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EARLY CHURCH

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Today we want the kids to see that the day of Pentecost marked 
the birth of the church. Gathered in an upper room praying, the 
disciples were waiting as Jesus had told them. It was the Holy 
Spirit that would baptize Jesus’ disciples into the Body of Christ 
(1 Corinthians 12:13) and equip them with the power they needed 
to carry out the Great Commission. The same is true in our world 
today. Until the Spirit of God comes into our lives, we sometimes do 
the right things, but we lack the power of God in our lives. Romans 
8:9 takes it a step further: “Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him.” Pentecost is a reminder that it’s 
the Holy Spirit who sets true believers apart from those who follow 
Jesus and imitate his ways. As a church and as individuals, we must 
not settle for imitation. We need the Holy Spirit!

For the younger kids, use Romans 8:9 as the focal point of your 
lesson as you tell them the story of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is 
what unites the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13) and empowers 
us to fulfill the Great Commission. The day of Pentecost marked the 
birth of the church and we are born into God’s family when we are 
filled with the Spirit.

TODAY’S LESSON

The disciples were gathered together in one place when suddenly 
“there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind and 
it filled the entire house where they were sitting” (Acts 2:2). What 
appeared to be tongues of fire came and rested upon each of them 
and they were filled with the Holy Spirit. The disciples began to 
preach the gospel to the Jews “from every nation under heaven” 
(Acts 2:5) and the listeners all heard the message in their native 
language. The indwelling power of the Holy Spirit gave birth to the 
church “and they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers…and 
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved” (Acts 2:42, 47).

OTHER SCRIPTURE
»» John 14:16-17, 26; 16:7-15 – Jesus tells the 

disciples of the Holy Spirit who is to come

MAIN SCRIPTURE
»» Acts 2:1-12 – Disciples gathered, filling of 

Holy Spirit, speaking in the languages of 
all the people 

»» Acts 2:17-18, 25-27 – Peter points people 
to OT prophecy about the Holy Spirit and 
Christ’s resurrection

»» Acts 2:22-40 – Peter rebukes the people 
and exhorts them to repent and be 
baptized 

»» Acts 2:41-47 – 3,000 respond and the 
Church is born; many come to faith

»» 1 Corinthians 12:13 – “In one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body.”

»» Romans 8:9 – “Anyone who does not have 
the Spirit of Christ doesn't belong to him.”

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

After Jesus died and rose again, he 
appeared to his disciples over a period 
of 40 days, gave them many convincing 
proofs that he was alive, and taught 
them about the kingdom of God (Acts 
1:3). Knowing that he was about to ascend 
into heaven, Jesus gathered the disciples 
together and told them to go into the 
city and wait for the Holy Spirit who 
would empower them to be “witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
Jesus ascended into heaven and the 
disciples returned to Jerusalem, devoting 
themselves to prayer while they waited.

KEY CONCEPT
The church was born when Jesus’ disciples were filled with the promised Holy Spirit.

CULTURAL CONNECTION
MODERN TURKEY » CULTURE
 
Through the Holy Spirit, Peter communicated the Gospel in the midst of many 
languages. Today, there are over 30 languages spoken in Turkey. Use the links in 
the Cultural Resources to expose our kids to the Turkish language. Help them 
imagine what it would have been like to be in the crowd listening to Peter, 
surrounded by unfamiliar languages, but miraculously being able to hear and 
understand the message of the Gospel after the Holy Spirit came.

JUNE 25 » THE CHURCH IS BORN » WEEK 1



EARLY CHURCH

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Today we want to give the kids a taste of life in the early church. 
Jesus’ disciples were filled with the Spirit at Pentecost and they 
began proclaiming the gospel with boldness. After Peter and John 
were arrested and threatened, they gathered as a church and asked 
God to give them even more boldness and power! As they prayed, 
the place where they were gathered was shaken, and they were 
filled with the Holy Spirit. The power of the Spirit unified the people 
so that the “full number of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul” (Acts 4:32). We saw last week that the church was born 
when the Holy Spirit was poured out from heaven. This week we are 
focusing on the ways that the Spirit empowers and unifies God’s 
people to carry out the mission. This was an exciting time to be a 
follower of Jesus!

For the younger kids, focus on the centrality of the Holy Spirit in 
carrying out the mission. The believers needed the Holy Spirit to 
help them “speak the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). When 
they asked God for this, he responded! The Holy Spirit also unified 
the people so that the “full number of those believed were of one 
heart and soul” (Acts 4:32).

TODAY’S LESSON

Today’s lesson is from a time shortly after Pentecost when Peter 
and John healed a lame man in the name of Jesus. They were 
quickly arrested and threatened by the Jewish leaders, but Peter 
and John responded, “We cannot stop speaking about what we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). When they were released, Peter and 
John returned to the believers. Together they thanked God for his 
goodness and asked for boldness to continue preaching the truth. 
God responded to their prayer with a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit. 
“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that 
any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything 
they had” (Acts 4:32).

OTHER SCRIPTURE
»» Ephesians 4:3-6 – The unity of believers

MAIN SCRIPTURE
»» Acts 3:1-10 – Peter and John heal a lame 

man in the name of Jesus 
»» Acts 4:1-3 – Peter and John are arrested
»» Acts 4:18-20 – Peter and John commanded 

not to speak or teach; they reply, “We 
cannot stop.” 

»» Acts 4:23-30 – Peter and John return to the 
believers and they all pray together

»» Acts 4:31-35 – All the believers are filled 
with the Holy Spirit, speak God’s word 
boldly and have great unity

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

After Jesus ascended into heaven, the 
disciples went into Jerusalem to “wait for 
the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4). They 
were gathered to pray in an upper room 
when Jesus poured out the Holy Spirit 
from heaven. The disciples proclaimed 
the gospel to Jews from every nation, 
and each one heard it proclaimed in 
their native language. The crowds were 
astonished and 3,000 people came to 
faith in Christ in one day. Following the 
day of Pentecost, this fledgling group of 
Christ-followers exploded into a growing 
movement of believers with a deep love 
for God and for each other.

KEY CONCEPT
The Holy Spirit empowers and unifies God’s people as they carry out the mission.

CULTURAL CONNECTION
MODERN TURKEY » GEOGRAPHY
 
Because the disciples waited for the Holy Spirit, the church exploded with 
growth and unity. The first Gentile church was established in Antioch which is 
located in Modern Turkey. The Geography Resources has links to pictures of 
this early church, as well as maps of Paul’s missionary journeys.

JULY 2 » BOLDNESS AND UNITY » WEEK 2



EARLY CHURCH

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Once again, we see the Holy Spirit empowering God’s people as 
they spread the gospel. Because Stephen was “full of faith and the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5), he was able to preach the truth with power 
in the midst of a hostile situation. Here, we also meet a key player 
in this story: Saul of Tarsus who was standing by approving of 
Stephen’s execution (Acts 8:1). Stephen’s death was the beginning 
of a concentrated effort, spearheaded by Saul, to extinguish the 
early church. Many were forced to flee from Jerusalem. What was 
meant to be a knockout blow to the early church actually caused 
the gospel to spread.

For the younger kids, talk about how the Holy Spirit empowers God’s 
people to proclaim the truth, especially when it’s unpopular and 
dangerous. For the last few weeks we have been teaching about 
the excitement and power that characterized the early church. The 
tone of the story changes this week as Stephen becomes the first 
Christian martyr. Although the religious leaders sought to extinguish 
the early church, this persecution actually caused the Gospel to 
spread.

TODAY’S LESSON

As the church continued to grow, opposition rose as the religious 
leaders sought to quell the spread of the gospel and the rapid 
growth of the church. The disciples were warned, threatened, and 
beaten; but they were not discouraged. Rather, they rejoiced that 
they were counted worthy to “suffer dishonor for the name” (Acts 
5:41). Stephen was a man “full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
6:5), who performed great wonders and signs among the people 
(Acts 6:8). Tension mounted as some religious leaders disputed with 
Stephen and falsely accused him, inciting the crowd to put him on 
trial. Stephen, led of the Holy Spirit, answered the accusations with 
power and clarity. Enraged, the crowds dragged Stephen out of the 
city and stoned him to death. 

OTHER SCRIPTURE
»» Acts 5:41 – Apostles rejoice that they 

were counted worthy of suffering for the 
Gospel

»» Acts 7:1-53 – Stephen speaks for God
»» Genesis 50:20 – “You intended to harm me, 

but God intended it for good.”

MAIN SCRIPTURE
»» Acts 6:5-15 – Stephen is unfairly arrested 

and put on trial
»» Acts 7:54-60 – Stephen becomes the first 

martyr for the Gospel
»» Acts 6:7, 8:4, 11:19 – Those who were 

scattered spread the Gospel

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Over the last few weeks we’ve explored 
the powerful beginnings of Christ’s 
church. After Jesus ascended into heaven, 
the disciples went into Jerusalem and 
waited. After several days, they were 
“clothed with power from on high” (Luke 
24:49) when Jesus poured out the Holy 
Spirit from heaven. They spoke with 
power and boldness, performed signs 
and wonders, and experienced great 
unity. When they were persecuted and 
threatened, they cried out for God to 
give them even more boldness while he 
stretched out his hand to heal and do 
signs and wonders among the people 
(Acts 4:30). In those early days, the church 
was “praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being 
saved” (Acts 2:47). 

KEY CONCEPT
The Holy Spirit helps us to be courageous as we speak the truth.

CULTURAL CONNECTION
MODERN TURKEY » RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE
 
Even before Christ left earth, he and his followers experienced opposition, 
and persecution still continues around the world today. In Modern Turkey, 
Christians face opposition from both Muslims and the secularist movement. 
Check out the video in the Religious Resources that explains the religious 
influence in the secular republic of Turkey.

JULY 9 » THE CHURCH IS PERSECUTED » WEEK 3



EARLY CHURCH

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Saul’s life was completely changed by his encounter with Jesus. 
After submitting his life to Christ, Saul immediately began to 
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues. Saul’s position as an up-and-
coming Jewish leader uniquely positioned him to preach the 
gospel of Jesus to the Jewish people, and Saul’s reputation as one 
who “raised havoc in Jerusalem” preceded him among those who 
followed Jesus (Acts 9:21). After his conversion, the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in Saul’s life was unmistakable. The account in Acts 9 
and Paul’s own account of his conversion emphasize that it was 
Jesus himself who appeared to Saul and completely redefined his 
life. 

For the younger kids, focus on Saul’s transformation after meeting 
Jesus. Consider looking at the story of Saul’s conversion from the 
perspective of those who knew him before and after he met Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit’s presence in Paul’s life was unmistakable, and 
Paul’s life was never the same. 

TODAY’S LESSON

Saul was a zealous hater of Christians who approved of Stephen’s 
execution (Acts 8:1). With the support of Jewish religious leaders 
he sought to destroy the early church. On his way to Damascus to 
arrest followers of Jesus, a light flashed all around him. Saul fell to 
the ground and Jesus himself spoke to him. “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” (Acts 9:4) This encounter with Jesus left Saul blind. 
For three days he sat in darkness in the city of Damascus, refusing 
to eat or drink, until God sent a man named Ananias to restore 
Saul’s sight. When Ananias had prayed for Saul, something like 
scales fell from his eyes. Saul ate and regained his strength, and 
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues (Acts 9:18-20).

OTHER SCRIPTURE
»» Acts 13:9 – The first time “Saul” is called 

“Paul”

MAIN SCRIPTURE
»» Acts 9:1-19 – Saul meets Jesus and is 

converted
»» Acts 9:20-22 – Saul immediately begins 

speaking for Jesus
»» Acts 9:26-31 – Saul preaches in Jerusalem, 

and the church grows
»» Acts 22:3-16, Acts 26:12-18 – Paul’s account 

of his own conversion in Acts
»» Galatians 1:11-16, 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 –

Paul’s accounts of his own conversion to 
N.T. churches

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

The early church was characterized by 
power, healing, and authenticity. God’s 
people were emboldened to preach 
the gospel in the face of opposition 
and many people came to Christ. As 
the message of Christianity spread, the 
religious leaders felt more and more 
threatened. Tensions reached a boiling 
point when Stephen, a man “full of grace 
and power” (Acts 6:8), was put on trial 
and killed for his faith in Christ. What 
was meant to weaken and intimidate the 
church made it stronger and caused the 
gospel to spread throughout the known 
world.

KEY CONCEPT
When Jesus comes into our lives, we are completely changed.

CULTURAL CONNECTION
MODERN TURKEY » POLITICAL STRUCTURE
 
After encountering Jesus, Saul counted all of this worldly gain (especially his high 
standing as a prestigious Jewish leader) as loss in order to gain Christ. Today, 
anyone involved in Turkish politics would have to do the same. Turkey has walked 
the line between a secular and Islamic government for years, and Christianity 
does not fit well into either world. Use the government restrictions in the Political 
Resources to help kids think about the reality of persecution in our world today.

JULY 16 » SAUL’S CONVERSION » WEEK 4



EARLY CHURCH

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Cornelius’ is the first known Gentile to come to faith in Christ and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. As a prominent leader of the early 
church, Peter played a key role in helping the believing Jews accept 
the truth that non-Jews could share in salvation through Christ. 
This change in understanding is clear in Peter’s explanation of his 
vision and the conversion of Cornelius and his family. Peter was 
reluctant at first, but he ultimately came to accept that this was 
God’s will, saying, “Who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” (Acts 
11:17). From this point on, Paul became the one to preach the gospel 
to the Gentiles, while Peter’s assignment was to preach to the Jews 
(Galatians 2:7).

For the younger kids, focus on the truth that God’s love is for all 
people. Although the distinction between Jew and Gentile may be 
a little difficult for the kids to understand, talk about the tension 
that Peter initially felt when God gave him an opportunity to preach 
the gospel to the Gentiles. From there, look at Cornelius’ response 
and God’s grace in pouring out his Spirit on Cornelius and his whole 
family.

TODAY’S LESSON

As Cornelius’ messengers were on their way to Joppa, Peter was 
praying on a rooftop and he had a vision from God that he didn’t 
fully understand. In this vision, God encouraged Peter to eat food 
that was unclean; something that a devout Jew would never do. 
As Peter pondered the vision’s meaning, Cornelius’ messengers 
showed up at the house where Peter was staying, and the Spirit 
told Peter to go with them. Once at Cornelius’ house, Peter finally 
understood that “God shows no partiality, but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him” (Acts 10:34-35). Peter preached the gospel to Cornelius and 
his family and friends. As they listened to Peter, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon “all who heard the word” (Acts 10:44) and they were all 
baptized.

OTHER SCRIPTURE
»» Acts 28:28 – Paul declared that God’s 

salvation was sent to the Gentiles too
»» Acts 9:15 – Paul was God’s chosen vessel 

to take the gospel to the Gentiles
»» Ephesians 3:6 – “Gentiles are fellow heirs.”

MAIN SCRIPTURE
»» Acts 10:9-48 – Peter’s vision on the 

rooftop, going to Cornelius, and Holy 
Spirit falling on Gentiles

»» Acts 11:1-18 – Peter retells His vision and 
interactions with the Gentile believers to 
the church in Jerusalem

»» Romans 10:13 – “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.”

»» Romans 1:16 – The gospel is the power of 
God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

The early church continued to grow and 
flourish in spite of great persecution. God 
was at work in powerful ways, bringing 
many people to faith in Christ. Initially, 
the gospel spread primarily among the 
Jews. Because of God’s Old Testament 
promises to the Jews, many assumed that 
salvation in Christ was only for those of 
Jewish heritage. In time, God revealed to 
the apostles that salvation in Christ was 
for all people: Jews and Gentiles alike. 
The spread of the gospel among the 
Gentiles began with a Roman centurion 
named Cornelius. In a vision, an angel of 
God told Cornelius to send messengers to 
Joppa to seek out a man named Peter. 

KEY CONCEPT
The Gospel is for everyone who will put their faith in Christ.

CULTURAL CONNECTION
MODERN TURKEY » CULTURE
 
Ethnic conflict between Turks and Kurds has been going on for over 30 years. 
As a Jew, it would have been easy for Peter to favor his own culture, but Christ 
calls us to show his forgiveness regardless of heritage or religious background. 
Use pictures of the conflict in the Cultural Resources to encourage our kids to 
think about the importance of preaching the Gospel to everyone, even in the 
midst of such a long standing conflict.

JULY 23 » PETER'S VISION » WEEK 5



EARLY CHURCH

PROGRAMMING NOTES

The emphasis of today’s lesson is on discipleship. Throughout this 
unit, we have watched the gospel spread from Jerusalem, to Judea 
and Samaria, to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). As we wrap up this 
unit on the early church, we want to emphasize two aspects of the 
Great Commission. Jesus’ followers are to 1) Making disciples of all 
nations and 2) Teaching them to obey everything that Jesus had 
commanded them. Paul devoted his life to establishing churches, 
and their spiritual growth and development was very personal to 
him. Focus your teaching this week on Acts 14:21-23. This passage 
demonstrates Paul’s care and concern for the new believers in each 
town he visited. Paul’s primary aim was to “strengthen the souls of 
the disciples” and “encourage them to continue in the faith” (v22).

For the younger kids, focus on two key aspects of the Great 
Commission: 1) Making disciples, and 2) Teaching disciples to obey 
everything Jesus has commanded us. Paul took Jesus’ words very 
seriously and they are still important today. Focus on Acts 14:22 
and Paul’s desire to strengthen the souls of the believers and to 
encourage them to continue in their faith.

TODAY’S LESSON

We’ve talked over the last several weeks about the Great 
Commission from Matthew 28:19-20. As people came to faith in 
Christ, Paul and the Apostles recognized that these new believers 
needed to move beyond an initial belief in Christ and grow into 
full maturity in the faith. While Peter was ministering to Jews in a 
fairly small region around Jerusalem, Paul was called to preach the 
gospel and establish churches throughout the known world. Paul 
had the opportunity to stay in some regions like Corinth (Acts 18:11) 
and continue to preach and minister for longer periods of time, 
while in others he was forced to move on quickly (Acts 17:13-14). 
Paul recognized that new believers would need ongoing leadership 
in order to fully mature in their faith, and that discipleship was the 
key component to ensuring that they stayed strong in their faith 
and continued to lead others to Christ (2 Timothy 2:1-2).

OTHER SCRIPTURE
»» Galatians 4:19 – “My dear children, for 

whom I am again in the pains of childbirth 
until Christ is formed in you.”

»» Ephesians 4:15-16 – The church is designed 
to build itself up in love

»» Hebrews 6:1-9 – “Leave the elementary 
doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity.”

MAIN SCRIPTURE
»» Matthew 28:19-20 – The Great Commission
»» Acts 14:1-23 (esp. v21-23) – Paul preaches 

the gospel, strengthens the churches and 
appoints elders

»» 2 Timothy 2:1-2 – Teach faithful men who 
will teach others (The Ministry Cycle)

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Over the last three weeks, we’ve looked 
at three key components that helped 
the gospel to quickly spread throughout 
the known world in the first century: 
1) The persecution of the church, 2) 
Saul’s conversion, and 3) The salvation 
of Cornelius and his household. The 
persecution of the church forced many 
believers to leave Jerusalem and travel 
to the surrounding regions (Acts 8:1, 
11:19). While Peter continued primarily 
preaching to the Jews, Paul was sent 
out as a missionary to the Gentiles. As 
Paul travelled, he established churches 
in many cities before moving on to 
share the gospel with others. Paul 
stayed in touch with these churches and 
often revisited them to encourage and 
strengthen the believers (Acts 14:21-22).

KEY CONCEPT
Discipleship ensures that the church continues to grow in maturity and in number.

CULTURAL CONNECTION
MODERN TURKEY » GEOGRAPHY
 
Paul went on several missionary journeys to spread the Gospel throughout 
the region of Turkey and Greece. A map of Paul’s journeys can be found 
under the Geography Resources. Help the kids grasp just how far the Gospel 
traveled (and how difficult the journey must have been!) in the early days of 
the church, and it was all due to the faithful witness of believers.

JULY 30 » THE CHURCH TAKES ROOT » WEEK 6



JUNE 25 & JULY 2, 23, 30 » GEOGRAPHY & CULTURE » WEEKS 1, 2, 5 & 6

CULTURE

There are over 60 people groups and 35 spoken languages in 
Turkey. Their traditional music is marked by a Persian influence 
and their beautiful tiled mosques reflect Arab influence. They 
are known for excellent food, not to mention their famous 
Turkish coffee (pictured below). With such a rich cultural life, 
the conflict that this nation has had is easily overlooked. The 
Kurds want to maintain their ethnic identity and individuality, 
but the Turkish government wants them to conform in every 
way to the national standards. Turks and Kurds have been 
fighting on and off for the last 30 years. The disciple Peter 
experienced similar tension when interacting with Jews and 
Gentiles. To favor his own Jewish culture would have been easy, 
but Christ called us to show his favor regardless of heritage or 
religious background. Encourage our kids to think about what 
this looks like for Christians in Turkey who are in the midst of a 
very real conflict.

CULTURE RESOURCES

ARTICLES
»» Languages of Turkey (Week 1)
»» Turkish Phrases (Week 1)
»» Turkish Textiles (Week 1)
»» Turkish Kurd Conflict (Week 5)
»» Turkish Marbling: Adapt for a fun craft (Week 5)
»» Demography of Turkey
»» Turkish Instruments
»» Introduction to Turkish Food

PICTURES
»» Turkish Rug (Week 1)
»» Turkish Tiles (Week 1)
»» Map of Kurdish Population (Week 5)
»» St. Peter's Church in Antioch (Week 5)
»» Turkish-Kurd Conflict in Pictures
»» Pictures and Directions to Make Traditional Turkish Coffee
»» Life in Munzur Valley Turkey

VIDEOS
»» Traditional Turkish Folk Music Featuring a Baglama and a Ney
»» Watch Lamb Kebabs Being Made in Istanbul

GEOGRAPHY
Turkey is located along the border 
of Europe and Asia (see map above). 
During the times of the earliest Christian 
churches (under the Roman Empire), it 
was known as Asia Minor. A key feature 
of Turkey’s geography is the Bosporus 
Strait, which connects the Black Sea 
to the Sea of Marmara leading into the 
Mediterranean Sea. This strait divides the 
largest and most famous city in Turkey: 
Istanbul. It also serves as the divide 
between the European and Asian regions 
of Turkey. During his missionary journeys, 
Paul capitalized on this connection 
between Europe and Asia to spread the 
Gospel. Paul was sent on his mission 
from the church in Antioch, which was the 
home of the first known Gentile church. 

GEOGRAPHY RESOURCES

PICTURES
»» The Church in Antioch (Week 2)
»» Location of Antioch (Week 2)
»» Mountains in Turkey
»» Anatolian Plateau

ARTICLES
»» Turkish Geography Overview
»» Grand Theatre in Ephesus
»» If It Were My Home
»» Ancient Corinth (Week 6)

MAPS
»» Mountain Ranges, Lakes, Rivers
»» Paul's Missionary Journeys Interactive Map
»» Paul’s Missionary Journeys

MODERN TURKEY

http://www.ethnologue.com/country/TR
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/turkish.php
http://www.turkishculture.org/textile-arts/fabrics-and-textiles-67.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/29/magazine/behind-the-barricades-of-turkeys-hidden-war.html
http://www.turkishculture.org/traditional-arts/marbling-113.htm
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/politics/2015/6/8/turkeys-ethnic-make-up-a-complex-melting-pot
http://www.exoticmusicshop.com/turkis-music/instruments/string/
https://www.insightguides.com/inspire-me/blog/turkish-food
http://www.istanbulguide.com/53/info/turkish-rug.htm
https://www.shopturkey.com/turkish-wall-tiles-ottoman-times/
https://cmes.arizona.edu/colloquium/sp13/emrence
http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Travel/Pix/pictures/2012/3/22/1332420364730/The-cave-church-of-St-Pet-001.jpg
http://www.spiegel.de/fotostrecke/photo-gallery-turkey-and-its-conflict-with-the-kurds-fotostrecke-73638.html
http://www.turkishcoffeeworld.com/How-to-make-Turkish-Coffee-s/54.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/28/travel/finding-paradise-in-turkeys-munzur-valley.html?_r=0#slideshow/100000003752862/100000003752886
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnR4-XLLzfU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8UabNZm0Mo
http://padfield.com/turkey/antioch-syria/index.html
http://www.mitchellteachers.org/ChinaTour/SilkRoadProject/silk_road_antioch.html
http://www.peopleofar.com/2014/02/27/kackar-mountains/
http://www.pbase.com/image/40232634
http://traveltips.usatoday.com/landforms-country-turkey-104065.html
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/turkey/ephesus-theater
http://www.ifitweremyhome.com/compare/US/TR
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/greece/corinth
http://www.freeworldmaps.net/europe/turkey/map.html
http://www.understandchristianity.com/timelines/paul-first-second-missionary-journeys/
http://www.conformingtojesus.com/images/webpages/pauls_journeys_map1.jpg


JULY 9 & 16 » RELIGOIUS INFLUENCE & POLITICAL STRUCTURE » WEEKS 3 & 4

POLITICAL STRUCTURE

During the life of Jesus and the time of the 
Early Church, Turkey was controlled by the 
Roman Empire. For a period of time following 
Christ’s resurrection, the region was under 
the Christian rule of the Emperor Constantine 
(pictured below). Istanbul was established as 
the capital of this Byzantine Empire and called 
Constantinople. In 1453 A.D. Constantinople 
fell, and Christianity was pushed out by Islam. 
In 1923, the Modern Republic of Turkey was 
established after WWI. Since then there has 
been a heated debate on the role of religion 
in the political arena. Currently, there is 
very little tolerance for religion, and most 
communication within churches and mosques 
can be regulated by the government.

POLITICAL STRUCTURE RESOURCES

ARTICLES
»» Turkish Government Restrictions on Christianity
»» Islamization of Turkey
»» Timeline of rulership over Turkey’s long history
»» Secular & Muslim Influence in Government
»» Istanbul Airport Bombing in June 2016

RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE

At the time of Paul’s missionary journeys, many people were 
heavily influenced by Greek culture and worshipped their gods.  
The most popular deity was Artemis, the goddess of fertility.  
The Temple of Artemis (pictured above) in Ephesus is one of 
the seven wonders of the Ancient World. Today, the people of 
Turkey are primarily Sunni Muslim, though there is no official 
religion for the country. To make political gains, Turkey has 
attempted to remove evidence of Islamic influence (as well 
as any other religious influence) from its constitution, which 
is now referred to as the secularization of Turkey. Some say 
that the secularist movement is simply an apathetic attitude 
towards religion; others think it is a direct assault to religion. 
Both Christian and Muslim expression are heavily regulated by 
the government. In Turkey today, Christians must be prepared 
for persecution from their Muslim neighbors as well as the 
subtle encroachment of secularist ideology. 

RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE RESOURCES

WEBSITES
»» Joshua Project
»» Operation World

ARTICLES
»» Secularism in Turkey
»» Christianity in Turkey
»» The Fall of Modern Turkish Churches
»» Timeline of Christian Persecution

VIDEOS
»» Religion in Secular Turkey
»» Secular Turkey
»» Ancient Ephesus (Produced by Our Daily Bread Ministries)

MODERN TURKEY

https://anca.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Christian-persecution-in-Turkey.pdf
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/turkey-concerns-grow-of-islamized-economy-and-social-life.html
http://www.turkishculture.org/archaeology/archaeological-sites-in/time-line-of-1029.htm?type=1
http://www.gallup.com/poll/6724/turkey-secular-firmly-grounded-islam.aspx
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36658187
https://joshuaproject.net/countries/TU
http://www.operationworld.org/turk
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36149201
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/turkey/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/2008/august/vanishing-act-of-church-in-turkey.html
http://www.impantokratoros.gr/spread-christianity-persecutions.en.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fighwkDVlfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fighwkDVlfA
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2009/04/06/april-6-2009-secular-islamic-turkey/2609/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBUcm0-daA0

