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A Human Trafficking Advent Guide 
 

It may seem odd to have an advent guide that focuses on human trafficking. Many times, when 
we focus on human trafficking, we focus on the horror and tragedy that the victims and 
survivors have suffered. And yes, those stories must be told. But we also need to look to the 
after. After they have been rescued and to the future they have. To the restoration many 
survivors find. To the hope, peace, joy and love they find in Jesus Christ. To the power of 
redemption that those working with survivors see and experience. If we don’t look for the 
positives, then it is easy to get discouraged and believe there is no way to end this tragedy. But 
we know this is wrong. We know there is hope through Jesus Christ, not just for us, but for 
every person. For the trafficked and for the trafficker. For the after-care worker and for the 
buyer. It is our prayer that in using this guide you will find that hope, not just for you, but for all 
individuals.   
 
This advent guide will look at four topics: hope, peace, joy, and love. Each week has a Bible 
verse, suggested songs, and prayer. In addition, each week has a story from either a trafficking 
survivor or aftercare worker on how they have found/seen each theme in Jesus Christ.  
 
Our Hope 
FAAST hopes that this guide will bring you closer to Christ during this advent season. We desire 
that you will have a better understanding of what Christ’s birth meant for each one of us. We 
hope that you will find encouragement from the stories, that we can suffer through tragedy and 
hardship, but, through Jesus Christ, we can become stronger. We hope that you learn more 
about God’s restoring work for each of us through survivors of trafficking. And we hope that 
this will serve as a start for discussion for your church and your family. 
 
How to Use this Guide 
Each week there will be a different topic for study for each Sunday of Advent. For each Sunday 
you will find a verse that highlights the theme for the week to be read, a story from a survivor 
of human trafficking or aftercare worker, and suggested songs to be incorporated into your 
worship. We realize that each church uses different translations; we have used the NIV 
translation here. Please feel free to use whichever translation you or your church prefers. We 
have put the lyrics to the songs we are suggesting, as well as links to where you can access the 
instrumental accompaniment. Some of the songs we suggest are in the public domain, while 
others may not be. Please be cognizant of your church’s worship rules and pay for any rights 
when required. While the daily Advent is typically only in December, the first Sunday of advent 
for 2022 is 27 November. Please plan accordingly. 
 
Included in this guide are stories from survivors and those working in fighting human trafficking 
to help highlight each theme for the week. Our vision is that these stories would be read to the 
congregation, along with the prayer, or in your home, if you are using this individually. You can 
also print out the stories and place them in your bulletins. We are thankful for those who were 
willing to share their stories with us, and the world. We hope you find their stories to be 
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educational, moving and enlightening. Know that some survivors have asked for their names to 
be changed for their protection, which we have done. These have been noted throughout the 
guide when done.  
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The Advent Candles 
 

First Sunday of Advent/First Candle: Light of Hope   
 

Introduction:  
Hope is defined as “to cherish a desire with anticipation: to want something to happen or be 
true.” We have all experienced hope at different times in our lives. It is vital to helping us get 
through those difficult periods in our lives, knowing that there will be an end. The hope that 
Jesus provides for us though is a different hope, a more fulfilling hope. A hope that has us 
looking forward instead of to the past. In the Bible passage we see the hope the coming Christ 
brings us. A future full of truth and grace. On those more difficult days the knowledge that 
Jesus has granted us such grace gives us hope. It is the ultimate hope. Some days it may be 
harder to fight for this hope than others, but as our story of hope reminds us, we need to fight 
for that hope when others cannot do it themselves.  
 

Bible Passage:  
John 1:9-18: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came 
to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God – children born 
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will but born of God. The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John testified concerning him. He 
cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has 
surpassed me because he was before me.’”) Out of his fullness we have all received grace in 
place of grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God 
and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 
 

Story of Hope from a person working with survivors: 
We are thankful for Haley Clark, Director of the Anti-Trafficking and Gender-Based Violence Program, of 
World Hope International, for sharing this story with us.  

 
A 2020 study in the Philippines revealed that one in five children ages 12 to 17 were subjected 
to malicious online sexual abuse while using the Internet during a period of the COVID-19 
Pandemic. (Source: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/21/one-in-five-older-
children-philippines-online-sexual-abuse-study)  
   
These malicious acts include naked images of a child's body being shared without consent or 
them being blackmailed or coerced with money to engage in sexual activities.  
   

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/21/one-in-five-older-children-philippines-online-sexual-abuse-study
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/21/one-in-five-older-children-philippines-online-sexual-abuse-study
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In addition, the study claimed that the COVID-19 Pandemic heightened the vulnerability of 
children in the country, which was already considered a global epicenter of the type of human 
trafficking known as Online Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of Children (OSAEC).  
   
Fifteen-year-old "Queenie*,” was a victim of such abuse.  
     
In 2019, Queenie was unaware that she was being exploited by her older sister "Rose." It 
started with Rose teaching Queenie the basics of TikTok, as she was fond of dancing. It 
escalated to Queenie being introduced virtually, to a foreigner, with whom she would speak 
regularly online. At first, they talked casually and often, but Queenie was soon asked to send 
videos and pictures of herself.  
   
It then reached the point where the foreigner asked Queenie to take off her clothes.  
   
Even though Queenie grew increasingly uncomfortable with the man on the screen and his 
increasingly sexualized requests, Rose would coerce Queenie to comply with his requests such 
as taking her clothes off, dancing while naked and touching her genitals. Queenie was promised 
that her involvement with him would help their family's financial woes, as the man paid for 
what he saw and directed. This exploitation continued for months before the perpetrator 
traveled to visit their town to meet Queenie in person.  
   
Queenie was brought to a local hotel where the foreigner sexually assaulted her; this time his 
abuse took place in person. Following that abuse, her sister continued exploiting her, coercing 
Queenie to talk to others online.   
   
Lamentably, Queenie lost track of the number of foreign sex buyers she encountered online 
during that time.  
     
The abuse came to an end in December 2020. Entrapment by the local authorities happened 
when the sisters were in their backyard looking for a stable WIFI connection. Queenie and her 
younger sister "Liza," were removed from the home and placed in shelter-based care. Liza was 
removed because she was considered at-risk for OSAEC.  
     
In early 2021, the younger siblings were referred to World Hope International (WHI) for 
aftercare services. Rose pleaded guilty to the accusations and was sentenced to 8 years in 
prison.  
   
Both siblings were cared for by a WHI Social Worker, who walked through WHI’s “HILOM” 
(“Healing” in Tagalog) curriculum, which contains therapeutic interventions for OSAEC 
survivors. Likewise, their family received family counseling. In addition, they received livelihood 
assistance to help make them less vulnerable to OSAEC in the future. 
       
While it was difficult to face the facts of her painful story, especially the betrayal felt from being 
exploited by a family member, over time, Queenie finished the HILOM sessions with positive 



8 

 

results. She wrote in a heartfelt letter to WHI that OSAEC survivors like her should not lose 
hope since there are people willing to help survivors recover from their trauma.  
     
"To OSAEC victims like me, don't lose hope. Many people…still want to lend a hand without 
asking for anything in return."  
   
Queenie’s social worker compared Queenie's progress to a butterfly's growth — the 
metamorphosis process.  
     
"I can compare Queenie's transformation to a butterfly's metamorphosis, which starts with only 
hiding in its cocoon, and then grows into a beautiful butterfly that can fly into different places 
through constant communication, home visits, and of course, the HILOM sessions."  
   
Indeed, Queenie's story is an example of how embracing oneself can be the greatest 
transformation a person can go through. Despite her traumatic experiences, Queenie learned 
how to embrace her story rather than attempt to hide from it, and to accept what she went 
through with the help of the people around her, and to have hope for the future.  
   
Queenie found inspiration in her experience of healing and emerged from the process 
transformed.  She survived the struggle. She overcame the darkness. And now, she says she 
feels free and hopeful.   
  
In addition to the therapeutic triumphs made by Queenie, the local hotel where she was 
exploited was reported to the local authorities by the WHI Social Worker. They stated that they 
had already received numerous reports about this hotel and that it was already under 
surveillance. The authorities subsequently conducted a raid that led to the closure of the hotel 
after 25 years of operation.  
 
*Identifying details, including names, have been changed or excluded from this story, to protect the survivors.  

 

Suggested Songs: 
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus – Charles Wesley, Mark E. Hunt
1: Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear Desire of ev'ry nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 
 
2: Joy to those who long to see thee, 
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, 

of thy birth we long to hear! 
O'er the hills the angels singing 
news, glad tidings of a birth: 
"Go to him, your praises bringing; 
Christ the Lord has come to earth." 
3: Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
he whose glories knew no end; 
by his life he brings us gladness, 
our redeemer, Shepherd, Friend, 
Leaving riches without number, 
born within a cattle stall; 
this the everlasting wonder, 

https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/red-mountain-church/come-thou-long-expected-jesus-chords-1690418
https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/red-mountain-church/come-thou-long-expected-jesus-chords-1690418
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Christ was born the Lord of all. 
 
4: Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child, and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

 

O Holy Night – Placide Cappeau 
1: O Holy Night! 
The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth! 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious 
morn! 
 
Chorus: Fall on your knees 
Oh hear the angel voices 
Oh night divine 
Oh night when Christ was born 
Oh night divine 
Oh night divine 
 

2: Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 
Here come the wise men from Orient land 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger 
In all our trials born to be our friend 
 
3: Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our 
brother 
And in His name all oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise 
we, 
Let all within us praise His holy name

 

Suggested Prayer: 
Gracious Father, you are the source of hope. You proclaimed to Adam and Eve a hope of 
deliverance from sin.  You give hope by blessing all the nations through giving Abraham and 
Sarah a son though they were too old to have children.  You gave hope to Joseph, as he was 
sold into the Pharaoh’s service.  You were the source of Israel’s hope in slavery, the desert, in 
Babylon, and in returning to Jerusalem. 
 
Mighty Son, you are the source of hope.  We have hope because you are the promised Messiah.  
We have hope because you lived a sinless life.  We were dead in our sins when you died for us.  
It is because of your death and resurrection that we have hope that we will be saved.  We have 
hope because you sit at the right hand of the Father. 
 
Omniscient Spirit, you are the source of hope.   You rightly guided the Apostles in spread of the 
Gospel to Jews and Greeks, Roman slaves and citizens, and men and women.  You showed hope 
to martyrs who did not see this life as precious and sold it for a greater reward.  You revealed 
hope to the whole world through missionaries spreading the Gospel to the ends of the earth.   
 

https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/misc-christmas/o-holy-night-chords-1092223
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Lord God, thank you for being the source of hope, and we pray that you give hope to trafficking 
survivors; that they see you, feel your presence, and understand how true and great hope in 
You is and can be.  Amen. 
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Second Candle/Sunday of Advent – Light of Peace 
 

Introduction:  
When we experience a traumatic event, it is hard to fathom that we may experience peace 
again. Peace of mind, peace of body, peace of soul all seem so far away. Our story of peace 
from a Survivor of sex trafficking shows how traumatic experiences can just build on one 
another and it seems like there is no escape or peace to be found. But then her story changes 
when she finds and accepts Jesus Christ. Our Bible passage explains that Jesus is not only a 
Wonderful Counselor that we can bring our troubles to and seek guidance from, but He is the 
Prince of Peace. Often when peace is mentioned in the Bible the word Shalom is used. What 
does this mean? Shalom is a peace that encompasses all of one’s well-being: the emotional, the 
physical and the spiritual. The prince of Shalom is the one person who can grant us this kind of 
peace.  
 

Bible Passage: 
Isaiah 9:6-7 - “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” 
 

Story of Peace from a person working with survivors in aftercare: 
We are thankful for Valerie Bellamy, Director of Operations for Compassion First, for providing us with 
this story. 

 
I’ve been thinking a lot about shelters. What it takes to build them and what it means to be 
one. 

 
We chased down a girl stolen from her home, taken to Bali and handed out to men in a jungle 
brothel. 

 
I’ve sat crossed legged across from a mother begging me to take her trafficked 13- year-old 
daughter to a shelter.  

 
I’ve wrapped my arms around a girl I watched grow up, now being traded and used. 

 
Bali is Australia’s most sought out destination for child sex tourism. It’s as dark as it is beautiful 
here, and it is very beautiful. 

 
We’ve been invited to build shelters in Indonesia, but what if we all became shelter 
everywhere we are? 
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Maybe she wouldn’t need an aftercare shelter now if she’d had a safe place to run to then…a 
neighbor, a teacher, a friend, someone paying attention, someone willing to stop and listen, 
and maybe even to stand in the way. 

 
It’s complicated, especially there. Poverty and desperation fuel measures unimaginable to most 
people in western realities. The math almost adds up to sell one child to feed three others 
starving at home. 

 
We are raising money, working with police, searching out buildings and saying our prayers but 
sometimes it doesn’t take much to be the answer to someone else’s. 
 
Sometimes providing shelter means simply showing up. 

 
Sometimes knowing she is not alone is reason enough for traffickers to leave her alone.  

 
Opening the doors of a new shelter can give hope to hundreds, but it’s the wide-open arms of 
God that heal the world. 

 
I saw her this weekend, with her arms raised high and tears splashing onto her sandals. And I 
could see in her eyes and hear in her song she is figuring out where to run. 

 
Not into a place. 

 
Shelter is a person.  

 
The Lord is a shelter for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. Psalm 9:9  
 
Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the 
path of peace.” Luke 1:79 
 

Songs: 
Comfort, Comfort Ye My People – Johannes Olearius 
1:  Comfort, comfort ye My people, 
Speak of peace, now says our God; 
Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
Mourning under sorrow’s load; 
Cry unto Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell her that her sins I cover, 
And her warfare now is over. 
 
2: For the herald’s voice is crying 
In the desert far and near, 

Calling all to true repentance, 
Since the kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way! 
Let the valleys rise to meet Him, 
And the hills bow down to greet Him. 
 
3: Now make straight what long was 
crooked, 
Make the rougher places plain: 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/graceimmanuel.gracemusic/Hymnal_2nd-ed/spiral/Comfort%2C+Comfort+Ye+My+People_7x10.pdf
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As befits His holy reign, 
For the glory of the Lord 
Spreads through all the earth abroad, 

And all flesh shall see the token 
That His Word is never broken.

 
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear – Edmund H Sears
 
1: It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
from heaven's all-gracious King." 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
to hear the angels sing. 
 
2: Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats 
o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains, 
they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o'er its Babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 
 

 
3: And ye, beneath life's crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 
with painful steps and slow, 
look now! for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing. 
O rest beside the weary road, 
and hear the angels sing! 
 
4: For lo! the days are hastening on, 
by prophet seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold 
when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 
and the whole world send back the song 
which now the angels sing.

 

Suggested Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, you are the source of peace.  Your peace was a reality when you created the 
universe and pronounced it good.  Your peace was in the Garden of Eden and was not just an 
absence of conflict but an all-encompassing well-being with humankind that you pronounced to 
be very good.  We broke that peace with the first sin and continue to break that peace daily 
with our thoughts, attitudes, actions and inaction.   
 
Conquering Son, you are the source of peace.  You are the Prince of Peace. When we broke the 
peace, you came to earth to bring peace, but instead we rejected and crucified you. Though we 
did not deserve it, your conquering of death brought us back into a peaceful relationship with 
You. Our peace is restored because of your advocacy before the throne of God. 
 
Wonderful Spirit, you are the source of peace. You bring us to peace through drawing us to 
God. You show us peace in times of trouble. You lavish peace on us by building the Church.  You 
produce peace in the Church through your counsel. Any peace in our lives exists because of 
you. 
 

https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/misc-christmas/it-came-upon-a-midnight-clear-chords-1797022
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Lord God, we thank you for being the source of peace.  We pray that you bring peace to 
trafficking survivors and traffickers alike. We pray that they find not only peace in their earthly 
lives, but also find peace with You, that we might live forever in abiding peace together.   
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Third Candle/Sunday of Advent – Light of Joy  
 

Introduction: 
One can easily assume that joy is just an outward presentation of happiness. And in one sense it 
is that, but Biblical joy is so much more than that. The joy that we find in Jesus Christ gives us 
both strength and courage. It is a joy that overcome terror as we see in our Bible passage. And 
even more clearly, we see how this in our story from an aftercare worker. Below, we see 
Leena’s joy radiating from her as she is experiencing a life and future that did not seem 
possible.  
 

Bible Passage:  
Luke 2:7-15 – “and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.  
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you; You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying,  

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
And on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
 

Story of Joy from a person working with survivors in aftercare: 
We are thankful for Jennifer Barratt, Executive Director, at Project Rescue for providing us this story.  

 
This year Project Rescue has had a truly miraculous opportunity to bring hope to a community 
in Southern Asia that has been entrapped in a cycle of exploitation for centuries. For 500 
generations, poverty and greed have led to the daughters in this community being 
systematically groomed for prostitution from the time they are born. By age 12, most families 
are prostituting their young girls full-time. Education is not even a consideration for most. Little 
girls like Leena, orphaned as a baby and living with her grandmother, are seen as a means of 
income and destined for a life of exploitation. Little girls like Leena are why Project Rescue is so 
passionate about the work God is doing in this community. When Leena was about to be sold 
into a life of horror, Project Rescue's colleagues were divinely in the right place at the right 
time. They were able to speak with the grandmother, and she agreed to send Leena to Project 
Rescue instead of selling her. Project Rescue is so thankful that Leena is now thriving in their 
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home for young girls. She loves to dance, do art, and her face is filled with joy and hope! But 
the work is just getting started. Together with colleagues, Project Rescue has a big vision for 
what God can do in this community. Currently, Project Rescue is eagerly working to construct a 
new safe home for teen girls that will not only provide a safe environment for restoration but 
will also house three vocational training units. Project Rescue's commitment is to empower 
these courageous daughters to chase their God-given dreams while helping them develop new 
skills that will empower them to find purpose and dignity in their work while breaking the cycle 
of prostitution in their families. This is bringing freedom and hope for their community and 
their future generations. But Project Rescue's vision doesn’t stop there. This community has 
been shrouded in darkness for too long. Project Rescue believes that with the Lord's help 
Project Rescue can empower them to break this generational cycle of exploitation and find a 
new beginning full of hope, and one day stand as a pillar of strength in their nation instead of 
ridicule. Isaiah 61:3: “...bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy 
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor.” 
 
Songs: 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  – Ludwig van Beethoven  
1: Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 
Op’ning to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 
 
2: All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Singing bird and flowing fountain 
Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

3: Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, 
Ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, 
All who live in love are Thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the joy divine. 
 
Mortals, join the happy chorus, 
Which the morning stars began; 
Father love is reigning o’er us, 
Brother love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 
Victors in the midst of strife, 
Joyful music leads us Sunward 
In the triumph song of life.

 
Joy Has Dawned – Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 
Joy has dawned upon the world, 
Promised from creation: 
God’s salvation now unfurled, 
Hope for every nation. 
Not with fanfares from above, 
Not with scenes of glory. 
But a humble gift of love: 

Jesus born of Mary. 
 
 
Sounds of wonder fill the sky 
With the songs of angels, 
As the mighty Prince of Life 
Shelters in a stable. 

https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/misc-praise-songs/joyful-joyful-we-adore-thee-chords-1717063
about:blank
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Hands that set each star in place, 
Shaped the earth in darkness, 
Cling now to a mother’s breast, 
Vulnerable and helpless. 
 
Shepherds bow before the Lamb, 
Gazing at the glory; 
Gifts of men from distant lands 
Prophesy the story. 
Gold, a King is born today, 
Incense, God is with us, 

Myrrh, His death will make a way, 
And by His blood He’ll win us. 
 
Son of Adam, Son of heaven, 
Given as a ransom, 
Reconciling God and Man, 
Christ our mighty Champion. 
What a Savior, what a friend, 
What a glorious mystery: 
Once a babe in Bethlehem, 
Now the Lord of history.

 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing – Public Domain 
 
Hark the herald angels sing “Glory to the new born King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild God and sinners reconciled” 
Joyful all ye nations, rise join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic host proclaim “Christ is born in Bethlehem” 
Hark the herald angels sing “Glory to the new born King” 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Di-e-ty 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King” 
 
Hail! The heaven-born Prince of Peace. Hail the son of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings, risen with the healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King” 
 
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen – Public Domain
 
Verse 1 
God rest ye merry gentlemen, let nothing 
you dismay 
For Jesus Christ our Savior was born upon 
this day 
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we 
were gone astray 
 
Chorus 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 
joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
 
 
Verse 2 
From God our heavenly Father a blessed 
angel came 
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings 
of the same 

https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/misc-christmas/hark-the-herald-angels-sing-chords-1116782
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How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of 
God by name 
 
Chorus 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 
joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
Verse 3 
The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced 
much in mind 
And left their flocks a-feeding in tempest, 
storm and wind 
And went to Bethlehem straightway this 
blessed Babe to find 
 
Chorus 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 
joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 
Verse 4 
But when to Bethlehem they came whereat 
this Infant lay 

They found Him in a manger where oxen 
feed on hay 
His mother Mary kneeling unto the Lord did 
pray 
 
Chorus 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 
joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
Verse 5 
Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within 
this place 
And with true love brotherhood each other 
now embrace 
This holy tide of Christmas all other doth 
deface 
 
Chorus 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 
joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy

 

Suggested Prayer: 
Splendid Father, you are the source of joy.  You conceived of our joy before we existed.  You 
authored joy in the beginning.  You brought joy to freed enslaved people in Egypt.  You were 
the fountain of joy for the faithful ascending on the road to Jerusalem and the redeemed 
captives of Babylon.   
 
Magnificent Son, you are the source of joy.  Our rebellion separated us from joy.  You came to 
earth that we might have life and have it more abundantly.  Your healing brought joy to lepers 
and forgiveness prompted the joyful worship of prostituted people and tax collectors.  Your 
resurrection continues to bring us joy in our victory over death.   
 
Marvelous Spirt, you are the source of joy.  You sustain joy in the universe.  Every good and 
perfect gift comes through you.  Followers of God throughout the millennia have been 
sustained by the joy you brought them.  You are the source of joy for the Church and will 
sustain the faithful through any trial until Christ’s return.  
 
Lord God, you are the source of joy; please bring joy to the lives of survivors of trafficking and 
those fighting it.   
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Amen  
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Fourth Sunday/Candle of Advent: Light of Love 
 

Introduction: 
Our verse reminds us that the Lord’s love lasts forever. To know Him is to know true love. He 
shows his love for us in so many ways each day. We are reminded that He is faithful to all 
generations, and when we are in fearful situations we can rely on his faithfulness. Our story 
below shows us that God loves everyone and it is vital that God’s own people show their love to 
everyone.  
 

Bible Passage: 
Psalm 89:1-4 I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your 
faithfulness known through all generations. I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 
that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. You said, “I have made a covenant 
with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant, ‘I will establish your line forever and 
make your throne firm through all generations.’” 
 

Story of Love from a person working in the anti-trafficking movement: 
We are thankful for Kendra Tankersley-Davis for sharing this story with us. Kendra is currently the Vice 
President of External Affairs for a non-profit in Orange County, California and is an adjunct professor at 
Vanguard University in Costa Mesa, California. She has been working with children and families dealing 
with complex trauma as a result of abuse and neglect, who are involved in the child welfare, juvenile 
justice or mental health systems for 17 years and working within Human Trafficking for 15 years.  

 
Every once in a while, we are blessed to come in contact with a person or a group of people 
who touch our souls and change our lives. I was fortunate enough to have this experience May 
2022, when I had the privilege of participating in Vanguard University Global Center for Women 
and Justice first Ensure Justice - Navajo Nation Conference, this very special conference focused 
on preventing Human Trafficking. John 15:12 commands us to love each other as Christ has 
loved us. This scripture simply came to life during our time in Arizona.  
 
From the start, this conference was created from love and hope. A Vanguard student, Matthew 
Holgate, loved his Navajo people so much that he was determined to be a voice and advocate 
for them; focusing on bringing education and support to his community, which is significantly 
being impacted by Human Trafficking. We spent a week in Navajo Nation, learning various 
aspects of the community, the culture, the faith and most importantly the people. I am so 
happy that this was done prior to the conference; it really allowed the Vanguard Team to 
modify presentations to meet the community’s needs.  
 
Historically, the Native American/Indigenous Community has and continues to experience 
hardship and mistreatment. They are being significantly impacted by Human Trafficking with 
very little resources or assistance in addressing the matter. Although this community fully 
understands their history, acknowledges their pain and struggles, they have not allowed it to 
consume them. The consistent theme throughout the trip was love, love for each other, love for 
our team and hope for the future.  We had the opportunity to visit and stay at a church that did 
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not have a pastor and had not had one for years, the church member who greeted us did so 
with so much love, love for her church, love for her community and love for us. Although she 
had her own personal challenges, her joy was contagious. We also had the opportunity to 
connect with public officials, Miss Navajo Nation, and the First Lady, each tackling various issues 
within their community, with a common goal of healing and hope for the future. Pastor 
Holgate, Matthew’s father and Pastor of Mountaintop Assembly of God that does outreach to 
the Navajo Nation, also shared stories of past pain, with visions of hope through a heart of love.  
 
Proverbs 17:17 says that a friend loves at all times; again this was most prevalent when we met 
Matthew’s grandmother. Although, we did not speak the same language, she exuded love, 
peace and hope. She welcomed strangers into her home, shared traditional customs, allowed 
us to walk her land, shared her favorite scripture and prayed for us. She hugged us all goodbye 
and made strangers feel like family. 
 
There is no question that this trip changed me, it inspired me to care more, love more and hope 
more. There are times that those of us who fight against Human Trafficking, can become 
overwhelmed and tired, but we must always remember that we can be the change and that 
nothing is impossible when all things are done with love, joy and hope. When challenges arise, 
it is not a time for fear, although we may feel uncertain, we must be resilient as the Navajo 
Community has remained, and understand that as directed in Corinthians 16:14 we must do 
everything in love, have a joyous heart and maintain hope for the future. 
 

Songs: 
Away in a Manger – Public Domain 
Away in a manger 
No crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus 
Laid down His sweet head 
 
The stars in the bright sky 
Looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing 
The Baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus 
No crying He makes 

I love You, Lord Jesus 
Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side 
Until morning is nigh 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus 
I ask You to stay 
Close by me forever 
And love me I pray 
 
Bless all the dear children 
In Your tender care 
And fit us for heaven 
To live with You there
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Silent Night – Public Domain 
 
Verse 1 
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace! Sleep in heavenly peace! 
 
Verse 2 
Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar Heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah 
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 
Verse 3 
Silent night! Holy night! Son of God love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth! Jesus Lord at Thy birth! 
 

Suggested Prayer: 
Loving Father, your eternal love for the Son and the Spirit extends beyond time itself.  You 
showed love to us before we first loved you.  You showed love to Adam and Eve in the garden, 
but they spurned that love.  You showed love to Israel in bringing them to the promised land, 
but they rejected you, instead offering their worship to the hollow love of other gods.  We 
continued in Israel’s unfaithfulness seeking entertainment, wealth, and worldly pleasures, but 
you still loved us. 
 
Humble Son, you loved us beyond measure.  You chose frail humanity as a vessel to contain the 
uncontainable.  Your love was seen by all in your incarnation, teaching, and healing as you 
dwelt amongst us.  None of these acts of love compares to your sacrifice on the cross.  Because 
of your death and resurrection, we can be reconciled to God.  Your love continues to manifest 
itself in our justification, sanctification, and eventual glorification.   
 
Wonderful Spirt, you are a daily manifestation of love in our lives.  Your common grace enables 
every act of love we witness in the world today.  You enable the Church to love and without 
love we are nothing.  You empower us to love not only our friends and families, but also our 
enemies.   
 
Lord God, you are love.  Please help us to love trafficking survivors and traffickers alike.   
  

about:blank
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The final candle/Christmas day  

 

Introduction: 
We have reached the final day of Advent. The reason we have ultimate hope, peace, joy and 
love. Because God sent His son to this earth to live among us, as we see in our Scripture. In 
doing so Jesus showed us how we are to live. This world can be daunting, but we can face 
everything because of Jesus Christ. Looking back over the four weeks of advent, we take 
encouragement and confidence from those who have were not just victims of human 
trafficking, but through the love, hope, peace and joy of Jesus Christ are survivors. They have 
found restoration on earth but will find total freedom in heaven, as we hope you will too. 
 

Bible Passage: 
Luke 1:46-55 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call 
me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is his name. His mercy 
extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds 
with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought 
down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good 
things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be 
merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 
 

From one working in the anti-trafficking movement: 
Written by Kelly Leary, FAAST Coordinator 

 
So many times in life we wonder how we can handle the trials that God has given us. We 
ponder how we can overcome difficulties that seem to bring us down. The last four weeks have 
given us that answer though, as we have looked at how trafficking survivors have found true 
hope, peace, joy and love. Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, who is the reason we 
can find that true hope, peace, joy and love.  
 
Jesus Christ came to this earth the Son of God but still a man. His birth was a promise to us, 
bringing us hope. Hope that we are not alone, that God is always with us. Hope that our sins are 
forgiven. Hope that God’s promises will be fulfilled, that through Jesus’s death and resurrection 
we will have eternal life. Hope that our lives can be transformed into something that may be 
unseen, but infinitely better no matter the circumstances.     
 
Only through God are survivors of trafficking able to get up and fight for hope each day; hope 
that they can face the future and are not their pasts. That true hope can only be found in God 
and He gave us that hope with the birth of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ’s birth not only brought us 
hope, but He is our hope. 
 
It is through the birth of Christ that we get to understand what true peace will be. Paul tells us 
in Philippians 4:7 that the “peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
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hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” This peace allows us to not only forgive others for sins 
committed against us, but also allows us to forgive ourselves when we sin. It is a peace that 
allows us to face turmoil and temptation with the knowledge that Jesus Christ can help us 
resist. It is a peace that allows us to know that God has a plan for our life, even if we don’t 
understand what it may be, and if we trust in Him, He will guide us. This peace gives us a 
contentment in our souls that allows us to overcome any and all obstacles. 
 
Only God can provide each person with a sense of peace by giving them a place to run to for 
security and shelter. Knowing that they have someone who supports them provides them 
peace. And that shelter can provide a peace and security that only can be found in Christ. He is 
our peace. 
 
The birth of Christ shows us what true joy is. It was even exemplified when Mary was pregnant 
with Jesus when she went to visit Elizabeth. We are told in Luke 1:41 that when Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb, John the Baptist, leapt for joy. Joy is more than 
happiness. It is deep-rooted in us. It is an exuberance. It helps to regenerate us and gives us 
strength.  
 
Only through God can a teenager who was destined to be sold into prostitution, by her own 
family member, now thrive in a different setting, her face radiating joy as she dances and does 
her art. 
 
It is through the birth of Jesus Christ that we now know what true love is. 1 Corinthians 13:8 
reminds us that “Love never fails.” One of the greatest shows of love that we have ever been 
given is God sending his Son to earth to live as a man, knowing that one day he would die for 
our sins. It is an unconditional love that continually extends to us and envelops us, no matter 
what sins we have committed. Jesus Christ showed his full love for us by living on this earth as a 
sinless man and then dying on the cross for us.  
 
Only God’s love can extend to each and every person on this earth. That a group of people who 
have experienced such consistent hardship and mistreatment have not let that consume them 
but instead radiate love to each other and to those outside of their community can only be 
because of God’s love for each one of us.  
 
Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Our hope. Our peace. Our Joy. Our Love. 
 

Songs: 
Joy to the World – Public Domain 
Verse 1 
Joy to the world, the Lord is Come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Verse 2 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 

https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/misc-christmas/joy-to-the-world-chords-277200


25 

 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and 
plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
Verse 3 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
Verse 4 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

 

O Come All Ye Faithful – Public Domain
O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, 
Born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 
O sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens of Heaven above 
Glory to God in the Highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 
All hail! Lord we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 
O Jesus! For evermore be Thy name adored. 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.
 

The First Noel – Public Domain

about:blank
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The first Noel 
The angels did say 
Was to certain poor 
Shepherds in fields as they lay: 
In fields where they 
Lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 
Noel Noel, Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
They looked up 
And saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far: 
And to the earth 
It gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night. 
 
Noel Noel, Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
And by the light 
Of that same star 
Three wise men came from the country far; 
To seek for a king  
Was their intent 
And to follow the star wherever it went 
 
Noel Noel, Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 

This star drew nigh 
To the north-west; 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest 
And there it did 
Both stop and stay, 
Right over the place where Jesus lay. 
 
Noel Noel, Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
Then entered in 
Those wise men three, 
Fell reverently upon their knee 
And offered there  
In his presence 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense 
Noel Noel, Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
Then let us all 
With one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n 
And earth of night, 
And with his blood mankind has bought. 
 
Noel Noel, Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
Noel Noel, Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel

Suggested Prayer:  
Dear Father, thank you for being the source of our redemption.  Thank you for having ordained 
a plan for our redemption from before creation.  Thank you for proclaiming the redemption of 
Christmas through Moses, David, Ruth, and the prophets.  Thank you for showing the 
redemption of Christmas through Noah, Esther, Passover, and the return of the Exiles from 
Babylon.   
 
Unimaginable Son, thank you for being the source of our redemption.  Your birth is the central 
point of history.  Without you we would be dead in our sins, but you who knew no sin died for 
us. Your birth is why we sing Joy to the World. Your death and resurrection ushered in your 
Kingdom, your Kingdom will be forever, your reign is without end. 
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Precious Spirt, thank you for being the source of our redemption. You have participated in the 
redemption of every believer in history. Your transformation of our being makes true following 
of God possible and without you the Church’s ministry of redemption would fail. Your abiding 
presence in our sanctification assures us of our final glorification. It is through you that the 
Kingdom of God is without end. 
 
Lord God, thank you for the Good News and the Redemption made possible by Christmas.  This 
Christmas we ask you to continue to use your Church in the ministry of redemption.  Use us in 
your work to redeem trafficking survivors, buyers, and traffickers.   
 
Amen. 
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