
CONCLUSION

OTHER SCRIPTURE
 » Ephesians 3:16-17 – Paul prays that the 

church would be rooted and established 
in love

 » Hebrews 6:19 – “We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”

 » Titus 2:11-14 – Live holy lives as we wait for 
Christ’s return

MAIN SCRIPTURE
 » 2 Kings 19:1-34 (esp. v29-31) – God’s 

promise to Hezekiah to protect and bless 
Judah

 » Isaiah 37:1-35 – Isaiah’s account of God’s 
promise to Hezekiah

 » 2 Kings 18:13-25 – Hezekiah tries to 
appease Sennacherib

 » Colossians 2:6-7 – “Just as you have 
received Christ…continue to live in him, 
rooted and built up in him.”

 » John 15:5 – “I am the vine; you are the 
branches…apart from me you can do 
nothing.”

KEY CONCEPT
A life of “bearing fruit” for God’s kingdom must be supported by a growing relationship with him.

PROGRAMMING NOTES
We’ve set aside the last two weeks of programming this year to 
summarize The Story of Grace by focusing on two big ideas from 
2 Kings 19:30-31. This passage gives us a beautiful picture of God’s 
design for his people: 1) God uses his people to lead others to 
Christ, and 2) a life of bearing fruit for God’s kingdom must be 
supported by a growing relationship with him. Although we will 
focus on the specific context of 2 Kings 19, we want the kids to see 
how God’s story by can be summed up with the imagery of a tree 
with deep roots and abundant fruit. The emphasis of this week’s 
program is on the necessity of a growing relationship with God. 

For the younger age groups, focus on 2 Kings 19:30. Teach the kids a 
little about King Sennacherib and the Assyrian army, but focus your 
lesson God’s words to Judah. Use God’s design for his people in this 
context to help you summarize the broader context of The Story of 
Grace. God wants to use his people to lead others to him, but it has 
to flow from a growing relationship with him. Otherwise, we’re just a 
tree without roots.

TODAY’S LESSON
God sent the prophet Isaiah to encourage and reassure Hezekiah 
in response to his prayer. The invasion of the Assyrians would have 
meant destruction for the remnant of God’s people who remained 
in Jerusalem, but God promised to protect and provide for them. 
“And the surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall again take 
root downward and bear fruit upward” (2 Kings 19:30). Today’s lesson 
will focus on the necessity of a growing relationship with God that 
sustains a life of “fruit-bearing” in his kingdom. For those who grow 
up in the church, it is tempting to imitate others and even “do” the 
right things for God without developing a strong root system to 
support and sustain a life of devoted service. In today’s text, God 
promised to make Judah a light to the surrounding nations, but this 
could not happen without also taking root downward. Abundant 
fruit is supported by deep roots.

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON
Around 700 B.C., the Assyrians were the 
dominant world power. Sennacherib 
was the king of Assyria and he led his 
people on a ruthless military campaign 
that swept through the land of Judah 
and Israel. The King of Judah, Hezekiah, 
knew that the Assyrian troops would 
soon come against Jerusalem, so he 
sent gifts to Sennacherib in an effort to 
appease him. Sennacherib would not 
relent however and he warned Hezekiah 
by letter that the Assyrian invasion 
of Jerusalem was imminent. Hezekiah 
spread the letter before the Lord and 
cried out for help. In response, God sent 
the prophet Isaiah to encourage and 
reassure Hezekiah.
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CONCLUSION

OTHER SCRIPTURE
 » John 15:5 – “The one who remains in me, 

and I in him, will bear much fruit.”
 » John 4:34-35 – “Open your eyes and look at 

the fields! They are ripe for harvest.”
 » Matthew 7:16-20 – “You will know them by 

their fruits.”
 » John 10:16 – “I have other sheep that are 

not of this fold.”

MAIN SCRIPTURE
 » 2 Kings 19:35-37 – God’s delivers his 

people from Sennacherib’s army
 » Isaiah 37:36-38 – Isaiah’s account of God’s 

deliverance from Sennacherib’s army
 » John 15:16 – “You did not choose me, but I 

chose you so that you might go and bear 
fruit.”

 » 2 Corinthians 4:15 – “As grace extends to 
more and more people…”

PROGRAMMING NOTES
Use the passages from last week and this week to help you 
summarize the broader context of The Story of Grace. God’s 
faithfulness to Hezekiah and his people is part of a much 
broader story that we have been developing over the last year 
of programming. The last two weeks of this year’s curriculum are 
focused God’s design for his people: 1) God uses his people to lead 
others to Christ, and 2) a life of bearing fruit for God’s kingdom 
must be supported by a growing relationship with him. We talked 
last week about the importance of taking root downward, and today 
we will talk about what it means to bear fruit upward.

For the younger kids, focus again this week on 2 Kings 19:30. Last 
week we talked about the importance of strong roots. Today we will 
talk about what it means to “bear fruit” for the kingdom of God. 
Throughout The Story of Grace, we have seen how God uses his 
people to draw others to him.

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON
King Sennacherib and the Assyrian army 
were on ruthless military campaign 
that was headed straight for Jerusalem, 
the capital city of Judah. According to 
historical artifacts found in Nineveh, the 
capital city of the Assyrian empire, the 
Assyrian army conquered 46 walled cities 
and numerous settlements in the region. 
Just before they reached Jerusalem, 
King Hezekiah attempted to appease 
Sennacherib with an offering, but 
Sennacherib would not be dissuaded. He 
saw this as a sign of weakness and sent 
a letter to Hezekiah made it clear that it 
was only a matter of time until he and his 
army would arrive in Jerusalem and strike 
a knock-out blow to God’s people.

KEY CONCEPT
God uses his people to lead others to Christ.
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PROGRAMMING NOTES
Hezekiah laid Sennacherib’s letter before the Lord and cried 
out for help and God sent the prophet Isaiah to Hezekiah with 
a message of hope and deliverance. Although there was only a 
remnant left in Jerusalem, God promised to protect his people. We 
finished last week’s lesson with God’s promise to deliver the people 
from Sennacherib’s hand. Today, we will focus on the remaining 
few verses in 2 Kings 19:35-37 and see how God made good on 
his promise. The Assyrian army was so large and powerful that 
deliverance must have seemed impossible to Hezekiah and the 
people. However, on the same day that Hezekiah made his appeal, 
“the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 in the 
camp of the Assyrians” (2 Kings 19:35).


