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Welcome to Lent! 
By Pastor Carol Hill 

 
In Eastern religious traditions, the understanding of 
“penance” is more of a pathway to healing, restoring 
what has been hurt.  Thus, Lent, as a season of 
preparation for the celebration of Easter, becomes a 
time in which each individual is challenged to find 
healing, wholeness, repentance, and deeper connection 
to God and the world.  Instead of Lent being a time of 
surrender or deprivation, it becomes the fertile ground 
for renewal, restoration, and the birth of hope.  Sounds 
good, right? 
 

The people of God have historically been people of 
hope.  Our faith invites us to see opportunities even in 
the midst of strife.  Our enlivening God invites us to be 
participants in healing the world, in caring for one 
another, and embodying God’s love and light here and 
now. However, before we even get to that part, we are 
invited to spend some time in prayer and reflection, 
seeing ourselves as God sees us, healing our hurts, and 
restoring the pieces of our hearts that have become 
hardened.  This Lent we will consider the ways that God 
takes our brokenness and bring about something 
beautiful and new.  
 

Have you ever seen beach glass? Beach glass when 
collected is a smooth and lovely piece of glass that 
appears on the beach after being washed around in the 
sea for quite some time.  Beach glass begins as littered 

broken bottles, but the edges and surfaces are washed 
and smoothed out by the waves and the sand until they 
become something beautiful.  Similarly, even when life 
tosses us to and fro, God shapes us through those 
experiences and looks upon each one as the most 
beautiful treasure.  
 

Our Lenten worship, devotions, and bible study series 
will invite us to discover hope in the healing, as we 
consider the ways God takes us, just as we are, and 
restores us.  Pastor Mollie and our Stephen Ministers 
have designed an experience on March 6 to sort through 
some of the griefs we carry and gain strength from one 
another.  During Holy Week, we will have a labyrinth set 
up to walk and draw near to the heart of God as we seek 
God’s healing and restoration in our lives.  Sometimes 
life works out differently than we had planned, and even 
so, God is at work, picking us up, holding us close, and 
reminding each of us that we are BELOVED and 
CHERISHED as if we were the most important treasure.  
 

In April, we will take a trip to the Holocaust Museum and 
remember the atrocities perpetuated and conceive of 
ways we can continue to resist evil and injustice in this 
time and place.  I hope and pray that these next six 
weeks will be meaningful, redemptive, and 
transformational as we discover God’s ability to bring 
beauty forth from ashes! 



WORSHIP 
ONLINE & IN-PERSON 
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
 

8:30 am Chapel Service – returns on March 6th  
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship w/ Chancel Choir 
 

 
 
March 2 – 7:30 pm Ash Wednesday Worship: Shattering 
 Joel 2:1-2, 12, 13; Psalm 51:1-17 
 Communion & Imposition of Ashes 
 

March 6 – Beauty for Ashes: Treasure  
 Communion Sunday 
 Psalm 139; Matthew 6:16-21 
  

March 13 – Beauty for Ashes: Safekeeping 
 Deuteronomy 32:1-7, 10-12; Luke 15:3-10 
 NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
  

March 20 – Beauty for Ashes: Our Story 
               Psalm 36:5-9; John 4:7-15, 39-42 
 

March 27 – Beauty for Ashes: Different Pictures 
               Psalm 31:1-16; 1 Peter 2:2-7, 10 
 

WAYS TO WORSHIP  
You are invited to worship with us online via our Livestream 
Service or in-person at 8:30 or 10 am. Our 8:30 am service will 
resume on March 6. The Livestream service is accessible on 
the church website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel for 
viewing live or anytime thereafter. While in the sanctuary, we 
encourage households to sit together, spaced away from 
others. If you would prefer additional space, please feel free 
to sit in the balcony or in the side chapels.  
 

MASK POLICY 
Masks are still required for all, regardless of vaccination 
status, while inside the building. Church leadership will 
continue to monitor and make decisions based upon what it is 
best for the safety of our congregation.  
 

 

 

NURSERY CARE & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
Nursery Care has resumed on a as needed basis. Please 
contact the Church Office if you are in need of care for an 
upcoming Sunday. We are currently looking for Nursery Care 
help, if you are available, please contact Shelley or Morgan  or 
the Church Office.  

COMMUNION  
On Sunday, March 6, we will receive communion. If you are 
watching from home, please take some time before worship 
to gather some bread and juice or wine. If you would prefer a 
pre-packaged wafer and juice, we will deliver it to you, upon 
request! If you are joining us in person, we will have 
individually wrapped elements for you.  We anticipate using 
the pre-packaged individual servings of communion for the 
foreseeable future. If you prefer, you are welcome to bring 
your own bread and fruit of the vine from home. 
 

 
 

WAYS TO GIVE: 

Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally 
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid, 
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing support.  
Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your financial 
contributions:  

- Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave. Park 

Ridge, IL 60068 

- Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 

account. 

- Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the 

email address: 

giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

NOTE: We have updated our information with Zelle, 

which means you may have to add PRCC as a 

recipient, even if you’ve already contributed before.  

- Give electronically through PayPal on our website 

(FYI: the church incurs a fee with each PayPal 

transaction)  
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OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  
At PRCC we realize we need each other and commit to pray 
for each other.  As we begin Lent, we reach out in loving 
kindness to each other and the broader community 
discovering healing, comfort and hope.  As you are led by 
the Holy Spirit, please pray for the following needs. 
 

Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer 
ministry list: Laura Beaudine, Heather Cannon, Kylie Figgins, Jon 
Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, 
Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Tracy McKenzie, Dean 
Muenzer, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Reggie Pantazi, Ann Stutts, 
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate Zoellner. 

 
We also keep in our prayers the following February requests: 
Life in the Resurrection  
- Angie Pappassavas asks us to pray for her friend who recently 
lost her husband and their family. 
-We hold in our prayers the Chacko Family, as Sarah's Aunt Mary 
entered life in the resurrection this week after suffering a stroke, 
followed by covid. Sarah asks that we particularly pray for Mary's 
husband, children and grandchildren. 
- Please pray for good friends of the Swanson's whose son in his 
early 30's entered life in the Resurrection unexpectedly on 2/11. 
- Kim Witte asks that we hold in our prayers the family and friends 
of Linda Schuman who entered the Life of the Resurrection on 
Saturday 2/11/2022. 
- We hold in our prayers the family & friends of Peggy Hardacre 
who entered life in the resurrection on 2/9. 
- We pray for all the family and friends of Barrie Shinn, who 
entered life in the resurrection on 2/15. 
 

Healing and Recovery 
- We celebrate Dave Swanson's successful eye surgery this week 
and pray for his continued sight and healing! 
- We hold in our prayers all those suffering from mental health 
issues exacerbated by covid. We pray for new life and release 
from anxiety, isolation, depression, addiction and all that 
alienates us from healthy relationships. 
- We continue to hold Dean Whitford in our prayers as he remains 
at Lutheran General receiving care. 
- Kay Snow's family asks us to include her in prayer as she works 
to recover from a fall she had in December and a bout of covid 
she contracted in January. Please pray for her ability to regain 
strength, mobility and to find joy in this long journey. 
- Candance McGuffey asks for prayers for her dad Richard as he 
recovers from heart issues and works toward healthy lifestyle 
choices. 
- We continue to pray for Naomi Siebert's brother Brian who is 
back in the hospital with covid and pneumonia. 
- Jackie Tilles asks us to hold her friend Sharon in prayer as she 

recovers from surgery on 2/4 and is facing more cancer 
treatments in the future. 
-We pray for healing for Lilly and Dianne, both relatives of Elaine 
& Bernice Zabawski. Elaine asks for prayers for guidance to just 
the right sources of healing for each of them. 
- Grace Curtis celebrates being able to worship from afar and asks 
that we pray for Evan, whose ortho necrosis has worsened, and 
he will need 2 hip surgeries, the first of which will be Feb. 14. 
- John Sasser asks us to pray for his mother in law who has 
experienced an medical situation and asks for discernment for 
next steps. 
- We continue to hold in our prayers Reggie Pantazi as she has 
begun hospice care and is spending time with loved ones. 
- Peter Muenzer asks for prayers as he continues to face 
challenges finding meaningful employment and struggles with 
isolation. 
- Luan asks us to pray for her brother-in-law John who is in the 
hospital with an infection and other complication. Please pray for 
John and those caring for him especially his daughter. 
- Please pray for Barb Pfaff as she settles into a new home while 
her health declines. 
- Please pray for one of our members who faces a particularly 
difficult day this week, and we pray for God's presence in difficult 
moments and positive outcomes that lead to wholeness. 
- Judy Johnson is grateful for our prayers as she continues with 
chemo treatments in her fight against cancer. 
 
Joys 
- We celebrate that Boy Scout Troop 76 was able to have a 
temporary home at PRCC for the past couple of months and have 
now returned to their home base at Roosevelt Elementary School. 
- We celebrate with Bill & Barbara Scharringhausen their 65th 
wedding anniversary on 2/23 and Paul & Charlyn Rauch their 61st 
anniversary on 2/25. 
- We celebrate the success of last week's Youth Cookie sale, 
helping to fill the tanks to the mission trip, and we celebrate that 
additional spaces have been added as we continue to have more 
youth wanting to attend the trip. 
- 

Global 
- We pray for our world, as we navigate highs of Olympic 
excellence and the lows of escalating tensions between nations. 
We pray for our communities as we celebrate progress made in 
combatting covid and end up combatting one another when our 
ways to dealing with covid differ. We pray for all as we consider 
forgiveness, realizing there are all too often relationship that are 
left broken through hurts and the absence of authentic 
forgiveness. 
 
 

There will be a Celebration of Life for Alayne Richards on 
March 5th at 11 am.  
 
There will be a Graveside Committal for Peggy Hardacre on 
March 11th at 11 am at Town of Maine Cemetery. 
 



BOARD UPDATE 
Tom Goodwin, Naomi Siebert and Anita Rifkind 
  
As we enter the month of March, we look forward to resuming two services at 8:30 am and 10:30 am. We are also 
planning to resume coffee hour gathering again but will be mindful of continuing to track Covid trends. The longer days 
will be here soon and we eagerly await the first signs of springtime.  
  
The Nominating Committee has begun their work and if you receive a call, we encourage you to spend some time 
prayerfully discerning if you want to assume a leadership or committee role in our beloved church. The work of the 
Nominating Committee culminates with the presentation of the slate of officers and committee members at our Annual 
Meeting on May 1, 2022.  
  
At the Annual Meeting, the 2022 budget will be presented to the Congregation.  This budget reflects a deficit of 
approximately $78,400. In passing this budget, the Board of Directors gave consideration to the following: 
 
 1.  The difficulties in actually estimating the operating expenses due to the changeable conditions related to Covid, and to 
the attendant inflation. 
 2. In the past, other budgets with similar deficits have been approved. In each case, the final deficits were not as large as 
those forecasted, because of the generosity of the congregation, special attention to fund raising, and careful 
management of expenses. 
3. The overall strong financial position of the church. 
4. The alternative, drastic across-the-board reductions in expenses, would not only be very difficult, but more importantly 
it runs the risk of sacrificing programs at a time when we are having some success in growing the church membership and 
ministry offerings; and 
5.  The need to provide conservative, but meaningful, increases in staff salaries.  Our staff have not had salary increases in 
at least the past 3 years.   
We could absorb an actual financial deficit at this level for 2022; the money is available to do so. However, we realize that 
this is not something that is sustainable going forward into future budget years.  Therefore, we will need to request that 
expenses be kept as low as possible by both staff and various committees, and we will need to encourage increased fund-
raising efforts in 2022. If anyone wants access to the actual budget numbers, please reach out to us.  
  
We are looking forward to the amazing Pumpkin Patch in October that is a community wide event that creates fellowship 
and funds for our church. We encourage everyone to think of small or large fundraising event ideas that might help offset 
some of our deficit. If you have an idea, please reach out to the Finance Team, and we will check the church calendar and 
figure out next steps.  
  
We are grateful for our family of faith that steps in to share their time and talents to make things happen.  God is faithful 
and we trust that PRCC is a sacred space where we will continue to shine our light in the world because of each of you. 
Thank you for your support of our leadership. If we can help in any way, please email us at 
leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.  
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STEPHEN MINISTRY MESSAGE 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And 
the God of love and peace will be with you. 

 2 Corinthians 13:11 NIV 
 

Congratulations! We have made it through two of the hardest months as a Chicagoan, and now we come to March — 
featuring March Madness, the day when we all become Irish, the arrival of Spring, and this year Lent!  Lent, a time of 
spiritual reflection, kicks off the month of March. Some choose to make a sacrifice, while others choose to add a healthy 
habit to their routine.  Personally, I’m better at adding something than taking something away! 
 

Stephen Ministry is one of those items that I consider a healthy add-on to your Lenten experience.  There are so many 
times in our life that it would be nice to share thoughts and feelings with someone else who will not judge you or tell you 
how you should be living.  The Stephen Ministry program provides trained caregivers to listen to you and walk with you 
through challenging times.  We listen with compassion, without instructing, and never sharing your story with anyone 
else.  The confidentiality factor is the #1 requirement for all Stephen Ministers.  In fact, many Stephen Ministers 
themselves have benefitted by having their own Stephen Minister to walk with them through their times of transition, 
loss, or fear.   
 

So if you feel like adding a healthy habit to your life, Lent is a great time to start, and Stephen Ministry may be a good fit 
for you.  Please reach out to Pastor Carol or Liz Swanson to talk further about your needs.  And may you enjoy this great 
month of March! 

 
STEPHEN MINISTRY LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 
Lent is an opportunity to discover or even renew prayer time and other spiritual practices as we prepare for 
Easter.  This Lenten season, PRCC will offer a ‘prayer wall’ in Jordan Hall for you to add your prayers to.  Praying 
is our way to communicate with the Divine.  Your prayer may be one that is just between you and God so 
placing it in the rocks of the wall is as far as it goes.   You may find that being in community with your prayer 
need is what you are looking for so then you can place it in the wall, add it to the congregational prayer 
requests and/or speak with a Stephen Minister or staff member.  Conversation with God through prayer is 
different for all of us and so we offer different ways to pray.  During this Lenten time, please be sure to make 
your way to Jordan Hall to add your prayers to the prayer wall as you feel led.  

 

 
 
 
 



WINTER 
NEWS 

GRIEF, LOSS, AND MENTAL 
HEALTH FOR YOUTH AND 
FAMILIES 
Whether it has been changes in routine, transitions in 
relationships, scary health diagnoses, or a loss of a loved 
one, many of us have been facing significant grief over 
the past couple of years.  As a church, we wish to 
provide care and support for the whole-being of a 
person.  With the professional guidance of John Hurd, a 
specialist in Bereavement Counseling, we are offering an 
additional experience for individuals and families to 
explore their spiritual well-being surrounding grief and 
loss.   
 

For more information, contact John Hurd LCSW, Liz 
Swanson, or Pastor Mollie,  
j.hurd@sbcglobal.net 
liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
 

LOSS AND GRIEF SUPPORT 
EVENT 
Participants are invited to share in a group setting 
specific circumstances of losses that may include the 
death of a loved one, the loss of a relationship, or some 
other unwanted change to their life/circumstances. 
Emphasis is on the wide array of feelings (physical, 
emotional, spiritual) that we all experience as we grieve 
and try to adjust to a new reality. Attendees will be 
encouraged to share their experiences, speak from their 
heart, but avoid giving advice or instructing others on 
how to feel or behave. Facilitators will strive to validate 
and normalize the experiences of those who share, and 
to provide general education on the grieving process. 
 
Who: Youth and Adults 
When: March 6, Youth: 11:30 am -12:30 pm,  
Adults: 12:30-1:30 pm 
Where: Jordan Hall 
 
 

KEEPING GOD’S HOUSE 
CLEAN 
As we begin to fully open we would like to 
encourage everyone to help us keep our spaces 
clean and sanitized. Each meeting space will have 
Lysol wipes and spray, please 
clean your area after use. 
We will also have 
disinfectant spray in the 
kitchen areas to use after 
use. Thank you so much 
for helping us to keep our 
spaces clean and safe!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS: 
We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these birthdays… 

3/1 Eric Biedke; Ben Sacor; Zander Gilliam 

3/2 Marilyn Sandnes; Sandra Avila 

3/3 Jaclyn Weir 

3/6 Judy Matzen; Kenna Garcia; Robert Sandnes 

3/7 
Norma Simmons; Elizabeth Solomon; Caroline Young; 
Lorenzo Formosa 

3/8 John Davis 

3/9 Sam McCarty 

3/10 Alex Hibbard-Brown 

3/11 Danny Brewer 

3/12 Nancy Skiersch; Therese Wehman; Dave Solomon 

3/13 Ginny Feurer; Colin Wehman 

3/14 Molly O’Brien; Lucas Reboletti 

3/15 Nancy Fabisch  

3/18 Doris Sikorsky; Adrian Hill 

3/19 Judy Sindt; Judy Foster 

3/20 Cheri Carpenter 

3/21 Owen Smith 

3/22 Zachary Reboletti; Sally Mauery 

3/23 Becca Lapp; Patty Flener 

3/25 Janet Parker 

3/26 Kylie Figgins; Megan Hinton 

3/27 Evan Curtis 

3/28 Jacob Hennessy 

3/30 Gary Johnson 

3/31 Kelsi Garcia 
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WINTER 
NEWS 

 
MENS BREAKFAST 
All are welcome on Thursdays at 
9:00 am. Each week, the men of 
PRCC are invited to gather for a 
time of fellowship and checking in 
together. This social gathering is held in the church 
library and also on Zoom.   
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0l
lLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09  
Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399    Passcode: 461091 
 

MEDITATION AND YOGA 
Weekly yoga and meditation classes will 
resume on March 7! 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
The Welcome/Membership Committee is happy to 
announce that we will be receiving new members 
into our fellowship on Sunday, March 13th at the 
10:00 am service.  If you are interested in joining 
our church at that time, please notify the church 
office. 
 
We look forward to this special day! 
 
Sara Born and Sue Douglass, Welcome/Membership 
Co-Chairs 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 

Thank you to Bill Williams, Lonn Naudzius and all of the 
Trustees for fixing the 
lighting behind our 
beautiful stained glass 
over the altar! 

 
 

 
BIBLE STUDY 
OPPORTUNITIES  
Tuesday Afternoon 1:30 pm 
All are invited to join in Disciple 2: Into the Word, Into the 
World Bible study on Tuesday afternoons from 1:30-3:00 pm. 
We will meet in the library with masks and distance observed. 
In January, we began our exploration of Luke and Acts, both of 
these Biblical books being written by the same author!  Pastor 
Carol, Pastor Mollie and others lead this study. All are welcome 
to participate as we read and consider the scriptures together 
and discuss how these ancient texts apply to our lives today! 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81599270512?pwd=VWQzc3R0SE
VHNzJraXNQQWdPOW1aQT09  
 

Thursday Evening 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Beauty for Ashes: Discovering Hope in the 
Healing Bible Study 
Join Pastor Carol for a Thursday night Lenten study, focusing 
on scriptures of holy transformation, spiritual practices, and 
beauty. Music, Art, and Discussion tied into the sermon series 
will take on a little different feel from week to week as we 
journey together this Lent! This study begins Thursday, March 
3 and will conclude Thursday, April 7. Bring your Bible and a 
pen! Due to the participatory elements of this study, it will be 
held in person only without a Zoom component.   
 

about:blank
about:blank
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81599270512?pwd=VWQzc3R0SEVHNzJraXNQQWdPOW1aQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81599270512?pwd=VWQzc3R0SEVHNzJraXNQQWdPOW1aQT09


 
 

FAMILY 
CHURCH 
NIGHT 
Retuning fully on March 3rd – Join us on Thursday Nights for Family Church Night! There will be something for 
everyone!  
 

Simple Supper  
5:30 pm to 6 pm 
Kicks off March 3rd! Join us once again for a time of fellowship and food before Thursday night activities.  
If you plan to join us for dinner, please let us know – https://forms.gle/XWMMqF7up7QyW7uY8  
If you would like to provide a meal or help with set up/clean up, let us know!  - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-simple  
 

Kids Club  
6 pm to 7:30 pm 
Childcare for ages 3 to 11 will be provided and will offer various activities ranging from crafts, cooking projects, games and 
Bible lessons. Registration is required - https://forms.gle/dCkHibvGTQbAww4H8 
(Please alert the Church Office if you require Nursery Care).  
 

Confirmation Class 
6 pm to 7:30 pm 
Confirmation Class, a two-year program, will be held on Thursday evenings from 6:00-7:30 pm and will now begin with 
those in 7th grade and above.  Each youth is assigned a mentor from the congregation to assist in their faith journey of 
the course of the two years.   
 

Youth Lead (1st & 3rd Thursdays) 

6 pm to 7:30 pm 
We will gather twice a month to discover our own leadership styles, how we collaborate best with others, and how to 
utilize the gifts we have been given. 
 

Adult Bible Study 
6 pm to 7:30 pm 
All are welcome! Topics will rotate monthly as well as study leaders, we’d love for you to join! If you have any suggestions 
for topics or would be interesting in leading a study, please let Pastor Carol know.  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-simple
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WINTER NEWS  
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

So many members and friends volunteer their time to our beloved church.  We are grateful for each and every one of them. Some 
people we see and hear about all the time but there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know about all that they 
do. Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an individual, couple or 
group for sharing their time and talents. This also gives us the opportunity to share with 
members and newcomers a little bit of information about what our "generous stewards of 
God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC.  

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God's grace in its various forms."  

Peter 4:10 

 

 
This month we recognize  

Bob & Paula Mack
 

When you need something, the Macks are always at the top of your list of people to call. Bob and Paula became 
members 25 years ago and raised both of their children here at the church. Kelly and Joey have since left to 
take on the world, but their parents continue to be here to help support and nurture our family here at PRCC 
 
Bob is an amazing musician who has shared his talents countless times on Folk Sunday, at church fundraisers, 
and periodic Sundays throughout the year. Most notably, Bob was a member of the Jazz Community Big Band 
and was the reason why they practiced here and graced us with their talents on Jazz Sunday! He is also a very 
active member of the Creation Care Team, working hard to help our church home be more environmentally 
conscious. Bob has served for many years as a Confirmation leader as well as a prominent volunteer for the 
Youth Group chaperoning multiple Mission Trips. He has also been very involved with our past partnerships 
with Solid Rock Carpenters.  
 
Paula is currently involved in several areas including Outreach. One of her pet projects has been our ongoing 
partnership with the Jeanine Shultz School where we have donated school supplies. She is also currently helping 
to facilitate the PRCC Virtual Blood Drive on March 1st. She also has an active role in Youth Lead where she helps 
our Youth to discover their own leadership styles, how to collaborate best with others, and how to utilize the 
gifts given. She also serves as a Confirmation Leader helping to teach Youth about our church and what it 
means to be a member of PRCC. Paula also serves as an Usher on Sundays helping new and returning friends 
and members to feel welcomed and cared for while worshipping. Her newest venture has been as a volunteer 
in the Medical Lending Closet where she helps our members as well as people in the community to provide safe 
and reliable supplies during a time of need. Paula is also an active member of Circle 10 who surround our 
church members during times of bereavement with support and love as well as plan several unique and exciting 
fundraisers for the church. One of Paula’s best legacies are our name tags! She and Tricia Williams planned and 
executed the drive to introduce and get our Parishioners excited and in the habit of wearing a name tag to 
better connect us. We are not the only ones who celebrate her gifts, last September, Center of Concern named 
her Volunteer of the Year for all of her efforts around our community. 
 
Together, Bob and Paula have offered PRCC so much love, talent, and support. We are so grateful for them for 
all they have done and continue to do for us!  



SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM UPDATES 

Open and Affirming Covenant 

We are so pleased that the Board of Directors has unanimously affirmed the draft Open and Affirming Covenant, which 
will be presented to the congregation for a balloted vote at the Annual Meeting on May 1. Here is the proposed 
statement:  

Park Ridge Community Church affirms all people are made in the image of God and are worthy of God’s 
love and grace. With God’s help, we covenant to accept one another in diversity of faith and love, seeking 
to promote a sense of belonging for all — to be a place for the whole person to feel both fully known and 
safe.  

This church values the richness of the world around us, in our congregation, and in our staff. We 
celebrate the participation and contributions of people of all ages; races and ethnicities; sexual 
orientations; gender identities and expressions; economic circumstances; family structures; physical, 
cognitive and emotional abilities; and faith traditions.  

We commit to the ongoing work of being a church journeying together to deepen our understanding of 
the nature of God’s love and to fulfill our responsibility to embody the Christ Spirit in the world. 

This covenant will be in addition to the Statement of Purpose.  This covenant will be shared aloud in worship on Sunday, 
March 13 with a brief Q&A in the sanctuary following worship.  This language was developed based on congregational 
input in concert with PRCC’s values and vision.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Greg Sarlo 
(dr.gregorysarlo@gmail.com) or Sarah McCarty (sarah.p.mccarty@gmail.com), our Co-Chairs of the Social Justice Team.  

Field Trip to the Illinois Holocaust Museum: April 2 
The Social Justice Team has organized a group tour of "Rise Up: Stonewall And The LGBTQ Rights Movement" on Sat., Apr. 
2 at the Illinois Holocaust Museum. The docent-led tour will run from 10:00 am-12:00 pm, which includes 45 minutes at 
the end of the tour to reflect together following our viewing of the exhibit. Cost is $15/adults aged 18-65, $12/adults age 
65+, $10 students aged 12-18. Carpooling from PRCC can be arranged for all who are interested. 

All attendees must be fully vaccinated and masked during the tour. Please provide Jaclyn with proof of vaccination and 
payment by Wed., Mar. 23. If you have any questions, reach out to Sarah McCarty at sarah.p.mccarty@gmail.com. 

mailto:dr.gregorysarlo@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.p.mccarty@gmail.com
https://www.ilholocaustmuseum.org/exhibitions/rise-up-stonewall-and-the-lgbtq-movement/?gclid=CjwKCAiAsNKQBhAPEiwAB-I5zaeGLzKAOS4wc3XsgrDDWJK1GUae_HvFxIsjhLfaJIIo9WZqXdEZBhoCC44QAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


WINTER
NEWS 

KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ 
AND BEYOND! 
Kindred Spirits Café is open to anyone who has lunch 
time free each Tuesday!  We begin gathering about 
11:45 am or after chair yoga to visit and socialize in Jordan Hall.  If you are comfortable eating together, please 
bring your sack lunch and we will provide dessert and beverages.  You are welcome to come for Kindred Spirits 
Cafe and then stay for the afternoon Bible Study.  Please contact Liz Swanson for more details. 

3/1 – Fat Tuesday!  Come for treats, Mardi Gras games and time to socialize. 

3/8 – Guest Sarah McCarty will talk to us about what it means to covenant as a congregation to welcome all. 

3/15 – Guest speaker Laurie Peercy, will deliver a presentation on the benefits of exercise & movement 
complete with giveaways. 

3/22 – Outreach project to include helping serve those with food insecurity. 

3/29 – BINGO 

KNITTING KNIGHTS – Meeting Monday, 3/7 in the Library at 7:00 pm

and on Zoom 

The Knitting Knights are still at it!  Hearts were made and given to people of all ages in 
February.  Crosses are being prepared for the Sunday School students as they receive 
their first Bibles.  We are currently working on soap sacks and hats to donate to various 
outreach programs.  If you would like to make some projects at home, please contact 
Liz Swanson for more information.  Even better, join us in person or virtually on 
Monday 3/7 at 7:00 pm. 

CREATION CARE 
Your PRCC Creation Care team has been meeting regularly during the last two years. We’ve been working on educating 
and trying to motivate and encourage environmental consciousness among our members. We will be meeting with a 

Coach from Faith in Place this month to do some strategic planning for this year and beyond.  
Maybe you have ideas about how to be more environmentally friendly and caring of God’s gift to us, our beautiful planet? 
We’d love for you to join our team. You can contact any one of us or Jaclyn in the office for more information. 
Tricia Williams, Karen Nelson, Karen Heckmann, Ginny Jacobson, Bob Mack, Mike Laginess, Bill Barsanti, Sharon Kemerer, 
Jenny Sanderson, Liz Swanson 

https://www.faithinplace.org/


If for any reason you have trouble signing up, please call to 
make appointment and upon arrival let them know you are 

with PRCC’s blood drive - CODE:  ORD0060F 

https://northeast.vitalant.org/LP=28?drive_code=ORD0060F&division=NORTHEAST%C2%AEion=CHI


Time is flying by this year!  It was so much fun 

to be together and learn all about God, God’s 

blessings and how each of us are uniquely 

blessed by Him.  We were especially lucky to 

have music back in Sunday School. What a JOY 

it is to have such talented musicians here at 

PRCC! We are continuing to meet in one large 

group for Sunday School but as more people 

begin to feel comfortable we will begin to break 

into smaller groups.  We look forward to each 

week with anticipation of more children joining 

us!  

Outreach
We will continue to collect offering from the 

children during Sunday School for our outreach 

program.  This month, we will be collecting 

offering for Exodus World Service.  Park Ridge 

Community Church is looking forward to working 

with Exodus to broaden our understanding of 

the various needs of refugees. We thought that 

this would be a valuable opportunity for our kids 

to help young refugees. 

My Communion Class
My Communion will begin on April 3, 2022. My 

Communion Class is a three-week class to 

prepare children in second grade and older for 

their first communion.  All are welcome to take 

communion in our church regardless of age, but 

this class better helps children understand the 

significance and meaning of this sacrament. 

Thursday Night Kids Club
Children ages 3-11 are welcome to participate in 

various activities ranging from crafts, cooking 

projects, games and Bible lessons.  Registration 

is required so that we can be sure to have the 

appropriate amount of supplies ready. 

Easter Egg Hunt
Our Easter Egg Hunt is back this year! Join us 

after worship on Easter Sunday for a fun-filled 

egg hunt.  We are in need of donations of 

small candy and toys to fit inside of 

eggs.  There will be a collection bin in the Park 

Place room. Thank you for always supporting 

these fun events!  

Volunteers
We are always looking for any adult wanting to 

have the fun and rewarding experience of 

guiding our Children in their faith journey in 

Sunday School. It’s a lot of fun and the schedule 

can be flexible according to your availability. We 

anticipate the need for more teachers soon as 

the current circumstances evolve. We also 

anticipate the need for Vacation Bible School 

volunteers.  Feel free to contact us with any 

questions or suggestions.  

Save the Dates

• Easter Egg Hunt-Easter Sunday,

following worship

• Schools Out Party- May 27th

• Vacation Bible School-June 20-23

• Family Camp- September 23-25

Shelley O’Brien and Morgan Tone 

Co-Directors of Children’s Ministry 

sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org






OUTREACH 

NEWS 
“VIRTUAL” BLOOD DRIVE 
There is a national blood shortage, please consider donating 
NOW! 
Park Ridge Community Church (PRCC) is partnering with 
Vitalant to host a virtual blood drive.  This means that you can 
schedule your blood donation at a time and location that 
works for your busy schedule.  Sign up to donate below.  Be 
sure to copy the full link so we can track the number of donors 
who participate with PRCC. Once you sign up via the link, you'll 
receive an emailed invitation to book your appointment at a 
time and location convenient to you.  To donate for PRCC’s 
blood drive, sign up by clicking on the dedicated link below:   
https://northeast.vitalant.org/LP=28?drive_code=ORD0060F& 
division=NORTHEAST®ion=CHI 

If for any reason you have trouble signing up, please call to 
make appointment and upon arrival let them know you are 

with PRCC’s blood drive - CODE:  ORD0060F 

ALL CHURCH OPPORTUNITY – 
Feed My Starving Children 
Saturday, March 5th, 1:45 pm - 3:45 pm 
PRCC has 65 spots available for families and friends to serve 
alongside in the fight against world hunger.  Ages 5 and up are 
able to participate in this fun multi-generational service 
opportunity. 
To secure your spot, email Pastor Mollie at 
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

Exodus World Service mobilizes the Christian community 

to welcome and befriend refugees.  They do this by educating 
churches and individuals about the plight of refugees, 
connecting volunteers with refugees through practical service 
projects and empowering people to be champions for 
refugees. 
PRCC’s January training session with Exodus needed to be 
cancelled.  This time of learning will be rescheduled and 
information on a new date/time is forthcoming.  Watch for 
more upcoming ways to become engaged! If you have an 
interest in participating or questions about Exodus World 
Service, please contact Pastor Mollie at 

pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

Ongoing Opportunities of Outreach and 
Giving

Lincoln Park Community Shelter 
Our assigned meal preparation date is the first Thursday of 
every month for 2022. Please use the  
Sign Up Genius on the PRCC website to volunteer or let Luan 
Zoellner lzoellner@ameritech.net know when you are 
available to help prepare a healthy meal for 40 residents at 

the Shelter. 

Maine Township Food Pantry 
We continue to collect non-perishable food the Park Place 
Room. Over 300 people receive food every month through the 
Maine Township Food Pantry.  Thank you for continuing 
support of those suffering with food insecurity!   

For guidance on what is needed see the Pantry’s Wish List 

Jeanine Schultz School  
Cleaning supplies and school supplies are always 
appreciated.  

Thank You’s

Summer Mission Trip – “Cookie Drive” 
Thanks to all bakers and buyers for supporting our Cookie 
Drive last Sunday at church!  Our goal of raising money to fill 
the gas tanks of our vans was a great success!  If calculated 
correctly – we are a third of the way there!  Please be on the 

lookout for future fundraising opportunities.   

Happy to share that to-date, 27 youth and 12 adults are 
confirmed for the Mission Trip in central Appalachia this June 
11-18. To accommodate volunteers, six minivans have been 
reserved. Thank you for your continued willingness to help 
others in need.

The Night Ministry 
Thank you one and ALL for More Boots!  We collected a grand 
total of 66 new or gently used pairs of boots, easily exceeding 

our goal of 30 pairs!  

MLK Food Drive PRCC’s 
MLK Food Drive has been amazing! Many thanks to all who 
dropped food. We delivered 16 bags and 2 boxes of food to 
our local pantries. It has been truly heartwarming that with 
limited services and building access, we were able to collect as 
much as we have. 

The Bridge Project 
Thank You for all of the donations to the Bridge Project this 
year! Four carloads of coats, blankets, hats and mittens were 
donated this year, as well as hats made by the knitting knights. 
A monetary donation was also made by a church members co-
worker. Your donation has helped those in need stay warm 
this winter season. 
With sincere gratitude, Marylynn 
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100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Contact Us: 
847-823-3164
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
parkridgecommunitychurch.org

Our Staff: 
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Pastor Angie Do, Seminary Student Intern pastorangie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Shelley O’Brien, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Morgan Tone, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
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