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“I don’t know what I’d have done without the
church.”

“My faith has gotten me through.”
“I only survived because Jesus carried me.”

“Were it not for the grace of God, I don’t know
where I’d be.”

So many people throughout history have uttered
these phrases and similar sentiments. Many of us
have said the same at different points in our lives.
Pillars of the church have rested on their faith that
God would lead them and future generations. God
has spoken through the scriptures, preachers, and
prophets, continuously leading the people of God
into deeper faith, deeper conviction, deeper understanding of God and God’s purpose. And God is still
speaking.

As we begin another year of ministry, this theme “Rooted in Faith” will guide us as we prayerfully hope that all
our ministries, our events, and our plans will be rooted in faith.  Our preaching and worship series will explore
different tenets of faith (beginning with good and evil). We will go on field trips and bring in guest speakers to
unpack some of the fundamentals of being followers of Jesus.  Our children, youth, and adult education will
focus on helping all of us (no matter what age or stage) engage our faith in new ways.  Our ministers, staff, and
lay leaders will continuously seek God’s direction as we seek to embody the love of Christ through our
activities and projects.  Together, as Park Ridge Community Church, we will learn, grow, serve, and play - all
while remembering that everything we do and everything we are… is rooted in faith.

I am reminded of a conversation with a congregant many years ago, who begged me to shape a youth program
where their students could come and be steeped in the faith, challenged by scriptures, covered in prayer,
taught spiritual disciplines, and reminded that faith was not without cost.  That parent said “My kid doesn’t
need another activity in their calendar or an item on their resume.  What they need is to know God.  What
they need is to know that God has given them unique talents and a calling in the world.  They need to know
who they are as a child of God before life throws them a curveball.”

That happens to be true of all of us.  Our lives are busy. We don’t need a social club or charity to join. What we
do need is the space to get in touch with the Divine, to hear God’s voice, to remember Whose we are, to
deepen our connections to God and with one another - so when life throws us a curveball, we have our faith to
lean on.  How much will you get out of this year? Well, just like I told that parent about their kid - you’ll get as
much as you put into it. I encourage you to dive in, and allow the Spirit full access to your body, mind, and soul
(and your schedule)…and just see the ways our roots go deeper, and grow more fully into the people and the
church God is calling us to be!  I’m thankful to be growing alongside each of you!

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister



WORSHIP
ONLINE & IN-PERSON
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org
8:30 am Garden Worship
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship

August 7 – God’s Messy Family: Promise Maker &
Promise Keeper

Genesis 28:10-22; Genesis 37:12-28
Holy Communion; Baptism at 10 am
Jaclyn Celebration at 9:30 am

August 14 – God’s Messy Family: The Beauty of
Imperfection
Romans 4:16-25; Genesis 45:4-15

August 21 – Rally Day: Rooted in Faith
ONE service at 10 am
Colossians 2:6-7; John 15:1-5
Youth Mission Celebration; Jr. Choir

August 28 - Making Sense of Good & Evil
“Who is Wicked”
Romans 3:9-20; Matthew 7:1-5
Pastor Mollie preaching

RALLY DAY 2022
Typically Rally Day is held on the second Sunday in September,
this year that will be September 11th. In respect for the day,
Staff and Leadership have agreed to move Rally Day to August
21st. We will enjoy Deacon Dogs, activities for the children,
music, and fellowship as we kick off an exciting new time of
ministry!

NURSERY CARE
NEW: THE CHURCH NURSERY WILL BE STAFFED BEGINNING
ON RALLY DAY. Help us spread the news that this is available
for families with infants and toddlers.  Thank you to our Staff
Parish Relations Committee for finding reliable care providers!

COFFEE HOUR
Coffee Hour will begin again on September 11th! WE
ARE CREATING A NEW COFFEE HOUR TEAM!! PLEASE
CONTACT PASTOR CAROL OR NAOMI SIEBERT TO JOIN
THE TEAM! Hosts provide simple snacks with a gluten
free option after the 10 am service, as well as help with
set up and clean up. This fall Coffee Hour will be going
paper cup free! Thank you to the Creation Care Team
and the Trustees for collaborating together to install a
new dishwasher. This will provide us with the ease of
simply filling one load and leaving it - reducing our
overall waste. Please bring your own coffee cup or pick
from our collection of mugs!

WAYS TO WORSHIP
You are invited to worship with us online via our Livestream
Service or in-person at 8:30 or 10 am. The Livestream service
is accessible on the church website, Facebook page, and
YouTube channel for viewing live or anytime thereafter. The
8:30 am service will be held outside on the Prospect side
lawn until Labor Day, weather permitting. Congregants are
welcome to wear masks and invited to sit at a distance from
other congregants.  If you feel unwell, please enjoy worship
via the Livestream.

HOLY COMMUNION
On Sunday, August 7, we will receive communion by
intinction. If you are watching from home, please take some
time before worship to gather some bread and juice or wine.
If you would prefer a pre-packaged wafer and juice, we will
deliver it to you, upon request!

WAYS TO GIVE:
Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains vitally
important to keeping our building operating, our staff paid,
and our ministries active! Thank you for your ongoing
support.  Just a reminder of the ways you can submit your
financial contributions:

- Drop off or mail a check to: 100 Courtland Ave. Park 
Ridge, IL 60068

- Sign up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 
account.

- Give through the Zelle app or Quickpay. Enter the 
email address:

giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

NOTE: We have updated our information with Zelle, 
which means you may have to add PRCC as a 
recipient, even if you’ve already contributed before.

- Give electronically through PayPal on our website

(When using PayPal, please make PRCC your “friends 
and family”.)

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/online-donations


OUR PRAYER
MINISTRY
Prayer is a faithful and meaningful way we care for each
other.  We pray as the Spirit leads us for immediate needs
such as those included in our Sunday worship time and we
pray for those with longer term needs.  No matter the
content or type of prayer, our hearts are rooted in God’s
love in all our celebrations and challenges. To stay current
with our prayers, we will be refreshing the names on our
long-term prayer list. Please reach out to Liz Swanson if
you would like your loved one to stay on this list or if you
have a prayer concern you would like to add.  We will begin
a new prayer list starting in September and want to be sure
to include those on your heart.

Continue to include in your prayers all those on our prayer
ministry list: Laura Beaudine, Heather Cannon, Jon
Forsythe, Edith E. Hurlburt, Tom Kapolnek, Candace
Kidston, Walter and Christina Kotecki, Geri LeDuc, Tracy
McKenzie, Dean Muenzer, Lurana Nelson, Leo Netko, Brian
Stevens, Ann Stutts, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, Kate
Zoellner.

We also keep in our prayers the following June and July
requests:

Life in the Resurrection
-Sheila Blackburn asks us to pray for the family of Dawn Thrall as
they grieve Dawn's loss after a battle with cancer.
- Please hold in your prayers the family & friends of Bob Garcia,
cousin of Winnie Ericksen, who entered life in the resurrection on
6/3.
-We hold in our prayers the family & friends of Lois Stuewart who
entered life in the resurrection this past week after a long battle
with cancer.
-We hold in our prayers the family and friends of Robin Reeves,
Barb Madro’s cousin who entered life in the resurrection 6/17.
-We hold in our prayers the family and friends of Richard
Crockett, Candace's father who entered life in the resurrection on
6/14.
- We pray for Sue's family and friends as her brother in law Tim
entered life in the resurrection this week after a battle with
mesothelioma.
- We pray for the friends and family of Chris Chandler’s friend Jeff
and his family after the sudden and tragic loss of his 20 year old
son.
- We hold in our prayers the family and friends of Jack Ryan who
entered life in the resurrection.
- Kym Dohnke asks us to pray for her friend Annie as she grieves
the loss of her father.
- We pray for Alexia Salamone and family as Alexia's great Aunt
Teri entered life in the resurrection.

- We hold the family and friends of Lois Weihs, dear friend of
Luan, who entered life in the resurrection on Friday, July 8.

Healing and Recovery
- Sharon Kemerer celebrates that baby Olivia's tumor was benign,
and she is home healing and gaining weight.
-We hold Dean Whitford in our prayers as he holds steady but
remains weak.
- We give thanks that Bruce Nelson is home and pray for his
healing and progress.
-Please pray for the Gramigna family whose son's surgery did not
go as planned and will require more time in the hospital as well
as additional surgeries.
-We hold the victims of the Bristol Court fire in our prayers as
they sort through the logistical details of setting up new homes.
-Susan Allen asks for prayers for Matt Allen as he recovers from
surgery.
-Please pray for Nancy as she recovers from a lengthy and
complicated surgery.
- Elaine Zabawski asks us to pray for Bernice as she travels to
attend her cousin's memorial service.  We pray for those
mourning the loss of Bob Melchi and for Bernice's health as she
travels.
- We hold in our prayers members of Lois Zitoli’s family as they
support a young couple who are navigating the demands of a
newborn while also treating mental health issues.
-Kym Dohnke asks us to include her step mom in our prayers as
she is in the hospital unable to walk.
- Katie and Keith Reboletti ask us to hold in our prayers their
niece Rachel who is only 12 and suffering from ulcerative colitis.
- Dave and Gretchen Kapolnek ask us to hold sister-in law
Marianne in prayer as she recovers from a heart attack this past
week.
-We pray for Ryan McGuffey's mom who has tested positive for
covid.
- We celebrate that Bob Tamburrino has returned home and is
healing.
- Charlie Giera has requested prayers for his sister in law’s father
as he faces a serious illness.
- Jackie Tilles asks us to hold Gabriela and husband Armando in
prayer.
- Please pray for Bruce Nelson  as he continues with health issues
and upcoming medical tests.  We also hold Karen in our prayers
as she cares for him.
- Karen Nelson asks for prayer for healing from a twisted ankle
which is causing her a lot of pain.
- Berty Stevens asks us to pray for her nephew Brian who is
undergoing treatment for a brain tumor.
- We pray for Aimee's mom Martha as she recovers from an
infection and deals with multiple health challenges.
- Please hold Bob Sandnes in your prayers as he is slowing down
and waiting for more cardiac testing.  We also hold Marilyn in our
prayers as she cares for him.
- We pray for Greg Sarlo as he heals from knee replacement
surgery and some additional complications.
- We pray for those in our congregation and beyond who are
suffering from Covid.
- Pray for Nancy Skoog  as she heals, for increased energy and



stamina.
- Lisa Irwin asks us to continue to hold her son Joe in our prayers
as he is still in the hospital recovering from emergency surgery.
- Angie Pappassavas asks us to hold her mother in prayer who
had a fall, ended up testing positive for covid and is in the
hospital.
- Grace Curtis asks us to continue to pray for Evan as his cancer
treatment is negatively affecting his hips and now shoulder.  He
will need shoulder surgery in September.
- Sarah asks for prayer for her friend Tim who is seeking
treatment for the disease of alcoholism.
- We pray for Linda's son Clarke, that he would find strength,
peace, and faith to deal with all that life has handed to him.
- We pray for those experiencing anniversaries of the loss of
loved ones and those wrestling with ongoing grief.
- We also pray for Sarah's friend Meghan who was recently
diagnosed with brain tumors and medical complications.
- Please pray for Jeanne Wells who is now home from a brief stay
in the hospital following a medical procedure this week.
- We pray for someone's friend who has recently been diagnosed
with terminal cancer.
- Please pray for Adrian Hill as he recovers from surgery on his
knee.
- We pray for Karen's friend Greg, as he recovers from open heart
surgery and Diane as she cares for him.
- We pray for Barb Madro's coworker Eileen who was just
diagnosed with colon cancer.

Joys
- We celebrate with the Klimmeck family as Michael and Jake
were married in June!
-We rejoiced in the wedding of Greg Sarlo and Danny Brewer
which was held at PRCC on June 5th.
- We praise God for the leaders assuming new roles of ministry
and give thanks for the ministry of those who have concluded
their terms.
- Sally & Tim Mauery offer prayers of thanksgiving and hope for
Caroline, who after years of personal struggle is thriving at school
and is about to start a part time job.
-Dave and Gretchen Kapolnek share the joy of their son Greg’s
wedding to Amanda!
- We celebrate that Charlie and Kym exchanged wedding vows on
July 8.
- We celebrate the marriage of Darcy and Ab Octaviano on July
16th!
- We celebrate the engagement of the Websters' daughter Cali.
-We celebrate the ministry of Solid Rock carpenters and the work
accomplished, even on a rainy day.
- What a joy to celebrate Pastor Carol’s birthday on 6/29 and the
support of this church .
- We celebrate the births of Jon and Elizabeth Woo’s twins, Penny
and Olivia Woo and Leena Swanson’s daughter, Zoe Blocker, all
born on Friday, July 8.
- Teri B. shared a joy that her nephews' family was able to adopt
the son they have been raising for a number of years.
- We celebrate those recovering from Covid including our own
Pastor Carol and Pastor Mollie.
- We celebrate the Naudzius-Moriarty family celebrating 30 years
and the Webers celebrating 24 years of marriage! Happy

Anniversaries!
- We pray in gratitude for Kym Dohnke's good doctors
appointment and the news that nothing is seriously wrong with
her back & neck and Kym received an achieved recognition at
work.
-We celebrate that Pastor Mollie has returned from vacation and
we give thanks for the restoration experienced through times of
sabbath.

General Prayers
-We pray for Leigh Sassers’ parents, Peggy & Paul as they adjust
to moving close to family.
- Gina Marie S. would like us to hold in our prayers friends who
are engaged in an immigration struggle.
- We pray for our police and firefighters who are called upon to
assist in times of strife, we pray for their presence of mind and
diligence as they serve our communities.
- We pray for this nation so gripped by violence, hounded by
fears, and turning away from one another rather than offering
compassion and care.
.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate and pray God’s blessing upon these
birthdays…

8/1 Marylynn Collentine

8/4 Jay Crowley

8/6 Evan Bayley

8/8 Terry Krahl

8/9 Denise Steele

8/12 Chloe Sanderson

8/13 Liz Swanson

8/13 Theo Pomeroy

8/16 Zach Nelson; Carrie Plach

8/17 Grace Taglia; Alex Biardo

8/18 Amanda Black; Aria Geye

8/21 Pete Meunzer; Jim Meunzer; Carla Prado; Taylor
Crowley; Kelly Mack

8/22 Scott Larson; Justin McCarty; Paul Rauch

8/23 Archer Geye

8/25 Bill Scharringhausen

8/26 Max Chandler

8/27 Jan Steiner; Angie Papassavas

8/28 Dean Whitford; Leena Swanson; Owen Froeschle

8/29 Bob Mack

8/31 Andrea Goodwin



BOARD UPDATE
By Naomi Siebert and Dan Smith

How can it possibly be August already?  These summer months are flying by and we are looking with much joy and

anticipation to starting our Fall programming. We are grateful to each of you that took the time to complete the ministry

survey and share your honest input with us so that we can offer worship experiences, Biblical and other studies and

service events that speak to your heart and warm your soul.  We will work with the Board of Directors, Ministers and

staff to comb through the input given, but you can see a sneak peek on the next page!

The Executive Team and Board of Directors will resume meeting on August 16, 2022 to map out our calendar and begin

to discuss goals for our leadership direction for the coming year.  We are planning on convening the Board monthly in the

upcoming year to allow for greater communication and collaboration in our leadership of this incredible congregation.

A huge shout to all who helped orchestrate and participate in these amazing events in June and July:

Pastor Carol’s 40th Birthday Bash was a wonderful evening filled with great southern favorites, amazing music and

stories from her beloved family, church family and dear friends.  It was also a huge fundraiser for PRCC and raised

over $17,000. Thank you for everything you did to make this evening possible!

Thank you to all of our Gardening Angels who stepped up to beautify the grounds around our church building and

remove all of those hardy weeds that had taken over.  It truly was a labor of love and the young and the young at

heart all lended their helping hands!

The Youth Mission Trip team of 26 Youth and 12 adults, under Pastor Mollie’s leadership, spent a wonderful week in

Hazzard County, Kentucky.  Despite the intense heat, they worked on many difficult projects and connected with the

homeowners that they were blessed to serve.  We look forward to hearing from a few members of the team on Rally

Sunday, August 21.

Summer Bible study moved to Pastor’s Carol’s backyard for the month of July where over a dozen folks gathered each

Wednesday evening to dive further into God’s messy family.  The adults studied while the children swam. Fun was

had by all!

We are in need of some innovative folks who would like to spearhead our Coffee for the Congregation initiative which

will help streamline the Sunday morning coffee fellowship time.  This particular ministry is no longer sustainable by our

Welcome and Membership Committee, who is busy greeting and connecting with folks before and after service.  We

would love to hear from you if you are interested in leading or being part of this vital fellowship component of our

Sunday mornings. Training will be provided! Please email us if you are willing to help!

We would like to extend a heartfelt invitation to all of you who desire to be more connected to consider one of the many

opportunities for learning and growing here at PRCC.  There is nothing more fulfilling than learning, growing, serving and

playing with other members of our church family.  Please reach out to us at leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org,

if you need help getting plugged in.

We are humbled to be serving in this family of faith and would love to help in any way we can.

mailto:leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


And the Survey Says…
On July 4, PRCC sent out a survey to the church email list of 349 individuals…and we had

108 responses!! That’s a 31% participation rate!!!
Here’s some of what we learned…

WHO PARTICIPATED:
● 108 individuals responded
● 60 shared contact information & 48 anonymous
● 69 active members; 23 less active members; 7 regular participants; 2 visitors
● 19 individuals with children and/or volunteer with children’s ministry
● 21 individuals with youth and/or volunteer with youth ministry
● 82 individuals with neither youth or children at home nor volunteer w/them

Weighted
Score:

4.29

4.50

4.35

4.39

4.27

4.52

3.98

4.46

4.29

4.32

4.36

4.51

A Few Ideas:
Grow opportunities for families and children (especially youth)... Ongoing communication is key…more
outreach to members who are not attending…offer different worship styles…more traditional

elements…shorter sermons…add 15 minutes to worship…Marriage ministry is important…more social justice efforts…keep loud,
non classical music out of the service…mention opportunities to volunteer in announcements…improve our physical appearance on
the outside (landscaping, gardening, etc)...get back to roots of being a congregationally led church…mix of social and religious
events…increase young adult engagement…diversity of men and women in the pulpit…air conditioning would be nice…make sure
our primary focus is on our individual and corporate commitment to Jesus Christ…caring for the earth is a part of the work…let
people know how great our church is…I found the grief series to be valuable…I would like the mission spelled out…AND MORE!!

…Our leadership team will continue to dissect, absorb, and
incorporate your feedback! Thank you for sharing your hearts!



STEPHEN
MINISTRY
MESSAGE

Jesus said, "It is I who am the light over all. It is I who am
the entirety: it is from me that the entirety has come, and
to me that the entirety goes. Split a piece of wood: I am

there. Lift a stone, and you will find me there.

Gospel of Thomas #77 (Layton)

The Gospel of Thomas is among the earliest Christian
writings ever discovered. It is part of the Nag Hammadi, a
group of Gnostic Christian texts that have shed new light
on early Christianity. Saying #77, quoted above, should feel
familiar to us because of similar language in a variety of
New Testament writings, from the first chapter of John to
Colossians 3:11, which says that in the new creation, “...
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but
Christ is all and in all!”

And yet, some days it feels very much like God can’t be
found anywhere – not in splinter of wood,  not under a
rock, not even at a monastery.

Mt. Athos is a Greek Orthodox monastery that sits on a
peninsula in northeastern Greece. Actually it’s a collection
of about 20 monasteries; the first collection of monks to
live together there can be dated to 800 C.E., or before.
Except for cats, no female animals of any kind are allowed
on the peninsula, not even to visit. Although women are
not specifically prohibited by the charter, and apparently in
an attempt to avoid saying that women are “female
animals,” the gentlemen in charge point out that
monasteries do not allow women as a matter of definition.
Therefore, the point is moot.

This is particularly egregious because: 1. The foundations
of the monastery rely on the Mt. Athos having been
chosen by the Virgin Mary herself. (Mary and John the
Evangelist were shipwrecked there while out searching for
Lazarus. It’s a long story)  2. There are no restrictions on
who may purchase items from the gift shop (on-line of
course). And 3.  Vladimir Putin has been there at least
twice.

Well, I’m still a fan of John Chryssavgis, a Greek Orthodox
theologian, despite having begun his priesthood on Mt.
Athos. He remains a spokesman for what we like to call

“Creation Care,” and has recently spoken out against
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. But there is, it seems to me, a
rather large disconnect between finding God’s presence in
every splinter of wood and under every rock, but not
apparently in ALL of God’s creation.

In fairness, what it boils down to is this: every Christian
must make choices about what being a person of faith
means to them. And we each must make those choices
over and over again. Every new day presents new choices.
Are we willing to see God’s spirit in the face of a teenager
trying to identify who they are? Do we stand up against
the powerful on behalf of the powerless? Even when we
don’t expect to find God under a rock, do we lift it
anyway? Do we intentionally look for Jesus in the face of
those who need us?

I hope I do that. Lamentably, I can only “hope” to do that
because the choices are hard, and sometimes it is easier to
obfuscate, delay, ignore. (Paul’s lament in Romans, Chapter
7 springs to mind.)

Fortunately, I am comforted by knowing some people
whose goal it is to make the hard choice to be a Christian
over and over again. Each of you.  Yes, that’s what I said.
Each of you. It is what makes us a family of faith. It is what
binds us together despite the fact that we sometimes see
things differently, move at different speeds, and
sometimes even get a little snarky with each other. Having
the common goal to live our faith together forms the
foundation of our Stephen Ministry program.

We cannot always guarantee that our choices will impact
the world in a positive way, although we know that God
always will use us for God’s purpose. But we can be there
for each other as we face those tough choices, as we live
through days when God’s presence and purpose may be
hard to find in the splinters of our lives. But as Christians,
we Stephen Ministers chose to be there for you if you need
us. Contact Pastor Carol or Liz Swanson at 847‑823‑3164 to
discuss whether the program is right for you and your
circumstances.

Perhaps being a Stephen Minister is a choice you would
like to make? We are planning a new training class for
January 2023. Talk to any Stephen Leader or Stephen
Minister to find out more of what that entails. Stephen
Leaders include Liz Swanson, Katie Reboletti, Ginny Feurer,
Jan Steiner, and me.

Contact Pastor Carol or Liz Swanson at 847‑823‑3164, or
talk to any Stephen Minister you encounter to hear what
sharing God’s love and hope can mean for you – indeed,
for all of us as Easter people.



SUMMER NEWS
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our beloved
church.  We are grateful for each and every one of them. Some people
we see and hear about all the time but there are others behind the
scenes and we don’t always know about all that they do. Each month
in our Volunteer Spotlight we say thank you to an individual, couple or
group for sharing their time and talents. This also gives us the
opportunity to share with members and newcomers a little bit of
information about what our "generous stewards of God's gifts" are doing here at PRCC. 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms."
Peter 4:10

This month we recognize
Laura Sissman

Laura and her husband Marty have been members of PRCC for 25 years! During that time, Laura has dedicated her time and love in
countless ways to our Church Family.

Laura currently serves as an Usher, helping to welcome everyone on Sunday mornings. Her most pivotal role though was in 2018
when she moved from being the Co-Chair of the Congregation to Chair of the Congregation. Laura served during a very important
time in the life of our Church, when Pastor Carol was called and appointed as Senior Minister. Laura was a true leader, bringing a calm
to a time when things weren’t always that way. We were so thankful for her leadership during that time and were happy for her
when it was time for her to move into a less demanding role.

We are so grateful for Laura and her family’s presence here at PRCC - especially her amazing mother, Judy who we miss dearly. Laura
continues to show up at events and finds ways of helping. Re-stocking, bringing out food for events, or welcoming someone new.
Thank you Laura, for making PRCC your home and for allowing us to be a part of your extended family!

FAITH DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (Christian Ed)
will meet Sunday, August 7 at 2 pm - ALL ARE WELCOME!!

I am grateful and sincere in my appreciation for PRCC.  My wife, Julie and I were in need of and searching for a faith
community where we could be both nurtured and challenged as followers of Jesus. We feel we have found this and have
a place in “God’s Messy Family” with you all.

Now I have said “yes” to lead the Faith Development Committee and I hope to play a role in bringing more of our love
and questions to God. I trust in the ways a community of faith interacts to find new pathways of Christian understanding
and activity.

Thank you to the Church Leaders who created the Church Survey and all who have participated – these will offer some
personal contact and insights toward meeting the needs and aspirations of our wide-ranging church family.

Julie and I were most recently United Methodist, but Julie grew up at a “Community Church” and I was nurtured and
taught by the Presbyterians. We can see that we have already been blessed by the variety of faith backgrounds that are
found in our new place of worship and growth.

So, one more “thank you” to all the people who were here before us and who have created welcome in so many ways!
We see God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit in this place.  And we join you in ministry with glad hearts.

Sue Laurie, Chair of Faith Development Committee



SUMMER NEWS
JUNIOR CHOIR CAMP
Join us for a “Choir Camp” for our kids. For 2 hours a day they will learn about singing (both in choir and solo), reading
music, performance techniques, show choir movements, stage presence and acting skills. The days will consist of
warm-ups, sectionals, music and acting direction, skill/team building games and full group rehearsals. Each day includes
a break half way through with a snack for each child. At the end of the week there will be a free concert for families and
friends to attend and see the results of our hard work.

August 15th - 19th from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm. (the final session will conclude with a short concert at 5 pm).

Students (entering) 2nd grade through those entering 6th grade in the fall. Friends from other schools and other
churches are most welcome!

$100 per child (scholarships available, if needed please speak to Sasha)

Cash or checks made out to PRCC,  please put Junior Choir Camp in the memo and give to Sasha.

What’s included in the cost?: Five days of fabulous music instruction, a PRCC Choir camp t-shirt, daily snacks, a music

folder, all sheet music and materials needed.

Please let me know if you have any questions. The best way to reach me is either by cell phone 312-560-1072 or email
sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. You can REGISTER HERE!

CREATION CARE NEWS
Thank you to the trustees for purchasing and installing a residential size dishwasher in the kitchen. We are on our way to
reducing the use of disposable dishes at church, especially for small groups. We encourage small groups to use
non-disposable coffee mugs, plates, silverware, etc. for your in-person meetings and then load up the dishwasher and
run it afterwards.
Note to all: you may find the dishwasher with full and clean
dishes and have to unload it (kind of like at home) but we're
hoping we can all work together to be more environmentally
friendly here at our church home.

Got questions or have ideas for our team? Reach out to any
one of us - we're all in the church directory.
Tricia Williams, Liz Swanson, Bill Barsanti, Bob Mack, Karen
Nelson, Karen Heckmann, Mike Laginess, Jenny Sanderson

mailto:sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTTemWX0p-eclgBeWJDyleMP9tIuD79aQf-2Q8_9tEOR2qRg/viewform


THANK YOU!
Jaclyn Weir

I’ve been able to speak with many of you individually about leaving the Parish

Coordinator position. I know it came as somewhat of a surprise, honestly, it was a

surprise to me as well. I knew one day I would have to move on from here in some

way, and the timing just felt right. Although it did seem like quite a curveball to throw,

especially after Liz’s plans to retire.

Pulling into this parking lot back in 2017, I was so nervous and also so confused as to

which door to go into. I remember getting a tour around this building and being so

overwhelmed that I was never going to figure it out. Now I feel like I can walk this

building in my sleep after the countless days and nights I’ve spent roaming these

hallways.

I’ve often said this place has been my sanctuary, a place of peace. Everyone always

laughed since I came here during a lot of changes but I was in the middle of so much

as well, we all fit perfectly together. When I began this job, I was almost 6 months

pregnant and had just moved across the country, living in temporary housing - a one

bedroom apartment with our two 50 pound dogs! So, coming here each day was a

time for me to focus in, do what I was good at, and have a little sanctuary from the

chaos of transition my family was in.

We’ve been through so much here together since my first day - all of which have been so gracefully met by our amazing staff and

congregation. I am confident that this next chapter will open the door to something even more amazing! I remain so humbled by the

Staff, Leadership, and Congregation for how much they have blessed my family over the last five years. I have loved every second of

being here and will remain a part of this family as I continue into my next adventure. When I talk about this Church, I am always

beaming, I am so proud of us and what we represent, we truly walk the walk and it is so incredible! Thank you from the bottom of

my heart for allowing me to serve you, learn and grow, and raise my little family within this amazing community.

Our Staff Parish Relations Committee

invites you to join them for a

“Thank you, Jaclyn” Celebration
Sunday, August 7th at 9:30 am

(in between services)

in Jordan Hall A love offering is being collected

to give to Jaclyn on behalf of our

entire congregation and staff as a

symbol of our love and gratitude

for the patience, care, and

Christ-like love Jaclyn has shown

to everyone who has entered the

office in the past five years.

Thank you, Jaclyn! We love you

and wish you all the best!



WELCOME ERIN!
Erin Henke is a fourth-generation Montanan who has

a great love for organization and office administration,

as well as providing and participating in music. A

collaborative pianist by trade, Erin has over 15 years of

experience in collaborative music in both piano and

voice and 3 years of experience in office

administration. She strives to equally integrate both

interests into her profession.

As an administrator, Erin most recently worked as the

office administrator for First Baptist Church of Nashua

in Nashua, NH, and currently works remotely as the

Administrator and Communications Director for The

Conference of Baptist Ministers in Massachusetts, and

The Center for Career Development and Ministry in

Nashua, NH. Erin has previously worked for the

Warren Miller Performing Arts Center in Big Sky, MT as the Artist Residency Coordinator for their summer

programs. Erin thoroughly enjoys organization and office work as her correlating career to her work as a

musician.

Erin holds a Master of Music in Collaborative Piano from Longy School of Music of Bard College in Cambridge,

MA. Erin received a Bachelor of Arts in Music, a minor in German, and an Honors Baccalaureate from Montana

State University in Bozeman, where she studied both piano and voice.

In her free time, Erin enjoys hiking in the mountains, doing puzzles with a cup of hot tea, watching true crime

documentaries with her husband, Logan, and hanging out with her cat, Barbara.

Erin will begin working as our Parish Coordinator on

Monday,  August 8th and will spend that first week training.

Please stop by the office, introduce yourself,

and welcome Erin to Chicago and our congregation!



SUMMER

NEWS
KINDRED SPIRITS CAFÉ
AND BEYOND!
Kindred Spirits Café is a time to catch up with each

other and have some fun.  As you can see from the

schedule below, we will have some pop in time, time

with the youth and then back to our regular time in

Jordan Hall.  Please save each Tuesday at noon to

come to PRCC for food and fun.  Please reach out to

Liz Swanson for more information and details.  Here’s

our August schedule:

8/2 – Fun and Games with the Youth!

8/9 – Birthday Bash; Pop into the Park Place Room for

Nothing Bundt Cake

8/16 – National Tell a Joke Day; Pop in to hear a good

joke

8/23 – Rally Back with food and Music

8/30 – Bingo!

WELCOMING/MEMBERSHIP
Sue Douglass, Sara Born, and the Welcoming &
Membership Committee would love to help you get
connected! Not a member yet, but want to be? Let us
know! We are hoping to have several folks join soon!
sara.born@hotmail.com suedouglass@hotmail.com

SAVE THE DATE
In conjunction with a Worship Series

on Good and Evil, we will have a

church outing to see the Broadway

performance of Wicked after service

on October 2nd! We only have a couple

of seats remaining. Contact the

church office to reserve your space.

Tickets cost $137 each and checks

should be payable to PRCC.

KNITTING KNIGHTS
The Knitting Knights are energized and continuing to
transform our wall of yarn into useful items!  Our time
together not only knits yarn into usable items but it
also knits our hearts to each other.  We will continue
with our fall project and will meet in August on
Saturday 8/27 for a fun time in Glen Ellyn at the Yarn
Fest!  Please join us for a little outing of inspiration
and lunch.  Reach out to Liz Swanson for more
information, for any supplies or project details!

MENS BREAKFAST
All are welcome on Thursdays at
9:00 am. Each week, the men of
PRCC are invited to gather for a
time of fellowship and checking in
together. This social gathering is held in the church library
and also on Zoom.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLz
k0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09
Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399    Passcode: 461091

MUSIC AND ICE CREAM
SOCIAL
Senior Contact is serving up Ice Cream Sundaes and Root Beer
Floats again on Friday 8/19.  Everyone is invited to listen to the
Junior Choir Camp concert in the sanctuary at 5:00 pm on Friday
8/19 and then stay for some sweet treats.  Let us know if you’d
need a ride to church to be a part of this fun event.

mailto:sara.born@hotmail.com
mailto:suedouglass@hotmail.com


Summer Offerings for Children
We hope that everyone has been enjoying their

summer! Don’t forget to look for our Buckets of

Blessings each week during Worship.

Our next meeting will be on August 7th! This will

be a low-key time for kids to visit and reconnect

with one another. We will have relay races and

pizza at church from 11:30-1:00.

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School was an amazing experience! The children learned all about how we can

take care of God’s creation, Earth! THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered, cooked, taught,

helped to set up, led classes and everything in between. We had a blast and we hope you did,

too! Here are some photos from our week! We can’t wait until next year!

2022-2023 Volunteers Needed

Have you been sitting around wondering how you could make your life more fun and fulfilling? Do

you need a little more excitement in your Sunday mornings? Well, I am so happy to tell  you, we

have opportunities for you. Sunday School will be back in full swing just like in the old days

(Pre-2020). We are expecting a big turnout and we are going to need a lot of help. You may have

taught Sunday School in the past and loved it, or maybe you just saw all that happy positive

energy on Sunday mornings and wanted to be a part of it. Either way, you are all welcome to

come and join in the fun for the upcoming 2022-2023 school year. You do not need a degree,

experience, or to come up with your own ideas. You just need to be willing to give of your time

and share your wonderful personality with the awesome kids of PRCC. We will prepare all of the

lessons and have the activities ready and laid out in the classroom. You will get the lesson

emailed to you ahead of time so that you can read it over and know what will be happening. The

hope is that there are 2-3 teachers per grade level, so you would only have to teach every other

or every 3rd week. If this sounds like something you would be interested in or think of someone

who might enjoy it, please contact Shelley and Morgan. We can answer any questions and share a

bit more about what we do. Enjoy the rest of summer!



Children’s Ministry Team

Over the past year, we have developed the Children’s Ministry Team.  We meet once per month

and plan and brainstorm new activities for the children and families of PRCC. If this is

something that you would like to be involved in, please contact Morgan or Shelley! Our next

meeting is Wednesday, August 3rd. We would love to have you!

Shelley O’Brien and Morgan Tone

Co-Directors of Children’s Ministry

sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

mailto:sundayschool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


PRCC Family Camp 2022
Experience life-changing fun with your

family!
ALL ARE WELCOME! Families, couples or

individuals are all a part of our family at

PRCC!

Please register by .Aug 31, 2022

When?

Arrival 7:00 PM Friday, September

23rd

Departure 11:00 AM Sunday,

September 25th

Where? YMCA Camp Duncan

● Northern IL; 1 hour north of Chicago,

1 hour south of Milwaukee (30 minutes

west of Gurnee)

● Located on Fish Lake

● 300 acres of woodlands, open fields,

rolling hills, and nature trails

● Modern bathroom facilities

Cost $89.50 per person if arriving on

Saturday+add $22 per person if arriving on

Friday evening

Tentative Camp Schedule

Friday, September 23

7:00 pm    Check-In Begins (Dinner on

your own)

8:00 pm Scavenger Hunt

8:30 pm    Bonfire

Saturday,  September 24

8:00am    Breakfast

9:00am    Group Devotion

9:15am  Group Activity

10:30am  Free Time

12:00pm  Lunch

1:00pm  Adventure Activities

(examples: boating, ropes course)

3:00pm  Free Time

5:30pm  Dinner

7:00pm  Star Lab

8:00pm  CampFire Sing-along

Activities: (Times TBD, subject to change)

Self-led activities include:

● Ga ga, 4 Square, Volleyball, Frisbee Golf,

Soccer, Basketball, Hiking, Playground

Sunday, September 25

8:00am  Breakfast

9:00 am  Worship

10:00am Clean up and Pack up

Check out of cabins by 11:00 AM









OUTREACH

NEWS
OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE AND SERVE

LOVING LUNCHES
Sign Up Genius dates are now
available for all Loving Lunches
dates between June and
December 2022. There are
THREE WAYS TO HELP:

1. Volunteer to help pack 160 sack
lunches for homeless Chicago
residents during the Sunday
Coffee Hour on our designated
dates (2nd Sunday of the month).

2. Purchase items for the sack
lunches, such as juice boxes,
protein bars, chips, cookies or
ziplock bags and drop them off
in the Park Place Room.

3. Send a monetary donation or
grocery store gift cards to assist
with essential perishables of
fresh fruit, bread, lunch meat
and cheese for the sack
lunches. * *Drop off/mail to the
PRCC office marked Loving
Lunches

Please use the Sign Up Genius or
contact Paula Mack if you would
like to help our newest outreach
partner and local non-profit.

LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SERVICES 
We will prepare a meal in the PRCC 
Kitchen to serve 35 people at Lincoln Park 
Shelter. Our assigned date is always the 
first Thursday of the month. Meal 
prep/cooking will start at 11:30 am and 
finish around 1:30 pm If you can assist 
with meal preparation, please use the 
Sign Up Genius for either August 4 or 
September 1 the PRCC website under 
SERVE/OUTREACH or contact Luan 
Zoellner at lzoellner@ameritech.net or 
(847) 525-8353.

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPER
Help us prepare and serve a meal to feed
120 individuals struggling with food
insecurity at Park Ridge Presbyterian
Church.  Click on the dates to sign up:
November 20, 2022, February 5, 2023
and May 21, 2023. Anyone 13 years or
older can volunteer.

EXODUS FAMILY WELCOMED
We are delighted to report that in early June, we 
delivered the household items collected and helped 
set up an apartment for the Hernandez family from 
Guatemala.  They are an extended family of nine –
mom and dad, 4 young adults and 3 children.   We 
thank all of you who purchased household items 
and donated the additional cash we needed to 
purchase enough linens, pillows, towels, silverware, 
plates, glasses, etc. for such a large family.   We are 
overwhelmed by your generosity.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-sunday34
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-sunday35
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-sunday36
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-lincoln19
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-lincoln20


SAVE THE DATE!

Folk Concert - September 10th at Park Ridge Community Church
Claudia Schmidt brings her exuberant music to Park Ridge, Illinois! With her multi-octave voice, 12
string guitar and mountain dulcimer, she weaves together song, story and spoken word in a
one-of-a-kind presentation that will fill your heart and refresh your soul. She began her musical
adventure in Chicago, and after almost 50 years on the road she is as strong as ever, performing,
writing and expressing wonder and amazement at the world and we creatures who inhabit it. CLICK
HERE to learn more about Claudia!

https://www.claudiaschmidt.com/
https://www.claudiaschmidt.com/


JUNE/JULY

SNAPSHOTS

PRCC was busy in June and July! We began June

setting up our adopted refugee family in their new

home, spent time packing bags for Loving lunches,

and ended the month marching in the Chicago

Pride Parade! July was a time of fellowship

including knitting in public and our Senior

Outreach Ice Cream Social.



100 S. Courtland Ave

Park Ridge, IL 60068

Contact Us:
847-823-3164
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
parkridgecommunitychurch.org

Like us on Facebook!
Our Staff:
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Pastor Mollie Foster, Associate Minister pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Shelley O’Brien, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Morgan Tone, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries sundayschoool@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
Erin Henke, Parish Coordinator office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


