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March 5 Week Two Children’s Lesson 

Gifts We Give to Jesus: Our Hearts 

Luke 19:1-10 

“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through town. 2 A man there named 

Zacchaeus, a ruler among tax collectors, was rich. 3 He was trying to see who 

Jesus was, but, being a short man, he couldn’t because of the crowd. 4 So he 

ran ahead and climbed up a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus, who was 

about to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to that spot, he looked up and 

said, “Zacchaeus, come down at once. I must stay in your home today.” 6 So 

Zacchaeus came down at once, happy to welcome Jesus. 7 Everyone who saw 

this grumbled, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus 

stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my possessions to the 

poor. And if I have cheated anyone, I repay them four times as much.” 9 Jesus 

said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this household because he too is a 

son of Abraham. 10 The Human One[a] came to seek and save the lost.” -CEB 

 

Opening Thought/Question for Discussion (5 minutes): 

Show the children the video to the song “Zacchaeus was a Wee Little Man.” Let 

them sing or dance along: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGiPYzaHgjI  

 

Biblical Context (Teacher read to group): (5-10 minutes) 

Start by reading together the scripture above or reading the story of Zacchaeus 

in the children’s Bible (depending on the age group). 

Zacchaeus sees Jesus and when Jesus sees Zacchaeus, he calls him by name! 

More than that, Jesus decides to spend time with Zacchaeus which showed him 

Zacchaeus that Jesus cared for him. Other people in town did not like 

Zacchaeus, because he wasn’t always fair with them, he took too much of their 

money and kept it for himself. Jesus showed Zacchaeus that he cared about 

him. As a result, Zacchaeus changed the way he treated others, giving away his 

money to those in need and to those he had taken too much money from.  

When Zacchaeus met Jesus, everything changed for him. When we experience 

the love of Jesus, we should not be the same either, something should be 

different about us. 

Here’s the main point: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+19%3A1-10&version=CEB#fen-CEB-25732a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGiPYzaHgjI
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When we experience God’s love or know God’s love, we should be different, 

we should become more like Jesus. 

 

Questions for consideration: (5-10 minutes) 

 Have you ever done something that wasn’t fair or that hurt others? How 

did you feel? 

 How do you think Zacchaeus felt when he met Jesus? 

 Have you ever felt bad about something that you did, and then did 

something to fix it? How did that feel? 

 What do you think it means to follow Jesus like Zacchaeus did? 

 

Reinforcing Activity: (10-20 minutes) Zacchaeus in the Tree 

Supplies needed: construction paper, pencils, markers, green ink pad (optional), 

Legos 

Directions: 

Provide the children with a piece of construction paper and have them trace 

(or help them trace) the child's arm and open hand onto the paper. Have the 

children color the arm and hand brown and use a green ink pad or marker to 

use their fingers to print leaves on their tree. Have the children draw a picture of 

Zacchaeus sitting on a tree branch (their outstretched thumb). If the children do 

not want to draw, they can build a Lego tree and have a Lego Zacchaeus 

sitting in the tree. 

 

Sunday School Homework: (5 minutes) 

Below the picture of Zacchaeus in the tree (or on a separate piece of paper if 

they created a Lego project instead), have the children write down (or dictate 

as you write for them), one thing they can do this week to show that they follow 

Jesus (telling the truth, being kind to siblings, treating others with care/respect, 

etc). Ask them to take the paper home and keep it in their rooms somewhere 

they can see it this week as a reminder. 
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Pray: (5-10 minutes) 

Supplies: candle and lighter or electric tea light 

 Light a candle (or an electric tea light) in the space as a way to recognize 

that God is with us.  

 Allow time for the group to share any prayer requests they may have.  

 Close with the following prayer: 

God, help us to follow Jesus with all of our actions, thoughts, and words. Help us 

to love you and think about what that looks like. Then let us live it out every day. 

Amen. 

  


