
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Senior Minister 
Search  Committee  
joyfully introduces 

 

Reverend Carol Hill 
 

September 9, 2018 



 

 

August 28, 2018 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

With great joy and confidence, your Senior Minister Search Committee recommends 
Reverend Carol Hill as our next Senior Minister. 

 

Through prayerful and challenging discussions, the committee embodied our church’s 
diversity of faith in order to find our next pastor. We were diligent in working through a 
well-planned and detailed process. For fourteen months, the committee met weekly to 
create and administer a survey, create an interview process, develop interview  
questions, review, discuss, interview, and visit candidates for our position. 

 

We received applications from 138 candidates, reviewed writing and sermon samples 
from 33 candidates, conducted 23 phone interviews, 11 Skype interviews, and visited 
four different congregations.  Additionally, Pastor Carol met us in person for a 2 hour  
interview and met with us for another 2 hour follow-up interview. We had a social  
gathering and collected feedback after she lead a sermon for our staff, executive  
committee, and search committee. Finally, we contacted 12 references from internal and 
external sources. 

 

Pastor Carol is a truly gifted spiritual leader whose strengths include dynamic and 
thought-provoking sermons, an open, warm and accepting spirit, and a true calling to 
live God’s mission.  She has a passion for the spiritual development of all generations 
and the experience to help us identify our gifts and lead us to follow in Christ’s likeness. 

 

We are excited to share that Carol Hill is exactly who God is calling to lead Park Ridge 
Community Church into the future. Please join us on Sunday, September 9th at 10:00 
a.m. for Rally Sunday and to hear Carol preach. A congregational meeting will be held 
immediately following the service for the purpose of our membership voting to call  
Carol to be our next Senior Minister. 

 

What a blessed time for our church family! 

 

In Christ’s service, 

 

Senior Minister Search Committee   Tim Lapp, chairperson 

Gale Fabisch   Ginny Feurer    Dan Smith 

Mary Biardo   Keith Reboletti    Debby Taber Tigerman   

Sara Born    Hannah Siebert     

 



REFLECTIONS  

 

“Pastor Carol brings her heart to her work. She is transparent, she wouldn’t know how to be anything 
else.  She is open to being challenged. She is open to listening to all sides and making mutual decisions. Her 
pre-worship, preaching, and scripture are all in harmony and tied together. She relates to all. And all of her 
congregants feel that they have been awakened to the call of Christ. She has a heart for pastoring, and has 
helped so many. She is really a God-ordained pastor. Carol has a special gift that few ministers have.” 

 

- Rev. Darneather Murph-Heath, Elgin District Superintendent of the United Methodist Church 

 
“Carol is part of a strategic leadership team with three churches. She always exceeds our expectations. She 
is one of the most gifted ministers I have have known. She is wonderful in scripture...she makes the Gospel 
challenging and comforting. She brings the history of the Gospel to life and relates it to the 21st  
century.  She truly has an inherent gift for ministry. She is thoughtful and supportive. She is supremely  
talented and compassionate. She has been a blessing to us and I hope you realize what a gifted person you 
will be getting.” 

 

- Rev Chris Winkler, Senior Pastor of Barrington United Methodist Church 

 
“Carol is positive in her approach. She preaches the Word. She goes out of her way to reach people. She 
breathed life into Epworth.” 

 

-Rev. William Lenters, retired United Methodist Church clergy and former Epworth United  
Methodist Church member 

 



Resume 

Education: 

• Masters of Divinity - May 2009 

  Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 

• Bachelor of Arts - December 2003 

  Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN 

 

Ministerial Experience: 

 

• Senior Pastor ~ July 1, 2016 to Present 

 First United Methodist Church of West Dundee, West Dundee, IL 

• Senior Pastor ~ July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2016 

 Epworth United Methodist Church, Chicago, IL 

• Associate Pastor ~ July 1, 2009 - June 20, 2013 

 First United Methodist Church of Park Ridge, Park Ridge, IL 

• Youth Director ~ August 15, 2007 - June 30, 2009 

 Northbrook United Methodist Church 

• Youth Director ~ May 2004 - August 1, 2007 

 Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Alexandria, VA 

 



MEET THE HILL FAMILY 

Carol and her husband Adrian grew up 
in Tennessee and met while attending 
Vanderbilt University.  The couple 
moved to Washington, DC, where they 
were married in 2005. They welcomed 
their first child Katherine “Katie” into 
the world in 2007, and the twins  
Caroline “Carrie” and Adrian, Jr. 
“Deuce” were born in 2012 here at  
Lutheran General Hospital. 

 

The whole family is excited about the 
prospect of moving to Park Ridge. The 
kids love going to school and look  
forward to making new friends.  
Adrian, the janitor and building  
manager at Barrington United  
Methodist Church, will continue his 
work and is excited at the possibility of  
being closer to some of his  
basketball leagues and  
Chicago activities. 

 

Carol and Adrian are both athletes,  
enjoying basketball and tennis. All of 
the children are involved in  
gymnastics and Katie plays the violin 

in orchestra and enjoys singing and dancing.  The family camps every year and  
enjoys vacationing at the family summer home in New Hampshire, where they 
hike, bike, and breathe deeply of God’s creation. Participation in church is a family 
affair, from praying at the dinner table to inviting friends to church events and 
knowing that God’s love is experienced through the warmth of the congregation.   
 



STATEMENT OF FAITH · Rev. Carol Hill 

I believe in God who lovingly created all that is and was and ever will be. I believe 
that God is still actively creating and inviting humanity to be co-creators. I believe that 
God is eternal and timeless. I believe that God gave humankind free will and in so doing, 
acquiesced some of God’s absolute power and control. Humankind thus has the choice to 
enact or to thwart God’s ultimate designs. In spite of human frailty and propensity to sin 
and resist God, God persistently reaches out in love and reconciliation. I believe that God 
desires the wholeness and happiness of all people. I believe that while humanity gets to 
experience and seek to know God more, our attempts fall short of knowing the full  
extent of God’s glory. I believe that God has always and continues to speak to people,  
calling them, inspiring them, challenging them, and speaking truth in their hearts and 
minds. I believe that we experience God as Creator, Almighty God; as Jesus of Nazareth; 
and as the Holy Spirit. 

 

I believe God was most perfectly known through God’s Son Jesus of Nazareth. I believe 
that Jesus was the Messiah and Savior of all the Nations. Jesus’ teachings, as written in 
the Gospel narratives, instruct God’s people on how to live and be, and his life reveals 
some of the inbreaking of God’s Kingdom in our midst. Through the life, death, and  
resurrection of Jesus, all humanity can live in restored relationship with God. 

 

I believe that God’s Holy Spirit is moving and at work in the world and universe, 
helping foster relationships with God and with others. The Holy Spirit is creative, playful,  
healing, loving, empowering, encouraging, resistant to evil, and ultimately working for 
good. 

 

I believe that the Bible was written by human beings and inspired by God. This is 
my sacred text, through which I hear and see the Almighty God. The stories and  
information contained in these scriptures are instructive and enlightening as we  
understand who God is, how God works, and how God has related to God’s people 
throughout history. The Bible should be read with consideration given to context and 
genre, listening for God’s truths as taught by Jesus, to shine through. 

 

I believe that the Church is called to be the Body of Christ. The church exists to help 
Christians grow together in community as they learn more about and deepen their love 
for God. In community, people can build each other up, support one another, provide  
accountability and differing, clarifying perspectives. Together, we help to usher in God’s 
kingdom and can see glimpses of the now and the not yet fully realized reign of God. 

 



THOUGHTS FROM OUR COMMITTEE AND STAFF 

“Throughout the interview process, Pastor Carol has exuded poise and a love for Christ and the Church.” 
- Tim Lapp, Committee Chair of the Senior Minister Search Committee 

 
“Pastor Carol enjoys creating worship services that challenge and lead her congregation into deeper  
discipleship. Carol Hill respects and values the traditions we hold dear at PRCC. I am excited to have her lead me on my faith 
journey.” - Mary Biardo, Senior Minister Search Committee 

 
“I feel a connection with Pastor Carol as a youth and would feel at ease in approaching her if I was  
struggling with a challenging circumstance. I believe her warm personality will be inspiring to our youth. I love how she  
challenges you to incorporate your faith into your everyday life and brings a fresh perspective to preaching.”  
- Hannah Seibert, Senior Minister Search Committee   

 
“Pastor Carol’s ability to connect with our diverse committee gives me confidence she can connect to  
anyone open to knowing her.  Her genuine spiritual leadership will develop our church not only today but for years to come.”  
- Dan Smith, Senior Minister Search Committee 

 
“I’ve been on five search committees over the years, and each minister we have chosen has been the right person for that time 
in the church. I am confident in my heart and soul that Pastor Carol is the right pastor to lead us forward at this time.  I am 
awestruck with her depth of faith and how she can communicate that to others. I’m so excited to grow in my faith journey with 
this amazing young and spiritually mature  
woman.”- Ginny Feurer, Senior Minister Search Committee 

 
“As I’ve participated in this search process, I have been considering the needs of  my multigenerational family at PRCC and 
how that relates to many of us. Because of her warmth and God-filled presence,  I am excited to have Carol lead the spiritual 
growth of my young children, support my faith journey, and nurture the faith of my parents as long-time members of this 
church. She will do amazing things with ALL of us!” - Sara Born, Senior Minister Search Committee 

 

“Pastor Carol has a powerful ability to connect with youth and adults. Here biblical knowledge transfers directly to everyday 

life and its challenges. Her employment has been a continuous path of increasing responsibilities and accomplishments.” 

 - Gale Fabisch, Senior Minister Search Committee 

“ I was immediately drawn to her bright, positive demeanor and her composure. I was also impressed by her answers to the 

questions to the questions about theological issues that are important to Christians today.”   

- Debby Taber Tigerman, Senior Minister Search Committee 

“When we started this process, Carol was one of the first people that I thought of as a great candidate. Many months later we 

were delighted to get her application. She really stood out among the other candidates as the right minister to lead our  

congregation! ” - Keith Roboletti, Senior Minister Search Committee 

 
“Communicating efficiently through sermons, small group work as well as in one to one caring situations is also vital for  
success.   I have found all these skill sets to be true in Carol Hill. Carol’s love of God shines strong and I believe she is the right  
person for us now. “ - Liz Swanson, Director or Pastoral Services 

 
“Rev. Hill embodies that light, that joyous faith, that positive spirit. Having her as our senior minister would be great, would be 
wonderful, would be a blessing. I believe with her help and leadership, we could rebuild our church in numbers, in  
organization, and most importantly in joyful spirit.” - Sasha Gerritson, Minister of Music 



A NOTE FROM PASTOR CAROL 

 

Dear Members of PRCC, 

 
It seems like God has been preparing me to come and serve among you for quite 
some time, certainly before I figured it out! I feel fortunate to have gotten to know 
some of you through past Women’s Retreats, service projects at Epworth UMC in 
Chicago, the Pumpkin Patch, and even weddings and funerals. In many ways, it feels 
like being called to serve as PRCC’s Senior Minister is a homecoming, and my family 
and I already feel as though we “belong.” 

 
I am so impressed with the ways PRCC intentionally embodies a place where God is 
still actively at work through a diversity of faith and where all are invited into  
deeper relationships with God, Jesus, and one another. I am honored to think that I 
would get to join you in these pur-
suits. I find that my own convictions 
are  
strengthened through conversation 
and dialogue with others who have 
different perspectives than my own.  
I look forward to sharing the ways 
God has moved in my life and  
revealed God’s self in different ways 
and hearing the same from you. I am 
excited to get to know your families 
and journey alongside you as we  
experience the holy moments of life, 
from the births of children to health 
struggles to dealing with our 
ever-changing world. I know that 
God has used this congregation for 
over 175 years and has even more 
plans for what will come. I am elated 
that I might get to be a part of this 
family of faith! 

Peace and Love, 

Pastor Carol 


