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Samuel
Priest of God

Samuel was destined to live a life of devotion to the Lord. Before 
he was conceived, Samuel’s mother Hannah was barren and 
pleaded with the Lord for a son, vowing to consecrate him to 
the Lord’s service. God responded to Hannah’s desperate and 
humble prayers and gave her a son. She named him Samuel, which 
means “God has heard.” Shortly after he was weaned (3-5 years 
old), Samuel was brought to the Tabernacle to serve under Eli the 
priest. While still a young boy, God revealed himself to Samuel, 
and Samuel responded with an open and obedient heart.  

OVERVIEW
God used Samuel to lead his people at a key time in Israel’s history. Samuel fully devoted himself to the 
Lord and took on the role of judge, priest, prophet, and counselor to God’s people. Though God called 
him to both dangerous and difficult things, Samuel faithfully obeyed. He was an example of devotion 
and faithful service, always remaining open to God’s leading and direction. His life remains a powerful 
example to those who desire to live fully devoted to the Lord today.

The word “devotion” comes from the Latin word for “consecrate.” Those who live devoted lives to the 
Lord choose to use their time, talents, money, and every resource at their disposal to serve God and his 
purposes. Samuel’s life exemplified devotion. He was consecrated at birth by his parents, he responded 
to God’s call as a young boy, and then, when grown, served as God’s faithful priest. For his entire life, 
Samuel was committed to doing all that the Lord required of him.

DE•VO•TION 

1. Set apart for a special purpose
2. Faithful obedience
3. Loyalty
4. The desire to serve God above 

any person or thing

KEY VERSE
1 Kings 8:61
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Jim & Elisabeth 

Elliot

THEME
Devotion



Jim & Elisabeth Elliott 
Missionaries to Ecuador

Jim Elliot accepted Christ at the age of six, and in high school 
he had an ever-increasing sense that God was calling him to 
something special. In 1945, he began attending Wheaton College 
to prepare himself for missions. While there, he fell in love with 
Elisabeth Howard. In 1952, Elliott set sail for the jungles of 
Ecuador to minister to the indigenous people. Shortly afterwards, 
Elisabeth also began to minister on her own in Ecuador and in 
1953 they were married. Tragically, in 1956, Jim and four other 
young missionaries were speared to death by the Auca Indian 
tribe.

OVERVIEW
Like Samuel, Jim Elliot was aware from a young age that his life was not his own. As a result, he devoted 
every aspect of his life to God. Jim Elliot wanted to align his life with God’s will and timing, whether in 
a relationship or on the mission field. His life and death were marked by devotion to the will of God. 

NOTABLE QUOTE

“One does not surrender 
a life in an instant. That 

which is lifelong can only be 
surrendered in a lifetime.”

LIFESPAN
1927-1956

SERVED IN
Ecuador

THEME
Devotion



BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

We spent the last unit learning about “agape” love by 
studying the life of Jesus’ disciple John. The appropriate 
response to the love of God is devotion to him. Devotion 
to the Lord characterized the life of Samuel even before 
he was born. Hannah, Samuel’s mother, modeled an 
uncompromising devotion to the Lord that saw her through 
difficulty and led her to devote her son to God’s service.

WEEK 1 | APRIL 22 | HANNAH’S DEVOTION TO THE LORD

Hannah

KEY CONCEPT
God is glorified when we remain devoted to him, even amidst difficulty.

TODAY’S LESSON

Hannah longed to be a mother, but God had prevented 
her from having children. Peninnah, her husband’s second 
wife, used Hannah’s barrenness to provoke her temporarily 
to grief and anger. Through these difficulties, Hannah 
didn’t become bitter or reject God. Instead she fervently 
prayed and wept before the Lord. When the Lord told 
Hannah through Eli the priest, that she would have a child, 
Hannah responded with humility and worship (1 Samuel 
1:9-19). Soon after, God fulfilled his promise and Hannah 
gave birth to a son, Samuel, whose name means ‘God 
has heard’ (1 Samuel 1:20). With praise and thanksgiving, 
she devoted Samuel at a very young age (3-5 years old) to 
the Lord’s service and then continued to support him as he 
grew (1 Samuel 1:26-28). PROGRAMMING NOTES

God had a plan to use the difficult situations in Hannah’s 
life to bring glory to himself. She exemplified this in her 
decision to bring her troubles to God at the temple and 
in her choice to honor her promise to devote Samuel to 
the service of the Lord. Neither choice was easy, but God 
used both to bring glory to himself. In the same way, it 
can be hard to wait and suffer for things we desperately 
want. Hannah’s story encourages us with the truth that 
the unfulfilled desires in our lives are an opportunity to 
magnify the glory of God if we remain devoted to him. 

For the younger kids, help them to see that we can stay 
devoted to God because we know he has a good plan for 
us. It’s difficult to believe that God loves us when he doesn’t 
give us everything we want, but the story of Hannah shows 
us that even though we might not understand what God 
is doing, we can trust him to do what is best in our lives.

SCRIPTURE

»» 1 Samuel 1:1-18 – Hannah cries out to the Lord; God 
answers through Eli 

»» 1 Samuel 1:19-28 – God fulfills his promise to Hannah 
and Hannah fulfills her vow to the Lord 

»» Colossians 4:2 – “Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful.”



WEEK 1 | APRIL 22 | HANNAH’S DEVOTION TO THE LORD

Jim & Elisabeth Elliot

RESOURCES

Shadow of the Almighty – Chapter 1
Children’s Clothing in the 1930’s

Entertainment in the Great Depression
Childhood Games from the 1930’s

Elliot Family Home and Elliot Family Photo

KEY CONNECTION
Hannah’s devoted waiting brought glory to God through the miraculous life of her son. 

Jim Elliot’s parents also committed each of their children to God’s work and were crucial in 
teaching and demonstrating devotion.

THE EARLY YEARS AND MISSIONARY 
PREPARATION

Jim Elliot was six when heard the Lord’s call and responded 
with an obedient heart. His parents, Fred and Clara Elliot, 
had a profound impact on his walk with God. His father 
was a devout Bible teacher and evangelist. Both parents 
had a firm faith, were active in their church, and hosted 
missionaries and evangelists in their home. Fred and Clara 
Elliot encouraged their children to courageously “live 
for Christ” and they demonstrated this with their lives. 
They led their family through daily Scripture reading, 
consistently gathered for church on Sundays, and eagerly 
offered hospitality and service to others. This environment 
fostered Jim’s devotion to God and his desire to go to the 
mission field. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Read chapter 1 of Shadow of the Almighty. Think through 
Jim Elliot’s ancestry in the church and those who influenced 
his early life of faith. Take some time to consider those 
who  have impacted you on your journey. What kind of 
example are you setting for those coming after you?

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources to help the kids understand what it was 
like to grow up in the 1930s with no TVs, video games, 
cell phones, computers, internet, etc. Look for ways to 
incorporate games or toys from the 1930s for activity 
time. Help the kids consider their own parents' devotion 
and how that should impact their faith in Christ.

https://www.pinterest.com/twooldbeans/1930s-vintage-children/?lp=true
http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_1900s/entertainment_during_the_great_depression.php
https://familylinevideo.com/games-grandparents-childhood-1930s/
https://bluegablesjournal.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/elliot-family.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Last week we learned that Hannah’s devotion to the 
Lord enabled her to make several difficult decisions. One 
of these decisions was to devote her son Samuel to the 
service of the Lord. This meant that she left him under the 
care of Eli the priest. Eli had two sons of his own, but they 
rejected God and pursued their own pleasures. God sent a 
man of God to tell Eli that his family would no longer serve 
as priests and that God was going to set apart another 
priest who would follow God’s will (1 Samuel 2:27-35).

WEEK 2 | APRIL 29 | SAMUEL HEARS THE VOICE OF GOD

Samuel

KEY CONCEPT
Those who are devoted to God submit their desires to his will. 

TODAY’S LESSON

Even before Samuel was born, it was clear that those 
whom God had appointed to lead and intercede for Israel 
were not devoted to God. They abused the power God 
had entrusted to them and followed their own desires. 
As a result, the people of God no longer valued their 
offerings to the Lord and even grew to despise them. In 
contrast, Samuel heard and demonstrated a desire to 
listen to and follow the voice of God from a young age. 
The first time God spoke to Samuel he responded with 
the words,  “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listenting” 
(1 Samuel 3:10). God then revealed to him how he would 
punish Eli and his sons for not honoring the house of the 
Lord. Initially Samuel was afraid; he knew that this would 
be difficult to tell Eli. But when Eli asked Samuel what the 
Lord had said, he remained faithful to God’s words and 
told Eli everything.  PROGRAMMING NOTES

God can see our hearts. He knew that Eli’s sons cared 
only for their own desires, and although they served in his 
house, they did not know him (1 Samuel 2:12). Samuel was 
different. When God called, he answered and was faithful to 
tell Eli everything that the Lord had told him. The contrast in 
this story is sobering. Help the kids to see that it’s possible 
to serve God outwardly, while inwardly remaining devoted 
to our own desires. Give them time to think about ways this 
may be true of their lives. Present Samuel’s response to God 
and ask them to consider how they can follow his example. 

For the younger kids, teach them that following God means 
doing what God says rather than following our own desires. 
Samuel could have let his fear stop him from delivering this 
difficult message to Eli. Instead, he stayed devoted to God 
and told Eli everything.

SCRIPTURE

»» 1 Samuel 3:10-14 – God reveals his plans for Eli’s family 
»» 1 Samuel 3:15-19 – Samuel tells Eli about his vision 
»» 1 Samuel 2:27-35 – God’s judgment on Eli’s family and 

his plan for a new priest 



WEEK 2 | APRIL 29 |  SAMUEL HEARS THE VOICE OF GOD

Jim & Elisabeth Elliot

RESOURCES

Shadow of the Almighty – Chapter 3
A College Roommate’s Perspective on Jim Elliot

Elliot Wrestling at Wheaton College
Biography of Jim Elliot's Early Life

Exerpts from Jim’s Journals
Pictures of Wheaton College in 1940s

Wheaton Chapel in 1940

KEY CONNECTION
Samuel and Jim Elliot were men devoted to the Lord from the inside out. Their hearts were 
constrained by their love for God and their commitment to him was evident in their obedience, 
even in small matters. Elliot heard God’s call to missions and used his years at Wheaton to 

prepare his mind and body. 

SET APART IN COLLEGE

Unlike many of his peers, Jim Elliot’s zeal and passion for 
the Lord did not diminish as he entered a new season of 
life at Wheaton College. Instead, he experienced a greater 
intimacy with God and was transformed during these 
years as his knowledge of the Lord deepened. Early in 
college, Jim Elliot’s intensity for God inspired a legalistic 
lifestyle consumed by rigid study and rigorous prayer. 
This shifted in his third year as he began to see that God 
created man to enjoy life as well as work hard. Whether 
at work or play, Jim Elliot did not allow anything to keep 
his heart from the pursuit and glorification of Christ. His 
passion for God fueled his obedience in many endeavors, 
even wrestling. He joined the Wheaton wrestling team 
because scripture said there was ‘some value in physical 
training’ (1 Timothy 4:8). Throughout college, Jim Elliot 
studied with all his might, rallied others to mission work, 
and preached wherever he could be heard. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Read chapter 3 of Shadow of the Almighty. Jim was 
concerned most with gaining God's approval. Where do 
you feel the fear of failure most in your life? What does 
that reveal about who you are most seeking to please? 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

In all that he did, Jim Elliot desired to do the Lord’s will, 
rather than his own. Use the resources to show kids how 
Jim Elliot tried to submit every part of his life to God. 
Elliot saw everything in life, including things like studying 
and working out, as an opportunity to submit to God. 
Encourage the kids to consider different aspects of their 
lives and how they could submit them to God.

https://urbana.org/blog/my-roommate-jim-elliot
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/454506_db1cc08a96234bfeb888bc5991fd0756.png/v1/fill/w_291,h_372,al_c,usm_0.66_1.00_0.01/454506_db1cc08a96234bfeb888bc5991fd0756.png
http://www.pacificbaptist.com/missions/jim_elliot_bio.pdf
http://www.puregospeltruth.com/excerpts-from-the-journals-of-jim-elliot.html
http://galleries.apps.chicagotribune.com/chi-classic-photos-wheaton-college-20140814/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/CHAPEL.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

God removed Eli’s family from the priesthood and raised 
up Samuel to be a faithful priest and judge over the people 
of Israel. Samuel remained devoted to God by doing 
whatever the Lord led him to do. Although God had done 
so much for his people, they became discontented and 
demanded that Samuel appoint a king to rule over them.

WEEK 3 | MAY 6 | THE ISREALITES ASK FOR A KING

Samuel

KEY CONCEPT
God is our king so we should remain devoted to him alone.

TODAY’S LESSON

The people of Israel were quick to forget all that God had 
done for them. They asked Samuel to appoint a king to 
govern them and lead them in battle so that they could 
be like other nations. Up to this point, God had faithfully 
raised up leaders, judges, and prophets to do what was 
right for the people. He hadn’t given them a king because 
he was their king. Samuel recognized this and remained 
devoted to God, Israel’s true king. God told Samuel to 
listen to the people and grant their request. Samuel gave 
the people what they asked for, but warned them about 
the consequences of choosing a king (1 Samuel 8:10-18).

PROGRAMMING NOTES

The Israelite’s request for a king “displeased” Samuel, (1 
Samuel 8:6) but he brought it to the Lord and obeyed when 
God told him to listen to the people. Samuel recognized 
God as the true king of Israel, but the Isrealites didn't 
recognize God's care, nor did they share in Samuel’s 
devotion to him. Samuel’s trust in God as Israel’s king may 
well be described by David’s words in Psalm 25:1-5. This 
may be a helpful passage in examining our own hearts to 
see where our trust and devotion lies. This story reminds 
us that God knows what is best, even when we don’t 
understand. When we insist on having things our way, we 
open ourselves up to consequences that we are not able 
to see.

For the younger kids, focus on Samuel’s view of God as 
the true king of Israel. Unlike the Israelites, Samuel showed 
complete devotion to Israel’s one true king—God himself (1 
Samuel 8:4-7).

SCRIPTURE

»» 1 Samuel 8:1-5 – Israel doesn’t trust Samuel’s sons to 
lead them, they ask for a king  

»» 1 Samuel 8:6-9 – Samuel doesn’t agree, talks to God, 
God responds  

»» 1 Samuel 8:10-22 – Samuel warns them about a king, 
but they refuse to listen 

»» Psalm 25:1-5 – David’s expression of great trust in God 
as the leader of his life 

»» 1 Samuel 10:1-25 – Saul is anointed by Samuel and 
declared king before the people 

»» 1 Samuel 12:14-25 – Samuel exhorts the people to be 
devoted to their God



WEEK 3 | MAY 6 | THE ISRAELITES ASK FOR A KING

Jim & Elisabeth Elliot

RESOURCES

Shadow of the Almighty – Chapter 13
Jim Elliot's Letter to His Parents

Journey from San Pedro to Ecuador
Voyage to South America During the 1950’s

What Did Jim Elliot’s Ship Look Like?
Photograph of Jim Elliot

Jim Elliot Drawing

KEY CONNECTION
Israel chose to submit to a king in place of God. When Jim Elliot decided to go Ecuador, his 
parents weren’t fully supportive. At that point, he knew he had a choice to make. He could 

have placed himself under his parents' authority, but he choose to submit to God’s will. 

LEAVING HOME

Though Jim Elliot’s parents were dedicated Christians and 
raised their children to love the Lord, they found it very 
difficult to cope with God’s call on Jim Elliot’s life to minister 
to those in Ecuador. His mother thought he could just as 
easily dedicate his life fully to Christ in a location that was 
“closer to home” and that was safer. Jim responded, “the 
Lord Jesus . . . told the disciples that they must become 
so infatuated by the kingdom . . . that all other allegiances 
must become as though they were not.” He was resolved 
to obey God no matter the cost.

FOR THE WORKERS

Read chapter 13 of Shadow of the Almighty, and consider 
Jim’s decision-making process as he moved toward Ecuador. 
He was spurred on by witnesses like Amy Carmichael, but 
tempted toward a life of safety by his parents. Jim chose 
the path that he believed was from the Lord. How well 
do you discern the voice of God from others in your life, 
especially when you sense God leading you away from 
ease and safety? 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use Jim Elliot’s letter to his parents to fuel discussions 
about allegiance and the struggle of having our allegiances 
tested. You can also use the map and pictures to show 
Jim’s method of travel and the distance from home that 
his obedience required.

https://jdgreear.com/blog/a-letter-from-jim-elliot-to-his-parents/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxUfb21uHcXoV2FnSGQ5WWZYbm8/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMxiNieR3_A
https://i.ytimg.com/vi/vMxiNieR3_A/hqdefault.jpg
http://www.actsamerica.org/images/biographies/JimElliot.jpg
http://img12.deviantart.net/6cb9/i/2013/237/0/4/jim_elliot_by_gregchapin-d6jqcxv.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Last week we learned that Israel rejected God’s leadership 
and demanded a king. As king, Saul soon began to question 
God’s plans. The Philistines planned to attack the Israelites. 
Saul gathered his army and then waited for Samuel’s 
arrival to offer a sacrifice and seek the Lord’s favor. While 
he waited, the Israelites began to scatter in fear. On the 
seventh day Saul took matters into his own hands and 
offered the sacrifice himself. When Samuel arrived, he 
rebuked Saul and told him that his kingdom would not last 
(1 Samuel 13:13) and that God would look for a man “after 
his own heart” (1 Samuel 13:13-14).

WEEK 4 | MAY 13 | SAUL IS REJECTED AS KING

Samuel

KEY CONCEPT
Those who are devoted to God obey his commands.

TODAY’S LESSON

Today’s lesson will focus on another instance in which 
Saul clearly disobeyed God’s command. Samuel gave Saul 
the Lord’s instructions for battle: “Go and strike Amalek 
and devote to destruction all that they have” (1 Samuel 
15:3). Saul went with the Israelite army and defeated the 
Amalekites, but he spared the Amalekite king and the 
best of their animals. In response to Saul’s disobedience, 
the Lord told Samuel that he regretted making Saul king 
(1 Samuel 15:11). Samuel confronted Saul and taught him 
that “to obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22).  

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Saul obeyed some of God’s commands, but he struggled 
to follow through when it required waiting. In contrast, 
Samuel followed all of God’s instructions, even when he 
had the challenging task of confronting Saul after the 
battle. Samuel challenged Saul’s actions, teaching him the 
connection between devotion and obedience. Help the 
kids to see this week that partial devotion is not the kind of 
devotion God desires. We show our devotion by following 
all of God’s commands.

For the younger kids, help them to see how Samuel teaches 
Saul the true meaning of devotion. God wants us to obey 
him and do what he says, even when it’s hard. Saul made 
the mistake of repeatedly choosing his own desires over 
obedience (1 Samuel 15:22-23).

SCRIPTURE

»» 1 Samuel 15:1-31 (esp. v22-23) – Saul disobeys God 
again and is rejected as King 

»» 1 Samuel 28:16-19 – Saul is reminded of his rejection 
as King 

»» 1 Samuel 13:11-14 – Saul disobeys God the first time 
»» Acts 13:22 – Paul quotes 1 Samuel 13:4, which 

references David as a man after God’s own heart 
»» John 14:31 – Jesus said, “I love the Father and I do 

exactly what the Father has commanded me.”



WEEK 4 | MAY 13 | SAUL IS REJECTED AS KING

Jim & Elisabeth Elliot

RESOURCES

The Shadow of the Almighty – Chapter 22
The Jim Elliot Story (9:22-12:30)

The Elliots' Timeline
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Photograph

KEY CONNECTION
Jim Elliot loved Elisabeth Howard dearly and desired to be with her. Although his first choice 

would have been to pursue her more vigorously, he patiently waited for God’s timing. 
When they were finally engaged, he continued to seek the Lord for his timing in their marriage. 

Unlike Saul, Jim chose to be obedient and submissive to God’s perfect timing.

WAITING

When Jim Elliot went to college, his aim was to live in a 
way that was “approved unto God.” To pursue this, he 
felt that he must give up all romantic relationships. From 
his perspective, he had wasted too much precious time 
chasing relationships in high school. He wanted his sole 
focus to be the love of God. Even when he began to fall in 
love with Elisabeth Howard, he wrestled with the balance 
between loving God supremely and loving her. Ultimately, 
they waited five years before they were married, seeking 
God and serving him along the way. They waited for God’s 
timing despite the strong desires they had for each other. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Read chapter 22 of Shadow of the Almighty and reflect on 
the simple daily choices that Jim made to live a devoted 
life. Think of the sin patterns in your life and identify the 
smaller choices that make them strongholds. What would 
it look like to take back that ground by choosing to walk in 
small steps of obedience? Is that something you’re willing 
to do?

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the story and timeline of Jim and Elisabeth Elliot’s 
relationship to illustrate their patience and obedience. 
Help kids grasp the difficulty and importance of waiting for 
God’s timing, especially when we want something badly.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WU7BC_TS-So&feature=youtu.be#t=09m22s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ro44BQx4L5Q6Pc99ki3HhrjudB51sang5OhF95kVNzk/edit
http://s3.amazonaws.com/tgc-blogs/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2015/06/12152938/elisabeth-and-jim-wedding.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Samuel spent his entire life leading God’s people in the 
ways of the Lord (1 Samuel 12:2). He served as judge over 
Israel for many years before they insisted on having a king, 
desiring to be like neighboring nations. Samuel foresaw 
the consequences of this decision and tried to persuade 
the people against it, but God told Samuel to give the 
people what they wanted and to anoint Saul as king. 
Samuel served as Israel’s prophet under Saul and guided 
Saul throughout his kingship. Before he died, Samuel also 
anointed David, Israel’s second king.

WEEK 5 | MAY 20 | SAMUEL’S EXAMPLE TO GOD’S PEOPLE

Samuel

KEY CONCEPT
Devoted leaders set an example for God’s people. 

TODAY’S LESSON

Today’s lesson takes place after Saul was anointed 
king, but before he was rejected by God because of his 
disobedience. Samuel stood before the entire nation of 
Israel and proved his trustworthiness and credibility as a 
prophet of God. He reminded the Israelites of everything 
that God had done for their ancestors to care for them and 
guide them. He also challenged Israel when they asked 
for a king and warned them of the consequences that 
awaited them if they did not obey God. Israel regretted 
their request for a king, but Samuel encouraged them to 
be faithful to God from then on.   

PROGRAMMING NOTES

The focus of the lesson this week is 1 Samuel 12:20-23. 
We want the kids to see that Samuel could challenge 
the Israelites with such clarity and authority because he 
had spent his life faithfully serving God. He knew the 
importance of following the Lord whole-heartedly and he 
had a track record of devotion to God throughout his life. 
Dive into Samuel’s exhortation in 1 Samuel 12 (esp. v1-5,  
19-25) this week and help the kids to see how Samuel set 
an example for the people. Samuel spoke these words near 
the end of his life, having modeled a life of full devotion to 
the Lord for many years.

For the younger kids, help them see that Samuel could 
encourage the Israelites to follow God because he faithfully 
followed God himself. Like the Israelites, God has placed 
people in each of our lives to teach us how to walk with God.

SCRIPTURE

»» 1 Samuel 12 – Samuel exhorts Israel to serve the Lord 
with all their hearts 

»» 1 Samuel 7:3 – A previous example of Samuel telling 
the Israelites to serve the Lord only 

»» 1 Corinthians 15:58 – Give yourself fully to the work 
of the Lord 

»» 1 Timothy 4:12 – “Set an example for the believers...” 
»» Titus 2:7 – “In everything set an example by doing what 

is good.”



WEEK 5 | MAY 20 | SAMUEL’S EXAMPLE TO GOD’S PEOPLE

Jim & Elisabeth Elliot

RESOURCES

Shadow of the Almighty – Chapter 23
The Ecuador Years

Shandia Mission Station
Operation Acua
Mission Airplane

Huaorani Tribal Photographs
Acua lifestyle

KEY CONNECTION
Both Samuel and Jim Elliot challenged the people around them to live lives of devotion to God. 
Jim Elliot encouraged others from the Unites States to join him on the mission field to spread 
the gospel. Once in Ecuador, his faithfulness and determination were an example to fellow 

missionaries to take the Great Commission seriously.

THE MISSION YEARS

Jim Elliot laid down his life for God in many ways. Rather 
than pursue a career in the United States, he chose to lay 
down his life to tell others about Christ in Ecuador. After a 
long voyage to South America, he lived in a thatch house 
in the middle of the jungle among strangers. Jim and his 
fellow missionaries spent painstaking hours learning the 
language of the people they were trying to reach. They 
even flew a small plane over the Huaorani Auca Indian 
village for months dropping gifts, trying to pave the way to 
share the gospel with the savage tribe. Jim Elliot’s hard work 
and heart for the lost were an example to the missionaries 
who served alongside of him, as well as countless others 
who pursued missions work after his death. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Read chapter 23 of Shadow of the Almighty. Notice the 
hardships and sacrifices Jim endured as a result of his 
devotion to Christ. When have you felt the cost of being a 
disciple and discipling others most keenly? How has your  
devotion to God through those times proved fruitful in 
your life? 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources provided to introduce the kids to Jim 
Elliot’s work in Ecuador. Help them picture what life would 
have been like. Encourage the kids to get specific about 
what inspires them from Jim Elliot’s life and ask them to 
consider what he might say to them if he were here today.

http://www.inspirationalchristians.org/biography/jim-elliot/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shandia
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Operation_Auca
https://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2F64%2F11%2F5e%2F64115e550b64f22016c76e55c4b68075.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F13440498865311163%2F&docid=_PEg_2xjKHaZGM&tbnid=FTPLPx2iavmoVM%3A&vet=1&w=1504&h=1053&source=sh%2Fx%2Fim
https://tribeintrouble.wordpress.com
http://www.mhhe.com/biosci/pae/botany/botany_map/articles/article_20.html


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Samuel was an amazing example of devotion to God 
despite great challenges from the people of Israel and from 
their king. However, as awesome as Samuel was, even he 
did not measure up to God’s perfect standard. At his best, 
he provided a glimpse of God’s plan to send another priest, 
Jesus, who would obey the voice of God and endure a 
struggle that was even more difficult. Jesus exemplified 
devotion to God in a way that no one ever had.  

WEEK 6 | MAY 27 | JESUS, THE PERFECT EXAMPLE OF DEVOTION

Jesus

KEY CONCEPT
Jesus is the perfect example of devotion.

TODAY’S LESSON

While on earth, Jesus was the perfect example of a priest 
who was completely devoted to the Lord. However, that 
didn’t mean things were easy for him. In fact, he had to 
obey the most difficult commands God had ever given. 
Giving up equality with God, Jesus came to the earth in 
the form of a man and took on the nature of a servant. 
He further humbled himself by dying a sinner’s death on 
a cross. This was his Father’s will and his perfect devotion 
to God never faltered. Because Jesus remained devoted to 
the will of his Father, we can be made right with God. This 
makes it possible for us to devote every part of our lives 
to his will. Without Jesus, our devotion to God would be 
fruitless because our sin would still separate us from God. 

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Although Samuel was incredibly devoted to God, Jesus, 
our great high priest, is our ultimate example. He lived a 
life of devotion and laid down his life in obedience to his 
Father (Philippians 2:8). Encourage the kids to be faithful 
in the big things (like Christ did in going to the cross) and 
the seemingly little things (like Samuel listening to God’s 
voice). Because of Christ’s sacrifice, each of us can live a 
life that brings glory to God.

For the younger kids, show them that Jesus, like Hannah 
and Samuel, lived a life of devotion to God. His parents 
found him in the temple doing his Father's will at a young 
age and, like Samuel, Jesus served God from the time he 
was born until he took his final breath (1 Samuel 2:26, 
Luke 2:52).

SCRIPTURE

»» Hebrews 3:1-2, 5:5-6, 4:14-16, 7:23-28 – Jesus is our 
great high priest, he was faithful to God 

»» 1 Samuel 2:30, 35 – God will raise up a faithful priest 
»» 1 Samuel 3:19-4:1 – The Lord was with Samuel and 

established him as a prophet over Israel
»» 1 John 8:9 – Jesus always does what pleases the Father
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Jim & Elisabeth Elliot

RESOURCES

Shadow of the Almighty – Chapter 24
Elisabeth, Daughter and Auca

Elisabeth Elliot’s Ministry to the Auca People
Elisabeth Working with Auca Women

Life Magazine Article
Map of Ecuador and the Auca Region

Ten facts of the Huaorani People in the Auca Region

KEY CONNECTION
Elisabeth Elliot understood that Jesus was the perfect example of devotion and she devoted her life to 
following his example. Even after her husband's death at the hands of the Auca people, Elisabeth knew 
the Auca needed Christ. She pressed into a tragic situation for the sake of the gospel and devoted her 

life to telling others about Jesus.

FINISHING THE RACE

Jim Elliot worked diligently to bring the gospel to the Auca 
(also known as the Huaorani) tribe. Sadly, on January 8th, 
1956 he was caught in a surprise attack and speared to 
death by some of the Auca men. Two years after the death 
of Jim Elliot, Elisabeth Elliot and her 3-year old daughter 
returned to the same location to continue the ministry. 
For five years she lived with the Aucas, ate their food, 
and took on many of their customs. The tribe adopted her 
as one of their own and gave her an Auca name, Giakari, 
which means "woodpecker." Ms. Elliot faithfully shared 
the gospel with this people in spite of the hurt they had 
caused her. Through continued work in that area, the men 
responsible for killing Jim Elliot came to Christ, along with 
many others in the tribe. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Read chapter 24 of Shadow of the Almighty. Think about 
how hard it must have been for Elisabeth to forgive the 
Aucas. Elliot’s devotion to the Lord allowed her not only 
to forgive, but also to minister to this unreached people 
group that her husband had loved. Are there any areas of 
your life where unforgiveness is prevalent? Are you open 
to God's healing in your life during this season?

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Jim Elliot gave up his life so that the Aucas could hear about 
Jesus. Even after he died, his mission continued through 
the work of his wife, Elisabeth Elliot. Use the resources 
to encourage kids to interact with the Auca lifestyle and 
Elisabeth Elliot’s work to share the news of Jesus Christ 
among the Auca people.

http://www.daringdaughters.org/elisabeth-elliot/
https://www.newlifepublishing.co.uk/latest-articles/heroes-art/elisabeth-elliot-missionary-lived-with-tribe-that-killed-husband/
https://www.icp.org/icpmedia/c/a/p/a/capa_cornell_ci7232_448627_displaysize.jpg
https://books.google.com/books?id=gT8EAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA10&source=gbs_toc_r&hl=en#v=onepage&q&f=true
https://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/country/maps/95119.gif
http://twofortheroad.com/tftr-top-ten-fascinating-facts-about-the-huaorani-people/

