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I am so excited that Fall is upon us! Fall is my
favorite season! In childhood, there was always so
much to look forward to: the cooler weather, falling
leaves, the return of football, my birthday, and my
favorite holiday, Thanksgiving. As an adult I’ve
added to the list of highlights: the return of school,
resuming church activities, the gift of our choir and
beautiful music program, and most recently, the
return of our annual Stewardship campaign. As Vice
Chair, this is a new joy for me, but I’m looking
forward to this year’s Stewardship campaign,
“Rooted in Love,” which will run October 9 –
November 13 (Consecration Sunday).

When my wife, Julie and I first started coming to
PRCC, I remember not feeling fully aware of what
Stewardship meant in terms of our church.  I always
knew stewardship was about money and I knew the
concept of tithing, but often the idea of
stewardship inspired feelings of guilt, for not giving
enough or being enough. I took the next obvious
mental leap and determined that money/personal
giving and faith really shouldn’t be talked about in
the same space because of my discomfort.

Wow, was I missing the point!

As I am learning more about stewardship, I have
discovered that through our giving, we receive! I’ve
been reflecting on the blessing of Park Ridge
Community Church, and the ways this church
impacts everything from how we raise our family to

responding to crises around the world. I believe
that God loves us so much that He provides us
blessings that we are invited to share not out of
obligation, but out of gratitude for the love
bestowed upon us. Julie and I are happy knowing
that our gifts and resources are being used by such
a purposeful institution with lovely facilities, a great
staff, and a huge group of volunteers working
together to share God’s love in the world.  We truly
have so much to be grateful for, and it is a joy for us
to share what we have to increase that impact!

PRCC has been truly blessed by all those who have
sustained us over the years. Members and friends
have given of themselves and their treasures, and
through their generosity, they ensured our church
had the roots to produce abundant fruits for our
world today. We will spend the next few weeks
celebrating where we have been, where we are,
and where we are called to be. And together we
will rededicate our talents, time, and treasure to
deepen the roots for the church for years to come.

Please join me on this journey as we thoughtfully
and prayerfully determine how we can best deepen
the roots of PRCC, drawing on the love of God, to
share the fruits of God’s goodness with all the
world! That may sound ambitious, but I think it also
sounds pretty exciting...and ultimately, faithful.

Peace, Dan Smith - Vice Chair of the Congregation



WORSHIP
ONLINE & IN-PERSON
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org
8:30 am Chapel Worship
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship

October 2: Wicked: Making Sense of Good and Evil
World Communion Sunday
Matthew 19:16-26; 1 Samuel 17:38-50

October 9:Rooted in Love…
and Bearing Good Fruit

Galatians 5:22-25; Luke 6:27-48
Preacher: Sasha Gerritson

October 16: Rooted in Love…
with Enough to Go Around

CROP Walk Sunday
1 John 4:7-12, 19; Luke 9:10-17
Preacher: Rev. Carol Hill

October 23: Rooted in Love…
and Responding with Generosity

2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Luke 7:36-50
Preacher: Dan Smith

October 30: Rooted in Love…
Producing a Harvest of Love

Hebrews 13:1-16; Luke 8:11-15
Preacher: Pastor Mollie Foster

What does Luke’s gospel say about love and how we live
our lives? In October, as we begin to focus on

stewardship, we will consider what it means to be
rooted in love, specifically, God’s love. And, if we are

rooted in God’s love, how does that impact the ways we
live our lives, care for others, and give back through the
church?  How are our various ministries rooted in God’s
love? How does God’s love flow through us, producing

fruits of the Spirit to benefit the world? Come and
explore all of these questions and more through our

worship series “Rooted in Love”!

NURSERY CARE
On Sunday mornings from 8:30-11:30 am, the Church nursery
is staffed with two caregivers, who will care for infants and
children. Parents are invited to bring their child(ren) to the
nursery, sign them in, leaving a phone number, and pick them
up following worship.

COFFEE HOUR
Coffee Hour is back!! Following the 10 am worship service, all
are invited to gather downstairs in Jordan Hall for coffee and
fellowship. The committees of the church are taking turns
providing treats and cleaning up. This year, coffee hour is
becoming more environmentally conscious, as we use
reusable coffee mugs rather than disposable cups.

WAYS TO WORSHIP
You are invited to worship with us online via our Livestream
Service or in-person at 8:30 or 10 am. The Livestream service
is accessible on the church website, Facebook page, and
YouTube channel for viewing live or anytime thereafter.
Congregants are welcome to wear masks and invited to sit at
a distance from other congregants. If you feel unwell, please
enjoy worship via the Livestream.

HOLY COMMUNION
On Sunday, October 2, we will celebrate World Communion
Sunday,receiving this sacred meal along with our siblings in
Christ around the world. Our deacons will serve a variety of
breads representing different places and traditions. We will
receive communion by intinction, receiving a piece of bread
and dipping it into the cup. At PRCC, we celebrate an open
table, which means all are welcome to partake. There will be
a gluten free station with breads and a gluten free cup.

WAYS TO GIVE:
Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid,
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing
support. Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your
financial contributions:

- Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave. Park

Ridge, IL 60068

- Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank

account.

- Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the

email address:

giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

NOTE: We have updated our information with Zelle,

which means you may have to add PRCC as a

recipient, even if you’ve already contributed before.

- Give electronically through PayPal on our website



OUR PRAYER
MINISTRY
Prayer is an act of faith in our listening for God and
in the sharing of our hearts. We are reminded of
the home that PRCC is to us and that each of us
belongs here. In the knowledge of belonging to
each other and God, we hold the following
celebrations & challenges in our prayers. Continue
to hold these dear ones in your personal prayer
time: Heather Cannon, Evan Curtis, Jon Forsythe,
Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter & Christina
Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Tracy McKenzie, Lurana
Nelson, Leo Netko, Brian Stevens, Kathleen Weller,
Joyce Wright and Kate Zoellner.

We also keep in our prayers the following August &
September requests:

Life in the Resurrection
- Ann S. asks for prayers as she and her family members travel
to Montana later this week to honor the memories of a dear
family friend who recently entered life in the resurrection.
- We hold in our prayers the friends and family of Mary Tilley
who entered life in the resurrection on Aug. 15th. Mary and
Jack have attended PRCC for many years and recently moved
to LaGrange to be near a daughter. A memorial service will be
held at PRCC on Saturday, Oct. 15 at 1:30 pm.
- We hold Janet's friend, Nancy, in our prayers as she grieves
the loss of her husband John. We prayed for this family  as
John entered hospice care and passed away on the same day.
- Please pray for the family and friends of long time member
Bill Neumann who entered life in the resurrection.
- We pray for the Klimmeck family as they grieve the loss of
Cindy's mom Betty who entered life in the resurrection on
9/2, the same day as her 92nd birthday.
- Pray for the Hill family as they grieve the loss of James
Roberts, grandfather of the kids, partner to Sherry Hill.

Healing and Recovery
- We hold Kym in our prayers as she sees the doctor this week
to determine if she will need surgery for her hand pain.
- One of our Medical Lending Closet clients asked us to pray
for a family member Mark who at the age of 50 is facing a
terminal illness.
- We continue to Nikki in our prayers as she settles into her
new home at the Summit and now faces an upcoming
medical procedure. Angie would appreciate our prayers for a
successful procedure, wisdom in discerning next steps and
peace throughout the process.
- Beth P. asks for prayers as she faces breast cancer
treatments. Beth is scheduled for surgery and asks for prayers
for peace of mind in this waiting time as well as for the best
outcome from the surgery.
- Please pray for Wayne E. who was admitted to the hospital
with severe dizziness and having tests run.
- Please continue to pray for Tom K. as his multiple myeloma
has spread throughout his body. His doctors are working on a
new treatment so prayers that this is effective against it are
appreciated.
- Dave & Gretchen also ask for prayer for Dave's sister
MaryAnn who will be facing a heart valve replacement and
for nephew John struggling to heal from pneumonia. Please
pray for strength for Tom, MaryAnn and John as well as
wisdom and ability for their doctors to treat each of these
situations
- Barb M. asks us to continue to hold her friend Elaine in our
prayers as Elaine is back in the hospital with complications
from her surgery.
- Julie asks for prayers as she faces upcoming cataract surgery
this week.
- We pray for Bernice who is struggling with mobility and
vision issues as well as Elaine who is caring for her.
- Kym asks for prayers for her brother Richard to recover
quickly from Covid.
- Please continue to pray for Jimmy’s Aunt Kappy and friend
Dave who are both suffering from health issues
- Prayers continue for Winnie E. as she recovers from her fall
and finds her way back to her regular routine
- Leena asks us to pray for a friend, Jesus, who is recovering
from a heart attack. He is only 27.
- Prayers for Evan Curtis, who had shoulder surgery on 9/16.
- Jane S. asks for prayer for her sister and family as her sister
Marilyn is in hospice and has stopped eating.
- Pray for Sarah C's friend whose cancer came back with a bad
prognosis
- We pray for Kym's mom who is in the hospital
- We pray for Pat T's friend's son who is going through spinal
surgery



Joys
- Congratulations to Eric and Sarah McClean Nelson on the
birth of their daughter Parker Anderson Nelson. Parker was
born 8/17 and is perfect. All are doing well.
- Kate & Brendan shared the joyful news of the arrival of their
niece Aubrey Elaine Joyce who was born 8/15. Everyone is
doing well.
- We celebrate with Kim and Charlie the joy of their relations
and the marking of another anniversary.
- Robin shares a joy that she will not need surgery and is
healing from the fracture she sustained in a recent fall
- We celebrate the joy of Naomi and Fred Siebert's 29th
wedding anniversary.
- Marylynn and Dick Collentine celebrate the birth of their
granddaughter Alexis McKenna Bermejo, born on 9/10 to
proud parents Kelly McKenna and David Bermejo.

General Prayers
- We lift up Sue C in prayer as she settles into her new living
arrangement.
- Anthony asks us to hold Nana Jean in our prayers.
- We pray for peace on 9/11, the anniversary of terrorist
attacks, knowing that in many parts of the world, terror, fear,
and violence reign.
- Pray for a member going through an expected job search
- We pray for immigrants being transported to new places
striving to create a new life. We also pray for our broken
immigration system and atrocities in other places that make
the challenges of leaving the easier path.
.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these birthdays…

10/5 Trevor Steele; Logan Steele

10/6 Rachel Lapp

10/8 Fred Flener; Oliver Zweifel

10/9 Jim Sindt; Siri Nelson; Brandon Steele

10/18 Cheri Carpenter

10/19 Cheryl DeYoung

10/20 Emma Tumminello

10/22 Mike Artrip; Ali  Jarvis

10/23 Darcy Le Duc

10/24 Nicholas Tumminello; Dan Smith

10/26 Rachel Holihan

10/27 Robin Doubek; Julie Hennessy; Charlyn Rauch

10/28 Gretchen Kapolnek

10/30 JoEllen Flener

10/31 Elizabeth Ewald; Brendan Peters

NAMETAGS
We have nametags available to help our congregation know one another. This not only helps
newcomers, but also helps jog the memory of long-time folks too! Please wear your nametag each
Sunday, and if you need one made, just let us know!



STEPHEN MINISTRY MESSAGE
From Jan Steiner, Stephen Leader

“The 4 Things That Matter Most” is a book I recently read. The author, Ira Byock, M.D., had been an ER doctor

and then moved into Palliative and Hospice Care. He experienced firsthand many tragic situations and end of

life sacred moments. Through observing his patients and their loved ones he saw remarkable transformation

when the 4 Things That Matter Most were spoken. They are:

I Forgive You.

Please Forgive Me.

Thank You.

I love You.

These “simple” phrases brought peace and closure for those who tried saying them to their loved one and the

loved ones themselves. It didn’t say what you did was OK, but that I Forgive You, Please Forgive Me, Thank You

and I Love You.

When you find yourself struggling with some of life’s difficult transitions, or you just need someone to listen to

you without judgment, talking with a Stephen Minister can be quite helpful. We are here to listen to your story.

All conversations are held in strictest confidence and we will continue to walk with you until we are no longer

needed.

If you would like to speak with someone to determine if Stephen Ministry would be good for you, please reach

out to either of the ministers, Liz Swanson or any Stephen Minister.



STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
One piece of our stewardship journey is understanding where the money goes. We sign up for

auto-withdrawal, send in a Zelle or Paypal payment, or drop money in the offering plate…then what?

Our 2022 Stewardship Journey…
Starting October 9…

● Stewardship Begins!
● Sermon series begins w/ Stewardship Moment
● Online materials and Videos start popping up!
● Pledge Forms are distributed electronically to children,

youth, and adults (and in paper form to an identified group)
● Interviews conducted

Concluding on November 13…Consecration Sunday!
Stewardship wraps up! Inspiring Worship Service at 10
am, followed by a shared meal of celebration!



Stewardship 2022 - What to Expect?
We are making a few changes this year…(but not too many)

- More materials provided electronically! We’d like to reduce waste by making more available electronically,
including pledge forms. We are hoping to provide ways for many folks to submit next year’s pledge numbers
without a printed form (though, we will have forms for those who prefer).

- Stories in Worship! We have typically included a Stewardship moment in worship during the Stewardship
Campaign. That will continue, but we are hoping to intentionally include some different ways of engaging more
people from different parts of the congregation to share their stories and talk about what keeps YOU rooted
here!

- Facebook and Social Media! We are excited to share videos, links, and bite-sized pieces of information over
social media. This continues to reduce our paper waste and allows those
who are not physically present to hear what PRCC is about and what we’re
dreaming of!

- Capital Replacement Fund Pledge! Everyone will be invited to consider
making a monthly Capital Replacement Fund contribution IN ADDITION TO
THE GENERAL FUND, as we try to rebuild our reserve for bigger projects.
This fund was depleted in 2022, and we’d like to make an effort as a
community to replenish that fund as we prepare for the future.

- Congregational Interviews! Our new Receipts Treasurer, Tim Mauery, will
be doing some research with YOU! A few individuals across the segments of
our congregation will be interviewed by Tim, as he helps our Finance Team
understand giving patterns and how we can better serve the needs of our
congregation.

- CONSECRATION SUNDAY - November 13th! We will have one service as a
church, as we recommit for the year to come. We will have a moment to
claim our rootness in LOVE..and receive a special gift, signifying how we are
all in this together as we deepen our roots together!

The PRCC Board approved a budget for 2022 of $640,100, which anticipated an $80K deficit. This is a result of changes in
giving, a 2.5% increase in staff salaries, some members relocating, and incorporating all the staff salaries and benefits
into our annual budget. You will see below that our staff salaries and benefits utilize the largest percentage of our
income, with the building expenses: utilities, property care, and outdoor care, utilizing another significant portion. Many
of our Outreach projects are funded by dedicated and in kind donations, which is not reflected here. In 2022, the Trustees
recommended and the Board approved spending the necessary funds from dedicated accounts for the masonry repairs in
the Great Hall. Those expenses are not included below since they came from the dedicated accounts.



BOARD UPDATE
By Naomi Siebert and Dan Smith

The Executive Committee and Board of Directors are meeting consistently each month and we are excited for the

unfolding of this year of ministry. At our September meeting, we began the process of shifting our focus to becoming

more strategic in how we run our monthly meetings. We want to move away from solely sharing reports, which are on

our shared drive, and more focused on reigniting our mission and vision that was put on hold for several years because

of Covid and an inability to gather in person.

Pastor Carol led us through a great exercise of focusing on what we all currently see our PRCC MIssion to be and then

stretched us to envision goals that we can all embrace for this coming year that will underpin our journey of being

“Rooted in Faith”. We articulated that PRCC is a place that is committed to serving God and our neighbors. We are a very

welcoming space that cares deeply for each other and the world. Fellowship and connectedness is a huge piece of our

fabric and we can see this energy “percolating” as we have begun our Sunday coffee hours (complete with real mugs!).

We look forward to continuing to move our thoughts into actions, as these conversations are just beginning.

We are reconvening our Structure Committee to complete important revisions to our By-Laws and help guide our

process, as we work to make our meetings more focused and forward-thinking and we are excited to see all that will

unfold. We are grateful for YOU and the gifts that YOU share with our beloved church and as always invite you to share if

something is on our heart.  We can be reached via email at leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

NEW DIRECTOR OF

PASTORAL SERVICES NEEDED
As a key staff leader, the Director of Pastoral Services ensures that member

care is provided by tracking and following up with all those in need, in

coordination with the Pastoral team. This 15-20 hour a week position

coordinates: ongoing pastoral care; care to senior members; all aspects of

Stephen Ministry; special events such as the Service of Remembrance and Grief

support; and is present on Sunday mornings to provide support to the staff and

congregation. This person must be a team player and adhere to a strict level of

confidentiality. Salary and benefit information available upon request.

Our beloved Director of Pastoral Services, Liz Swanson, will be retiring at the end of December. Our church has been

blessed with her compassionate dedication to the members of our church, especially our senior members. While we will

miss Liz and the ways she has shared her heart, we are excited about the ways our new staff member will embody this

role and grow the pastoral ministries with the gifts, talents, and experiences they bring.

Perhaps you, or someone you know, would be interested in filling this position. Those wishing to apply for the position of

Director of Pastoral Services should send a resume and letter of interest to hr@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

mailto:leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:hr@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

So many members and friends volunteer their time to our beloved church. We are grateful for each and every one of them. Some
people we see and hear about all the time but there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know about all that they
do. Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an individual, couple or group for sharing their time and talents. This
also gives us the opportunity to share with members and newcomers a little bit of information about what our "generous stewards of
God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC. 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.
Peter 4:10

This month we recognize

Janet Johnson
Janet Johnson became a member of PRCC in 1990 and most often attends the 8:30 am service. Janet is regularly behind
the scenes helping with many projects. You might have seen her running the registration table at Vacation Bible School
the last few years or maybe you've seen her outside in the garden. Janet was the first person to come forward and
suggest PRCC do something about building a well and providing clean water to a nation in need. Janet regularly
volunteers her time, sweat, and energy tending our gardens, pulling weeds, and making sure the outside of our church
reflects the beauty of the heart of our congregation. She also faithfully prays for all our congregation members in need,
our community members in need, and the world. Her prayers are often followed up with a card or note, letting you know
Janet has been holding you in God's light. Janet brings her grandchildren to church on occasion, and actively invites
neighbors and friends to join her at worship. Janet's husband (of 48 years), Gary, has recently started attending the
Men's Breakfast group on Thursdays and finds the joy of friendship and fellowship with that group each week. Janet is a
regular attendee of Church Bible Studies, offering a joyful smile and thoughtful reflections with all. Janet is at the church
building regularly checking in to see what needs to be done, often tidying up as needed. She attends chair yoga and
contributes to many of the Knitting Knight projects. Janet also was the chair of the Senior Contact Committee a number
of years ago and continues to serve as a volunteer visiting regularly and periodically taking goodies or flowers to our
homebound seniors. Here’s a testimony about some of Janet’s impact:

“Janet was an amazing help at Vacation Bible School. She went out of her way to help prepare meals, handle registration
and make all of the families feel welcome. It was so hot in the church but that didn't bother her one bit....she was ready
to help with anything we needed. She also helped with the Bristol Court clothing drive many late nights!  She has been a
blessing to the congregation in so many ways!”

Thank you, Janet, for all the ways you exemplify Jesus’ love in the world! We are blessed by you!



FAITH DEVELOPMENT TEAM
Sunday, October 30, 2022 at 4:00 pm

“Will you welcome these persons into this family of PRCC, embrace their gifts, their needs,
and their dreams?  Will you recognize that their presence and participation will change the
shape of this body of faith and help us to grow in new ways? Will you support them in their
journey and assist them in their ministries?” This was the question asked of the
congregation on Sunday, September 18.

The Welcome and Membership Committee had led the preparation to receive seven new
members. There was some flurry before the worship service as the new members were
greeted and received a carnation pinned to their lapels. There was a bit of nervous
preparation – “this is when you will come forward and face the congregation.” It reminded
me of the day I joined… and felt fussed over. It was nice.

Even if we have known these seven folks for some time, this moment matters. It is a
moment of promises. Faithful commitments were exchanged both ways - by new members
and by the congregation to them.

“Yes! Yes! Yes! We affirm our love and support to these persons …” we prayed in unison.

As part of the morning’s ritual, we were asked to open our hymnals. Pasted inside the front cover is the PRCC Statement of Purpose.
Originally penned by Dr. Jordan, this version dates back to 1961. I felt deep thanksgiving for the long line of PRCC folks that have kept
this commitment alive in faithfulness, mission,  and welcome…  until this day when we members, new and old, could find fresh hope
in its call.

Thanks be to God.

Sue Laurie, Chair of the Faith Development Committee

ADULT EDUCATION
MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

10:00 am in Church Library

All are welcome! Bring your

Bibles! Liz Ewald facilitates this six

week study of Rev. Adam

Hamilton’s Making Sense of the

Bible. Books are available for

purchase for $8 each.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

7:00 - 8:30 pm in Ellinger Transept

NEW TIME! Join Pastor Carol and our

Wednesday crew for a time of Bible

Study and Reflection. In October, we

will consider Rachel Held Evans’

book Wholehearted Faith.

ALL NEW: BOOK GROUP

We are starting a new Book Group
that will meet every few months to
consider a book together. Each book
group will be facilitated by a
different guide. Our first book:
Finding the Mother Tree by Suzanne
Simard will be read in the months of September
and October (on your own) and we will have a
group conversation with snacks provided on Friday,
October 28th at 7:00 pm OR on Saturday, October
29 at 10:00 am in Jordan Hall with a light
continental breakfast and coffee.



FALL NEWS
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ

Kindred Spirits Café is open to anyone who has lunch

time free each Tuesday! Come at noon or after chair

yoga to eat and socialize in Jordan Hall. Please bring

your sack lunch and we will provide dessert and

beverages. Please contact Liz Swanson for more

details.

10/4 – Birthdays and Travel review of Germany &

Italy

10/11 – Barbershop Quartet live music

10/18 – Outreach Project = Loving Lunches Project

10/25 – HALLOWEEN PARTY! Food, fun and costume
contest.

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
November 30, 2022

Park Ridge Country Club

PRCC Women’s Circle 10

will once again host this

popular event. Plan to

invite friends and family for an evening of fellowship,

a delicious dinner and holiday shopping. Ticket sales

will be offered from October 23rd- November 20th.

More information will follow.

KNITTING KNIGHTS

The Knitting Knights are working hard on all our
projects, especially items to offer for the Pumpkin
Patch and the upcoming Spirit of Christmas. We are
excited to support PRCC ministry efforts through
donations as well as sales of items.  If you are looking
for baby gifts, autumnal decorations or Christmas
needs, please reach out to Liz Swanson for more
information. If you are a crafter and would like to keep
your hands busy while talking & laughing together,
please join us Saturday 10/15 at 10:30 to noon on the
lawn by the patch – weather permitting, or in Jordan
Hall if it’s raining.

MENS BREAKFAST
All are welcome on Thursdays at

9:00 am. Each week, the men of

PRCC are invited to gather for a

time of fellowship and checking in together. This social

gathering is held in the church library and also on

Zoom.

https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0Yj

B3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09

Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399

Passcode: 461091

https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09
https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09


FALL NEWS
EMERGENCY CONTACT

FORMS

The church office is collecting emergency contact

forms for anyone who would like to have one on

file with the church. If you are interested in filling

out an emergency contact form, you can do so by

clicking here, scanning the QR code, or by calling or

emailing the church office. We care about the

health and safety of our church goers!

ANXIETY, DEPRESSION &
OTHER EMOTIONAL
CHALLENGES WORKSHOP

Please join us on Tuesday 10/25 from 7:30 to 9:00
pm in the Parlor to learn more about emotional
challenges such as anxiety, isolation, and
depression and the impact these challenges have
on our everyday lives. Dr. Gregory Sarlo will lead a
conversation about some of the causes of these
issues, how they can manifest in unexpected ways
and some tools to help manage these feelings.  If
you have any questions or need more information
about this time together, please contact Liz
Swanson or the church office.

CREATION CARE NEWS

Sunday coffee hours are more environmentally friendly

now that we're using "real" coffee mugs instead of

paper cups and washing up in the new dishwasher. One

member told us that the coffee tastes better in a real

mug! Look for more changes to happen - maybe we can

eliminate all paper goods from coffee hour? What do

you think?If you'd like to join our team, you can talk to

any one of us- our contact information is in the church

directory. We are open to new ideas and new people.

Our next meeting is on October 19 at 7pm in the PRCC

Library.

Tricia Williams, Bill Barsanti, Karen Heckmann, Mike

Laginess, Bob Mack, Karen Nelson, Jenny Sanderson, Liz

Swanson

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftCtQks7Erj1BCeATshPBt4LYBk6u8VtoAamVgXD5afa3Wgw/viewform?usp=sf_link


FAMILY CAMP SUCCESS!
Many Thanks to Pastor Mollie, Morgan, and Shelley for organizing and running Family Camp for PRCC September 23-25.

This was a brand new ministry, and the 38 folks who attended had a blast! Together we enjoyed a star lab, kayaking on

the lake, paintball slingshot archery, playing on the playground, creating dreamcatchers and tie dye shirts, walking

through nature, sleeping in cabins & tents, laughing together, roasting marshmallows on the campfire…and MORE!  This

time with each other and God was restorative to our souls and deepened our connections! We are looking forward to

doing this again!  Here are just a few snapshots…



SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
Our annual Service of Remembrance will be on Sunday, November 6th. This meaningful service, held at 7:30

pm, will include prayers, music, and reflection time to honor those individuals who have been a part of our

community who entered life in the resurrection since November 2021.  Any loved one, regardless of

membership at PRCC, can be included. The names listed below will be honored at this service, please review

the following list and let us know of any edits or additions:

Kay Bradly*
Paul Burt
Donald Casey
Richard Crockett
Jonell Cummins
Alice Davitt
Betty Dennis
Tamara Engelke
Bill Figgins
Patty Foster
Matthew Fugate
Adrian (Bob) Garcia
Peggy Hardacre*
Tim Hardy
Jeremy Harting
Craig Iorio
Ginny Jacobson*
Brian Kaplan
Marilyn Kleinhardt
Alan Knoblauch*
Greg Konz-Krzyminski
Brian Maigler
Timothy Malbery
Agnes Mattaliano
Barbara McHugh
Thomas McNamara
Bill Neumann*
Reggie Pantazi*
Barb Pfaff*
Robin Reeves
Allan Rehwinkle
James Roberts
Cheryl Roma
Susan Ruth
Jack Ryan
Vincent James Santilli

Lois Saulier*
Pam See
Barrie Shinn
Linda Schuman
Kay Snow*
Sharon Kay Stang
Lois Stewart
Dawn Thrall
Mary Tilley
Katherine Vabro
Lois Weihs
Ron Wietecha
Dena Wright
John Zoellner

*indicates a member of the congregation



We have started our new year at Sunday School! We are off to a fantastic start

and the rotation model is working very well for the children.  It has also been

fun to have new faces involved in our Sunday School program! Thank you to all

of the families who have already volunteered to work with the youngest

members of the church! It has been a wonderful experience to see the children

come back to Sunday School and reunite with one another after the summer

break.  They are eager to learn, grow their faith and build friendships with the

other children. If you haven’t yet been to the Sunday School wing, make sure

you stop by to see the beautiful tree (roots included) built by the amazing Ann

Swindell. We are so grateful for all of her help to beautify our space!

Nursery Care Available

Every Sunday morning and at various events throughout the year, childcare is available for young families. The

nursery is available to parents with young children, providing a respite and an opportunity to fully engage in

the worship service. If you haven’t stopped in yet to meet our newest PRCC Staff members Maggi Munce and

Dominique Gibson be sure to stop in and say hello! They are eager to meet all of the youngest members of

PRCC!

Sunday Nursery Hours:     8:30-11:30 AM

Children’s Ministry Team

We continue to meet with our wonderful Children’s Ministry Team once per month to brainstorm new and

exciting events and happenings for our young families of the congregation.  If this is something that you would

like to be involved with please email us at sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. We meet on the

first Wednesday of every month from 6:30-7:30 PM.  This month, we will be planning for Advent Fest!

Teachers Still Needed

We are still needing additional volunteers for Sunday School.  We

will be having a different format this year. Rather than each

teacher having their own classroom, we will be utilizing a rotation

curriculum, similar to VBS stations.  Each week we will have 3

different rooms: Story/Discussion, Craft, Game/Activity.  The

children will be in grade levels and will rotate to the stations.  We

will need a teacher for each room, as well as assistants. We want

our Sunday School program to be enriching, engaging and a place

where all children can learn and grow. For this reason, we are

asking that each Sunday School family designate at least one

Sunday per semester to volunteer to teach or assist Sunday

School. You can sign up on the PRCC website!

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


Sunday School Registration

Sunday School Registration has begun! All children need to be

registered each year. If you have not already done so, please register

at https://forms.gle/XARiwUXGbPZVczP99 or on the PRCC website.

Upcoming Dates

● October 2: Sunday School

● October 9: All Ages Group Activity

● October 16: Pumpkin Decorating Outreach Project

● October 23: Sunday School

● October 30: Sunday School (Rooted Rewards
Drawing!)

Shelley O’Brien and Morgan Tone

Co-Directors of Children’s Ministry

sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

https://forms.gle/XARiwUXGbPZVczP99
mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org






Scan the QR code or click here to sign up to
volunteer at this year’s patch! If you have any

questions or would like more information, please
email Pastor Mollie at

pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-2022




OUTREACH

NEWS
The Christian Outreach Committee will continue to

partner with several worthwhile organizations this

year, including: Maryville Academy, Loving Lunches,

Lincoln Park Shelter, Maine Township Food Pantry,

Sunday Night Suppers, The Bridge Project, The

Night Ministry, Jeanine Schultz School, and Exodus

World Service.

Chicago Bridge Project has a new request for men’s

and women’s NEW brief underwear, sizes Medium,

Large and Extra Large starting now. Beginning

December 1 through the end of January, we will

collect new or gently used men’s, women’s and

kids’ warm weather gear including coats, hats,

gloves and blankets.

Loving Lunches was a great success in September

with plenty of volunteers for whom we are very

grateful. There is an ongoing need for in-kind

donations of the following items that are packed in

the Loving Lunches each month: juice

boxes/pouches, granola bars, chips, and cookies. All

items must be individually packaged so they can be

packed in individual lunch bags.

Backpacks are needed for Maryville Academy

unaccompanied refugee children.

Please check the dates listed below and see if you

are able to help with any of these outreach efforts.

A Sign Up Genius is available for all dates for your

convenience.

Loving Lunches

(Oct 9, Nov 20, and Dec 11)

Lincoln Park

(Oct 6, Nov 3, and Dec 1)

Sunday Suppers

(Nov 20, 2022; January 22 and

May 21, 2023)

You may place donations of food, clothing,

backpacks, toiletries, etc. in the Park Place Room.

We will make sure all donations go to the

appropriate organization. Thank you for your

generosity!

Contact Us:

email us at communityoutreach@parkridgecommunity church.org with any questions

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/lovinglunches
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/lincoln-park-shelter
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sunday-suppers


CROP WALK
Plan to join the BILL ZOELLNER MEMORIAL CROP

WALK TEAM on Sunday, October 16th.  We will

walk from St. Andrews Lutheran Church (260 N.

Northwest Highway) starting at 1:15 pm. You can

register to walk or donate at

crophungerwalk.org/nilesil. Look for the Park

Ridge Community team! Our goal this year is to

have 60 walkers of all ages raising $12,000!!

You can also support the Niles-Park Ridge Crop Walk at two Fund-Raising events in October…Portillo’s and

Harp & Fiddle. The attached fliers will give you the details.

http://crophungerwalk.org/nilesil


SEPTEMBER SNAPSHOTS
Loving Lunches

Folk Concert with Claudia Schmidt

9/11 Memorial Service

Mission Trip Celebration Dinner



100 S. Courtland Ave

Park Ridge, IL 60068

Contact Us:
847-823-3164
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
parkridgecommunitychurch.org

Like us on Facebook!
Our Staff:
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Shelley O’Brien, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Morgan Tone, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Erin Henke, Parish Coordinator office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


