
Rooted in Love

November 6: Rooted in Love...to love
our Neighbors - ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Holy Communion, served in pews
Philippians 2:1-5; Luke 10:27-37

November 13: Rooted in Love…to
Praise God who is Faithful
CONSECRATION SUNDAY
Ephesians 2:4-10; Luke 11:5-13
Submit your pledge online or in
person!

November 20: Responding in Thanks
THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Psalm 65; Luke 17:11-19
Preacher: Pastor Mollie Foster

November 27: And On Earth Peace:
Leaving the Schedule Behind
Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
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When we keep our lives and our faith
rooted in God's love, we cannot help but
respond with generosity, producing fruit

of compassion and care for the world!



PRCC has been blessed by the faithful
love and care of generations of people!
We will honor some of those Saints on
Nov. 6 at the Service of Remembrance,
and yet we know we have many more
Saints than just those who we name on
this night (and there are more candles
than ever before). As we prepare for
Consecration Sunday, it behooves us to
remember the generosity of those who
have gone before and the ways our
giving will impact those who come after
us.  

 

It's a beautiful time to reflect on the
people and blessings in our lives for
which we are thankful. Gratitude helps
keep us rooted.  As we are grateful for
others, as we are grateful for
opportunities, as we are grateful for
God's presence in our lives...we should
feel joy in giving back - pouring love into
others, pouring love into our church and
giving freely! We can give by teaching
Sunday School, working with the
Trustees and putting our offering in the
plate! If you need help finding ways for
you to give back through your time,
talent, or treasure, I am happy to chat
anytime! 
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"One of the biblical words for "end" is 'telos.'
This Greek word doesn't have the air of

finality that the English word "end" has. In
other words, it's not a dead end. To the

contrary, it's full of life, because it has a sense
of completion and contentment. It carries the

satisfaction of doing what you know you're
called to do and the fulfillment of being who
you were always meant to be...the 'telos' of a
human - your 'telos,' my 'telos,' our 'telos' - is
to love lavishly and indiscriminately because

we have been loved lavishly and
indiscriminately. We can be gracious
because we are grateful. We can love

because we have been loved." 
- Rachel Held Evans, Wholehearted Faith

We are almost at the culmination of our
Stewardship Campaign "Rooted in Love,"
and over these last few weeks we have
considered what it means to be rooted.
We've asked all of you what your faith is
rooted in. Our diversity in answers reflects
our diversity in faith. We are rooted by a
variety of things, including teachings,
activities, and relationships. It seems to
me however, that whether your answer is  
'Outreach efforts' or 'lessons taught by
grandparents'...each of these answers are
fundamentally rooted in God's love. We
have been loved so fully by God that our
faith is informed by Love, is affirmed in
Love, and is experienced through Love. 

The "end" of Stewardship is really only a
beginning, as we live into the promises
we make. We consecrate our pledges,
asking God to bless our efforts to impact
the world for good...because we love God,
and we are striving to love God and our
neighbors through our words as well as
our actions. We demonstrate our love for
God and one another through our
participation in worship; through our
mission projects, through our
relationships, through our financial giving,
through our hours and hours of
volunteering, and showing up, each and
every day.

The Pastor's Note
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister

HOW TO REACH ME:
(847) 823-3164 x.14
pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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Worship
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ONLINE & IN-PERSON
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

8:30 am Chapel Worship
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship 

COFFEE HOUR
Coffee Hour is back!! Following the 10 am
worship service, all are invited to gather in
Jordan Hall for coffee and fellowship. This
year, coffee hour is becoming more
environmentally conscious, as we use
reusable coffee mugs rather than
disposable cups. 

WAYS TO WORSHIP 
You are invited to worship with us online
via our Livestream Service or in-person at
8:30 or 10 am. The Livestream service is
accessible on the church website,
Facebook page, and YouTube channel for
viewing live or anytime thereafter.

NURSERY CARE 
On Sunday mornings from 8:30-11:30
am, the Church nursery is staffed with
two caregivers, who will care for infants
and children. Parents can drop off their
child, leave a phone number, and pick
them up following worship. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
On Sunday, November 6, we will celebrate
the sacrament of Holy Communion. At
PRCC, we celebrate an open table, which
means all are welcome to partake. In order
to maintain an open table, gluten free
bread and unfermented juice will be
served.

GIVING
Your giving to Park Ridge Community
Church remains vitally important to
keeping our ministries active! Thank you
for your ongoing support. You can give
your offerings by dropping off or mailing
a check, signing up for automatic
withdrawals, or giving electronically
through PayPal or Zelle at
giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

MUSIC AT PRCC

Sunday October 30 - a joint
concert with the Niles
Metropolitan Choir
Sunday, November 6, as part
of the Service of
Remembrance, the chancel
choir and string quartet will
offer excerpts from Mozart’s
Requiem, in addition to our
Bells on High playing at both
the 10 am worship and the
evening service.
Sunday, November 20, the
Wall of Sound will present
their annual fundraiser
concert Harp & Fiddle.
Sunday December 18, the
chancel choir and string
quartet will offer Pergolesi’s
Magnificat.

The vibrant PRCC Music Ministry
continues to grow and flourish

while striving to provide the
highest quality of diverse

musical offerings for the glory of
God. All ensembles are open

and accepting new members!
We have adult chancel choir,

junior choir, middle school choir,
Bells on High, Wall of Sound,

and more! Please reach out to
Director of Music Ministries,

Sasha Gerritson, if you have any
questions or wish to join.

sasha@
parkridgecommunitychurch.org

 
In addition to singing weekly in

worship, the chancel choir
upcoming musical events

include:
 

http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/
http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/


Our Prayer Ministry

Rooted in love and steeped in faith that God hears our prayers, we care for each other by praying for the
joys and concerns that come before us. Please continue to pray for: Heather Cannon, Evan Curtis, Jon

Forsythe, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter & Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Tracy McKenzie, Brian
Stevens, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright and Kate Zoellner. 

 
We also keep in our prayers the following prayer requests from September & October:

Life in the Resurrection

Pray for the Hill family as they grieve the loss of James Roberts, grandfather of the
kids, partner to Sherry Hill.
We hold in our prayers the friends and family of Marilyn Kleinhardt who entered
life in the resurrection 9/19. We have been praying for Marilyn, Jane Schurer's sister
for a while as her health declined and her family cared for her in her final days.
Please pray for the family and friends of Donald Casey who entered life in the
resurrection on 9/20. Donald was a friend of Sasha's.
We hold in prayer the McDonald family who suffered the loss of two grandchildren
recently.
We hold in prayer the Tilley family and Klimmeck family as they each celebrated
the lives of loved ones on 10/15.
Please pray for the Douglass and Born families as they grieve the loss of 33 year
old nephew/cousin Kevin.
Lois and Joe ask for prayers for Rick L and family as they grieve the loss of Kathy,
Rick's wife.
Dan S. asks for prayers for the family of Tony H, who lost his fight with cancer this
last week. He was an uplifting spirit on the team and he is missed.

Joys

We celebrate the welcoming of new members to our congregation and all that
God is doing through PRCC.
We celebrate the meaningful week last Sunday with Sunday School getting back,
youth group field trip to game design center, and Sept 11 memorial for the
community.
We give thanks for the helping hands who packed Loving Lunches that were
distributed this week to homeless persons in Chicago.
Tom Ruth celebrates completing pulmonary rehab.
We celebrate the joy of family camp and the way God's spirit blessed all who
participated.
We give thanks for the Youth Mission Trip and the excitement building for their
next trips to Philadelphia and Milwaukee.
Lisa shares the joyful news of her son's wedding 10/1 - Congratulations to Cody and
Andrey Bryan!
What a joy this time of year is with the opening of the Pumpkin Patch! We are
grateful to all those who have already put their time and muscle into getting the
patch open and we pray for all the hours of fellowship, work and pumpkin sales
that are to come.
We celebrate the CROP Walk and the generosity of our church family.
We celebrate the anniversaries of Pat and Bob Tamburrino 62 years and Bruce and
Karen Nelson celebrate 42 years.
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Healing & Recovery

We hold Beth P in our prayers as she prepares for a mastectomy.
We continue to pray for Evan C. as he recovers from his surgical procedure this
week, and his body can heal and strengthen as he has additional procedures ahead.
We pray for a church member dealing with a new medical challenge.
Prayers for Kym D that she feels better and stronger in spirit.
Prayers for a son who has lost his way that he may turn away from drugs.
We pray for Nancy L who is having back surgery on 9/26.
We pray for Tim M. who is having arm surgery on 9/27.
We pray for Sue Douglas as she prepares for a hip replacement 9/28
Katie & Keith ask for continued prayers for niece Rachel who is only 12 and who's
ulcerative colitis is not responding to medication so now they are seeking the next
steps of treatment. We hold the whole family in prayer as they manage this difficult
situation.
We hold Kimberly in our prayers as she recovers from shoulder surgery.
We pray for Joan O'Brien as she recovers from back surgery.

We hold in our prayers those recovering from surgery this past week including Nancy L, Tim M and Sue D.
Laura requests prayers for her friend Herb who is having triple bypass heart surgery 10/6.
Please pray for little Jillian B who is recovering from a trip to the ER with croup.
Angie asks for prayers for her mom's health situation especially as she is undergoing radiation treatments for the tumor in her
lung.
Cliff asks for prayers for his long-term care giver and good friend, Solida, who is currently in the hospital receiving chemo for
cancer treatment
Shelley asks us for prayer for her dad Fred who recently had a big setback. After an adjustment to his shunt he is doing better
but is facing more scans next week.
Shelley also asks for prayer for her mother in law Joan who developed an infection & Covid after surgery. Please hold her in
prayers as she slowly is recovering from all of this.
We continue to pray for those recovering from surgery, especially Beth who had a little longer stay in the hospital than
planned. Beth is grateful for the help of her family and for our prayer support as she heals at home.
Kathy E. asks us to hold her Aunt Addie in prayer as she recovers from a fall on top of other medical challenges.
Katie R. asks us to pray for her for a thorough diagnosis and most effective treatment plan.
Dave and Liz S. are asking for prayers for their grandson Isaac as he is recovering from surgery he had on Tuesday and will be
in the hospital for a little while longer. Please pray for a complication-free recovery and for them to go home soon.
We hold in prayer all those who are struggling with depression, those who are waiting for medical news and those who are
overcome with grief.
Please pray for strength for 3 friends who are battling cancer.
Winnie asks for prayers as she begins therapy this week to improve her walking and balance.
Please pray for Bill S., a friend of Lorel and Tom's who is undergoing cancer surgery this week.
Ginny asks us to pray for her friend Mary who is having a difficult time in the hospital.
We hold Robin in our prayers as she prepares for a knee replacement on 10/22
We continue to hold Katie in our prayers as she seeks a clear diagnosis and begins treatment for breast cancer.
Jason asks for prayers for his mother and father, Dianna and Doug, as Doug’s health fails and the family gathers to be
together. We pray for holy moments in the remaining time with Doug.
Sue and Dan ask for prayers for their son Finn as he heals from surgery this past Wednesday.
Sandy asks for prayers for her sons as they deal with their father's diagnosis of lung cancer
Candace asks for prayers for her mother Margaret who was in a car accident last night and has a long road of recovery ahead
Paula asks for prayers for their friend Eddie and his wife Lorie as they move and deal with health challenges.

General Prayers

We pray for Laura and Marty Sissman as they travel to North Carolina.
Liz E. has asked for prayers for her brother Richard as well as her nephew Myles as
they each navigate difficult situations.
Jason asks for prayers for strength to teach classes and manage to handle all
elements of a complex classroom successfully this year.
Prayers for our loved ones affected by hurricane Ian including, prayers of
thanksgiving for Dorothy's son & family who survived but whose home is seriously
damaged.
Grace C is grateful that their home was left unscathed but friends of theirs had their
home completely destroyed. We pray for all those affected by this disaster and the
ongoing rescue and clean up efforts.
Prayers for our world near and far; especially for peace in Russia, Ukraine, Iran and
across the world.
Kym asks for us to hold her in our prayers as she misses her dad.
Jim asks us to hold his Aunt Louise B. in our prayers . He and Peter celebrate that
they are able to  travel to visit her in Rhode Island.
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Adult Education
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
7:00 - 8:30 pm in Ellinger Transept
NEW TIME! Join Pastor Carol and our
Wednesday crew for a time of Bible 
Study and Reflection. November 2, 9, and 16, we
will continue considering Rachel Held Evans’
book Wholehearted Faith. 

November Birthdays
11/1
11/2
11/3
11/4
11/6
11/7
11/9
11/10
11/12
11/14
11/15
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/21
11/29

Dave Kapolnek; Sam Taglia
Eric Nelson
Eleanor Anderson
Kevin Plach Sr.
Tom Runtz
Christine Paulding
Leigh Sasser
Chris Allen; Ronald Reter
Linnea Orr
Shelley O'Brien
Kim Dohnke
Beverly Patt; Ryen Desmedt
Jason Hinton; Frederick Johnston; Pastor Angie
Wendy Hayes
Joshua Jarvis; Karryn Swanson
Janet Johnson; Jean Lemke
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ADVENT STUDY: GOD IS IN THE MANGER
For the four weeks of Advent, our Wednesday evening 
Bible Study will consider Dietrich Bonhoeffer's God is in the Manger as we seek to
deepen our understanding and awareness of what the birth of Christ means. 

DAILY DEVOTIONS DURING ADVENT
Beginning on November 27, a daily devotion will be emailed out to the church
mailing list to help keep us grounded.  Printed copies will be mailed by the Senior
Contact Ministry team to our homebound members to keep us all connected.



Therefore encourage one
another and build each

other up.
 

I THESSALONIANS 5:11

 “Pull yourself up by your bootstraps!” That’s
what my young friend heard from her family
when she was growing up, whenever she
registered a complaint, or described a
challenge she was facing. Her family had
experienced and overcome many challenges
on their own steam. As first generation
immigrants, they fully embraced the
American bootstrap philosophy.

An excellent student of her upbringing, she
indeed became very self-reliant, surpassing
any personal and professional goals her
family could have imagined for her. But as
happens to most folks at some point in their
lives, her self-reliance hit a brick wall of a
problem that she could not navigate alone.
She recounted how terribly difficult it was for
her to express vulnerability, and to ask for
help. We talked about the danger of
bootstrap philosophy, as well as the silliness
of it. Obviously, the expression itself makes no
sense, because it is impossible to achieve.
According to the Huffington Post, the original
meaning of the expression was just that: “to
try to do something absurd.” The earliest
published reference appeared in 1834, in the
American Mobile Advertiser. Per the Oxford
dictionary, the meaning shifted from the
ridiculous to the obtainable in the early 20th
Century. It is noted that a James Joyce
reference in Ulysses, in 1922, “appears to
illustrate the contemporary meaning.” In
1927, an editorial in the British Sun Times,
“ridiculed the headstrong American belief in
self-improvement as exemplified by the
“American bootlegger.”

Charlie Mackesy, in his book, The Boy, the
Mole, the Horse, and the Fox, offers a very
different view of self-reliance. The boy asks
the horse, “What is the bravest thing you’ve
ever said?” The horse replies, “Help.” Horse
explains, “Asking for help isn’t giving up. It’s
refusing to give up.”

Stephen Ministry
Message
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Katie Reboletti

There’s a story about a little girl who is late
coming home from school. She explains to her
unhappy mother that she had to help her
friend whose bicycle had broken down. Her
mom pointed out that the little girl knew
nothing about fixing bikes. The little girl
replied, “But I could help her to cry.” Says
Charlie Mackesy’s horse, “Tears fall for a reason
and they are your strength, not weakness.”
Sometimes the best way that someone can
help us to cry, is to sit and listen. Rachel
Naomi Remen, MD, writes in Kitchen Table
Wisdom, “Perhaps the most important thing
we can give another is our attention. Just take
them in. Listen to what they’re saying. Care
about it.”

Another young friend, our 4 year old
granddaughter, shared her wisdom during
preschool circle time, as classroom conflicts
were discussed. Said Noelle, “It’s ok to ask for
help, if your words aren’t working.”

If your self-reliance is wearing thin, if your
story needs a caring listener, if you need
someone to help you cry, please call Pastor
Carol or Liz Swanson, at (847) 823-3164. They
would love to talk with you about the care of a
Stephen Minister. You can leave the
bootstraps at the door.

Stephen Ministry Training to begin 
January 2023

Stephen Ministry offers confidential care for
anyone experiencing difficulties in their life. 
 Our congregation has received the prayer
support and one-to-one care of Stephen

Ministers for over 25 years. We will be offering
training to anyone interested in becoming a
Stephen Minister beginning in January 2023.

If you are interested or would like more
information, please speak with any of our

Stephen Leaders: Ginny Feurer, Sarah McCarty,
Anita Rifkind, Jan Steiner or Liz Swanson



How to
Pledge: 
Fill out and turn in a

paper pledge card on
11/13

 
OR complete it online:

Looking Ahead to 2023...
...a Stewardship Leap of Faith

When it comes down to it, I am proud of be a part of PRCC.
We have tried to showcase the variety of ways this church
serves its congregation members, the community, and the
world in need. I am so grateful for the folks who have helped
deepen my faith and those who are teaching my kids.  Life is
tough. The stresses of every day are often more than we can
really handle, and through the storms, it's the rootedness in
love, the rootedness in faith, and the rootedness I experience
here that keeps me going.  

I am SO excited about the possibilities ahead. I know, without
a doubt, that God is using PRCC to impact the world for good.  
I love the buzz around town about what our church is up to.
And, I look forward to all that is to come. Thank you for taking
a leap of faith with me...with us...as we live into the future God
is calling us to. A future that remains rooted in where we've
been, and a future that takes us to places we have only just
begun to imagine! THAT'S SOMETHING WORTH INVESTING IN
AND GIVING OUR ALL TO! 

ADULT ONLINE PLEDGE

YOUTH ONLINE PLEDGE

CHILD ONLINE PLEDGE
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SUNDAY
Consecration

~ NOVEMBER 13TH ~

ONE powerful worship service at 10:00 am. 
A meal with Fellowship and Fun immediately following.

Totals of 2023 commitments announced. 

Dan Smith, Vice Chair
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My faith is rooted in...



Service of Remembrance
Our annual Service of Remembrance will be on Sunday, November 6th. This
meaningful service, held at 7:30 pm, will include prayers, music, and reflection
time to honor those individuals who have been a part of our community who
entered life in the resurrection since November 2021. Any loved one, regardless of
membership at PRCC, can be included. The names listed below will be honored at
this service:

Kay Bradley*
John Brennan
Douglas Briles
Jacky Bryan
Paul Burt
Donald Casey
Richard Crockett
Jonell Cummins
Alice Davitt
Betty Dennis
Tamara Engelke
Bill Figgins
Patti Foster
Matthew Fugate
Adrian (Bob) Garcia
John Gunning
Peggy Hardacre*
Tim Hardy
Jeremy Harting
Tony Hock
Craig Iorio
Ginny Jacobson*
Brian Kaplan
CJ Karr
Herbert Kleinhardt
Marilyn Kleinhardt
Allen Knoblauch*
Greg Konz-Krzyminski
Kathy Leier
Kevin Limper
Evie Lovero
Brian Maigler
Timothy Malbery
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Agnes Mattaliano
Barbara McHugh
Thomas McNamara
Bill Neumann*
Bob Normoyle
Reggie Pantazi*
Barb Pfaff*
Robin Reeves
Allan Rehwinkle
James Roberts
Cheryl Roma
Susan Ruth*
Vincent James Santilli
Lois Saulier*
Pam See
Barrie Shinn
Linda Schuman
Kay Snow*
Sharon Kay Stang
Lois Stewart
Tim St. John
Dawn Thrall
Mary Tilley
Katherine Vabro
Laura Warner
Lois Weihs
Ron Wietecha
Dena Wright
John Zoellner

*indicates a member 
of the congregation
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Board Update

We are so excited that God is on the move in our
beloved church home. When we were asked "What is
PRCC's mission?" the Board unanimously resounded:
loving God and loving neighbor through worshiping,
learning, growing, serving and playing. We have a
strong desire to cultivate connectedness, as we minister
within and outside of our church. At this Board meeting,
Pastor Carol challenged us to look at a list of potential
goal statements and we then individually ranked our
three most important ones for this coming year.  (see
those goals below)
 
Far and away, we were able to achieve consensus as a
team that we have very important work to do. And most
importantly, we want you all to be a part of growing our 

Naomi Siebert & Dan Smith

mission through very tangible goals. The most important thing we identified
was a desire for a shared ownership of the mission and direction throughout
our congregation. This is exactly what the survey from July 2022 said and we
plan to do exactly that. 
 
This year’s Stewardship campaign has jumpstarted our fundraising
conversations looking at ways that we can financially support our ministries
into the future, so that we will continue to create a lasting legacy for another
175 years. Our financial viability will ensure that we can realize our mission and
vision.  We hope you will accompany us on this journey of building a spirit of
living and giving abundantly, so that we can touch the community inside and
outside of our church one relationship at a time. If you need anything, we are
here for YOU at leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

PRCC Board of Directors' Goals for 2022-2023
Reactivating and engaging the members/visitors of the congregation in being an
active part of the mission and ministries of PRCC. 
Have more of a presence in the community beyond our walls: outreach/mission,
family activities and multi-generational events
Improve our financial viability through fundraising, building a spirit of giving
abundantly, to increase our impact in a sustainable way for generations to come

1.

2.

3.
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Volunteer Spotlight
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our beloved church. We

are grateful for each and every one of them. Some people we see and hear
about all the time but there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always

know about all that they do. Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say
thank you to an individual, couple or group for sharing their time and talents.
This also gives us the opportunity to share with members and newcomers a
little bit of information about what our "generous stewards of God's gifts" are

doing here at PRCC. 
 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms. 

Peter 4:10
 

 
 

To enumerate all the ways Keith and Katie Reboletti 
have served the congregation of PRCC is quite impossible.  
Both are trained Stephen Ministers, and until this past
month, Katie has served as a Stephen Leader. In these
roles, both Katie and Keith have held the congregation
and individuals from PRCC in constant prayer. 
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This month we recognize 

Keith and Katie
Reboletti!

Keith is a leader with the Men's Breakfast, serves on the Welcome and Membership
Committee, served on the Senior Minister and Director of Pastoral Search Committees,
has been a volunteer with Solid Rock Carpenters, and volunteered on many youth
mission trips over the years. He is a regular volunteer with Social/Fellowship events, has
made pancakes, Pasta Divine, and more!

Katie is a former Vice Chair and Chair of the Congregation, helping lay the groundwork
for all mission and ministry to grow and thrive, and continues to offer support and
guidance to Chairs and Vice Chairs. Katie sings in the Chancel Choir, giving her time in
practice and leadership of worship.   She is a participant in Wednesday evening Bible
Study has taught and facilitated small groups as well!  

Katie and Keith participate with Outreach projects as well, recently doing the prayers and
packing for Loving Lunches before they were sent out! The list goes on and on of the
myriad of ways Katie and Keith have impacted this congregation, and we are so grateful! 



Kindred Spirits Café is open to anyone who has lunch time free each Tuesday. Come at
noon or after chair yoga to eat and socialize in Jordan Hall. Please bring your sack lunch
and we will provide dessert and beverages. Contact Liz Swanson for more details. 
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Fall News

Kindred Spirits Café 

Knitting Knights

Men's Breakfast

is preparing for the Spirit of Christmas sale of holiday items as well as making warm hats
and scarves for those in need. We’d love to have you join us to crochet, knit and create all
kinds of works of art! Please reach out to Liz Swanson with any questions.

11/1 – Birthdays and Bingo! Celebrate November birthdays with cupcakes
and play Bingo.

11/8 – Monthly Outreach – Create kindness cards and learn about C.I.T.Y of
support from Laura Lapp

11/15 - Time for Gratitude - Pastor Carol will join us and share a gratitude
exercise in preparation for Thanksgiving.

11/22 - Happy Thanksgiving – No Kindred Spirits Cafe

11/29 – Creation Care Time – Hear from Tricia Williams and others about
how to care for God’s creation.

Join the Knitting Knights
on Monday 11/7 and 11/28 at
7:00 pm in Jordan Hall to
craft and chat. The group 

All are welcome on Thursdays at 9:00 am. 

Each week, the men of PRCC are invited to gather for a time of fellowship and checking
in together. This social gathering is held in the church library and also on Zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09
Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399
Passcode: 461091

https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09


Thank you for embracing the switch from disposable coffee cups to reusable coffee mugs!
Our team is excited to see this change happen and look forward to moving away from
using disposable plates and silverware, hopefully in the near future.

Working on reducing use of disposable products and increasing recycling are some of our
goals. If you see the blue bins with the recycling symbol on them at church, those are for
recycling paper, plastic and cans. Plastic and cans should be clean and empty. Plastic
bags, paper towels and kleenex are not recyclable. We'll be working on making signs to
help clarify what can be recycled and what is trash so look for those to be coming.

Watch this short video for a behind the scenes journey about what happens with what
you put into your recycling container. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PESR7ksHK9U

Would you like to be a part of this team? We'd love to have you join us as we work on
being more environmentally responsible at church. Contact anyone of us -we're in the
directory.

Tricia Williams, Liz Swanson, Karen Nelson, Bill Barsanti, Karen Heckmann, Bob Mack, Mike
Laginess, Jenny Sanderson
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Creation Care News

Faith Development 

The Wednesday evening study group is reading Wholehearted Faith by Rachel Held Evans.
In writing these chapters, thirty-something Rachel tells that she committed Bible verses to
memory as a child.  She was quite proud of her devotion! She wore her faith like a badge!  :)
She memorized  “The Shema” - Deuteronomy 6:4-5. Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the
Lord Alone. You shall love the Lord your God  with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
 and with all your might. 

Rachel writes, “Heart and soul and might: in other words, we are to love God with our whole
selves, our whole messy and complicated and conflicted selves.  …” (56) The lines become
more than homework  to be memorized – they come alive as a “heartfelt prayer;
aspirational, an expression of hope and longing.” (55)  It is a more humble, still fervent,
devotion. She learned to trust these words differently as her life unfolded…  faith became
less about certainty and actually rather risky…  “but the struggle toward love is worth it. God,
too, loves wholeheartedly.” (22)

Maybe each of us has a favorite Psalm or story or verse that we have committed to our
memory. Some favorites are engraved on our hearts - we ask for them when planning
weddings, Christmas pageants or funerals. They are familiar comfort. They remind us of
God’s love. They feed our faith. 

The Shema calls us to listen… it is from our ancestors… human beings in hard times
speaking of God with faithful devotion. It invites us to center on God and to bring our whole
selves into a relationship and community of faith experience.  

MEMORY VERSES Sue Laurie, Chair of Faith Development

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PESR7ksHK9U


The Welcome/Membership Committee would like to remind 
you to wear your name tag each Sunday. If you do not have one 
or have lost yours, just notify the church office!  

Do you have our PRCC online directory on your device?  If not, email the church
office for directions or see Sara Born or Sue Douglass after church for help!  

Sara Born/Sue Douglass, co-chairs 

PRCC NEWS NOVEMBER 2022

NOVEMBER 2022 PAGE 15

Welcome/Membership Committee

Wednesday, December 7th at 5 pm

Women of all ages are invited to celebrate The Spirit of Christmas hosted by Circle
10 on Wednesday, December 7th at the Park Ridge Country Club. Bring your friends
and enjoy an evening of friendship and fun plus shopping with specialty items from
local vendors, raffles, and more. Drinks available for purchase beginning at 5:00 pm,
followed by a sit down dinner at 6:30 pm. Tickets are $50, available starting October
23rd in the Park Place Room between services or weekdays in the Office. Check,
cash or Zelle pay at prcccircle10@gmail.com accepted. Please join us!

Spirit of Christmas

mailto:prcccircle10@gmail.com


Our beloved Christmas Pageant will take place during the 10 am
worship service on December 11th. Children preschool through high
school are invited to participate by singing or speaking, and each will
wear an amazing costume handmade by Ann Swindell!. There is room
for everyone  to participate in this wonderful and beloved pageant.  

An important rehearsal will take place on Saturday, December 10th 10
am-12 pm. Songs will be rehearsed during regular music time during
November and December. 

You can register your child(ren) to participate in the pageant at this link.
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Children's Ministry

It’s hard to believe that fall is well under way and we are well into our school year in
Sunday School. We have been working hard and having lots of fun!  The children
have been learning all about stewardship. They made offering jars to collect funds at
home to bring for our various outreach projects, planted fall bulbs for a beautiful
garden to grow in springtime and even decorated pumpkins for our seniors to enjoy!
It is so much fun to see the joy that they get from giving back to the church and the
community.  We have a wonderfully talented and caring group of young people at
Park Ridge Community Church!  

In the month of November we will work together as a church community making
and providing Loving Lunches. We are all looking forward to working together and
helping others! This month, all money collected from the children will be donated to
the Loving Lunches program. Please be sure to encourage your child to collect funds
for this important cause throughout the month. If you would like to help, please sign
up here or reach out to Morgan. We still need donations of food items that you can
sign up for as well. 

Christmas Pageant: 
December 11th @ 10 am

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZD9y3mcCPm4YbEJFd0ksXWYB1HjwfOU9gArrxDHNxTnUdGw/viewform


Advent Festival
Save the Date for our Advent Festival: Peace on Earth where we will have
the chance to explore our roots from various countries and cultures.  We
will celebrate Advent together with food and fellowship on December 4th
from 5:00-7:00 pm.

Nursery Care Available
Every Sunday morning and at various events throughout  the year,
childcare is available for young families. The nursery is available to parents
with young children, providing a respite and an opportunity to fully
engage in the worship service. Now serving in our nursery is Dominique
Gibson as the nursery supervisor and Katie Hill as the nursery assistant. Be
sure to stop in and say hello! 
Sunday Nursery Hours: 8:30-11:15 am

Children’s Ministry Team
We continue to meet with our wonderful Children’s Ministry Team once
per month to brainstorm new and exciting events and happenings for our
young families of the congregation.  If this is something that you would
like to be involved with please email us at
morgan@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. We meet on the first
Wednesday of every month from 6:30-7:30 pm.  This month, we will be
planning for Advent Fest! 

Teachers Needed
Teaching Sunday School is fun and rewarding! Plus, we make it easy-
everything will be done for you ahead of time. All that you need to do is
come and have fun with the kids while teaching them about God. Sign up
for an available time on the PRCC website or this link. 

Sunday School Registration Forms 
All children need to be registered for Sunday School each year. If you have
not already done so, please register at this link or on the PRCC website. 
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November 6: Sunday School
November 13: Sunday School-Consecration
Sunday/Junior Choir and Sunday School
children will sing during worship service
November 20: Kids Club & Loving Lunches
Family Service Opportunity
November 27: Sunday School

UPCOMING DATES

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cbEzTTuabl6MAG9XYnsXallrU1lYvpPZdk_ZeY0Wjuc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cbEzTTuabl6MAG9XYnsXallrU1lYvpPZdk_ZeY0Wjuc/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKhJP_lH86sZKFfHdR17z8e7C9WuA01dcEC80_MeKMrM76VA/viewform
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Dear God,
I want to say,

How thankful I am
in every way.

You've made me special,
Smart and strong,

With family and friends
To help me along.

Thank you for blessings,
big and small,

From my home to my safety
You provide it all.

Thanksgiving is the perfect time
To say thank you and to share

The love and mercy that you give
With people everywhere.

God, help me to remember to be thankful
For your love and presence
Not just on Thanksgiving

But on each and every day.
Amen

Family Prayer for 
Thanksgiving

Morgan Tone
Director of Children’s Ministry
morgan@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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Youth Family
Youth Family
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All Youth (6th-12th grade) Families: 
Bring your best soup and thinking skills to our first ever Family Trivia Day 

on Sunday, November 13 from 4:30-6:00 pm in the Great Hall!
 

Have fun getting to know other families while sipping soup and 
testing your knowledge on history, current trends, movies, and more!

 
Awards for "Best Soup" and 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place trivia teams!

All Youth family members welcome! 
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PRCC Youth Mission Trips 2023

HIGH SCHOOL TRIP:
PHILADELPHIA

Who: High School
Current 8th-12th graders

When:  June 10-17, 2023

Registration Cost:
$500 per person (if registered by Oct. 31)
$525 per person (if registered Nov 1-Feb 1)
$550 per person (if registered after Feb 1)

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP:
MILWAUKEE 

Who: Middle School 
Current 6th-7th graders 

When:  July 23-28, 2023

Registration Cost:
$400 per person (if registered by Oct. 31)
$425 per person (if registered Nov 1-Feb 1)
$450 per person (if registered after Feb 1)

What will the HS do in Philly?
We will partner with organizations
and urban gardens to combat food
insecurity and serving the homeless
population by planting and
weeding at an urban garden,
packing boxes at a food distribution
center, loading and unloading food
deliveries to food pantries, we will
assist partners in helping meet the
ongoing needs within the
community.

 

What will the MS do in Milwaukee?
Youth will serve alongside some
great organizations that are working
to support the Milwaukee
community, including: food pantries,
soup kitchens, local gardens, and
intergenerational care centers. These
organizations are interconnected in
the process of reducing food
insecurity throughout the
community.

 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER!

https://forms.gle/S9PiQtyAeNDPxkB68
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Jr. Youth Friendsgiving!
4th & 5th graders

 

Come and invite a friend to our Thanksgiving
Potluck on Sunday, 

November 13th from 
4:30-6 pm in Jordan Hall!

 

Sign up here to bring your 
favorite dish to share!

12 Confirmation Students and 7 adults met on Oct. 23 for our
1st of 4 sessions! We are learning together under a new
format of 4 fun and full sessions 4 times throughout the

school year! our next session is Jan. 22, 3-7 pm. 
The class will also embark on field trips together!  

We enjoyed our visit to the Baha'i Temple in October!

Jr 
Youth Karaoke Night

Jr 
Youth in the Patch

Confirmatio
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ca9ab2ca4fcc16-giving


OPPORTUNTIES TO SERVE

OPPORTUNTIES TO GIVE
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Outreach News

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPER:  November 20th
We need volunteers to help prepare and serve a meal to feed 100 people struggling with
enough food for their families on Sunday, November 20th, the Sunday before Thanksgiving.
We’re looking for two (2) additional cooks to help in the PRCC Kitchen from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm.
and 10 volunteers to help serve the meal and clean up at the host site, Park Ridge Presbyterian
Church, from 3:00 - 5:30 pm. Anyone 13 years or older is welcome to volunteer. Please use the
SignUp Genius so we will know if all slots are filled or contact Cheryll DeYoung at
cheryll.deyoung@att.net.  

Please use the Sign Up Genius if you can help in any way listed above or contact Paula Mack if
you would like to help our newest outreach partner and local non-profit. 

LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SERVICES
We will prepare a meal in the PRCC Kitchen to serve 35 people at Lincoln Park Shelter. Our
assigned date is always the first Thursday of the month. Meal prep/cooking starts at 11:30 am
and finishes around 1:30 pm. If you can assist with meal preparation, please use the Sign Up
Genius for December 1st on the PRCC website under SERVE/OUTREACH or contact Luan
Zoellner at lzoellner@ameritech.net or (847) 525-8353.
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THE NIGHT MINISTRY: Boots Needed
The Night Ministry is in need of 50-75 pairs of new or gently used boots (preferably
made of water resistant materials for better warmth and durability, such as
leather/pleather), in these sizes:
Men – 10-12, plus a few 13 or 14, including half sizes and wide widths
Women – 8-11, including half sizes and wide widths. We will make two deliveries,
on/around Sunday, December 11 and another on/around Sunday, January 8th. 

THE BRIDGE PROJECT
Underwear: we’ll continue collecting new, unopened packages of underwear for
men and women in sizes medium, large and extra large for the Bridge Project
through the end of December. 

Warm Weather Gear: a donation drive for warm weather gear for both adults and
children - new or gently used coats, hats, scarves, mittens and blankets - will
begin in December and run through the end of January. 

Questions about any of these outreach
opportunities or how to join this committee canbe directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

YOU’LL FIND THE COLLECTION AREA FOR ALL ITEMS  
IN THE PARK PLACE ROOM. 

 Volunteer to help pack 160 sack lunches for homeless Chicago residents
during the Sunday Coffee Hour on our designated dates (next dates are
November 20th or December 11th). 
 Purchase items for the sack lunches, such as juice boxes, protein bars,
chips, cookies or ziploc bags and drop them off in the Park Place Room.  
 Send a monetary donation or grocery store gift card to assist with
essential perishables of fresh fruit, bread, lunch meat and cheese for the
sack lunches.**Drop off/mail to the PRCC office marked "Loving Lunches"

LOVING LUNCHES: There are THREE WAYS TO HELP:
1.

2.

3.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-sunday34
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-loving
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-lincoln23
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October Snapshots
CROP WALK

WICKED

PUMPKIN PATCH
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parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Like us on Facebook!
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Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister   
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries 
Morgan Tone, Director of Children’s Ministries  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  
Erin Henke, Parish Coordinator    
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liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
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