amazed at the awesomeness of your presence. May we learn to 
worship you and faithfully follow you in all we do. Amen.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
3 Prayer taken from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/epiphany-sunday/epiphany-sunday-year-
a-lectionary-planning-notes/epiphany-sunday-year-a-faith-formation.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/epiphany-sunday/epiphany-sunday-year-a-lectionary-planning-notes/epiphany-sunday-year-a-faith-formation
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/epiphany-sunday/epiphany-sunday-year-a-lectionary-planning-notes/epiphany-sunday-year-a-faith-formation

