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Have any of you ever had a really good idea and then, once you’re in the middle of it, 

said to yourself, “What was I thinking?” 

We’re now in the third and final week of our sermon series on money, Money Can’t Buy 

Me Love. And I’m having one of those moments. We’ve been following along with John 

Wesley’s famous saying on money: make all you can, save all you can, and give all you can. And 

I was all in on the first 2 weeks. Making all we can and saving all we can. But now that we’re 

here at the giving part, I’m having second thoughts.  

Now, I do get it. I understand that as Christians, we’re supposed to give. In fact, you may 

have heard me mention it once or twice.  

But what bothers me is the “all” part. Wesley doesn’t say give some or part. He says give 

it all. Really? Does he really mean we should give “all” we can? 

I mean, even the Bible doesn’t seem to talk about giving it all. It talks about tithing, 

right? Giving a certain percentage, usually 10%.  

And I can deal with that. It’s concrete, it’s definite. I like clear rules. My family gladly 

tithes and I know many of you do as well. And one of the things I like about it is that it IS so 

concrete and definite. I give my designated percentage—it doesn’t have to be 10%. It could be 

20% or 30%. Actually, I think for Wesley it was in the neighborhood of 80%. But once I’ve got 

the number, I plug it into my budget and my automatic bill payment and I don’t have to think 

about it anymore. I can move on to other things, right? 

But John Wesley seems to be saying that’s not enough. He seems to say we’ve got to 

give it ALL.   

Now, I do understand where he’s coming from. As we talked about last week, as 

Christians, we believe that everything we have—our lives, the world we live in, our families and 



friends, our money—are given to us by God, not as presents for us to waste, but as gifts for us 

to steward—to take care of on behalf of God. In other words, none of the stuff we think 

belongs to us really belongs to us. It all belongs to God.  

And, of course, when Wesley says to give all we can, he’s not talking about plunging 

ourselves or our families into poverty. If our lives and the lives of those close to us are gifts 

from God, we need to take care of them too.  

So, there’s at least that.  But this still leaves everything else. And that’s a lot. Where 

does the brand new house fit into that? Or the brand new car? 

So, here’s an idea. Maybe we shouldn’t just listen to John Wesley on this one. Maybe we 

should ask for a second opinion. Maybe Jesus can help us out. Which brings us to today’s 

scripture lesson, where Jesus tells us not to store up treasures here on earth, where moths and 

rust consume and thieves break in and destroy. Hmmm. On second thought, maybe not. 

Sounds like Jesus and Wesley are pretty much on the same page. 

Now, Jesus does have his reasons. He’s got two of them in fact. First, earthly wealth is 

transient. Moths and rust destroy it. Thieves steal it. God has entrusted us with this stuff for 

just a little while. In the context of all eternity, our 70, 80, maybe 90 years here is really, really 

short. Jesus seems to be saying that balanced against eternity, it’s kind of silly to obsess over 

money and stuff.  

And what makes it especially silly to obsess over this transient stuff is the second 

reason. This stuff is dangerous. The more of it we get, the more we’re likely to want. Study after 

study shows that as a general rule, the more you’ve got, the more dissatisfied you are with 

what you’ve got.  

Once you’ve caught up to the Joneses, you realize now you’ve got to catch up to the 

Smiths. And, before you know it, your stuff has become your god. You think about it, you 

obsess over it. It becomes first in your life. That’s what Jesus means when he says, “your heart 

is where your treasure is.”  



Now, our natural inclination at this point is to say, “it’s not that cut and dried.” We can 

love God AND love our stuff, can’t we? There’s got to be some balance.  

Have any of y’all seen the TV show, The Good Place. It’s one of my favorite TV shows of 

all time, and here’s it’s explanation of how this all works: 

[clip] 

Now, as silly as it sounds when he says it like that, that really is the way a lot of us live. 

Most of us are trying to make sure we get JUST enough good points to get into heaven, while 

still living primarily for our own pleasure. We see God as some cosmic accountant, counting the 

good against the bad, counting all the times we kept faith with the Cowboys against all the 

times we bought ourselves a double mochaccino. And we’re just hoping that once we get to the 

pearly gates, the balance comes out right. 

It’s what we’re used to. It’s how our world works. Value given is balanced against value 

received. The only problem is, that’s not how God’s economy works. God’s economy isn’t about 

receiving value for value, it’s about giving it away. It’s not about keeping our gifts for ourselves, 

but being a steward for the benefit of others. 

And Jesus makes this clear when he says just a few verses later, in verse 24, “No one can 

serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”  

Jesus recognized that our money and our stuff are the biggest obstacles standing 

between us and really making Jesus the lord of our lives. That’s why he talked about it more 

than anything else. And John Wesley recognized the same thing.  

But Wesley also recognized a conundrum. He recognized that if we’re living out of the 

image of God, we’re going to be productive, just like God is productive. We’re going to make all 

we can. And, if we take seriously our job as stewards of God’s gifts, we’re going to make the 

most of them. We’re going to save all we can. Yet that money and what it can get for us is 

dangerous. And so, to get out of the trap, Wesley tells us to give it away; to give all we can or, in 

Jesus’ words, to store up our treasure not here, but in heaven. 



It’s not a question of trade. It’s not a question of balancing. In fact, it’s not related to 

what we DO at all. It’s related to who we are. It’s related to our hearts. It’s related to who or 

what we really, truly, in the depths of our souls, give our allegiance to. Who’s the boss: God or 

money? You’ve got to pick. Only one can be in control. 

And, as much as it pains me as a pastor to say this, I don’t think Jesus or John Wesley 

were necessarily talking about just giving to the church. John Wesley’s point wasn’t that the 

church needs your giving. His point was that YOU need it. You need to get that stuff out of 

YOUR hands and into the hands of someone who needs it. But, of course, as members of the 

body of Christ, it’s important for us to support our local expression of that body—this 

congregation—with at least part of our giving. 

Now, we’re all at different levels in our spiritual walks. Some may just be starting and 

some may be pretty far along. And I’m just going to be blunt. If you want to know where you 

are on that continuum, look at how you approach giving. 

So, if you see giving as a joyful expression of your deepening relationship with God, I 

invite you to fill out one of these cards as an expression of commitment to deepen that 

relationship even more.  

Or, if you’re at the other end of the spectrum and still don’t see the connection between 

giving and faith, I STILL invite you to fill out a card as an act of faith, stepping out and doing 

what Jesus said to do in the confidence that Jesus will reveal to you through your giving the joy 

of a deeper and more meaningful relationship with himself. It could be for a little or it could be 

for a lot, but please just fill one out. 

Please join me, as we take this opportunity to commit to being the people God created 

us to be. 


