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Paul
   Early Church Missionary

Prior to meeting Jesus, the apostle Paul was a devout Jew who 
zealously opposed the message of the cross and the work of the 
early church. Paul was transformed when he encountered Jesus 
and the course of his life changed completely. In the end, Paul laid 
down his life for the gospel.   
 
God chose Paul to carry the good news about Christ throughout 
the known world. As Paul fulfilled his calling, he faced countless 
difficulties and dangers. We chose to highlight the life of Paul 
in this unit because he remained steadfast and resolute in his 
commitment to Christ in the face of great challenges. 

OVERVIEW
Paul exemplifies a life set apart for God’s purposes. We want the kids to see that Paul’s encounter with 
Jesus completely changed his life. Once zealous in his opposition to the gospel, he became one of the 
greatest and most influential figures in the history of the church. After his conversion, Paul immediately 
began proclaiming Christ in the synagogues (Acts 9:20) and his commitment to fulfill his calling only 
grew stronger with time (Acts 20:24).

The call to spread the gospel throughout the known world and establish the church in the first century 
required the leadership of someone with grit, determination, and perseverance. That person was Paul! 
From our vantage point in history, we can look back on Paul’s life and see how perfectly suited he was 
for this task. Though his commitment to Christ came at great personal cost, Paul’s life was marked by 
tenacity. “He is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the 
children of Israel. For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name” (Acts 9:15-16). 
Paul’s faith was tested through many trials, but he never let go of his hope in Christ. He served God 
faithfully until the very end of his life.

TE•NAC•I•TY 

1. Gripping something firmly 
2. Being very determined 
3. Continuing to exist 
4. Persistence

KEY VERSE
Acts 20:24

WITNESS
Hudson Taylor

THEME
Tenacity



Hudson Taylor
Missionary to China

As a young man, Hudson Taylor asked God to give him a mission. 
The Lord responded to Taylor’s heart cry by calling him to mission 
work in China. Although illness and setbacks plagued his work and 
forced him back to England, Taylor held tightly to the Lord and 
used the time recovering from illness to pray for the future work 
to be done in China. Through this time of prayer, Taylor gained 
a vision for the next steps involved in his mission. He went on 
to found the China Inland Mission with the goal of recruiting 
more missionaries and reaching into the interior of China. Once 
in China, these reinforcements would face more trials, but would 
eventually grow the mission into something much greater than 
anything that Taylor could have imagined.

OVERVIEW
Hudson Taylor was a British missionary who, like Paul, was willing to give everything to share the 
gospel with the lost. He suffered through sickness, adversity, and violence while evangelizing China. 
He held tightly to the call God had placed on his life, trusting that the Lord would provide for all of 
his needs. He did not allow the trials he faced to discourage his heart or diminish his efforts to reach 
the perishing souls of China. After their conversions, both Paul and Taylor poured out their lives as 
sweet offerings to the Lord so that the name of Christ might be magnified. Hudson Taylor’s example of 
tenacity and courage had a lasting influence on Christian missions worldwide. 

NOTABLE QUOTE

“Satan may build a hedge 
about us and fence us in 

and hinder our movements, 
but he cannot roof us in and 

prevent our looking up.” 

LIFESPAN
1832-1905

SERVED IN
China & Thailand

THEME
Tenacity



WEEK 1 | DECEMBER 31 | ENCOUNTERING JESUS

Paul

KEY CONCEPT
When we come to know Jesus, it changes our lives forever.

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

The apostle Paul, formerly known as Saul, was arguably 
the most drastic and startling example of conversion in his 
day. Until Jesus appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus, 
Paul not only refused to accept the message of the gospel, 
he zealously opposed it. Although many lives had already 
been transformed by the power of Jesus’ resurrection, 
Paul experienced the resurrected Christ in a unique and 
deeply personal way. This encounter with Jesus changed 
his life forever.

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Paul’s relationship with Jesus is truly inspiring. Although 
he saw himself as the “chief of sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15), 
he recognized that God “had set [him] apart before [he] 
was born,” and “called [him] by his grace” (Galatians 1:15). 
Paul is the ultimate example of someone whose life was 
transformed after encountering Jesus. His experience of 
Jesus’ grace and forgiveness motivated Paul for a lifetime 
of devotion to God and fruitful ministry. 

For the younger kids, focus on the story of Paul’s 
conversion in Acts 9:1-19. You can lay the groundwork 
for the rest of this unit by helping the kids see that Paul 
zealously opposed the gospel before coming to Christ. 
After meeting Jesus, he began to zealously spread the 
gospel. 

TODAY’S LESSON

The story of Paul’s conversion is one that we’ve taught 
often over the years. In this unit we’ve tried to bring a fresh 
perspective by focusing on texts like Galatians 1, Acts 26, 
and 1 Corinthians 15, which present Paul’s conversion 
through his own eyes. The story of Paul hinges on his 
encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. This week 
we want to bring this very personal encounter with Jesus 
to life and help the kids experience these texts as though 
Paul himself were recounting it for them. Consider having 
one of your team members dress up like Paul and tell the 
story of his conversion. Remember, the focus of this unit 
is the tenacity in Paul’s life. This week’s teaching gives us 
a clear picture of what motivated Paul to stay the course 
through many years of fruitful but difficult ministry.

SCRIPTURE

»» Acts 9:1-19 – The account of Paul’s conversion on the 
road to Damascus 

»» Acts 9:5 – It was Jesus himself who appeared to Paul 
»» Galatians 1:11-24 – Paul recounts his conversion in his 

letter to the Galatians 
»» Acts 26:9-29 – Paul explains his conversion to King 

Agrippa 
»» 1 Timothy 1:12-17 – Paul speaks of God’s great grace 

to him 
»» Galatians 1:12, 16 – Paul defends himself and explains 

his call to ministry



WEEK 1 | DECEMBER 31 | ENCOUNTERING JESUS

Hudson Taylor

KEY CONNECTION
Paul was intent on preventing the spread of Christianity before he came to know Christ. 
Though Hudson Taylor did not oppose the church, he believed that he could not become 
a Christian and thought there was no hope after death. It was through the prayers of his 

family that Hudson Taylor encountered and understood the forgiveness of Christ that 
forever changed the course of his life.

PRE-CONVERSION/CONVERSION

Hudson Taylor grew up in a Christian home. Before Taylor 
was born, his father’s heart was deeply impacted by the 
spiritual state of China. He prayed that if God were to 
give him a son, that son would be called to mission work 
in China. As Taylor grew up, he tried to make himself a 
Christian, but his heart felt unchanged and he began to 
believe he could not be saved. He thought the best he 
could do was take his fill of the world since there was no 
hope for him beyond the grave. This attitude changed one 
day when Taylor spent an afternoon in his father’s library. 
He picked up a gospel tract and began reading. Taylor’s 
mother, who was about 80 miles away, felt an intense 
yearning for the conversion of her son and went to her 
room to pray, determined not leave until God answered 
her prayers. Hours later, when she finished praying, she 
was convinced that her son had become a Christian. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Chapter 2 in Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret describes his 
conversion. Consider your own conversion and how God 
personally called you. Look for opportunities to share your 
story with others.  

RESOURCES

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret - Chapter 2
A Retrospect - Chapter 1, pg. 2-4
Oerview of Hudson Taylor’s life 

Hudson Taylor’s Conversion
Tract for Kids
Burmese Tract

Hudson Taylor Age 21
Hudson Taylor’s Childhood Book - Peter Parley Book

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources to help the kids understand Hudson 
Taylor’s journey to Christ. Many of them are growing up 
in Christian homes. Encourage them to consider the ways 
that their story is similar to Hudson Taylor’s. Be sure to 
emphasize the impact that his dad’s burden for China had 
on Taylor’s life and ministry.

http://www.wholesomewords.org/missions/biotaylor6.pdf
http://www.wholesomewords.org/missions/biotaylor5.html
http://www.path2prayer.com/article/868/revival-and-holy-spirit/books-sermons/new-resources/famous-christians-books-and-sermons/hudson-taylor-missionary-to-china/hudson-taylor-his-conversion
http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl/whowillbeking/2wtlonline.html
http://www.chick.com/reading/tracts/5277/5277_01.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hudson_Taylor_age_21.jpg
http://library.umac.mo/ebooks/b25541201.pdf


WEEK 2 | JANUARY 7 | STONED IN LYSTRA

Paul

KEY CONCEPT
God wants to use each of us to tell others about Jesus.

BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples and 
told them to go make disciples of all nations (Matthew 
28:18-20). As the gospel spread in the regions surrounding 
Jerusalem, Paul (known then as Saul) persecuted the 
growing church. When Paul encountered Jesus personally, 
his life was changed forever. From that point on Paul 
played an instrumental role in the spread of the gospel 
throughout the world.

PROGRAMMING NOTES

The events in Lystra are a great example of Paul’s tenacity. 
After he was stoned, dragged out of the city, and left for 
dead, Paul got up and went back into Lystra. This is just 
one example of Paul’s commitment to spread the gospel 
to the lost. He understood that these types of challenges 
were part of God’s call on his life (Acts 14:22, Acts 9:6).

For the younger kids, the most straight-forward approach 
is the text of Acts 13:1-3. The Holy Spirit, after saving Paul 
and making him a disciple of Jesus, set Paul apart to be a 
missionary who would spend his life telling others about 
Jesus. You may also choose to teach Acts 14:19-23 where 
Paul is stoned and dragged out of the city. Help the kids 
see that many men and women in the world today also 
face difficulty when they share the gospel with others.

TODAY’S LESSON

In our lesson today, we start by looking at Acts 9:20. 
Paul began preaching the gospel immediately after his 
conversion and the New Testament makes it clear that 
he spent the rest of his life sharing Christ with others and 
establishing churches everywhere he went. Paul devoted 
his time, his talents, his treasure, and every ounce of his 
energy to making sure that the church prevailed in his day. 
Today we’ll be looking at one specific example of the trials 
Paul faced on his first missionary journey.

SCRIPTURE

»» Acts 14:8-23 – Paul and Barnabas in Lystra; Paul is 
stoned and dragged out of the city 

»» Acts 14:21-22 – After being stoned, Paul returns to the 
cities he had just visited to “strengthen the souls of the 
disciples” 

»» Acts 9:20 – Paul proclaims the gospel immediately after 
his conversion 

»» Acts 13:1-3 – Paul is set apart by the Holy Spirit to be a 
missionary and is sent out by the church

»» 2 Thessalonians 3:1 – Paul’s desire was that God’s word 
would “speed ahead” 

»» Colossians 1:23 – Paul explains that the gospel had 
been preached throughout the known world 

»» 2 Timothy 3:12 – Everyone who wants to live a godly 
life will be persecuted



WEEK 2 | JANUARY 7  | STONED IN LYSTRA

Hudson Taylor

KEY CONNECTION
Like Paul, Hudson Taylor knew that trials would accompany him as he took the gospel 
to foreign cities. Both men stepped into the challenges with tenacity. Hudson Taylor 

invested his time, talent, and energy to prepare to preach in China. 

PREPARATION

Once a believer, Hudson Taylor immersed himself in God’s 
word and in prayer. He and his sister, Amelia, began to 
minister to the poor, hand out tracts, and invite people to 
church. Taylor continued to pray and read his Bible. It was 
during that time that God spoke a word that shook Taylor 
to his core: China. Taylor began to focus all of his efforts on 
preparing himself for China. He woke up at 5 a.m. to study 
Latin, Greek, and the rudiments of Hebrew and he began 
to learn the Chinese language by comparing the Gospel 
of Luke in Chinese to his English Bible. He would exercise 
rigorously outside on frosty mornings to toughen his body 
for the voyage and arrival in China. Taylor removed all the 
non-essentials of everyday life to prepare for the mission 
field. He even began to study medicine so that he could 
treat those in need in China.

FOR THE WORKERS

Hudson Taylor went to great lengths to prepare his heart 
and mind for the stresses of foreign ministry. Revisit 
chapters 3 and 4 of Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret and 
reflect on your willingness to prepare yourself for the 
challenges that come with sharing the gospel. 

RESOURCES

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret - Chapters 3 & 4
Hudson Taylor Trail in Barnsley, Yorkshire

The Gospel of Luke in Chinese 
Hudson Taylor: Deep in the Heart of China - Chapter 5

Chinese Text

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources this week to encourage the kids to think 
about the challenges of sharing the gospel and what we 
can learn from Hudson Taylor’s preparation and example. 
The Hudson Taylor Trail resource provides pictures and 
descriptions of where he lived and worked during the 
early years of his life. As he grew aware of his call to China, 
Taylor used the Gospel of Luke in Chinese to study the 
language instead of buying a grammar book.

http://www.jameshudsontaylor.org.uk/trail.html
http://www.o-bible.com/cgibin/ob.cgi?version=hgb&book=luk&chapter=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MCFLy3YD4XI5GnVJ7ATbX8JG9JNZRcWcFcBYl7i5keQ/edit
http://media.virbcdn.com/cdn_images/resize_1600x1600/48/13906dcbc28ebcb7-corinthians-13-4.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Right after Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus, he 
began preaching the gospel with passion and conviction. 
Last week we saw Paul’s tenacity as he stood up and 
walked back into the city of Lystra after he was stoned. 
Even when faced with suffering and danger, Paul’s trust 
in God and dependence on the Spirit led him to boldly 
proclaim the gospel that Jesus himself had revealed to him 
(1 Corinthians 15:8, Acts 9:5). 

WEEK 3 | JANUARY 14 | SINGING HYMNS IN PRISON

Paul

KEY CONCEPT
We need to stay devoted to prayer and rejoice in the Spirit through difficult situations.

TODAY’S LESSON

This week we’ll look at how Paul and Silas endured 
hardship while maintaining a devotion to prayer. Paul took 
every opportunity to share the gospel with those around 
him and as a result, a jailer and his whole family came to 
faith in Christ! Paul and Silas were detained, beaten, and 
locked in a prison in Philippi because the Jews in the 
area vehemently opposed their preaching about Jesus 
Christ. While in prison, Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns while the other prisoners listened. As they 
worshipped God, a great earthquake shook the prison 
and the doors were opened. In a panic, the jailer drew his 
sword to kill himself, but Paul called out to him and told 
him that all of the prisoners were still there. The jailer was 
surprised and humbled, and Paul took the opportunity to 
lead him to faith.

PROGRAMMING NOTES

This week’s lesson is a great opportunity to teach about 
maintaining a devotion to prayer and joy in the Spirit, even 
when life gets hard. Although we tend to think of tenacity 
as simply being able to endure hardship, we see in this text 
that Paul and Silas thrived in the midst of a very difficult 
situation. Their hope and trust in God did not waver. As 
a result, God opened the doors of the prison and opened 
the jailer’s heart to the gospel. Paul's and Silas’ tenacity 
gave them an opportunity to lead others to Christ. 

For the younger kids, bring this story to life and help the 
kids to really imagine what it was like for Paul and Silas. 
Help them to see that we can respond to the challenges 
we face with joy. When we trust God in the midst of hard 
times, he is faithful to use our trials for good, both in our 
lives and in the lives of others.

SCRIPTURE

»» Acts 16:16-40 – The story of Paul and Silas in prison 
and the conversion of the Philippian jailer 

»» 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 – Paul is mistreated in Philippi 
»» Romans 8:28 – In all things God works for the good of 

those who love Him 
»» Philippians 4:10-20 – Paul has learned contentment
»» Ephesians 4:1 – Paul is a prisoner for the Lord 
»» 2 Corinthians 4:8-17 – Paul addresses his suffering and 

the hope he has in the midst of it



WEEK 3 | JANUARY 14 | SINGING HYMNS IN PRISON

Hudson Taylor

RESOURCES

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret - Chapter 6
Hudson Taylor: Deep in the Heart of China - Chapter 10

Qing Dynasty Clothing 
Chinese Shoes

KEY CONNECTION
Both Paul and Hudson Taylor were captivated by a powerful and loving God. Regardless 
of their circumstances they enthusiastically enjoyed their God and told others about him. 

Paul chose to proclaim the gospel rather than live a quiet life of faith; Taylor chose to 
spread the message of Christ rather than enjoy the privileges of his country. 

EARLY MINISTRY IN CHINA

When Hudson Taylor landed in China for the first time, he 
found himself in the thick of the Taiping Rebellion. Even in 
the uncertainty and chaos of Shanghai, he eagerly went 
about preaching the gospel. He was often cold and low 
on resources, but he was content to live a life of prayer 
and dependence, and his joy was a testimony to those 
around him. During his two years in Shanghai, Taylor went 
on ten extensive evangelistic trips to the interior of China. 
No challenge or barrier would keep him from sharing the 
gospel. As he traveled further away from Shanghai, he 
found people were often afraid of his western appearance. 
Rather than keep the privileges and safety of a British 
appearance, he chose to take on traditional Chinese dress 
and hair style. The Chinese were blessed by the strange 
foreigner that went out of his way to communicate with 
them.  

FOR THE WORKERS

Chapter 6 of Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret describes this 
period of Hudson Taylor’s life. Think about the ways Taylor 
responded to challenges and barriers in sharing the gospel. 
Are you a witness for Christ in the midst of trials? How far 
are you willing to go? 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the Chinese clothing resources to show the kids 
the practical application of Hudson Taylor’s enthusiasm 
for sharing the gospel. Allow them to interact with this 
old-fashioned cultural clothing and encourage them to 
consider their own willingness to let go of their identity 
and share the gospel with joy.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h_7W0391wvl7gJODJ2YmFc818wdYclqDLlycv7GB9IU/edit
http://mnk.pl/collection/the-collection-of-chinese-clothing-from-the-qing-dynasty
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-1eGjTCvWEBEgHxuGL-gNWfNSHTCh7lO9pxj_nW-vZA/edit


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

We have been learning about Paul’s tenacity in the face 
of great trials. Paul’s life changed drastically when he met 
Jesus. Not only did Paul love Jesus, he loved the Body of 
Christ. When Jesus was on earth, he made it clear that he 
would build his church and that the gates of hell would 
not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). Paul spent his life 
carrying out this mission by preaching the gospel and 
working to ensure that the church prevailed.

WEEK 4 | JANUARY 21 | COMMITTED TO DISCIPLESHIP

Paul

KEY CONCEPT
We need to be people who are being discipled and making disciples.

TODAY’S LESSON

Today we want to highlight Paul’s commitment to teach 
and train others to carry on the mission of spreading the 
gospel by focusing specifically on Paul’s relationship with 
Timothy. Paul met Timothy on his first missionary journey 
and decided to bring him along on his travels. In time, Paul 
came to see Timothy as a “beloved and faithful child in the 
Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:17). The letters of First and Second 
Timothy reveal a great deal about their relationship. Paul 
left Timothy in Ephesus to lead the church there and make 
disciples of his own who would in turn teach and train 
others (2 Timothy 2:2-3). As Paul’s disciple, Timothy also 
needed great tenacity to lead in the face of challenges 
from those who questioned his authority and sought to 
harm the church.PROGRAMMING NOTES

The church would not have prevailed without people like 
Timothy who helped establish local churches during such a 
crucial period in the church’s history. Start by talking about 
the first time Paul met Timothy (Acts 16:1-5) and then help 
the kids to see how their relationship grew over time. Paul 
encouraged Timothy to preach the Word and to set an 
example for other believers. Paul also charged Timothy to 
make disciples of those who would make disciples of others. 
This week we are trying to bring Paul’s commitment to 
discipleship into focus. Paul’s tenacity was not enough; he 
needed others who were willing to sacrifice for the gospel.

For the younger kids, help them to see the importance of 
having others in our lives who can help us to be more like 
Jesus. For Timothy, it started with his mom and grandma 
(2 Timothy 1:5). Later in Timothy’s life, Paul built on this 
foundation. Also, help them to see how God wants to use 
them to help others grow in their faith.

SCRIPTURE

»» Acts 16:1-5 – Paul brings  Timothy on his journey 
»» 1 Corinthians 4:17 – Paul refers to Timothy as a his 

“beloved and faithful child in the Lord” 
»» 1 Timothy 1:3-5 – Paul urges Timothy to stay in Ephesus 

and lead the church there 
»» 2 Timothy 2:1-3 – Paul challenges Timothy to make 

disciples who will also make disciples 
»» 2 Timothy 4:1-8 – Paul challenges Timothy to preach
»» 2 Timothy 1:5 – Timothy first learned sincere faith from 

his mom and grandmother 
»» 1 Timothy 4:11-16 – Paul challenges Timothy to serve 

according to the prophecies made about him



WEEK 4 | JANUARY 21 | COMMITTED TO DISCIPLESHIP

Hudson Taylor

RESOURCES

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret - Chapter 10
The Morning at Brighton Beach

Map of Unreached People in China in 1865 
China Inland Mission - Modern Day

Asia for Educators - Art, Religion, Culture of Asia
Taylor and His Wife with Christians in China
Map of China Created by the CIM in 1948

KEY CONNECTION
Paul discipled Timothy to carry on the work of the church. Hudson Taylor also understood 
the importance of making disciples. He knew that reaching all of China required far more 

than he alone could give. In establishing the China Inland Mission and training other 
missionaries, Hudson Taylor propelled the gospel deep into the heart of China.

FOUNDING THE MINISTRY

As the demands of the work in China grew, Taylor’s health 
began to fail. His poor health led him back to England in 
1860. As he recovered, he reflected on the needs of the 
people of China. Taylor agonized over the number of people 
perishing every day without the good news. The lack of 
concern from those in England drove Taylor to write China: 
Its Spiritual Needs and Claims in an attempt to stir the hearts 
of Christians there. Taylor created a plan to reach all eleven 
of the inland provinces of China and he began recruiting 
missionaries who would imitate his lifestyle and missionary 
methods. The missionaries would be completely dependent 
on the Lord for finances and adopt the dress and customs 
of the Chinese people. Taylor recruited sixteen missionaries 
and returned to China in 1965 to continue the work. The 
China Inland Mission would have a lasting impact for 
generations. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Chapter 10 of Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret describes 
Hudson Taylor’s struggle to lead and disciple other 
missionaries in China. Alternately, being a disciple is 
also an opportunity to trust God to use the leaders in 
our lives. How does trust play a part in your discipleship 
relationships? 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources to help the kids see how carefully 
and intentionally Hudson Taylor made disciples. He was 
looking for new missionaries who loved the people of 
China and were ready to live a life of faith and dependence 
on God. The Asia for Educators website provides a variety 
of pictures and links about the culture and life of those 
in China, including art, religion, and language, all of 
which were different barriers and opportunities that new 
missionaries had to navigate. 

https://andyds55.wordpress.com/2015/06/11/brightons-astonishing-place-in-the-history-of-china/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OMF_International#/media/File:TheNineMap.jpg
https://omf.org/us/about/our-story/china-inland-mission/
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/375769162635628800/
https://www.scmp.com/sites/default/files/2015/07/10/handout_06jul15_fe_rev_1_6140876241_ea35373c1a_o_copy.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Throughout this unit we have focused on Paul’s tenacity in 
carrying out the call that God had placed on his life. Paul’s 
encounter with Christ completely transformed him and 
fueled a lifetime of faithful service. Paul faced countless 
challenges along the way, but he remained steadfast and 
firm in his resolve to see the Kingdom of God advance 
throughout the world. We saw last week that Paul was 
also committed to teaching and training others who would 
join him in the work of building the church. 

WEEK 5 | JANUARY 28 | THE TENACITY OF CHRIST

Paul

KEY CONCEPT
Jesus never wavered in his commitment to the Father. 

TODAY’S LESSON

Today’s lesson is focused on the tenacity of Christ as he 
accomplished the work that the Father sent him to do. 
As we’ve seen with each unit in the Cloud of Witnesses, 
Jesus perfectly exemplified the tenacity that we’ve been 
studying in Paul’s life. Jesus made it clear that he came 
down from heaven not to do his own will, but to do the 
will of the Father (John 6:38). Jesus leveraged everything 
to accomplish the work that God had given him to do. He 
worked long days and had late nights, experienced hunger 
and thirst, and pushed through fatigue and exhaustion. 
Jesus was faithful to God to the very end (John 13:1).

PROGRAMMING NOTES

This week we want the kids to see the tenacity of Christ 
as he persevered in the face of great difficulty. Although 
Jesus’ ministry on earth was very demanding, he walked 
with God on the deepest and most personal level. We 
want to help the kids see Christ’s tenacity in his focus 
and determination to finish the work of salvation. In Luke 
9 we learn that Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem” 
(Luke 9:51). Focus your teaching on Luke 9, looking first at 
Christ’s example (v51) and then at our need for tenacity as 
we follow him (v57-62). 

For the younger kids, help them to see that Jesus was fully 
committed to doing the Father’s will and nothing could 
change his mind. Jesus faced hard things, but he stayed 
focused on the work that God had given him to do and he 
obeyed all the way to the cross. 

SCRIPTURE

»» Luke 9:51, 57-62 – Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem
»» Isaiah 50:5-8 – “I have set my face like a flint...”
»» Luke 4:28-30 – Jesus is dragged out of the city and 

nearly stoned
»» Matthew 14:22-23 – Jesus goes up on the mountain to 

pray after a long day
»» Luke 9:1-6 – Jesus calls his disciples to trust in God as 

they labor for the kingdom 
»» 2 Corinthians 11:23-29 – Paul recounts the difficulties 

he faced as he served God



WEEK 5 | JANUARY 28 | THE TENACITY OF CHRIST

Hudson Taylor

RESOURCES

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret - Chapter 12
Tung Chow Missionary Trip

Photographs of the Boxer Rebellion and Chinese Mandarin
The Boxer Rebellion

Chinese Wheelbarrow used for travel

KEY CONNECTION
Jesus never wavered in his commitment to the Father and he remained obedient in the 
midst of trials. Similarly, Hudson Taylor and John Burdon knew the city of Tung Chow 
would be challenging, but they were confident that they had been sent there by God. 

CHALLENGES TO MINISTRY

On one missionary trip, Hudson Taylor traveled to Tung-
Chow, a region known as “Satan’s Seat” because of it’s 
lawless people. Taylor was working with a man named John 
Burdon at the time. When they arrived in the city, all seemed 
to be going well as they handed out Bibles. Suddenly a huge 
man began to accuse them. He grabbed Taylor by the throat 
to choke him. People chanted, “kill the foreign devils.” As 
they were dragged away, Taylor and Burdon continued to 
throw tracts to the people. Taylor reminded his friend how 
the first disciples rejoiced when they were counted worthy 
to suffer for the cause of Christ. They were taken before the 
Mandarin (the mayor) of the city where they had additional 
opportunities to share the gospel. By God’s grace, they 
found favor with the Mandarin and were allowed share 
their Bibles in other parts of the city.

FOR THE WORKERS

Chapter 12 in Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret recounts the 
early challenges of the mission agency. The “Tung Chow 
Missionary” account is Taylor’s personal recollection of 
one particular evangelistic trip that brought both great 
challenges and joy. Are you willing to enter into this work 
like Paul, Hudson Taylor, and John Burdon? What situations 
make you waver? 

RESOURCES IN ACTION

China was not a welcoming place for foreigners in the late 
1800’s and early 1900’s. Conflicts like the Boxer Rebellion 
and the Opium War made it difficult to reach the nation, 
but Hudson Taylor and his missionaries were not disuaded. 
Use the resources to teach the kids about the challenges to 
Hudson Taylor’s evangelistic work.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DVcK-XpvwO7uYoQG-AZy4FvCukF8M-QYOsnE14iXq4M/edit
http://www.thortrains.com/online/boxerei3.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0l4C3vZudZI
http://www.antique-chinese-furniture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/antique-chinese-wheelbarrow.jpg


BACKGROUND TO TODAY’S LESSON

Throughout this unit we have highlighted Paul’s tenacity as 
he carried out the work of God. Last week we saw these 
same characteristics in the life of Christ. Paul’s encounter 
with Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-6) completely 
changed his life and motivated him to preach the gospel 
throughout the known world.  Although he endured 
insults, beatings, and imprisonment, Paul considered it an 
honor to suffer for the name of Jesus Christ (Philippians 
1:29).
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Paul

KEY CONCEPT
Paul was committed to serving Christ faithfully to the very end. 

TODAY’S LESSON

Today’s lesson is built around the shipwreck on Malta near 
the end of Paul’s life. While visiting Jerusalem, the Jews 
arrested Paul and tried to kill him. Because Paul was a 
Roman citizen, he appealed his case to Caesar, the highest 
power in the land, and was put on a ship to Rome. It was 
on this journey that the ship he was on was battered by 
a violent storm and ultimately shipwrecked on the island 
of Malta. We saw last week that Jesus “set his face like 
a flint” to go to Jerusalem where he would be crucified 
(Isaiah 50:7). Paul knew that imprisonment, affliction, and 
possibly death awaited him as he worked to share the 
gospel, but he was resolved to go where the Spirit led him 
(Acts 20).  

PROGRAMMING NOTES

Again this week, we see Paul making the most of an 
extremely difficult situation. In the midst of a terrible 
storm aboard a ship, Paul sought to encourage and feed 
the other 275 men on board. He openly shared with them 
that he was a follower of God. Once on the island of Malta, 
Paul healed the sick and introduced the native people to 
Christ. Use this last week of the unit to help the kids see 
that Paul’s life didn’t get any easier as he followed Christ; it 
actually got harder! The key passage for this week is Acts 
20:22-24. Paul’s primary goal in life was to finish the work 
that God had entrusted to him. 

For the younger kids, help them to see that Paul faced 
new and greater challenges as he followed God. Paul knew 
that difficulty awaited him on his journey to Rome, but he 
trusted and followed God. 

SCRIPTURE

»» Acts 27:1-28:10 – Story of the shipwreck on the island 
of Malta 

»» 2 Corinthians 11:21-33 – Reference to Paul's shipwreck 
and sufferings  

»» Romans 1:13-15 – Paul expresses his earnest desire to 
preach the gospel in Rome

»» Acts 20:22-24, 36-38 – Paul tells of his journey to 
Jerusalem and that he would not return

»» Philippians 4:6 – “Do not be anxious about anything...”
»» Colossians 4:2 – “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 

watchful in it with thanksgiving.”
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Hudson Taylor

RESOURCES

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret - Chapters 17 & 18
Hudson Taylor Life Summary

Hudson Taylor and Family Burial Site
Photograph of Taylor in His Later Years

Transformation of CIM to OMF
China Inland Mission - Modern Day

KEY CONNECTION
The apostle Paul and Hudson Taylor were men who fixed their eyes on the Lord as they 
faced hardships in their ministry. Rather than weakening in their resolve, they thrived in 

the midst of challenges, even as they neared the end of their lives. They were determined 
to finish the work entrusted to them. Today, the fruit of their Spirit-led labor is still 

evident around the world. 

LEGACY

In 1905, when Hudson Taylor was 73 years old, he made 
his eleventh and final trip to China. He spent Easter in 
Yangchow and visited a few other towns before stopping 
at the most difficult of the unreached provinces that 
his workers had encountered. His last days were spent 
doing what God had called him to: he visited parts of the 
city, inspected a site for a new hospital, and spoke to a 
congregation of Chinese workers. While preparing for a 
service the next morning, he passed away peacefully. 
Taylor was faithful to the very end of his life and his legacy 
continues to bear fruit today. When he died in 1905, the 
CIM had 825 missionaries living in all eighteen provinces of 
China and there had been 25,000 Christian converts. The 
organization that Taylor started is still active today. It has 
expanded and is now known as the Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship International. 

FOR THE WORKERS

Revisit chapters 17 and 18 in Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret 
which describe the last years of his life. Let it encourage 
you to finish the work God has put before you.

RESOURCES IN ACTION

Use the resources this week to drive home Hudson Taylor’s 
tenacity. Describe the lasting impact of his life and the 
ministry of CIM and help the kids envision what it would 
look like in their lives to finish strong.

http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/article/1835048/james-hudson-taylor-english-missionary-who-made-his-mark
https://omf.org/us/hudson-and-maria-taylors-graves-found-in-china/
https://omf.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2013/12/Old-James-Hudson-Taylor.jpg?x67874
https://world.wng.org/2015/05/building_on_a_legacy
https://omf.org/us/about/our-story/china-inland-mission/

