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This is the second week in our series about money: Money Can’t Buy Me Love. And, as 

we discussed last week, we’re structuring this series around John Wesley’s famous saying about 

money: make all you can, save all you can, and give all you can. So, today, we’re saving all we 

can. 

And, once again, I’ve got to confess that John Wesley is throwing me for a little bit of a 

loop. Because when I hear the words save all you can, here’s what I think of  

 

[scrooge coal video] 

 

And if this is what John Wesley is talking about, then we may be in trouble, because we 

here in the US are not big into saving. Our savings rate is around 7%. Which makes sense, since 

our economy and culture are actually based on us NOT saving, but consuming. In fact, about 

70% of our economy is dependent on consumer spending. So, when we’re spending and not 

saving, we’re just doing our duty as good, patriotic Americans, right?   

And, on first blush, today’s story appears to support our consumer culture.  

In this story, we’ve got the three slaves. One gets 5 talents, one gets 2 and the last one 

gets one. Now, you’ve got to understand. Jesus was a master of hyperbole and this is a perfect 

example. Because in Jesus’ day, a talent represented a ridiculously large amount of money. In 

fact, a talent was equal to 15-20 years’ worth of an average laborer’s wages.  

So, these slaves were—these people who were so poor they couldn’t even afford to buy 

their own freedom—were entrusted with almost unimaginable wealth by a harsh master who’s 

probably going to punish them horribly if they fail to take good care of it.  

So, what would you do in that situation? Well, I know what I would have done, and it 

wasn’t what the first 2 slaves did. They risked it. They put their money in investments so risky 

that they were able to double their money.  



Only one of them saved what he had been given: the 3rd slave. He made sure it wouldn’t 

be lost. He put it away, safe and sound until the master got back.  

So, it’s kind of amazing, isn’t it, that it’s the third slave that Jesus says is going to be 

tossed into the outer darkness. He’s the one who saved, like John Wesley tells us to do, like 

scrooge did, yet he’s the one who Jesus tells us NOT to be like. So, what’s is going on here? 

Well, I think the first step to figuring this out is to understand exactly what Jesus is 

saying in this story. Because when you dig into it, this parable is less about scrooge, than it is 

about stewardship. And there’s a difference. Stewardship is the idea that, having been 

entrusted with something, it’s our job to make the most of it; to take care of it but more than 

that, to increase it.  

And that’s what the first two slaves did. They made the most of the opportunity they 

were presented with. They responded with a sense of joyful abundance to the opportunity they 

had been given, and they took full advantage of that opportunity. 

The third slave, on the other hand, responded out of fear. He worried about what his 

master would do TO him if he failed, rather than anticipating what his master would do FOR 

him if he succeeded. Rather than responding out of a sense of joyful abundance, he responded 

out of a sense of scarcity, out of fear. He just sat on what he’d been given. 

So, what does this have to do with saving all you can?  

Well, here’s the deal. As Christians, we believe God’s given us everything we have; our 

lives, our abilities, our “talents,” and our money. Now God hasn’t given us these things like we 

give Christmas presents to our kids—to use till we get tired of them and then throw them away. 

God gave us these gifts like the master gave those talents to the slaves. To take care of, to 

steward. We talked last week about how God put Adam in the garden of Eden, into this world, 

to till it and take care of it. God designated Adam, and us, as God’s stewards. To take care of 

and nurture this creation, one another, and our gifts, as God’s representatives in the world.  

And, among the gifts God has given us is money. God calls us to be good stewards of our 

money. That’s what the first 2 slaves did. They didn’t just bury it and leave it the way they had 

received it. They worked with it. They took what they had been given and invested it, they 

increased it.  



But there’s something else going on here below the surface. Not only did the 2 slaves 

nurture and grow what they had been given, they also didn’t waste it. They didn’t throw it 

away. They didn’t say, “Well, the investment seems to be paying off, so now it’s party time!”  

And I think this is where we see that John Wesley and Jesus are talking about the same 

thing. They’re both talking about stewardship. They’re both talking about making the most of 

what we’ve been given, which involves growing and nurturing it, as well as not wasting it. 

Making it, and saving it. Two sides of the same coin. 

Now, I’d love to be able to give you a list of what constitutes wasting what we’ve been 

given, but that’s something each of us has to figure out for ourselves, based on our unique 

abilities and circumstances. But, as you’re thinking about your own situation, I can give you 

something to consider. And that is the question “why?”. Why are you spending what you’re 

spending? Why are you buying that food or those clothes or that car or that house? Do you 

need it, or would it just be cool to have? Is it so you can create or maintain a particular image? 

Is it to keep up with the Joneses? Is it “retail therapy,” something to fulfill an inner need that 

isn’t being met?  

The culture around us tells us that all of this spending and acquiring is not only normal, 

it’s good and necessary. We’re just doing our duty. But what it doesn’t tell us is that it’s 

addictive. The more we indulge our desires, whether for luxury or acclaim or envy or to fill a 

psychological or spiritual void, the worse those problems get and the more we have to do to 

meet the need. It’s like the way an alcoholic or drug addict needs to up the dosage over time to 

get the same effect. So, the more we spend, the less we have. 

But the opposite is also true. The more we steward what we have been given—the more 

we shepherd it and don’t waste it, the more we will be given. You know, it always struck me as 

kind of unfair when Jesus says “to all those who have, more will be given,” and “from those 

who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.” But he’s really only stating the 

obvious. Those who steward what they’ve been given—those who approach life as a joyful 

opportunity—are rewarded. It may not always be with money, but often it is. And those who 

waste their lives—those who approach them from a perspective of fear and scarcity, inevitably 

lose what little they have. 



Which gets me to the last part of John Wesley’s saying, the one we’ll be covering next 

week. As we talked about last week, the reason we make all we can is because we were created 

in the image of a creative, productive God. And as we’ve just discussed, the reason we save all 

we can is because we were created to be God’s stewards, to take care of the world, one 

another, and ourselves. But there’s another reason we don’t waste what God has given us, and 

that’s so we can give it away.  

Remember, we weren’t given all these gifts for ourselves. These aren’t Christmas 

presents. They’re more like loans, like a trust fund for the benefit of the world, our community, 

and the people around us. 

So, we’ve got the pledge cards. They remind us of who we are and whose we are. They 

remind us of why we’re here and why God has given us all the gifts he has. So, I ask that you fill 

one out. It can be this week or the next, but please fill it out. I want us ALL to make that 

commitment to become the persons you were created to be. 

 


