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One day, Jesus will come again to gather his people to himself, and we must 
be ready and eagerly waiting. Myanmar has seen many kings come and go 
throughout history. During the British occupation (and then again during the 
military regime) many Burmese longed for real independence. Help the kids 
see that the people of Myanmar are placing their hope in a new kingdom and 
a new government, but remind them that we have a great hope in Christ.

OTHER SCRIPTURE
 » Acts 1:11 – Jesus will return to earth in the 

same way that he left 
 » Hebrews 9:27-28 – Christ will bring 

salvation to those who are waiting for him

MAIN SCRIPTURE
 » 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (esp.v16-17) – 

The Lord himself will descend from the 
heavens

 » Matthew 24:3-28 & 36-51 – The signs of the 
end and warning to be ready

 » John 14:1-4 – Jesus has gone away to 
prepare a place for us, and He will be back

 » Matthew 25:1-30 – The ten virgins and 
the parable of the talents; be ready, be 
faithful

 » Ephesians 1:11-14 – Believers are sealed 
with the Holy Spirit guaranteeing their 
inheritance

KEY CONCEPT
Jesus is coming again to gather his people. As we wait for him, we must be watchful and prepared.

PROGRAMMING NOTES
Today we want to remind the kids that The Story of Grace has an 
end and that they must be watchful and prepared. Take some time 
to look at 1 Thessalonians 4 and talk about the rapture. From there, 
look briefly at Jesus’ teaching from Matthew 24 about the signs 
that will accompany his return. It’s important to emphasize that 
the return of Christ is imminent and that “our salvation is nearer 
to us now than when we first believed” (Romans 13:11). Finish the 
lesson this week by looking at one of the parables in Matthew 25 
and emphasize the importance of being watchful and prepared for 
Christ’s return. 

For the younger age groups, start by looking at John 14:1-4 and 
the simplicity of Jesus’ promise that he will come back again and 
gather those who are his so they can be with him forever. Because 
the focus of this week is the rapture, take some time to look at 1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17, and help the kids imagine what an amazing 
day that will be for those who belong to Jesus.

TODAY’S LESSON
Jesus’ disciples were eager to know when he would return. They 
longed for him to set up his kingdom on earth and deliver God’s 
people from their enemies (Matthew 24:3, Acts 1:6) Although Jesus 
didn’t tell his disciples when he was coming back, he did teach 
them about the signs that would accompany his return. When he 
comes, all those who belong to him, both dead and alive, will “meet 
the Lord in the air” and be with him forever (1 Thessalonians 4:16-
17). This event is known as the rapture and it will mark the end of 
the Church Age. After the rapture, the world will be left to endure 
a time of tribulation and those who have refused to put their faith 
Christ will face judgment.

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON
The Church Age began at Pentecost when 
Jesus poured out the Holy Spirit from 
heaven. After being filled with the Spirit, 
the disciples went out and shared the 
good news with all nations (Acts 1:8). As 
the gospel took root, local churches were 
formed, and the Body of Christ continued 
to grow. Though the early church faced 
many trials during these formative years, 
the church continued to grow as the 
gospel spread to more and more people.
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Since Adam and Eve, the war between the powers of darkness and the 
kingdom of God has disrupted our world. This enduring struggle is reflected 
in the long civil war in Myanmar. One day Jesus will have the ultimate and 
complete victory, bringing peace to those who have chosen the Kingdom 
of God. Show kids pictures (like the one at right which shows (some 
Rohingya that have been displaced by violence in Rakhine State) or a video 
documenting the conflict in Myanmar as you help them see how Jesus’s 
ultimate victory will change the world.

OTHER SCRIPTURE
 » John 5:34 – “Whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life. 
He does not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death to life.”

 » Ezekiel 24, Isaiah 66:15-16 – The Lord will 
come again to judge the earth

 » John 16:5-11 –The Spirit convicts the world 
of sin righteousness and judgment

MAIN SCRIPTURE
 » Revelation 19:11-16 – Jesus returns!
 » Revelation 20:1-6, 7-10, 11-15 - Satan is 

bound, Millennial Rule, Satan defeated 
forever, Great White Throne judgment 

 » 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 – We must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ

 » Romans 14:10-12 – All will stand before 
God and give an account of our lives

PROGRAMMING NOTES
This week's teaching will focus on Christ’s ultimate victory over sin 
and Satan recorded in Revelation 19:11-21 and Revelation 20:1-5. 
The events also describe the sad and dreadful day when those who 
have rejected Christ will be judged. For those who are saved by 
faith in Christ, Jesus’ return is not something to be feared. After the 
rapture, every believer will stand before God at the Judgment Seat 
of Christ where they will receive their reward and be prepared for 
God’s eternal kingdom (2 Cor. 5:10, Romans 14:10). The fate of those 
who are far from Christ will be much different. As long we are still 
alive, each of us has time to choose how our story ends.

For the younger kids, focus on Jesus’ ultimate victory over sin and 
Satan. When Jesus returns to earth again, Satan will be defeated, 
Jesus will set up his kingdom on earth, and he will spend eternity 
with those who have trusted in him. Sadly, Jesus’ ultimate victory 
over sin will also mean that many who have not chosen to trust in 
Christ will spend eternity separated from him in hell.

TODAY’S LESSON
After the rapture and the seven-year tribulation that will follow 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17), Jesus will return to reign on earth for a 
period of 1,000 years. Following this Millennial Reign, will be the 
“Great White Throne Judgment” (Rev. 20:2-6, 12), a time when all 
those who have not trusted in Christ will be judged. This event is 
the focus on our teaching for this week. Every knee will bow and 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Isaiah 45:23, Rom. 
14:11, Phil. 2:10) and Jesus will have the ultimate victory over sin and 
Satan.

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON
When Jesus returns and the rapture is 
complete, the Church Age will end and 
a series of events, known as the “end 
times,” will be put in motion. Jesus 
taught his disciples about the signs that 
would accompany the end times and 
warned them to be watchful and ready. 
The rapture will mark the beginning 
of a seven-year period of tribulation, 
(Jeremiah 30:7), in which a great number 
of Jews will put their faith in Christ. This 
will be a time of unprecedented trials; 
a time so difficult that God will have to 
cut the days short, otherwise “no human 
being will be saved” (Matthew 24:22).

KEY CONCEPT
Jesus is coming again to judge the world. He will have the ultimate victory over Satan, sin, and death.
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Those who trust in Jesus will live forever with him in his Kingdom, but 
Buddhists in Myanmar have a very different view of the afterlife. Help kids 
understand the great hope we have in Christ, especially compared with the 
Buddhist beliefs. For more information on Buddhist beliefs and practices, 
check out the Religious Influence Resources.

OTHER SCRIPTURE
 » Matthew 24:35 – “Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.”

 » Romans 6:23 – “The wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus.”

 » 2 Corinthians 5:17 – “If anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation…all things have 
become new.”

 » Isaiah 65:17-25 – A prophecy about the 
new heavens and new earth

MAIN SCRIPTURE
 » Revelation 21:1-6 – John’s vision of a new 

heaven and a new earth 
 » 2 Peter 3:7-18 – Living in light of the reality 

that Jesus is coming again
 » Revelation 21:15-27 – Heaven is a real 

place; what heaven is like
 » 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 – Once Jesus 

comes for us, we will always be with him

PROGRAMMING NOTES
It probably goes without saying, but only those who have trusted in 
Jesus’ forgiveness will be a part of his eternal kingdom. We’re not 
trying to scare kids into believing in Jesus, but we do need to be 
clear about eternity and how the story ends; for those who believe 
in Jesus and for those who don’t. The kids often hear that those 
who believe in Jesus will “go to heaven” and “live forever,” but we 
rarely take the time to show them what Scripture teaches. One of 
the key passages for this week is 2 Peter 3:7-18 because it helps us 
to see how we should live, as believers, in light of Christ’s return.

For the younger kids, focus on the simple truth that heaven is REAL 
and be specific with the kids about what it will be like. Those who 
trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins will be with him forever in 
Heaven. Finish your lesson by looking at 2 Peter 3:11-13 which tells 
us how God’s people should live as they wait for and hasten Christ’s 
return.

TODAY’S LESSON
The Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) will mark the 
end of the world as we know it. Following these events, the writer 
of Revelation tells of  “a new heaven and a new earth” and “the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21:1-2). 
We’ve noted several scriptures below that teach what will happen 
to the heavens and earth as we know them, but the main focus of 
this week is that those who believe in Jesus will one day be with 
him forever. Although there are many ideas about what heaven will 
be like, we want the kids to see that heaven is a literal, physical 
place where God the Father is now, and where Christ is seated at 
his right hand (Hebrews 12:2). One day, as believers in Christ, we will 
walk the streets of the New Jerusalem together. We will, literally and 
physically, dwell with God forever in a truly perfect world where all 
of his promises will be fulfilled!

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON
For the last two weeks we have been 
talking about the imminence of Christ’s 
return. At the end of the church age, 
Jesus will rapture those who are his, 
and a seven-year tribulation period will 
begin in which God will gather many Jews 
to himself. At the end of the tribulation 
period, Jesus will return to earth and 
rule for 1,000 years. At the end of Jesus’ 
millennial reign, Satan will be defeated. 
Sadly, following this time those who 
have chosen not to trust in Christ will be 
eternally separated from him in hell.

KEY CONCEPT
Those who trust in Jesus will live with him forever in his eternal kingdom.
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Take a look at the Geography Resources section to see how Myanmar is located among 
nations where there is hostility toward Christianity and where there are restrictions on 
evangelism. The “Map of Restricted Nations”and “Restricted Nations Info” resources will 
help you and the kids see just how unreached Myanmar is. There are also helpful Cultural 
Resources that help us remember the joy that comes with every tribe, nation and tongue 
praising God.

OTHER SCRIPTURE
 » Isaiah 2:2 – In the last days, people from all 

nations will come to Jerusalem
 » Philippians 2:9-11 – Every knee will bow and 

tongue confess that Jesus is Lord

MAIN SCRIPTURE
 » Matthew 28:18-20 – Go and make disciples 

of all nations
 » Acts 1:7-8 – “You will be my witness in 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends 
of the earth.”

 » Matthew 24:14 – The end will come after the 
Gospel is preached to the whole world

 » Revelation 7:9-10 – A vision of people from 
all nations before the throne of God

 » 2 Peter 3:9-10 – God is not willing that any 
should perish

PROGRAMMING NOTES
The goal of this week is to help the kids see the church’s role in 
fulfilling the Great Commission in our world today. Until we reach 
“the end,” we need to be focused on the Great Commission. 2 
Peter 3:9 it says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
This means that there is still time for those kids in our ministry, 
for their friends and family, and for the people groups around the 
world to be saved.

For the younger kids, help them to see that the story is not 
finished. Focus this week on Jesus’ desire to see people from 
every nation, tribe, people, and language come to faith in him. The 
gospel is for the whole world and there are thousands dying every 
day who have never heard of God’s love and the forgiveness that 
he offers through Christ.

TODAY’S LESSON
The words of Jesus to “go and make disciples of all nations” 
(Matthew 28:19) are as much for his disciples today as they were 
for the disciples in the first century. The Book of Revelation, as 
well as several Old Testament prophecies, describe how people 
from every nation, tribe, language, and people will be represented 
in heaven. Jesus taught his disciples that the end would not 
come until the gospel is proclaimed throughout the whole world 
(Matthew 24:14). In the book of Revelation, John sees in a vision of 
people from every nation, tribe, people and language worshipping 
before the throne of God (Revelation 7:9-10). As Jesus’ disciples, 
we have been called to play a role in reaching all nations and 
peoples. For Grace Church, this includes unreached people in 
Central Michigan, Central Myanmar, and Northern Iraq. 

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON
Over the last three weeks we’ve looked 
at events that will take place at the end 
of the age. We have highlighted some 
key truths throughout this unit: 1) Jesus 
will gather those who are his, 2) Jesus is 
coming again to judge the world, and 3) 
those who trust in Jesus will live with him 
forever in his eternal kingdom. The more 
we understand the future that awaits us as 
Christ followers, the more we will wait for 
and hasten the coming of the day of God 
(2 Peter 3:12). Just like the disciples who 
walked and talked with Jesus, we know 
that “salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we first believed” (Romans 13:11) and 
we look forward to his return.

KEY CONCEPT
The gospel is for every nation, tribe, people, and language. As Jesus’ disciples, it’s our job to tell them!

SEPTEMBER 3 » EVERY NATION, TRIBE, AND TONGUE  » WEEK 4



POLITICAL STRUCUTRE INFLUENCE
Burmese politics has transformed over 
the years. They began under tribal rule, 
which was followed by a military regime 
within the last sixty years, and they are 
now in transition to a new era ushered in 
by General Aung San’s daughter, Aung San 
Suu Kyi.  She has been instrumental in 
championing this new era of freedom and 
democracy for her people, even to her own 
detriment of being under house arrest for 
many years. The year 2016 was a new era 
for Myanmar because it was marked with a 
change in government rule, allowing for the 
people to choose who will make decisions in 
governing their country. This change allowed 
the country to be opened up for other 
nations to enter and exert influence as well. 
The conflicts and transitions of power in the 
region of Myanmar serve as a reminder that 
though many earthly kingdoms will pass 
away, the kingdom of God will last forever.

POLITICAL STRUCTURE RESOURCES
ARTICLES

 » Political Rights
 » Biography of Aung San Suu Kyi
 » The Life of Political Figures in Myanmar 
 » Article on Politics in 2011

MAPS
 » Map of Restricted Nations (pictured right)

HISTORY
Myanmar has been marked by several different kingdoms 
throughout their history. The earliest group known to live in the 
region where the Pyu. At this time Myanmar consisted of many 
independent city states. After this, however, the Bagan Kingdom 
was the first kingdom to bring a greater sense of unity to the 
region. King Anawrahta (pictured left) was the greatest king of 
this era and is attributed with the unification of the Irrawaddy 
Valley. This kingdom eventually fell to the Taungoo Empire. In 
1824, the British began their colonization of the region. During 
this time, many Burmese people were eagerly looking for an 
opportunity to regain their independence.  When independence 
finally came, however, it brought a repressive militaristic 
government that presented more hardship than anyone 
expected. As Christians, we are also waiting for independance: 
from sin and the power of the world. Though we experience 
freedom from sin in part here on earth, when Christ gathers 
his people to himself at the end, he will usher in the perfect 
kingdom. There should be a restlessness in us for that day, just 
as there was in the Burmese shortly before they were granted 
their independence by the British. 

HISTORY RESOURCES
MAPS

 » Pyu-City States/Burma Before Unification
 »  Timeline of Nations

PICTURES
 » Pyu City State Artifacts

ARTICLES
 » Burmese Independence
 » History of Burma
 »  Timeline of Events in Myanmar History
 » Early Civilization Culture
 » Kingdoms of Ancient Myanmar

AUGUST 13 » HISTORY & POLITICAL STRUCTURE » WEEK 1
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https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2016/myanmar
http://www.biography.com/people/aung-san-suu-kyi-9192617
http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/burma.htm
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/08/burma/larmer-text/2
http://pebblesforchrist.blogspot.com/2014/01/the-voice-of-martyrs-2014-global-prayer.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyu_city-states
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GCVkBCbRV5HB7GrxQtMjVQPb2GuhtPN4QY3zdnMa8Hc/edit?usp=sharing
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1444/gallery/
http://blog.oup.com/2011/01/burma-myanmar/
http://www.cfob.org/HistoryofBurma/historyOfBurma.shtml
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-12992883
http://www.everyculture.com/Bo-Co/Burma.html
http://berclo.net/page00/00en-sea-history.html


CULTURE
Myanmar is influenced by many diverse cultures from within and without the country. The Mon were the first 
modern ethnic group to migrate into the region, and they brought with them unique elements of art (see picture 
above) and literature that are still present in Myanmar today. Since then, other ethnic groups have moved into 
the region, and each one has brought their own distinct characteristics. Myanmar’s immense diversity has not 
been managed well and has therefore resulted in ethnic conflicts, including the world's longest civil war. There 
are over 130 ethnic groups in Myanmar, the largest of which is the Bamar (pronounced Bamah). Each group has 
distinct characteristics and traditions that make them unique. The main request of the ethnic minorities is 
greater autonomy and acceptance of their cultural and religious identity in the process of their integration into 
Myanmar’s mainstream. Myanmar’s diversity reflects the glory and creativity of our God, and it is a powerful 
exhortation to preach the Gospel to every nation, tribe people and language.

CULTURE RESOURCES
ARTICLES

 » Conflict Between Rohingya and Rakhine (Week 2)
 » Myanmar People-Ethnic Groups 
 » Myanmar’s Ethnic Divide
 » The Mon And Pyu Cultures

MAPS
 » Ethnic Groups in Myanmar
 » Traditional Instruments
 » Lacquerware Art

VIDEOS
 » Myanmar's Hidden War (Week 2)
 »  Hsaing Wang Performance
 »  Shwedagon Pagoda

AUGUST 20 & SEPTEMBER 3 » CULTURE » WEEKS 2 & 4
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-18395788
http://www.myanmartour.com/myanmar_burma_people_n107.html
http://www.ipcs.org/special-report/myanmar/myanmars-ethnic-divide-the-parallel-struggle-131.html
http://www.seasite.niu.edu/burmese/cooler/chapter_2/chapter_2.htm
https://static01.nyt.com/images/2012/03/30/opinion/30selwayMap/30selwayMap-popup-v2.png
https://myanmargamelan.wordpress.com/instruments/
http://bagan.travelmyanmar.net/bagan-lacquerware.htm
http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/11/asia/myanmar-shan-rebels-civil-war/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-sReU1mrJY
http://www.airpano.com/360Degree-VirtualTour.php?3D=shwedagon-pagoda-myanmar
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RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE
In 1056, King Anawrahta (the first king of all of Myanmar) 
unified the country and introduced Buddhism as the major 
religion of the area. Later, British colonialism paved a way 
for Christianity to enter the country through missionaries 
like Adoniram and Ann Hasseltine Judson. Today, Myanmar 
is predominantly Buddhist, though Animistic traditions 
(worldview that non-human entities—such as animals, 
plants, and inanimate objects—possess a spiritual essence) 
are also present. Myanmar is filled with millions of small 
shrines that are filled with what the people call “nats” (see 
picture at left), and these are evidence of those Animistic 
beliefs. Buddhists believe that death is a transition to 
their next life, and they also believe that if they are good 
enough in this life they will have a better future life in the 
next one. There are many “righteous” monks and Buddhist 
“worshipers,” but they are often motivated by the hope of 
good fortune in this life and the next rather than a deep 
conviction of obeying the one true God. Religious freedom 
in Myanmar is limited, so the people are subjected to these 
flimsy beliefs. The thought of working for a better future 
and being trapped in a never-ending life cycle looks quite 
bleak when compared to the salvation and eternal kingdom 
offered to us in Christ. This compels us to share the hope 
of the Gospel with them!

RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE RESOURCES
PICTURES

 » Burmese Nats
 »  Ann Judson
 » Monks in Myanmar

ARTICLES
 » Buddhist Beliefs on the Afterlife
 » Buddhism Overview
 » Animism Overview
 » Operation World Myanmar
 » Joshua Project Myanmar
 »  The Life of Missionary Ann Judson
 » How Few There Are Who Die So Hard! (by John Piper)
 » Growth of Christianity in Myanmar & Judson’s Experiences
 » How Each Religion Entered the Country
 » Shwedagon Pagoda

VIDEOS
 » Religious Rituals

http://www.burmese-art.com/about-buddha-statues/burmese-nats-spirits
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/78/10/09/781009551f7492203c433407b0f1fb2d.jpg
http://berclo.net/page00/00en-sea-history.html
http://www.religionfacts.com/afterlife/buddhism
http://www.isionline.org/Portals/0/Religion%20Profiles/BuddhismProfile2004.pdf
http://www.isionline.org/Portals/0/Religion%20Profiles/Animism%202004.pdf
http://www.operationworld.org/myan
https://joshuaproject.net/countries/BM
http://www.sbts.edu/resources/journal-of-missions/sbjme-12-fall/the-life-and-significance-of-ann-hasseltine-judson-1789-1826/
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-few-there-are-who-die-so-hard
http://htoigintawng.over-blog.com/article-the-growth-of-christianity-in-the-myanmar-50861672.html
http://www.guideformyanmar.com/religion.html
https://www.renown-travel.com/burma/yangon/shwedagonpagoda.html
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2006/05/irrawaddy-river/video-interactive


GEOGRAPHY
Myanmar is located in Southeast Asia between India and China. Since opening the country to foreign 
investment in 2012, many investors have flooded in from China and elsewhere looking to tap into 
Burma’s many natural resources (oil, gas, minerals, precious stones and gems, timber, hydroelectric 
power, etc.).  Their geographical isolation by undeveloped terrain and mountains and the corruption 
in their government has continued to make Myanmar a hub for the illegal growth and trade of opium-
related drugs to neighboring countries. However, these same geographical characteristics could make 
Myanmar a key location for the spreading of the Gospel to nearby countries that have remained closed 
or restricted to missions. Indigenous believers, familiar with life in the hill country, could be equipped 
and sent out to bring the Gospel to those nations which often contain tribes with different cultures 
and beliefs. Furthermore, God has uniquely positioned Grace Church to take advantage of this strategic 
location to further his Kingdom through Myanmar Mission and Twelve17 Coffee Roasters (see images 
below).  

GEOGRAPHY RESOURCES
MAPS

 » Administrative Map of Myanmar
 » Map of Restricted Nations
 » Restricted Nations Info (Click on Myanmar)
 » Map of Resources and Refugees
 » Grace Church Myanmar Mission Facebook Page
 » Myanmar Mission Grace Church Webpage
 » Mountain terrain
 » Illegal Drugs Map
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http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/txu-oclc-124072555-burma_admin_2007.jpg
http://www.persecution.com/uploads/media/downloads/194_GlobalReport2014FinalLow.pdf
http://www.persecution.com/public/prayermap.aspx
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/08/burma/burma-map
https://www.facebook.com/myanmarmp/
http://gracemp.org/who-we-are/myanmar-mission
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/txu-oclc-124072553-burma_rel_2007.jpg
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/maps/

