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Ruth
Great-Grandmother of King David

The story of Ruth is a beautiful narrative of loyalty, faith, 
devotion, and godliness. Ruth was an outsider who, because of 
her faith and loyalty to God and his people, was redeemed from 
dire circumstances and given a place among God’s chosen people. 
Not only did she become a part of God’s chosen people, she was 
given a place in the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:5) and her 
great-grandson was King David. David was also loyal to God and 
his people. Despite being hated and having to flee for his life from 
Saul, David trusted in God’s sovereignty. David was able to remain 
loyal to Saul while Saul was king of Israel. The testimonies of Ruth 
and David are a reminder that God is always worthy of our loyalty. 

OVERVIEW
This unit follows the four chapters in the book of Ruth. Following the death of her father-in-law and her 
husband, Ruth remained with her mother-in-law, Naomi, and committed herself to the God of Israel. 
Her faithfulness to stay with Naomi and provide for her eventually led her to Boaz, a man who was able 
to provide for them both. The unit ends by observing the loyalty of Ruth’s great-grandson, King David.

It’s easy to be loyal when there is no cost involved. However, when a relationship requires sacrifice, only 
those who are truly loyal will pass the test. Ruth’s unswerving devotion to her mother-in-law, Naomi, is a 
great example of this. Having lost her husband, father-in-law, and brother-in-law in a culture where males 
were the sole providers, Ruth was in a tough situation. Rather than going back to her familiar homeland 
to seek another husband and provider, she remained loyal to Naomi committed herself to Naomi for 
life (Ruth 1:16). In a similar manner, David displayed loyalty in the midst of very difficult circumstances. 
After David was anointed king, he experienced great persecution from Saul. It would have been easy 
for David to take matters in to his own hands, but he trusted in God's timing and remained loyal to Saul.  

LO•YAL•TY 

1. A feeling of strong 
support for someone or 
something

2. Faithfulness, allegiance, 
dedication, devotion, 
steadfastness

KEY VERSE
Ruth 1:16

WITNESS
William Tyndale

THEME
Loyalty

LOOKING AHEAD
Start preparing for the next unit on Prayer (beginning July 8) by reading the 
biography of James Fraser, Mountain Rain.



William Tyndale
Translator of the English Bible

William Tyndale grew up in a world in which the Bible was not 
easily accessible. Only the clergy and those who were well 
educated could read Latin and therefore, the Bible.  While Tyndale 
was pursuing the priesthood, an urgency and intensity grew in 
him to translate the Bible into the common language. It became 
his greatest desire and life’s work to share the word of God 
with all people. Because of his work, Tyndale lived as an outlaw, 
running from English authorities across continental Europe. In 
time, Tyndale was convicted of heresy, stripped of his priesthood, 
and sentenced to death.

OVERVIEW
Ruth loyally followed Naomi even when the circumstances of her life seemed hopeless. Similarly, 
William Tyndale loyally followed God’s call to translate the Bible into a language that many people 
could understand. These two witnesses wholeheartedly gave themselves to God’s call on their lives 
and left a lasting impact that continues to this day. 

NOTABLE QUOTE

"I had perceived by experience, 
how that it was impossible to 
establish the lay people in any 

truth, except the scripture were 
plainly laid before their eyes in 
their mother tongue, that they 

might see the process, order, and 
meaning of the text."

LIFESPAN
1494-1536

SERVED IN
England

THEME
Loyalty



BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Ruth lived during the time of the Judges in Israel’s history 
(Ruth 1:1).  Prior to the story of Ruth, there was a famine in 
Israel. During that time, an Israelite from Bethlehem took 
his wife, Naomi, and his two sons to Moab (Ruth 1:1-2). 
In Moab, Naomi’s husband died and her two sons married 
Moabite women. Over the course of 10 years, both of her 
sons also died (Ruth 1:3-5).  

WEEK 1 | JUNE 3 | RUTH’S PLEDGE TO NAOMI

Ruth

KEY CONCEPT
True loyalty is not concerned with personal gain.

TODAY’S LESSON

For today’s lesson, we will be looking at the first chapter 
of the book of Ruth. After the loss of her two sons, Naomi 
recognized that both of her daughters-in-law had been put 
in a difficult situation. Without husbands, they would be 
left poor and destitute. Naomi decided to return to the 
land of Israel and both women intended to go with her 
(Ruth 1:10). Naomi tried to persuade them to stay (Ruth 
1:13). One of her daughters-in-law agreed to stay behind 
in Moab, but Ruth refused to return to her own people. 
Instead, she clung to Naomi and promised that she would 
be faithful to her even after her death (Ruth 1:17). Ruth 
chose to leave behind her people, her land, and her gods 
out of loyal love for Naomi.  

PROGRAMMING NOTES

In this lesson, we want to make clear to the kids that Ruth’s 
decision to go with Naomi was not based on any hope of 
personal gain. It is easy to look ahead and anticipate the 
ways God would bless Ruth, but at this point in their lives 
neither Ruth nor Naomi had any inkling of what was to 
come. Ruth seems to have made her decision to go with 
Naomi based only on her loyal love. In this, Ruth gives a 
glimpse of the loyal love that Christ has for us and that 
we're called to extend to others. As you kick off the unit 
this week, take some time to define loyalty and help the 
kids see how Ruth's loyalty shines through in the book of 
Ruth.

For the younger kids, show them how Ruth was loyal to 
Naomi, even though Naomi couldn't give her anything in 
return. We need to show the same kind of loyal love to 
others, even when they can’t give us anything in return.

SCRIPTURE

»» Ruth 1:16-18 – Ruth’s pledge to Naomi
»» Ruth 1:1-5 – Naomi lost her husband and two sons
»» Ruth 1:6-15 – Naomi headed for home; one of her 

daughters-in-law left, and one followed her
»» Ruth 1:19-22 – Ruth and Naomi return to Bethlehem 
»» Matthew 16:24-25 – “. . . but whoever loses his life for 

my sake will find it.”
»» Mark 10:29-30 – Those who have given up much in this 

present age will be rewarded by Christ
»» 1 Samuel 2:30 – “. . .those who honor me I will honor. . .”



WEEK 1 | JUNE 3 | RUTH’S PLEDGE TO NAOMI

William Tyndale

RESOURCES

Video Summary of William Tyndale
William Tyndale’s Biography

Medieval Childhood - Peasants and Nobility
16th Century Food

Medieval Century Clothing
Medieval Hierarchy

William Tyndale Portrait

KEY CONNECTION
Rather than pursue a life of power and prestige, Tyndale took a riskier path by translating the 

Bible. Like Ruth, Tyndale prioritized loyalty to God. This caused him to make difficult choices to 
leave behind familiarity and ease and remain loyal to the call God placed upon his life.

EARLY LIFE AND MINISTRY

As a child in the 1400s, Tyndale went to mass with his 
family in England, but the teaching meant little to him 
because it was in Latin. Thankfully, Tyndale’s parents were 
fairly well off so he was able to learn Latin at school. At 
the age of twelve, he started school at Oxford where he 
also learned Greek, Hebrew, and other languages. He 
began to realize that church leaders cared more about 
gaining power than being obedient to God. They wanted 
to keep the word of God hidden from the general public 
as a way to maintain control for themselves. As Tyndale 
searched for truth in the original Greek and Hebrew texts, 
he became convinced that everyone should be allowed to 
read the scriptures. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Tyndale was incredibly smart and had the potential to go 
far as a religious leader. However, his choice to translate 
the Bible meant he was turning his back on personal 
gain and an easy life. Check out William Tyndale’s short 
biography this week for the full story. Have you known 
people who set aside personal gain for the cause of Christ? 
How might God be calling you to imitate them?

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources this week to show kids what Tyndale’s 
life and childhood was like. Rather than take the best of 
what this world had to offer, Tyndale chose a more difficult 
road. Encourage kids to think about how they would 
respond if God called them to something challenging.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPOb_pmHp3M
http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/scholarsandscientists/william-tyndale.html
http://www.medievalchronicles.com/medieval-people/medieval-children/
http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/texts/cook/1500s2/1550s2.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wmEJN747DHCfPchKN1vdxdW3WQ5ccCmfSPk6lFtCIe4/edit
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/506021708105644760/
http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/62000/62019/62019_w-tyndale_lg.gif


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

After losing her husband, her brother-in-law, and her 
father-in-law, Ruth, a Moabite woman, chose to be loyal 
to her mother-in-law, Naomi, and follow her back to her 
homeland in Israel. In doing so, Ruth left the life she had 
known in Moab and chose to make Naomi’s God her own 
(Ruth 1:16-17). After they returned, Naomi was depressed 
and sorrowful, so much so that she told her friends, “Do 
not call me Naomi (meaning “pleasant”); call me Mara 
(meaning “bitter”), for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly 
with me” (Ruth 1:20). 

WEEK 2 | JUNE 10 | RUTH FAITHFULLY SERVES NAOMI

Ruth

KEY CONCEPT
God is faithful to provide for those who are loyal to him.

TODAY’S LESSON

In today’s lesson, we will look at the second chapter of the 
book of Ruth. Once in Israel, Ruth chose to be hopeful and 
optimistic, while Naomi became depressed and began to 
despair. After getting permission from Naomi (Ruth 2:2), 
Ruth went to glean in the fields and found herself working 
in a field belonging to Boaz, a man who was a close relative 
of Naomi’s husband (Ruth 2:3). She was humbled by the 
favor she found in his sight (Ruth 2:10). Boaz told her that 
it was because of her service to Naomi and her willingness 
to submit to God that he had granted her this favor (Ruth 
2:11). Boaz continued to show favor to Ruth and Naomi, 
and Naomi recognized this as a blessing from God. This 
blessing began to give Naomi hope again.

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Ruth realized that she and Naomi needed food and 
looked for ways to provide it. Though it must have been 
challenging work to gather wheat all day, Ruth embraced 
her task with optimism and worked hard (Ruth 2:2,7). God 
saw and honored her loyalty by giving her great favor 
with Boaz. The call of God to loyally love and serve others 
may seem difficult or even impossible. The story of Ruth 
reminds us that when we honor God in this area, he is 
faithful to provide the direction and the means to do what 
he has asked. 

For the younger kids, focus on the fact that God is always 
faithful to provide for those who faithfully follow him. We 
may not always have all that we want (Ruth and Naomi 
were still poor), but God will meet our needs. 

SCRIPTURE

»» Ruth 2:1-9 – Ruth served Naomi and gleaned in the 
fields; Boaz showed Ruth favor

»» Ruth 2:10-13 – Boaz recounted Ruth’s deeds and 
recognized her faith in God 

»» Ruth 2:14-22 – Ruth acquired much grain; Naomi 
recognized that she was blessed 

»» Isaiah 56:6-7 – God accepts the foreigner who is loyal 
to him

»» John 12:25-26 – "Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life."



WEEK 2 | JUNE 10 | RUTH FAITHFULLY SERVES NAOMI

William Tyndale

RESOURCES

William Tyndale's Biography - John Piper
Tyndale’s Travel Legacy

16th Century Map
Timeline of Tyndale’s Life

Hebrew Alphabet
Hebrew-English Bible

William Tyndale’s Bible

KEY CONNECTION
The Lord was faithful to provide Ruth with the sustenance she and Naomi needed through the 

favor of Boaz. God was also faithful to provide means and direction for Tyndale’s translation 
work through education, safe cities, and friends all over Europe. Through God’s provision, 

these witnesses were able to continue the Lord’s work. 

DEVOTED TO GOD’S CALLING

William Tyndale was the first to attempt a translation of 
the Greek and Hebrew texts of scripture into common 
English. The work was condemned by the priests in 
the Roman Catholic Church and many accused him of 
heresy, but Tyndale remained devoted to his calling and 
continued to translate the Bible into English. In order to 
make headway on his translation work, he was forced to 
leave England and move throughout the cities of Europe. 
God blessed Tyndale with an education and a gift for 
picking up languages. That gift allowed him to quickly learn 
the language of each city so that he could blend in and 
continue his work. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Living as a fugitive and trying to accomplish the monumental 
task of translating the Bible could have been exhausting. 
Check out the short William Tyndale biography to learn 
more about the opposition of that time. Consider a time 
when you felt God was calling you to serve in a way that 
was difficult or didn’t appear to be of much outward value. 
Did you obey? How did you grow as you stepped out in 
faith?

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources this week to find some of the cities that 
Tyndale visited while he was on the run. Encourage kids 
to consider God’s provision for Tyndale as he traveled 
across Europe for the sake of the gospel. Take a look at 
the different Hebrew language resources to get an idea of 
what Tyndale’s translation work would have been like. 

http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/always-singing-one-note-a-vernacular-bible#the-implacable-opposition-to-the-bible
http://thebibleinguildford.org.uk/downloadfiles/kjvpartfour.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/Western_Europe_1700.jpg
http://www.tyndale.org/tyndale.htm#timeline
http://www.jewfaq.org/alephbet.htm
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0101.htm
https://www.stpauls.co.uk/SM4/Mutable/Uploads/generic_image/The-St-Paul's-Tyndale-Bible.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Ruth found favor with Boaz after gleaning in his field. Boaz 
learned of Ruth’s kindness toward his relative Naomi and 
was impressed with Ruth’s loyalty and willingness to “take 
refuge” under the wings of the God of Israel (Ruth 2:12). 
Boaz was happy to provide for Ruth and Naomi and he 
looked favorably on Ruth because of her loyalty.

WEEK 3 | JUNE 17 | RUTH OBEYS NAOMI

Ruth

KEY CONCEPT
Loyal love willingly submits to authority.

TODAY’S LESSON

In today's lesson we will focus on the third chapter of Ruth. 
While Naomi was thankful that she and Ruth had been 
temporarily provided for, she desired a more permanent 
solution. Naomi sent Ruth to present herself to Boaz (Ruth 
3:3-4) and ask him to provide for her in accordance with 
God’s marriage laws for wives whose husbands had died 
(Deuteronomy 25:5-10). Boaz praised Ruth for for her virtue, 
which had become known around the town, and for choosing 
him over other “younger men” (Ruth 3:11). He was glad to 
honor this request and yet, as a righteous and honorable 
man, he recognized that there was a closer relative who was 
first in line for redemption (Ruth 3:12). He promised that he 
would provide for Ruth if that man refused to do so (Ruth 
3:13). Boaz sent Ruth back to Naomi with a large amount of 
grain and Naomi was confident that Boaz would do whatever 
he could to help  (Ruth 3:18). 

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Once again, Ruth demonstrated her loyalty to Naomi 
when she carried out Naomi’s bold and somewhat risky 
plan (Ruth 3:5-7). Ruth also exhibited loyalty to Boaz when 
she followed his instructions at the threshing floor. Ruth’s 
willing obedience to the authorities in her life reveals that 
she not only loved those God had placed over her, she also 
trusted them. For Ruth, her loyalty was expressed through 
both love and obedience. Jesus taught this same truth 
to his disciples, saying “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.” Ruth's example challenges us to show 
our loyalty to God by trusting him and submitting to the 
authorities that he has placed in our life.

For the younger kids, help them see the connection 
between loyalty and obedience. Obedience is one way 
that we show our commitment and loyalty to those we 
love.

SCRIPTURE

»» Ruth 3:5-7 – Ruth completely obeyed Naomi 
»» Ruth 3:10-11 – Boaz honored Ruth for her virtue 
»» Ruth 3:12-13 – Boaz proceeded rightly, but with a 

desire to be the redeemer 
»» 1 Peter 5:5-6 – "Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time."
»» James 4:6; Proverbs 3:34 – “God opposes the proud 

but gives grace to the humble.”
»» Deuteronomy 25:5-10 – Israelite law for redeeming a 

childless widow



WEEK 3 | JUNE 17 | RUTH OBEYS NAOMI

William Tyndale

RESOURCES

William Tyndale Biography-John Piper
Crime and Punishment in Elizabethan England

The Castle Dungeon and the Oubliette: The Truth About 
These Medieval Prisons

Tyndale’s Letter from Prison
Medieval Dungeon Interior

KEY CONNECTION
Ruth submitted herself to Naomi by carrying out the risky plan to meet Boaz on the threshing 

floor. Tyndale was loyally submitted to God in the bold and risky work of Bible translation, 
even when that led to prison. Ruth and Tyndale understood the importance of obedience as 

they followed God’s plan. 

TYNDALE’S CRISIS OF FAITH

After nearly ten years of translating the New Testament 
into English and seeking safety throughout Europe, Tyndale 
befriended a man in Belgium named Henry Phillips. Not long 
into their friendship, Philips betrayed Tyndale and had him 
thrown into prison at Vilvoorde Castle. During Tyndale’s 
year and a half in prison, he was regarded as a criminal and 
suffered greatly. He endured severe cold without access 
to warm clothes or blankets. Tyndale desperately wanted 
to continue translating the Bible, though, so he wrote a 
letter to the prison governor requesting warm clothes and 
his Hebrew Bible and dictionary. God gave him favor and 
Tyndale received his books. He continued translating the 
Bible until his execution in 1536. Tyndale demonstrated 
loyal obedience by remaining faithful to the work that God 
had called him to do.

FOR THE WORKERS

Check out Piper’s biography of Tyndale to learn more 
about his betrayal and imprisonment. Consider the ways 
that you may resist submitting to God’s calling for your life 
when you experience opposition. In what ways has God 
been teaching you to remain faithful to him during this 
season of your life?

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources to help kids grasp what Tyndale went 
through during his time under arrest and how it felt to 
be betrayed by a friend. Use Tyndale’s letter from prison 
to show the kids how he was faithful and bold enough to 
continue to do God’s work in an uncomfortable setting.

http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/always-singing-one-note-a-vernacular-bible#what-it-cost-tyndale-to-translate-the-bible
http://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/news-wires-white-papers-and-books/crime-and-punishment-elizabethan-england
http://www.exploring-castles.com/castle_designs/castle_dungeon/
http://www.exploring-castles.com/castle_designs/castle_dungeon/
http://www.bible-researcher.com/tyndale3.html
http://weknownyourdreamz.com/images/dungeon/dungeon-01.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Ruth and Boaz received great blessings from God because 
of their honorable actions and faith. Ruth loyally loved 
and obeyed Naomi, even when it didn’t seem to be to her 
advantage. Boaz was used by God to provide for both Ruth 
and her mother-in-law, Naomi, and he acted honorably in 
every circumstance. As a result, God was faithful to Ruth 
and Boaz and brought them together.

WEEK 4 | JUNE 24 | BOAZ REDEEMS, CHRIST REDEEMS

Ruth

KEY CONCEPT
God’s loyal love redeems us to be a part of his great plan. 

TODAY’S LESSON

In today’s lesson, we get to see the conclusion of this 
beautiful story. Boaz talked with the man who had both 
the right and responsibility to be Ruth’s kinsmen redeemer, 
but it became clear that he was not interested in Ruth, 
especially if it meant that he would also have to take care 
of Naomi (Ruth 4:6).  As a result, Boaz was able to purchase 
back Naomi’s possessions and pledge to marry Ruth. 
Through this union, Ruth truly became a part of God’s 
family. There is a parallel between Boaz’s redemption of 
these two widows and Christ’s redemption of us. Ruth was 
an outsider who was redeemed by Boaz’s grace, just as we 
are outsiders who are redeemed by God’s grace (1 Peter 
2:10, Romans 9:25).

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Ruth came from a nation that didn't acknowledge or honor 
the true God. Despite her background, God faithfully 
directed her life, eventually leading her to Boaz. Her 
marriage to Boaz redeemed her from her old lineage 
and placed her in the lineage that would produce David 
and, generations later, Jesus. We experience something 
similar when we encounter the loyal love that Christ has 
for us. Regardless of who we were or what we did before 
salvation, Christ’s loyal love redeems us and makes it 
possible for us to be a part of his family.

For the younger kids, show them that God used Boaz to 
rescue Ruth and Naomi and provide them with a new 
home and family. Christ did the same thing for us when he 
came to earth and willingly died so we could be a part of 
his family.

SCRIPTURE

»» Ruth 4:8-10 – Boaz redeemed all of Naomi’s possessions 
and pledged to marry Ruth

»» Ruth 4:1-7 – Boaz spoke to the man who had the right 
to redeem Ruth; he refused

»» Titus 3:5-7 – He saved us, according to his mercy; so by 
his grace we might become heirs 

»» 1 Peter 2:10; Romans 9:25-26 – Once you were not a 
people, now you are God’s people 

»» Matthew 1:1-16 – Boaz and Ruth in Christ’s lineage
»» 1 Peter 1:18-19 – You were ransomed by the precious 

blood of Christ



WEEK 4 | JUNE 24 | BOAZ REDEEMS, CHRIST REDEEMS

William Tyndale

RESOURCES

William Tyndale Biography - John Piper
Tyndale Finishes his Race

William Tyndale’s Translation - Old English
The Great Bible

Portrait of William Tyndale
William Tyndale on God’s Sovereign Election

Tyndale's Execution

KEY CONNECTION
Because of Ruth’s loyalty to God, she became part of the lineage of Christ. Likewise, God’s 
plan for Tyndale’s life did not stop after his death. Through his legacy, the gospel became 

available in English to the common people.

FINISHING THE RACE

Tyndale was kept in prison for nearly a year and a half. 
Eventually, he was convicted of heresy and sentenced to 
death. Tyndale continued faithfully translating the Bible 
during his time in the Vilvoorde Castle dungeon, but didn't 
get to see his work completed. His final words before 
being strangled to death and burned at the stake were, 
“Lord, open the king’s eyes!” Three years later, King Henry 
VIII authorized the circulation of Tyndale’s version of the 
English Bible throughout England. The Bible was finally 
accessible to people of all walks of life, from the rich and 
powerful to the common man. None of this would have 
been possible if God had not gripped Tyndale’s heart when 
he was young and led him into the work of translation. 
God’s redeeming love for Tyndale changed his life and his 
work blessed many generations to come. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Tyndale understood the importance of God's word and 
was driven to share that with others. Check out Piper’s 
biography to learn more about Tyndale’s passion for this 
work. How has God been stirring your heart to engage 
more fully in the work that he's given you to do?

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Show the kids Tyndale’s Bible and compare it to the 
translations we use today. How are they similar or 
different? Share Tyndale’s final moments with the kids and 
remind them that God uses our fragile lives to accomplish 
his glorious plans. Remind them of Tyndale's loyalty to God 
and to the work that God had given him to do.

http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/always-singing-one-note-a-vernacular-bible#tyndale-rsquo-s-closing-words-to-pastors
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P03rbCKr26VrJyOzN4TBKlFuU9QWHXvGPzAbP4NrIKk/edit
http://wesley.nnu.edu/sermons-essays-books/william-tyndales-translation/
http://bibles-online.net/1541/
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/content/files/alumni-development/WilliamTyndale2.jpg
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/william-tyndale-gods-sovereign-election/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/images/68435.jpg?w=700


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

After Boaz took Ruth as his wife, God gave them a son 
whom they named Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse, 
who was the father of David, the second king of Israel. 
David was the youngest son of Jesse and a shepherd. He 
was not a likely candidate for king, but God saw his loyal 
heart and chose him anyway (Acts 13:22). The current 
king, Saul, had disobeyed God, and had been rejected 
as king (1 Samuel 15:23). Even so, David still had to wait 
about 15 years before officially reigning as king over Israel.

WEEK 5 | JULY 1 | DAVID’S LOYALTY TO SAUL AND GOD

David

KEY CONCEPT
Those who are loyal to God trust and obey him.

TODAY’S LESSON

The transition of kingship from Saul to David was not a 
peaceful one. Even after being anointed as Israel’s second 
king, David remained under Saul’s authority for many 
years. During that period, a spirit from the Lord tormented 
Saul (1 Samuel 16:14). Saul’s disposition often fluctuated 
between gratitude for David’s loyal service and an anger 
that was fierce and even muderous at times. Although 
David knew Saul could not be trusted, he never stopped 
firmly trusting God and, therefore, remained loyal to Saul 
while Saul held the throne. While on the run from Saul and 
hiding in a cave, David had the perfect opportunity to take 
Saul’s life, but he refused. “The Lord forbid that I should do 
this thing to [Saul], the Lord’s anointed...” (1 Samuel 24:6). 

PROGRAMMING NOTES

God had promised David that one day he would be king of 
Israel, so when David found Saul lying in a cave, it seemed 
like the perfect opportunity to take Saul's life. However, 
David knew that God was in charge of the timing of his 
kingship. Instead of acting in his own strength, he waited 
on God. As we have looked at the life of Ruth over the 
past four weeks, we have seen that God was perfectly 
orchestrating each new challenge and opportunity in 
order to draw her into his family. Help the kids to see 
David's loyalty this week. David trusted God's timing and 
he refused to raise his sword against King Saul, even when 
Saul sought to kill him.

For the younger kids, teach them that we need to be loyal 
to God and his plans for us. Just like David, we need to 
learn to wait for God’s perfect timing. He is always faithful 
to carry out his plans in our lives.

SCRIPTURE

»» 1 Samuel 24:1-4 – Saul unknowingly approached David 
»» 1 Samuel 24:5-7 – David declared his loyalty to God’s 

anointed
»» 1 Samuel 24:8-11 – David confronted Saul 
»» 1 Samuel 24:12-15 – David put his trust in God 
»» Acts 13:22 – “I have found in David. . . a man after my 

own heart, who will do all my will.” 
»» 2 Samuel 22; Psalm 18 – David’s song of deliverance 

recorded in two places 
»» 1 Samuel 26:9-11 – David spared Saul’s life again



WEEK 5 | JULY 1 | DAVID’S LOYALTY TO SAUL AND GOD

William Tyndale

RESOURCES

William Tyndale’s Final Words
Modern Translation Resources

Genealogy of Tyndale’s Translation
Tyndale’s Language Legacy
Gospel of John Photograph

Monument of William Tyndale

KEY CONNECTION
Tyndale died before the Bible was fully translated and published in English, but God made sure 
the work was completed. Today the English New Testament is just one of 1,442 translations. 
Just as David was loyal to Saul as he waited for God’s perfect timing, Tyndale was dependent 

on God’s timing in accomplishing his work. 

TYNDALE’S LEGACY

Prior to Tyndale’s work, the church leaders were the only 
ones who had access to the Bible. Under their control, the 
system became corrupt. Soon, the focus of the church was 
on doing the right things to earn salvation, rather than 
knowing God and having a relationship with him. Tyndale 
was determined to change that and he began translating 
the Bible into English so that people could read it for 
themselves. He labored over the accuracy of his wording, 
directly translating the scriptures from Greek to English to 
be sure that it conveyed its original meaning. Tyndale didn’t 
live to see the completion of his work, but his translation 
has influenced English translations ever since. Even when 
he neared the end of his life, Tyndale trusted God and did 
not despair. After his death, God used the work of this 
loyal servant to bring the gospel to countless souls. 

FOR THE WORKERS

In “William Tyndale’s Final Words" the author makes a plea 
for new “Tyndales” to continue the work of translation 
and bringing the gospel to those who need it. Check out 
the Modern Translation Resource for more information 
on how to pray for those in our world today who are 
translating copies of the Bible into new languages. 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources this week to encourage kids to reflect 
on the translation movement that has swept across the 
world since Tyndale’s time. Beyond giving us a foundation 
for many of our English translations, Tyndale also coined 
new words that are now familiar in our Bibles. Use the 
resources to show the kids some of the words that can be 
traced back to William Tyndale's translation.

http://www.ligonier.org/blog/william-tyndales-final-words/
https://www.wycliffe.org/resources
https://bible.org/assets/pagegrapics/williamtyndale-1.gif
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/William_Tyndale#Tyndale.27s_legacy
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/de/Tyndale_Bible_John_5.jpg
http://vanderkrogt.net/statues/Foto/gb/gblo059.jpg

