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March 5 Week Two Adult Lesson 

Gifts We Give to Jesus: Our Hearts 

 

Luke 19:1-10 

 “He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see 

who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was 

short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 

because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he 

looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at 

your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All 

who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one 

who is a sinner.’ 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my 

possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of 

anything, I will pay back four times as much.’ 9 Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today 

salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For 

the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’”- NRSV 

 

 

Opening Thought/Question for Discussion (5 minutes): 

 

Have each person reflect on the question: “If Jesus walked in this room right now 

and called me by name, I would…” Allow for any to share that wish to. 

 

 

Biblical Context (Read together or on your own): (5-10 minutes) 

 

The story of Zacchaeus’s encounter with Jesus is one that adults can overlook if 

they grew up in the church, connecting it with children’s Sunday school songs 

like “Zacchaeus was a Wee Little Man.” However, this story offers quite a bit for 

us to think about if we put aside the notion that the story is one meant only for 

children. Zacchaeus encounters a Jesus who knows his name and spends time 

with him and honors him when others won’t or don’t. As a result, Zacchaeus 

comes to believe Jesus is who he says he is, and Zacchaeus radically responds 

to this experience with Jesus. 

 

Luke’s original audience might have heard a few different messages from this 

passage. One might have heard that every person is a part of God’s chosen 

people, there is no person who should be excluded from being able to 

experience the love of God. Another message would have been a model on 

how followers of Jesus should be expected to handle wealth and worldly 

possessions.  
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Though not something modeled often, Zacchaeus’s willingness to give away 

half of his wealth to the poor and then use the remaining wealth to repay those 

he had wronged was a sign that Zacchaeus was serious about the commitment 

he was making to repent, or change course, and follow Jesus. This is the kind of 

change Jesus is looking for from all of us. Not just knowledge of what God is 

asking of us, not just knowing or saying the right words, not showing up on 

Sundays or Wednesdays for church. The kind of change Jesus came to bring 

about is all of that and more. It encompasses all of who we are. Our minds, our 

bodies, our souls, all that we possess or have access to. 

 

 

Here’s the main point: 

Jesus wants all of who we are. 

 

Questions for consideration: (10-20 minutes) 

• What does it mean for you to be reminded of Jesus’s love for you even 

when you have felt left out, excluded, or otherwise othered? 

• Have you had an encounter with God that in some way changed you? 

What changed as a result of your experience with God? 

• What do you think holds us back from giving all of ourselves to Jesus when 

we decide to follow him? 

 

Weekly Application: (5 minutes) 

Supplies: paper and pen 

Write down the biggest area or thing in your life you are holding back from God. 

Think about why it is hard to give whatever that is over to God, and consider 

one way you might work to give it God this week. Think about what living a life 

where Jesus has all of who we are might look like for you. 

 

Pray: (5-10 minutes) 

Supplies: candle and a lighter 

• Light a candle in the space as a way to recognize that God is with us.  

• Allow time for the group to share any prayers requests that they may 

have.  

• Close with the following prayer: 

Lord, may we, like Zacchaeus, be willing to seek you out no matter the 

cost. May we be transformed by your image, your grace, your mercy, and 

your love, so that all we say and do reflects you. Amen.2 
 

 

 

 
2 Prayer adapted from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/face-to-face-with-jesus/twenty-first-
sunday-after-pentecost-year-c-lectionary-planning-notes/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-c-small-groups.  


