
Sent out by the Holy Spirit and the Church 
 
We thank God for those who are seeking His will about taking the gospel to another land. 
How do you determine if you are called by God to serve Him in this way, and how do 
you know when and where God wants you to go? Acts 13 gives us insight as to how the 
Holy Spirit directs those whom He calls to serve Him, in this case on a mission to another 
part of the world. 
 
1Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who 
was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manean a member of the court Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3Then after 
fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 4So, being sent out 
by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 

- Acts 13:1-4 
 
Notice first of all that the Holy Spirit chose those whom He would send on a mission to 
another region (Barnabas and Saul) from among those who were already serving in this 
local church with the gifts He had given them. They had been faithful to serve there, and 
the whole church could testify to their effectiveness. Having been faithful in their local 
church ministry, the Spirit was now calling them to use their gifts in another place. So we 
see that God calls those who are already serving Him and His church where they are. 
 
We see also that the Holy Spirit revealed His will to the church leaders, these prophets 
and teachers who were ministering to the church in Antioch. Perhaps there were others 
who were also considering a mission work, but these leaders wanted to know whom God 
was specifically calling. They received this direction, “as they were worshiping the Lord 
and fasting.” It was then that He spoke to them about who should go on this mission: “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” God reveals 
His call, not only to those whom He is calling, but also to godly and prayerful church 
leaders who know them and are serving with them.  
 
Also, note that Barnabas and Saul were sent out by both the Holy Spirit (verse 4), and by 
the church, through its leaders (verse 3). This clear calling and sending by both the Spirit 
and the church must have given Barnabas and Saul great assurance as they set out to do 
the Lord’s work. 
 
So, if you are seeking the Lord’s will about serving on a mission trip, ask yourself... 

• Am I serving God now in the local church where He has placed me? 
• Am I willing to be led and have God’s will confirmed by those God has placed in 

leadership in my local church? 
• Do I believe the Holy Spirit will speak to my church as well as to me about this 

call? 
 
 


