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FRESH STARTS AND  
NEW BEGINNINGS 

By Rev. Carol Hill  
 

“Behold, I am making all things new.” Rev. 21:5 
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 

 
A new year brings opportunities for us all to do some 
reflecting on where we’ve been and where we’re going.  
Some of us may decide to take better care of our health 
or be more intentional about spending time with our 
loved ones, or “stop to smell the roses.”  Of course, we 
have the opportunity to recalibrate every day, and yet, 
there’s something about a new year that particularly 
encourages reassessing our life choices and values.   
 
This new year for me is a new beginning with a new 
denominational identity.  I began my ordination process 
in 2005 and was fully ordained in the United Methodist 
Church in 2011. I grew up in the United Methodist 
Church, participating in and providing leadership in 
United Methodist Churches in Tennessee, Virginia, and 
Illinois.  I have served in District and Conference 
leadership and represented our church at global 
gatherings of United Methodists as a youth and an 
adult. My family, my parents, all of my grandparents, 
my great-grandparents, and back eight generations 
were United Methodist.  I came to Park Ridge 
Community Church with my United Methodist 
credentials intact, my ordination qualifying me to serve 
as your Senior Minister.   
 
In January 2020, I completed a course at Chicago 
Theological Seminary to learn about the History and 
Polity of the United Church of Christ. My intention at 
the time was to attain dual status, my ordination and 
ministerial standing held in both the UCC and the UMC. 
However, as I prepared to formally request standing in 
the United Church of Christ, I realized that my heart had 
been transformed in the process.  While the church of 
my upbringing had taught and shaped me, the United 
Methodist Church tradition was no longer the church of 
my future.  It was time for a new beginning, fully 
embracing the United Church of Christ and letting go of 

the ties that bound me to the 
United Methodist Church.  Letting go is bittersweet, 
even when you feel this is what you’re called to do.  I 
have written my official letters terminating my status in 
the United Methodist Church and mailed my certificates 
and credentials that were bestowed on me all those 
years ago.  And this makes me weep.  The times in my 
life when I have felt like I was most faithfully stepping 
into God’s plan and call have been filled with both 
exhilaration and more than a little trepidation.   
 
“Behold, I am making all things new.”  “For surely I 
know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, …plans to 
give you a future with hope.”  These verses give me 
hope and strength in moments of uncertainty.  To be 
sure, there’s not THAT much uncertainty. I have 
received authorization as an ordained minister in the 
United Church of Christ, having submitted all my 
documentation and been affirmed through multiple 
rounds of interviews.  I still have a job here as Senior 
Minister. However, even knowing these things, handing 
over the certificates that I worked so hard to attain is 
heavy with emotion.  My disappointments in the United 
Methodist Church are many, and yet letting go of the 
resolve I had to fix what was broken feels defeating.  I 
tend to be a perfectionist.  And still, it’s a new day. 
 
Something that I am still blown away by and hunger for 
is the whole concept of God’s grace.  God’s grace 
surrounds us, holds us, comforts us, celebrates us, loves 
us, even when and especially when, we find ourselves 
lacking.  We are not perfect. We won’t be. Strive to be 
better, do better, love better? Sure. Be perfect? Not 
likely.  And God’s grace is present regardless, moving 
through us, healing our hurts, and crafting a future with 
hope.   
 
This January, we are starting a new series “Grace not 
perfection” as a way for all of us to step into this new 
year, not yearning for perfection, but rather to be 
people of grace.  We will bask in the grace of God, offer 
grace to one another, and especially, receive grace for 
ourselves.  It’s a new year, full of new beginnings, new 
possibilities, and new hope.  Thanks be to God! 



WORSHIP 
ONLINE & IN-PERSON 
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
 

8:30 am Chapel Worship  
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship w/ Chancel Choir 
 
January 2 - Epiphany One Service 
 Communion Sunday 
 Matthew 2:1-12, Isaiah 60:1-5 
 
January 9 – Grace Not Perfection:  

Letting Go of the Perfect Life  
Ephesians 2:8-10, Galatians 3:1-14 

  
 

January 16 – Grace Not Perfection: 
 Surrender Control 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
1 Peter 5:5-7, Psalm 46:1-11 

  
 

January 23 – Grace Not Perfection: 
 Build True Community 

 Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Philippians 2:1-4, Ecclesiastes 4:1-12 

 
January 30 – Grace Not Perfection: 

Live in God’s Grace 
 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
 Hebrews 4:14-16, Romans 12:1-8 
 
 

 
 

WAYS TO WORSHIP  
You are invited to worship with us online via our Livestream 
Service or in-person at 8:30 am and 10 am. The Livestream 
service will be accessible on the church website, Facebook 
page, and YouTube channel for viewing live or anytime 
thereafter. We encourage households to sit together, spaced 
away from other households. If you would prefer additional 
space, please feel free to sit in the balcony or in the side 
chapels.  

MASK POLICY 
Masks are now required for all, regardless of vaccination 
status, while inside the building.  
 

NURSERY CARE & SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
Nursery Care has resumed on a as needed basis. Please 
contact the Church Office if you are in need of care for an 
upcoming Sunday. We are currently looking for Nursery Care 
help, if you are available, please contact Shelley or the Church 
Office.  

 

COMMUNION  
On Sunday, January 2, we will receive communion. If you are 
watching from home, please take some time before worship 
to gather some bread and juice or wine. If you would prefer a 
pre-packaged wafer and juice, we will deliver it to you, upon 
request! If you are joining us in person, we will have 
individually wrapped elements for you.  We anticipate using 
the pre-packaged individual servings of communion for the 
foreseeable future. If you prefer, you are welcome to bring 
your own bread and fruit of the vine from home. 
 

WAYS TO GIVE: 

Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally 
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid, 
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing support.  
Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your financial 
contributions:  

- Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave. Park 

Ridge, IL 60068 

- Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 

account. 

- Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the 

email address: 

giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

NOTE: We have updated our information with Zelle, 

which means you may have to add PRCC as a 

recipient, even if you’ve already contributed before.  

- Give electronically through PayPal on our website 

(FYI: the church incurs a fee with each PayPal 

transaction)  
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OUR PRAYER 
MINISTRY  
At PRCC we realize we need each other and commit to 
pray for each other.  In this New Year, we reach out in 
loving kindness to each other and the broader 
community pursuing Grace not perfection.  As you are 
led by the Holy Spirit, please pray for the following 
needs. 
 

Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer 
ministry list: Heather Cannon, Kylie Figgins, Jon Forsythe, 
Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter 
and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, 
Dean Muenzer, Reggie Pantazi, Susan Ruth, Ann Stutts, 
Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate Zoellner. 
 
We also keep in our prayers the following December requests: 
 
Life in the Resurrection  
- Jaclyn Weir asks us to pray for the family and friends of Barbara 
McHugh who entered into life in the Resurrection last week. 
Barbara is a former of co-worker of Jaclyn. 
-Jaclyn also asks for prayers for her family as they mourn the 
sudden loss of a dear family friend, Dena. She leaves behind her 
son Jake. Prayers for him during this time of mourning and 
transition. 
- Mark Holihan asks us to pray for the family and friends of 
Jeremy McCue who entered life in the resurrection after a valiant 
battle with cancer.  Please pray especially for his wife Megan and 
their young children. 
 
Healing and Recovery 
- We continue to pray for Tom Kapolnek as he awaits diagnoses 
and treatment. 
- Please pray for a member of our church who is navigating a 
delicate and challenging family relationship. 
- We pray for Tim Mauery whose back surgery was successful and 
pray for his healing as he transitions home. 
- Please hold Kim Dohnke in your prayers as she deals with pain in 
her hand and receives treatment for that. 
- As we journey through our Home for Christmas series, we pray 
especially for those who do not have a safe home to go to. 
- Pastor Carol celebrates that her grandmother's surgery went 
well, and asks for prayers for her mom, who remains in the 
hospital with pneumonia that has become a serious infection 
around her lung. 
- Tricia Williams asks for prayers for their nephew, Jake's fiancé, 
Lizzie who is in the hospital with an infection round her heart. She 
has been hospitalized for an extended period of time and is in 
liver failure. Please pray for Jake, Lizzie and all those caring for 
her. 

 
- Please pray for all those in Illinois and Kentucky killed in the path 
of the tornado.  
- Bernice Zabawski asks for us to continue to pray for her nephew 
Mike Burns who is back in the hospital. Please keep him in your 
prayers as he marked his birthday this last week in the hospital 
while dealing with various health issues. 
 
Joys 
- We celebrate the Angeli Choir trip last week to see Paradise 
Square and the way the entire group was uplifted by their time 
together and the incredible performance! 
- We celebrate the joy that will be shared at today's Advent 
Festival and new traditions and times spent together. 
- Pageant Day was such a joy, thank you t all that participated and 
worked to get it together!  
- Happy anniversary to Todd and Jaclyn Weir on 12/26 and to Liz 
and Dave Swanson on 12/27!  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: 
We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these birthdays… 

1/1 Lyle Shinn; Barrie Shinn 

1/2 Lonn Naudzius 

1/3 Bruce Nelson; Emily Donahue 

1/5 Laurie Honza 

1/8 Jim Pantazi;Julie Black; Oscar Schrimpf 

1/10 Paul Fabisch 

1/12 Barb Zuegel 

1/13 Ian Battaglia; Maggie Weir 

1/14 Rex Parker; Paula Mack 

1/15 Dave Douglass; Bruce Webster; Naomi Siebert  

1/18 Sam Biardo; Linda LeDuc; Luke Goodwin 

1/20 Cooper Larson 

1/22 Johnathan Larson 

1/23 Sharon Kemerer   

1/24 
Marlowe Kidston; Allen Wells; James Meltreger; 
 Marty Sissman 

1/25 Steve Huening; Katie Hill 

1/26 Sophia Mehrabian 

1/27 Eugene Jarvis; Tracy Krahl 

1/28 Stu Rifkind 

  

  

  

  

  



BOARD UPDATE 
By Tom Goodwin and Naomi Siebert 
 
 
Happy New Year, Park Ridge Community Church! We 
are looking forward to an exciting year filled with life-
changing, spirit enriching ministries and events. We 
pray that covid precautions and increased vaccination 
rates will allow us to have a more typical year of in 
person activities. Yet, we are constantly monitoring 
guidance on what’s advisable for everyone’s general 
health and wellness.  We are so thankful for the grace 
and patience demonstrated by this church!  The last 
couple of years have been challenging, and you all 
have been incredible, finding ways to persevere and 
continue to learn, grow, serve, and play! Here are a 
few of the initiatives on the horizon for this new year… 

 
Jazz in January is back! Spearheaded by the Fellowship 
team, this event will create space for beautiful music 
and fun shared, while looking a little different. Tickets 
are already on sale, and the capacity is limited to allow 
for more social distancing. Masks will be required, 
except when eating or drinking.   

 
Staff Job Descriptions are being reexamined by the 
Staff Parish Relations Committee and Executive 
Committee to ensure greater clarity in roles and 
expectations, as well as creating a long-term staffing 
plan to meet the needs of our ever-evolving 
congregation.  

 
Open and Affirming Process continues with the 
leadership of the Board of Directors and assistance 
from the Social Justice Team.  A draft ONA covenant is 
being revised and prepared for dissemination to the 
congregation for input and reactions.  

 
Stewardship and Budgeting for a new year is being 
considered by the Finance team. We are still receiving 
pledges and commitments for 2022, and as those 
totals are shored up, the Finance team will present a 
budget to the Board of Directors (hopefully in January) 
for the next ministry year.  
 

Nominations Committee will begin their work early in 
the new year.  We have a few key positions on the 
Board of Trustees, as well as finding the next Vice 
Chair and some other leadership and committee slots 
to fill.  We hope that our entire congregation will be in 
prayer about the ways God may be calling you to serve 
in the year ahead.  If there’s an area you are feeling 
pulled towards, please reach out to us or to the 
Nominating Committee members or our Pastors to 
share what’s on your heart! 

 
Trustees have signed contracts to begin the Great Hall 
masonry projects in the Spring.  Engineers have been 
retained to help shepherd the work once it begins.  
Our Trustees are working hard to ensure the walls and 
lintels are prepared to withstand many more years to 
come! We anticipate completion of this significant 
project in 2022. 

 
Youth Committee is excited to have so many youth 
and adults already signed up to attend this year’s 
summer mission trip with the Appalachia Service 
Project.  The successes from the Pumpkin Patch 
fundraising have already covered the costs of more 
vans for the additional participants, as well as rising 
gas costs!  

 
Outreach Committee is delivering 65 bags of toiletries 
and handmade knitted items from our Knitting Knights 
to the guests at the Lincoln Park Shelter, and they are 
thrilled to have already surpassed their goal of 30 pairs 
of boots.  In the new year, there will be opportunities 
to engage in new ministries with Exodus World 
Service. The team is excited to find new ways to 
involve our congregation in meeting the needs of 
refugee families and asylum seekers.   

 
We have much to look forward to in the year to come, 
and we are so thankful to be in this with you! If you 
have questions or concerns that we can help address, 
please feel free to reach out any time.  You can email 
leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org and that 
will go directly to our Pastors as well as both of us!  It 
is a joy to be in ministry along with all of you! God is 
good! Happy New Year!  
 
 
 

mailto:leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


STEPHEN MINISTRY MESSAGE 
Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they 

ask me, ‘What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" God said to Moses, "I will be what I will be. This is what you 

are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.'" Exodus 3:13-14   

 

He didn’t want to do it. I mean, he really really didn’t want to do it. He didn’t want to go back to a place he had 

just barely escaped from, risk recriminations from those in charge, speak to people who didn’t trust him, and leave behind 

the comfortable life he had rebuilt for himself. So he came up with a list of objections. The very first one was – as we 

might put it today, “And who are you exactly?” 

 So God says, “I am who I am.” Because written Hebrew doesn’t include any vowels, the consonants combined to 

form “Yahweh.” After Moses, only the High Priest in the temple in Jerusalem knew precisely how to say the name, and 

that knowledge died with the last High Priest when the temple fell. So now, we just guess. 

 Recent scholarship (and my Rabbi friend) posits that what God says to Moses is more accurately translated as “I 

will be what I will be.” The differences between mere verb tenses is mind-boggling. The first, “I am who I am” indicates a 

God that is static, never changing, impervious.  God is the great immutable “I AM.” On the other hand, “I will be what I 

will be” describes a God who is still becoming, beyond a singularity, capable of being relational. Indeed, we have Biblical 

evidence that God did change God’s mind on occasion: God stopped Abraham from sacrificing Isaac; God agreed to spare 

Sodom and Gomorrah if as few as ten righteous men could be found. God has never stopped trying to find ways to 

communicate with creation. 

 So what does it mean to us if the very God in whose image we are made embraces change and growth, and 

continues to expand who (or what) God is. What does it mean to us as people of faith that the God in whom we place our 

trust also places value on what we think, what we need? What does it mean to us as individuals that God is in that same 

exact relationship with each member of our family of faith? 

 As we begin 2022, it appears likely that we are in for a third very difficult year of a world-wide pandemic out of 

our control. After two years, we know that the Christmas promise –  Immanuel,  God with us, the Light shining in the 

darkness – can grow a bit dim as months of limitations,  isolation, and worry drag on. In this country alone, we have lost 

800,000 people, a number approximately the size of the population of Seattle. We grow angry at those who do not see 

things (like mask wearing or vaccinations) the same way we do, and we want things the way they were. Baring that 

happening, and it is becoming clear it won’t ever be exactly the same, we want to control everything else in our lives.  

 We are made in the image of a God who is not static, but rather embraces that which is new. We are made in the 

image of a God who is open to hearing ideas, even those that come from the limited creatures God created. We are made 

in the image of a God who is ever willing to forgive, and who is always willing to found in the moment. But as Moses 

discovered, God also demands that we take risks, learn new things, be willing to go where God leads us. 

 Stephen Ministers answer God’s call, undertake learning something new, and consider being with you a high 

priority. However, they are under no illusions that they can solve all your problems. What they can do is remind you that 

we believe in a God who will be there to meet you wherever you are in your faith journey. Stephen Ministers can never 

promise that things will get better. What they can do is remind you that God understands change and challenges. Stephen 

Ministers do not have a special hot line to God. What they do have is a firm belief 

in the power of prayer, and in a God who will be with you in times of trouble. 

 Start this new year by embracing the concept of a God whose name is “I 

will be what I will be.” Learn something new. Take a risk. Contact Pastor Carol or 

Liz Swanson at 847-823-3164 to discuss what it means to grow into your own 

future. 

 
Anita Rifkind 



WINTER 
NEWS 

 
MENS BREAKFAST 
The time for Men’s Breakfast is 
changing! Now, we will meet on 
Thursdays at 9:00 am. Each week, 
the men of PRCC are invited to 
gather for a time of fellowship and checking in together, 
as we drink coffee or share a pastry. This social gathering 
is held in the church library and also on Zoom.   
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0l
lLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09  
Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399    Passcode: 461091 
 

MEDITATION AND YOGA 
Yoga classes are on pause for January and 
February. Weekly yoga and meditation 
classes will resume on March 7.  
 

ARTS AND DÉCOR  
Arts and Decor is seeking members to join its 
committee. Arts and Decor is responsible for the inside 
aesthetics of the rooms in our church. If interested 
contact the Arts and Decor chair 
at marylynncollentine@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Please reach out with any questions, thank you. 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
Don’t forget to grab your name tag! They’re located at 
the top of the stairs coming up from the Butler Ave. 
entrance and in the Narthex. If you cannot locate your 
tag or you need one, please either fill out the “Need a 
Name Tag” form or let the Church Office know. 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT FORMS 

Your presence and your safety in our building is very 
important to us.  As a community of faith and friends, we 
are interested to know who we might reach out to in case 
of an emergency.  If you would like for us to keep a record 
of someone we can contact, please fill out the following 
form HERE. This is only for PRCC records and will only be 
used for emergency situations. 

 

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 
Mark Your 2022 Calendar! 

Women’s Circle 10 is happy to again host The Spirit of 
Christmas event on Wednesday, November 30, 2022 at 
the Park Ridge Country Club. This event was held in 2017 
and 2019. Plan to get a warm and festive start on the 
Holiday 2022 with friends and enjoy dinner and 
shopping in a lovely setting. More details to follow.  

 
BIBLE STUDY 
OPPORTUNITIES  
 

Tuesday Afternoon 1:30 pm 
All are invited to join in Disciple 2:Into the Word, 
Into the World Bible study on Tuesday afternoons 
from 1:30-3:00 pm. We will meet in the library with 
masks and distance observed. We will finish up our 
studies from the Old Testament on January 11. 
Beginning on January 18, we will begin our 
exploration of Luke and Acts, both of these Biblical 
books being written by the same author!  Pastor 
Carol, Pastor Mollie and others lead this study. All 
are welcome to participate as we read and consider 
the scriptures together and discuss how these 
ancient texts apply to our lives today! 
 
 

Thursday Evening 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Grace Not Perfection:  
embracing SIMPLICITY, celebrating JOY 
Join Jackie Tilles and Katie Reboletti in the Church library as we 
consider this study written by Emily Ley. We will consider 
when we’ve been confronted with our own limitations: we 
cannot do it all! When we hold ourselves to a standard of 
perfection, God invites us to let go of that unrealistic standard 
and instead step into grace.  In this four week video-based 
study, author Emily Ley will share ways she has embraced a 
simpler life, making space to breathe, laugh and grow!  This is 
a great way to start a new year! Come and join us for this new 
study that will correlate to the sermon series! 
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WINTER NEWS  
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

So many members and friends volunteer their time to our 
beloved church.  We are grateful for each and every one of 
them. Some people we see and hear about all the time but 
there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always know 
about all that they do. Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight 
we say thank you to an individual, couple or group for sharing 
their time and talents. This also gives us the opportunity to 
share with members and newcomers a little bit of information 
about what our "generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing 
here at PRCC.  

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 

forms."  
Peter 4:10 

This month we recognize  

Dr. Greg Sarlo 

Greg was pulled into our 
family by Sasha to share his 
beautiful gift of song with us. 
He has been a faithful 
member of the choir for many 
years. After being surrounded 

by care and prayers when his husband Jim was ill and passed 
away, Greg approached the leadership and said, “I need to be a 
member of this church!” He consistently and quietly offered 
ongoing prayers and support, inquiring about how his gifts and 
energy might bless our broader church and community.  In 
2020, when the newly formed Social Justice Committee was 
looking for a co-Chair, Greg stepped forward, and we have 
been blessed! 

Greg has been especially integral in the subgroup to shepherd 
the Open and Affirming process. He was a panelist on one of 
our congregational conversations and has been moderator at 
others. He also has helped organize some of the question-and-
answer times for our congregation, supported Tent Talks, 
written articles for the newsletter, and done a ton of behind 
the scenes work to get PRCC to a point where the Social Justice 
Team can present a draft covenant to the Board of Directors.  

As a Clinical Psychologist, Dr. Sarlo has also been truly a gift to 
our church during this time of transition and unknowns. 
Sharing his expertise, he has facilitated several forums for us to 
talk through our grief and continued struggles because of 
Covid. He recently led a continuing education event for our 
Stephen Ministers, as we began a series on Mental Health and 
the Bible.  

We are so happy that Sasha invited Greg, and his husband-to-
be Danny, into our family. It has truly been a gift of beautiful 
music and impactful conversation. Thank you, Greg!  

 

 

CREATION CARE TEAM 
NEWS 
Happy 2022! Our team continues to meet remotely 
and discuss ways to educate our congregation about 
environmental sustainability. Our next meeting is on 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 7 pm via zoom and 
all are welcome to join us. 
 
Here's what we've been discussing and working on: 

• We continue to work on the idea of moving 
away from disposable dishes and 
silverware and move toward regular use of 
reusable mugs, glasses, silverware and 
dishes that we already have in our kitchen. 

• We want to decrease waste and increase 
proper recycling as well. More education is 
needed to help us achieve these lofty goals 
but we are making small steps and feel 
confident we can do more. 

• We are planning on doing some strategic 
planning with some guidance from Faith in 
Place. 

April 22 is Earth Day and we hope to plan some kind 
of church-wide event to celebrate. 
 
Feel free to contact any one of us if you'd like more 
information or to join our team. 
 
Bill Barsanti, Ginny Jacobson, Karen Nelson, Liz Swanson, 
Bob Mack, Karen Heckmann, Mike Laginess, Jenny 
Sanderson, Sharon Kemerer, and Tricia Williams 

Join ZOOM Meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/99913819672?pwd=dUpLdFZ
1QkZrRkErcWQ4L3NnaVpTdz09  

Meeting ID: 999 1381 9672  Passcode: 795403  
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WINTER 

NEWS 
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ  
AND BEYOND!  
Kindred Spirits Café is open to anyone who has lunch time free each Tuesday!  Come at noon to eat and 
socialize in Jordan Hall.  Please bring your sack lunch and we will provide dessert and beverages.  You are 
welcome to come for Kindred Spirits Cafe and then stay for the afternoon Bible Study.  Please contact Liz 
Swanson for more details.  

1/4 – Happy New Year! – No Kindred Spirits 

1/11 – Celebrating our January birthdays 

1/18 – Special music with our guest Kent Wehman 

1/25 - Bingo 

KNITTING KNIGHTS  
Hearts are the next project!    If you are looking for a little 
winter project that you can make up quickly and share 
some love with our college students as well as our seniors, 
consider making some hearts.  We will be making hearts in 
January to share for Valentine’s Day.  You can also contact 
Liz Swanson for more information and please join us 
Monday 1/10 at 7:00 in the Parlor.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 



A new year brings many new and exciting 

activities for our Sunday School program! We 

are looking forward to being together in the new 

year and growing in our faith! 
 

We will continue to meet for Sunday School 

during the 10:00 am worship service. With the 

weather becoming colder, we have been meeting 

in the Sunday School classrooms. We are using 

the larger classrooms in order to stay socially 

distant and we also have the windows cracked 

open.  This has been working really well over the 

past few weeks and we are delighted to be back 

in the classrooms.  
 

We were overjoyed by the children’s 

performances in the Christmas Pageant. It was 

absolutely wonderful to see our children be able 

to come together and put on such a moving 

performance. They worked so hard and did a 

fantastic job!   
 

While we were certainly disappointed that the 

animals were unable to make it to our Advent 

Festival, we still had a wonderful time 

celebrating the joy of the season 

together.  Families were able to smell and touch 

frankincense and myrrh, make luminaries, 

decorate a banner and take pictures with the 

nativity scene silhouettes. Thank you all for 

coming out and to 

those of you who 

volunteered your 

time and efforts! 

We couldn’t have 

done any of it 

without you.  

  Outreach 

We continue to collect offering from the 

children during Sunday School for our outreach 

projects. Our current outreach projects support 

The Night Ministry. We were able to make our 

first donation and will make another donation in 

January. We are collecting money to purchase 

winter boots for kids which we know is so 

important in Chicago. Children are also invited to 

bring new socks in children or adult sizes. These 

will be given to the homeless through The Night 

Ministry. It is such a joy to spread God’s love 

with some warmth in this cold weather that is 

coming.   

My Bible Class 

My Bible Class is coming up in February for 3rd 

grade students and up! Look for more 

information coming soon. We have chosen to 

delay the start of the My Bible Class to allow 

additional time for families who would prefer to 

be fully vaccinated before attending in person.   

Volunteers 

We are still looking for any adult wanting to have 

the fun and rewarding experience of guiding our 

Children in their faith journey in Sunday School. 

It’s a lot of fun and the schedule can be flexible 

according to your availability. We anticipate the 

need for more teachers soon as the current 

circumstances evolve. Feel free to contact us 

with any questions or suggestions.  

Shelley O’Brien and Morgan Tone 

Co-Directors of Children’s Ministry 

sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

JOIN THE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM 

AT OUR NEXT MEETING:  

January 5th at 7 pm  
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Why I Volunteer with Youth Lead 
By Paula Mack 
 
Participating in PRCC’s confirmation class the past two years was such a blessing! 
Having the opportunity to be in relationship with and mentor the amazing youth 
of our congregation was truly life giving! It was such a wonderful experience that 
I chose to move on with this age group to assist in the new Youth LEAD program. 
Developed and implemented by Pastor Mollie this year, the LEAD Program is 
offered to those who have completed confirmation and to our High School 
students. LEAD is full of real-life application; while studying scripture and learning 
the stories of biblical leaders, our youth are digging deeper into their Christian 
walk and navigating avenues of being thoughtful peers and leaders. 

This rich curriculum allows for the youth to assess and explore their own spiritual gifts. We have had great fun in team 
building exercises and collaborative activities; highlighting the importance of finding value in and utilizing each individual’s 
gifts as an important contribution. 

It is a complete joy working alongside Pastor Mollie, Chris Chandler and the youth of LEAD. I am continually encouraged 
by the PRCC youth who made the decision to be part of this program, for in so many ways, they are genuinely caring for 
each other, the church and the greater community. Witnessing their growth, maturity and understanding of their 
developing call as Christians is, once again, a life-giving experience for me! For this I am very grateful! 
 



New Partnership with Exodus World 
Service! 
 
We are very excited for a new partnership with Exodus World Service!   
 
What is Exodus World Service? 
"Exodus World Service mobilizes the Christian community to welcome and befriend refugees. We do this by educating churches and 
individuals about the plight of refugees, connecting volunteers with refugees through practical service projects, and empowering 
people to be champions for refugees." 
 
How Can I/We Get Involved? 
On January 30th, we will be hosting a Cross Cultural Training for any and all adults and friends at PRCC in Jordan Hall.  We will begin at 
11:30 am with a soup lunch and finish at 2:30 pm.   
 
This training prepares each volunteer to engage with a refugee individual or family in Chicagoland. It offers in-depth learning and 
activities to broaden a volunteer’s understanding of who refugees are and how they get to the United States, as well as what help 
they receive when they arrive. Learn about the culture(s) of many refugees who are arriving and how to navigate cross-cultural 
communication and friendship. After this training, individuals can begin volunteering with the Exodus Neighboring Program to include 
things such as: 
-Socialize with families and individuals 
-Help students with tutoring 
-Help with language learning 
-Help with learning history and actions towards citizenship 
 
On January 9th from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, the Youth will be participating in a Refugee Simulation with Exodus and they also look 
forward to building new connections with fellow Refugee students. 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Laura Lapp or Pastor Mollie! 

 

 

  



OUTREACH 

NEWS 

SERVING AND 
GIVING UPDATES 
 

Thank you to our youth who decorated bags 
containing warm weather items, such as socks, 
hand warmers and handmade hats from the 
Knitting Knights for residents of Lincoln Park 
Community Shelter. These gifts were delivered on 
December 21st.  
 
Two special deliveries of winter coats, blankets, and 
gloves were dropped off for The Bridge Project by 
members of the Community Outreach Committee. 
Thank you to everyone who donated these much 
needed items. 
 
Sunday Night Suppers will be going year-round 
starting in 2022. This means that 15 additional 
dates will be added to the calendar to provide 
meals for struggling families during the summer 
months, too. PRCC supplies meals three or four 
times per year. The approximate cost to provide 
meals for 90 recipients is $750 if catered (as 
required in 2020 and 2021 due to Covid) is about 
$500 if prepared and delivered to the host location, 
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church. If you know of 
another group that would like to provide meals, 
please contact Pastor Amanda at Park Ridge 
Presbyterian Church.  
 
Boots and More Boots! 
We collected 44 pairs of new boots and 8 pairs of 
gently used boots for The Night Ministry, exceeding 
our goal of 30 pairs! Thank you so much for your 
generosity. There is still time to donate men’s (sizes 
8-13) and women’s (sizes 6-11) boots until the final 
delivery is made on January 13th. You may drop 
them off in the Park Place Room at your 
convenience. 

 
Looking Ahead to 2022 
Watch for information about a Vitalant Blood Drive 
coming on Sunday, February 6th. We will need a 
minimum of 20 participants to commit by January 
10th. Please consider volunteering to give the 
precious gift of blood. We will use a Sign Up Genius 
through the PRCC website and will let you know 
when it is open.  
 
We are committed to help pack food at Feed My 
Starving Children on Sunday, March 5th. This event 
will be open to the entire congregation and it’s a 
wonderful opportunity for families (the minimum 
age is 5 years old) to serve others and have fun 
doing it! There will be 65 slots available. More 
information will follow after the first of the year. 
 
We look forward to planning another Baby Shower 
next May. Our recipient will be Exodus World 
Service refugee families.  
 
How blessed we are to be part of such a willing and 
generous community. Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
The Christian Outreach Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

ADVENT SNAPSHOTS 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

100 S. Courtland Ave 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Us: 
847-823-3164 
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

Our Staff:   
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister   pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister  pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Pastor Angie Do, Seminary Student Intern  pastorangie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries  sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Shelley O’Brien, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Morgan Tone, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries  sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services  liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
Jaclyn Weir, Parish Coordinator   office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
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