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Job
Man of God

While there are varying opinions regarding the precise historical 
context of the book of Job, evidence suggests that Job lived 
during the times of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Known for being a 
righteous man and a man of great wealth and wisdom, the immense 
suffering and loss that Job experienced was difficult for him and 
those around him to understand. As readers, we have the benefit 
of the author’s explanation about the spiritual context of Job’s 
suffering. God gave Satan permission to test Job’s faithfulness by 
bringing about a torrent of unimaginable suffering. Job earned his 
place among the great Cloud of Witnesses as he persevered in 
faith, coming to a deeper awe and reverence of God.

OVERVIEW
This unit begins by introducing Job and the scheme Satan launched against him to try to destroy his 
faith in God. We’ll see that Job worshipped God even when he didn’t understand why he was suffering. 
In week three we will shift our focus to the life of Jesus, who embraced the suffering of the cross in 
humble submission and trust in the Father’s plan. The last week of the unit we will return to Job and see 
how God rewarded his endurance with a deeper knowledge of himself, as well as physical abundance.  

Many men and women of faith throughout the ages have exhibited great perseverance in their lives. 
Job is arguably one of the best examples. Job not only trusted in the goodness of God, he trusted in 
his own blamelessness as a man of God. When his life came crashing down around him, Job struggled 
to understand how this all “fit” in God’s plan, yet he continued to hope in God (Job 13:15) and even 
to praise him. Job did not invite suffering into his life. When it came, he actively engaged with God in 
honest and raw dialogue. Despite the counsel and prodding of those around him who insisted he must 
have done something to deserve the suffering, Job knew his heart and the character of his God and 
that gave him hope. James 5:11 says, “As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered.” 
Job’s life is a testimony to the truth of this Scripture. Although it was difficult, Job stayed the course and 
reaped the blessing of a deeper knowledge of God.  

PER•SE•VER•ANCE 

1. Enduring a difficult situation 
without giving way

2. Bearing hardship 
3. Steady persistence in a 

course of action

KEY VERSE
James 5:11

WITNESS
Adoniram Judson

THEME
Perseverance



Adoniram Judson
Missionary to Burma

After a lengthy season of seeking, Adoniram Judson finally came to 
know the Lord and professed Jesus as his Savior. Shortly after his 
conversion he began to take steps to fulfill the Great Commission 
by witnessing to the lost overseas. His pioneering spirit helped 
him to breach the barriers of unfamiliarity in new countries, while 
his endurance and deep love for the Lord sustained him through 
sickness, imprisonment, and the loss of loved ones. The result of 
his sacrificial perseverance over many years was groundbreaking: 
the Burmese received God’s word in their own language for the 
first time. Many have come to know Christ because of the witness 
of Adoniram Judson and his faithful service throughout his life. 

OVERVIEW
Both Job and Adoniram Judson are men who experienced intense testing and hardship in their pursuit 
of God and his calling on their lives. Like Job, Adoniram Judson chose to continue trusting God even 
when things became difficult, and God rewarded him for his perseverance. 

NOTABLE QUOTE

“If I had not felt certain that 
every additional trial was 

ordered by infinite love and 
mercy, I could not have survived 

my accumulated sufferings.”

LIFESPAN
1788-1850

SERVED IN
Yangon, Myanmar

THEME
Perseverance



BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

While most Biblical scholars agree that Job lived during 
the time of the patriarchs, little else is known about him. 
We do learn from the text that Job had seven sons and 
three daughters and was very wealthy, so much so that he 
was known as “the greatest of all the people of the east” 
(Job 1:3). Job was a “blameless and upright” man who 
“feared God and turned away from evil” (Job 1:1). Even 
as a blameless man, Job was stripped of his possessions, 
children, and health.

WEEK 1 | FEBURARY 11 | JOB TRUSTS GOD

Job

KEY CONCEPT
Even when things are hard, we can persevere by placing our trust in God. 

TODAY’S LESSON

In today’s lesson, we will highlight what we know about Job 
and look more closely at Satan’s desire to bring calamity 
upon him. Satan wanted to prove that Job’s faith was only 
strong because God had blessed him so abundantly. For 
reasons we don’t fully understand, God allowed Satan to 
wreak havoc in Job’s life. Satan acted quickly and took 
away all that Job held dear, including the lives of all of his 
children, his livestock, and his health. Throughout this unit, 
we will look at Job’s endurance in the face of immense 
suffering and trials. Today we want to highlight Job’s initial 
response to such great loss. Even though the walls of Job’s 
life were caving in around him, he responded by saying, 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). 

PROGRAMMING NOTES

In hindsight, we are able to see what Job couldn’t see. 
He had no way of knowing why all this trouble had come 
upon him. We often hear the question: Why do bad things 
happen to good people? Job certainly could have asked 
this question of his circumstances. Look at Job’s initial 
response and note that it was not blame or complaining, 
but praise. This was a demonstration of Job’s trust in God 
as holy and sovereign. We can demonstrate our trust in 
God by choosing to respond to suffering with trust and 
praise. 

For the younger kids, show them that though God allowed 
some really hard things to happen in Job’s life, he still 
trusted and even praised God. When hard things happen 
to us, we can have the same attitude as Job and trust that 
God knows what he is doing.  

SCRIPTURE

»» Job 1:1-2:10 – Job’s situation: his blessed life, great 
calamity, and worship amidst great suffering and pain

»» Job 1:22, 2:10 – “In all this Job did not sin.”
»» James 1:2-3, 12 – Trials produce steadfastness 
»» James 5:11 – Even when hard things happen, we can 

trust that God is full of compassion and mercy



WEEK 1 | FEBURARY 11 | JOB TRUSTS GOD

Adoniram Judson

RESOURCES

Adoniram Judson - John Piper
A Life Not Wasted: Adoniram Judson
The Conversion Of Adoniram Judson

Adoniram Judson: Quick Facts
Reaction to Jacob Eames’ Death
School Differences in the 1800s

Brown University Photograph

KEY CONNECTION
Job’s hardship came through illness and the loss of his children. Judson’s earliest challenges 

and hardship came through school, where he was exposed to new philosophies regarding God. 
Through the influence of a friend, he wandered from Christianity. It was only when he lost 
that friend to death that Judson realized that his faith must be grounded in Christ. Job and 

Adoniram Judson both learned to persevere in their faith by placing their trust in God.

CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY

Adoniram Judson learned to read at the age of three and 
entered Brown University as a sophomore at age sixteen. 
While at Brown, he befriended Jacob Eames, a Deist (one 
who believes that God doesn’t interact with creation). To 
the dismay of his parents, Judson converted to Deism that 
year. After college graduation, Judson was returning home 
from New England when he decided to stop at an inn for 
the night. The inn was full, except for one room next door 
to a man who was dying. Judson was not able to sleep 
until the dying man’s groans ceased as his life ended. He 
began to ask questions. Did this man believe in life after 
death? Was he ready to die? Judson chided himself for 
even pondering these things that Jacob Eames would have 
quickly dismissed. The next day, he was astonished to find 
that the man who died was Jacob Eames. The knowledge 
that his best friend died without any belief in Jesus 
jolted Judson into a reconsideration of Christianity and 
eventually led him to become a fervent follower of Christ. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Reflect on John Piper’s account of Adoniram Judson’s 
conversion and think back to your own salvation story. 
What triggered your own search for God and brought you 
to a place of desperation and dependence on him? 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources to show kids what school was like for 
Adoniram Judson. These resources create a backdrop for 
Judson’s incredible conversion account. Encourage them 
to consider the importance of sorting through beliefs and 
ideas and ultimately returning to the truth of Scripture.

http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-few-there-are-who-die-so-hard
https://www.tms.edu/preachersandpreaching/a-life-not-wasted-adoniram-judson/
http://www.itslikethis.org/the-conversion-of-adoniram-judson/
http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/adoniram-judson-4441.php
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4bh9qmV3vmXam1wMkZsdUtaR3c/view
http://mentalfloss.com/article/58705/11-ways-school-was-different-1800s
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1e/Brown_university_robinson_hall_2009a.JPG


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Last week we learned about Job, his blessed life, and the 
circumstances surrounding the dark and difficult days 
that he faced. Although Job was a righteous man who 
feared God, Satan insisted that Job only trusted in God 
because God had been so good to him. God allowed Satan 
to have his way with everything that Job held dear. This 
included the death of his children, the destruction of his 
possessions, and personal physical suffering. Even in the 
midst of his greatest suffering, Job chose to bless the 
name of the Lord.

WEEK 2 | FEBRUARY 18 | HOLDING ON IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING

Job

KEY CONCEPT
Even when we don’t understand the suffering, we must persevere by holding on to God.

TODAY’S LESSON

Today we’ll look more closely at how Job responded in the 
days following the initial shock of losing his kids, his health, 
and all that he owned. Three of Job’s friends came and 
sat with him for seven days and “no one spoke a word” 
(Job 2:13). Eventually, Job’s friends speak, insisting that he 
must have done something to deserve all of his trouble. 
Job replied to each argument. Most of the book of Job is a 
detailed record of this conversation between Job and his 
friends. Although Job didn’t understand why God would 
allow these things to happen, he insisted that he had been 
faithful to God and that he hadn’t done anything to deserve 
these trials. Job also honestly and freely expressed his 
complaints to God, and expressed hope that he would be 
delivered.

PROGRAMMING NOTES

This week we will examine Job’s desire to understand why 
so many terrible things were happening to him. Job was 
spirited, both in the way that he defended himself to his 
friends and in the way he questioned God. Chapter 13 is 
probably the most concise example of this. The first half 
of verse 15 is well known: “Though he slay me, I will hope 
in him. . .”, but we often overlook the rest of the verse, “. . 
. yet I will argue my ways to his face.” This verse captures 
the struggle Job faced in trying to reconcile his idea of a 
good God with a God who allowed such great difficulties 
in his life. 

For the younger kids, focus on the idea that God is over 
all and we must hold on to him. Even though Job’s friends 
blamed him for the hard things in his life, Job continued to 
trust God’s character and plan for his life.

SCRIPTURE

»» Job 13:13-22 – Job declares his innocence and his 
desire to make his case before God  

»» Job 2:11-13 – Job’s friends come to comfort him
»» Job 19:25-27 – “I know that my Redeemer lives...and 

after my skin has been destroyed...I shall see God.”
»» Job 23:1-12 – “But he knows the way that I take; when 

he has tried me, I shall come out as gold.”
»» Psalm 34:1-22 – A Psalm of God’s deliverance of the 

righteous who are suffering



WEEK 2 | FEBRUARY 18 | HOLDING ON IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING

Adoniram Judson

RESOURCES

Quick Facts 
Theological Isolation

Infant Baptism Controversy
Portrait of Judson
Life on a Tall Ship
1800s Tall Ship

KEY CONNECTION
Job held fast to God’s goodness, justice, and sovereignty during a time of isolation and 

accusation. Judson did the same as he took steps to act in alignment with the scriptures. He 
was resolved to obey the Lord regardless of the hardships he endured.

BAPTIST CONVERSION

Adoniram Judson’s conversion was quickly followed by steps 
toward the the mission field. As the first American foreign 
missionary he helped pioneer the ABCFM (a Congregationalist 
missionary society) before he headed out onto the field. While 
studying scripture on his way to India, Judson came to the 
conclusion that the Congregationalists did not hold the correct 
view on baptism according to the Bible. Upon his arrival in 
Calcutta, he and his wife Ann were baptized and proclaimed 
their conversion to the Baptist denomination. They cut ties 
with the ABCFM immediately, unwilling to accept the support 
of the Congregationalist denomination when they were 
unwilling to proclaim its principles. The political climate in India 
forced the Judsons on to Burma where they found themselves 
holding onto the Lord in a new land, with new beliefs, and in 
complete isolation from any financial or relational support in 
the U.S.  

FOR THE WORKERS

Read through the excerpt “Theological Isolation” written 
by Ann Judson to her sister describing this period of the 
Judson’s lives. Consider the hard decisions you have made 
in your walk with the Lord to obey his word completely. 
Did you always stay resolute or did you give in to a more 
comfortable and “acceptable” way?

RESOURCES IN ACTION

The first few resources give context and factual information 
about the Judsons, their religious views, and the emotional 
turmoil of this period of life. The last resource about life on 
a ship gives us a practical understanding of what day to day 
life would have been like for the Judsons as they traveled 
aboard the Caravan from Salem to India. 

http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/adoniram-judson-4441.php
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8PLp0DVKW4ndXh1TEFVVG5XdGs/view
http://peopleof.oureverydaylife.com/congregationalists-believe-infant-baptism-8162.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6FiDdonIGanZTh6a2w2WWZKZjA/view
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/2_3.html
http://deswal.ru/ships/1600-1200/00000036.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Throughout the last couple of weeks, we have been study-
ing the intense suffering in the life of Job. We have seen 
how God allowed Satan to test Job in unimaginable ways 
and how Job persevered in faith. He could have tried to 
run from God to get out from under the pain and struggle 
he was facing, but he did not. Even though Job did not 
understand why he was suffering, he trusted God and be-
lieved that God is good and worthy to be praised in all cir-
cumstances.

WEEK 3 | FEBRUARY 25 | THE PERFECT PERSEVERANCE OF JESUS

Job

KEY CONCEPT
Jesus is the example of perfect perseverance. We must learn from him.

TODAY’S LESSON

As we journey through Scripture, we see that God is a 
deeply personal God who allows circumstances, even 
suffering, into our lives so that we learn to persevere in 
faith. In today’s lesson we will take a look at the life of the 
one who exhibited perfect perseverance even unto death. 
Jesus maintained an unwavering trust in his Father’s 
unchanging goodness and faithfulness and willingly 
submitted to suffering out of complete and total obedience 
to the Father (John 14:31). He knew the torture and deep 
sorrow he would face, yet he humbly prayed, “Not my will, 
but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). As the disciples walked 
with Jesus, they had the opportunity to observe firsthand 
the perseverance of Christ. As followers of Christ today, it 
is essential that we, too, learn from Jesus. 

PROGRAMMING NOTES

In this lesson we will look at Jesus’ example of perseverance 
and humble submission to the will of the Father. Jesus 
exhibited these traits all the way to the cross, and his 
disciples had the privilege of watching and learning from 
Jesus as they walked side by side with him. Drive home 
the point that we can learn from Jesus what it means to 
humbly submit to the Father’s will. We must persevere in 
faith and in complete and steadfast trust in the Father’s 
good and perfect plan. 

For the younger kids, focus on Jesus’ perseverance in 
obeying to the Father’s will, working from John 14:31 and 
Jesus’ prayer in the garden in Matthew 26:36-46. As Jesus’ 
disciples, we should follow his example and persevere in 
trusting in God’s good and perfect plan, no matter what.

SCRIPTURE

»» John 14:31 – Jesus did exactly what the Father 
commanded him

»» Philippians 2:8 – Jesus humbly submitted in obedience 
to the Father, even to the point of death

»» Matthew 26:36-46 – Jesus’ prayer in the garden
»» 1 Peter 2:21 – Jesus left us an example in his suffering 

that we might follow in his steps
»» 1 Peter 1:6-7 – Perseverance through suffering proves 

our faith genuine
»» James 5:11 – Those who have persevered are called 

blessed



WEEK 3 | FEBRUARY 25 | THE PERFECT PERSEVERANCE OF JESUS

Adoniram Judson

RESOURCES

Adoniram Judson Biography - John Piper
Adoniram Judson Story

Ann Visits Adoniram in Prison
Ruins from Judson’s imprisonment in Ava 

Letter from Mrs. Judson to her Parents
Animals in the Jungles of Myanmar

KEY CONNECTION
Adoniram Judson found it very difficult to maintain joy amidst imprisonment and later 

following the death of his wife and daughter. But Judson was able to recover and persevere by 
focusing on the perfect suffering of Christ. 

FACING TRIALS OF MANY KINDS

Though Adoniram Judson’s early life and journey to Burma 
were far from easy, things became very different in the 
spring of 1824. At that time, Burma’s struggle to gain 
independence from England made every Westerner look 
suspicious. Judson was accused of being an English spy and 
was thrown into prison, where he was tied up and hung 
upside down by his feet at night. Even though his wife, Ann, 
was sick and pregnant at the time, she worked tirelessly to 
make life in prison more comfortable for him. Judson was 
finally released  in 1825, but this happiness was short-lived. 
Less than a year later his wife died, followed by his newborn 
daughter just a few months later. His grief drove Judson 
into a season of spiritual depression. He moved out of the 
village where he had been staying to live alone in the jungle 
until news of another missionary couple brought him back 
to God’s call on his life. 

FOR THE WORKERS

John Piper discusses Adoniram Judson’s spiritual depression 
in his biography Adoniram Judson: How Few There Are Who 
Die So Hard! Read pages 17-18 to get a more thorough 
illustration of Judson’s mental struggles. Reflect on times 
in your life that seemed dark and hopeless. Looking back, 
discuss how God was working in and through that time.

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources to help the kids grasp how difficult this 
period of life was for Judson. The video summarizes his 
struggles, while the letter from Ann provides a personal 
perspective on his perseverance. Use the wildlife resource 
to recreate a bit of Judson’s jungle environment.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B50Max1c4WXqQWlsdXZpY0xkdFE/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPtVne_ajbk&feature=youtu.be&t=8m6s
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/7/73/Nancy_visits_Adoniram.jpg/640px-Nancy_visits_Adoniram.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/juliankaesler/5588186191/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B50Max1c4WXqRXJ0SjRVemxNSE0/view
http://www.factzoo.com/wild-animal-pictures/myanmar


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Throughout this unit, we have explored the suffering of 
Job and of Jesus, and the perseverance that was necessary 
to continue to trust in God. Jesus persevered with 
unwavering perfection, even unto death, and provided his 
disciples (and us!) with a flawless example to follow. Job 
also persevered, trusting in the goodness and faithfulness 
of God even when others around him were tempting him 
to question and doubt. One of the greatest lessons we 
learn from Job is that while he didn’t understand why such 
suffering was brought upon his life, he chose to remain 
under it and trust that God is sovereign and good.

WEEK 4 | MARCH 4 | JOB’S CONVERSATION WITH GOD

Job

KEY CONCEPT
Perseverence through suffering draws us closer to God.

TODAY’S LESSON

As the book of Job progresses, we begin to see in Job’s 
response a certain wrestling; he knew that he was a 
righteous man and he struggled to understand how his 
suffering could “fit” as a part of God’s plan. However, 
in this lesson we will see a significant transformation 
in Job’s perspective on his own righteousness and his 
understanding of who God is and what God was doing 
in his life. While most of the book of Job deals with the 
ongoing exchange between Job and his friends, God finally 
speaks into the conversation, challenging Job with the 
reality of the state of his heart and the truth that God’s 
ways are higher than man’s.

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Job complained and cried out to God. He was not blameless 
in his position, but he was not altogether wrong either. After 
a long time of silence, God opened Job’s eyes to see a new, 
more complete picture of God’s character and heart. Job 
realized how small and insignificant he was in comparison 
to God’s might and magnificence. God ultimately rewarded 
Job’s longsuffering and perseverance with blessings above 
and beyond what he had ever experienced. 

For the younger kids, help them to see how Job came 
to know God more deeply and personally through this 
experience. You may want to pull in 2 Samuel 7:22 as a 
way to summarize the greatness of God in one succinct 
and focused passage.

SCRIPTURE

»» Job 42:1-6 – Job recognizes the error in his ways and 
comes to know God much more deeply

»» Job 38:1-4, 40:1-7 – God speaks up and declares his 
power and greatness

»» Job 42:10-17 – Job’s fortunes are restored and he is 
blessed with “twice as much as he had before”

»» 2 Samuel 7:22 – “You are great, O LORD God. For there 
is none like you.”

»» Job 39-41 – Job talks with God; God rewards Job



WEEK 4 | MARCH 4 | JOB’S CONVERSATION WITH GOD

Adoniram Judson

RESOURCES

Fruitful Ministry
Adoniram Judson Biography - John Piper

The Significance of the Judsons
Judson's Burmese-English Dictionary - pg. 104, 174

The Book of Job in Burmese
Judon’s Burmese Bible

Myanmar Christians Reading the Bible

KEY CONNECTION
Both Job and Adoniram Judson faithfully sought the Lord through intense testing and trials 
and experienced him in fresh ways as a result of their perseverance. Not only did the Lord 

bring Judson a renewed sense of vision, zeal, and joy, but he also brought the revelation of his 
Son to the Burmese people as a result of Judson’s steadfast labor in ministry.

THE EARLY YEARS

Eventually Adoniram Judson came out of the depression 
following his wife Ann’s death and entered a new period 
of life characterized by zeal and joy for the work of the 
Lord in Burma. God blessed his ministry and the following 
year 10,000 people asked for gospel tracts, while others 
traveled for months from nearby countries to hear about 
Jesus Christ. Judson’s life and work is a testimony to the 
principle of sowing and reaping. Judson was in the country 
for six years before he saw one person converted to Christ. 
Several years later, after the deaths of his second wife and 
several children, Adoniram Judson finally began to see 
hundreds converted. In his lifetime, he completed the first 
translated Burmese Bible and the first English-Burmese 
dictionary. Today the Judson Bible is still used by Burmese 
Christians and praised for its excellent translation. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Judson’s son said: “Suffering and success go together. If 
you are succeeding without suffering it is because others 
before you have suffered; if you are suffering without 
succeeding, it is that others after you may succeed.” As 
workers, talk about which of these best describes your life 
and take some time to thank God for what he has done 
through you. 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources to give kids a vision of the final days of 
Judson’s ministry. By the end of his life he had completed 
significant amounts of translation work that culminated 
in a Burmese Bible. Show the kids some pages of the 
Burmese Bible as well as Judson’s dictionary. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OQ6X0hqfSFY3wNhmCj_b73tUcMhxMzyTcB-ayk-gFxw/edit
https://document.desiringgod.org/adoniram-judson-en.pdf?1439242118
https://www.missionfrontiers.org/pdfs/34-3-missio-nexus.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B50Max1c4WXqZmRxQmw0NFhheW8/view
http://www.myanmarbible.com/bible/Judson/html/OT/Job/Job001.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyMHCs73mlc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZedJSrGFM07uG4_ZqWDqTmhcwZ0PUC4Qjc8djbe2ftg/edit

