
♱ The Grace of Les ♱  
Miserables

March 5: GRACE WELL RECEIVED 
2nd Sunday in Lent: The Story of Jean Valjean
Holy Communion, served by intinction
Philippians 2:12-16a; Luke 6:27-36

March 12: WHEN GRACE AND JUSTICE COLLIDE
3rd Sunday in Lent: The Story of Javert
Baptism of Benjamin David Beesley
Jonah 3, 4:1-5; Luke 16:1-15

March 19: THE POOR ARE ALWAYS WITH YOU
4th Sunday in Lent: The Story of Fantine
Deuteronomy 15:10-11; Matthew 25:37-45

March 26: THE GIFT OF LOVE
5th Sunday in Lent: Marius & Cosette
1 Corinthians 13:1-8a, 13; John 15:5-17

HOLY WEEK BEGINS

PALM SUNDAY
April 2: BUILDING THE BARRICADE 
The Story of Les Amis
Habakkuk 2:9-11; John 12:27-36
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For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own

doing; it is the gift of God." 
Ephesians 2:8



MARCH 2023

Lent is a season, which lasts 40 days, plus
Sundays. The season begins on Ash
Wednesday, when we are marked with
ashes from last year's palms, signifying a
journey of penitence and intentional
drawing nearer to God.  In church history, 

IS NOT THIS THE FAST 
THAT I CHOOSE:

   TO LOOSE THE BONDS 
OF INJUSTICE,

   TO UNDO THE THONGS 
OF THE YOKE, 

TO LET THE OPPRESSED 
GO FREE,

   AND TO BREAK EVERY YOKE?
IS IT NOT TO SHARE 
YOUR BREAD WITH 

THE HUNGRY,
   AND BRING THE 
HOMELESS POOR 

INTO YOUR HOUSE; 
WHEN YOU SEE THE NAKED, 

TO COVER THEM,
   AND NOT TO HIDE YOURSELF 

FROM YOUR OWN KIN?
ISAIAH 58:6-7
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Rev. Carol Hill, 
Senior Minister
(847) 823-3164 x.14
pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.orgDAYS

HOLY

While Lent is a season of holy days, 
concluding with Holy Week, every day is a 

holy day. "At the End of the Day" reminded 
us on Ash Wednesday that the day can 
carry as much or as little significance as 

we allow it. We are one day older, one day
this time was a season of 
preparation for those who were 
preparing to join the church, 
being baptized as members and 
received fully into the body of 
Christ. The Church has 
encouraged fasting and prayer 
as spiritual disciplines to 
incorporate into these days as a 
way of spending more time with 
God. This practice has evolved, 
so more folks are choosing to 
add actions of justice and hope, 
rather than abstaining from 
things like chocolate (which 
may not actually bring you 
closer to the Divine).

Growing up as a Pastor's kid, we 
almost always picked 
something to give up and 
something to add in for these 
40 days. As an adult, I tend to
do the same, though granting myself more 
grace when I inevitably forget and falter in 
my commitments. The season of Lent is 
intended to help prepare our hearts and 
minds to endure the grief of Holy Week 
and truly receive the joy of Easter, pausing 
to reflect on the depth of God's love and 
sacrifice. Spending time connecting with 
God, whether through yoga, spending time 
in scripture, attending Bible Study, or 
praying the Psalms can open our hearts in 
new ways. We may find our souls resting in 
God's grace in ways that could be 
beneficial all year round!

closer to dying. But that day can 
have significance, especially when 
we use it to care for those in need. 
Jean Valjean uses his freedom and 

wealth to help create opportunities 
for others. He has endured much 

hardship, and yet he keeps his 
promise to Fantine to raise Cosette 

as his own.
 

"To love another person is 
to see the face of God." 

 
If the purpose of Lent is to draw 

closer to God, perhaps that goal is 
better achieved not through fasting 

and prayers, but rather through 
loving others well. Maybe the 

sacrifices we should make are not 
sweets and treats, but in making 

sure others have enough to eat, 
that leaders are elected who care 

for "the least of these," and that 
justice is done and grace is realized. One of

the tensions in Les Misérables is how
justice and grace coexist. How can we

reconcile someone not getting what they
"deserve" by human standards and are

instead offered grace? Should all people
have hope? Get another chance? 

 
After all, isn't that is what faith is about:
God giving each of us the gift of grace,

hope and love, beyond what we ever
deserve on our own...that's what makes it

grace, and it's available to ALL God's
people. THANKS BE TO GOD! 



The Board is excited to share some wonderful news with our
congregation. We approved our 2023 Budget at our February
meeting and this budget will be shared with the congregation
at the Annual Meeting on May 7. We are grateful for the
overwhelming support of the congregation in this year’s
Stewardship campaign, which has enabled us to maintain the
amazing level of staffing that we currently have and operate and
care for our beloved church home. A huge thank you to Anita
Rifkind, our Treasurer and the entire Finance Committee for
your careful considerations in preparing this year’s budget. 

The Board also approved a newly drafted Nominating
Committee Charter that will guide the work of this very
important committee which will be reconvening in a few weeks.
The committee consists of nine people plus the Senior Minister
who serves as the chair of this group. The committee’s primary
responsibility shall be to invite qualified candidates to serve in
the elected offices that have vacancies and present the slate of
willing volunteers to the Board of Directors at their April
meeting, as well as at the Annual Meeting of the congregation.  

This charter has been created to align with our goal for
increased engagement by the congregation and specifically our
goal of reactivating and engaging the members/visitors of the
congregation in being an active part of the mission and
ministries of PRCC. 

We will be reaching out to current committee chairs to confirm
their membership. We will solicit, receive and consider
candidates from current chairs and committees and also from
interested church members. We will be intentional in providing
information to the committee chairs with helpful background
on selected candidates by the April Board meeting. We will
conduct a new and current committee member orientation in
June to familiarize newly selected people with the expectations
and responsibilities for their committee roles.

As the Nominating Committee is planning to begin meetings,
we encourage you to spend some time in prayerful
contemplation about if there is a ministry area that you might
be interested in joining. Serving on a committee is a great way
to meet new people and it is truly a joy to serve in our family of
faith and beyond our walls to further God’s kingdom here on
earth. Thank you for your ongoing support of our leadership. If
you have any ideas or we can help in any way, please email us at
leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 

Board Update
Naomi Siebert & Dan Smith
leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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Altar Guild
Children's Ministry Team
Christian Outreach
Creation Care
Faith Development 
Fellowship Committee
Garden/Landscape Team
Memorial Gifts Committee
Office Volunteer Team
Rainbow Connections
Senior Contact
Social Justice Team
Sunday School Team
Usher Team
Welcome/Membership
Worship Support
Youth Committee 

OPPORTUNITIES 
TO SERVE:

 
Deacon: 
Assist in serving the needs of 
the congregation, through 
the sacraments and supports 
as needed.

Worship Committee Chair:
Bring together the leaders of 
various aspects of worship to 
create collaboration and 
coordination, especially of 
special services and traditions.

Staff Parish Relations 
Participate in supporting our 
staff, revising policies and 
ensuring the needs of 
employees and the 
congregation are kept in 
balance.

 
Join a Committee/Team: 



ONLINE & IN-PERSON
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

8:30 am Chapel Worship
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship 

By Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries

“God on high, hear my prayer, in my need you have always been there…”, 
“Stars, there in the darkness, a fugitive running, fallen from grace…”, 
“I dreamed a dream of days gone by, when hope was high and life worth living…” 

These phrases and countless others are carved into my heart and memories, having grown up 
on the powerful music from Les Miserables. Like many music teachers, I have pretty much 
taught every song in the songbook and have sung, played and acted them a million times. 
They are GREAT! And I couldn’t be happier that we are doing this meaningful sermon series on 
the Grace of Les Miserables. Once again, I must thank Pastor Carol and her applaud her vision 
in this area. I never would’ve thought of this idea and it really is perfect. The emotional pull, the 
meaningful words, the stories and lessons, it all fits together like a perfectly crafted puzzle. 

Also, this sermon series gives me the opportunity to research and find choral music that 
supports it. This past Sunday, the Chancel Choir sang “Thy Will Be Done” by Craig Courtney, 
which is a very powerful anthem intended for Lent. It is dramatic and meaningful in a way that 
I adore, and it worked so well with the sermon. 

Many people have asked me who is doing what/when, so here’s a little preview of the 
schedule: Sunday, March 5 – What Have I Done? (ALEX H), Sunday, March 12 – Stars (LORENZO), 
Sunday, March 19 – Castle on a Cloud (LILY) & I Dreamed a Dream (SARAH H), Sunday, March 26 
– A Heart Full of Love (ANGIE, ANDREW, SAMMI) & On My Own (MEG), Sunday, April 2 – Palm 
Sunday – Do You Hear the People Sing? (ALL) in addition to The Holy City (LYLE), Maundy 
Thursday, April 6 – A Little Bit of Rain (ANGIE & ANDREW), Good Friday, April 7 – excerpts from 
Requiem by Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

All of that coupled with the guest instrumentalists, like my friend Travis Heath, trumpet, who 
has joined a few times in the last month and will be in worship 3/5 with his group the Brass 
Roots Trio, and our wonderful Bells on High ensemble and our PRCC String Quartet. It’s a very 
exciting musical time, all focused on providing the highest quality music for the Glory of God. 
Amen!
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NURSERY CARE 
On Sunday mornings
from 8:30-11:30 am, the
Church nursery is staffed
with two caregivers, who
will care for infants and
children. Parents can
drop off their child, leave
a phone number, and
pick them up following
worship. 

COFFEE HOUR
Coffee Hour is back!! 
Following the 10 am 
worship service, all are 
invited to gather in 
Jordan Hall for coffee 
and fellowship. This 
year, coffee hour is 
becoming more 
environmentally 
conscious, as we use 
reusable coffee mugs 
rather than disposable 
cups. 

GIVING
Your giving to Park Ridge
Community Church
remains vitally important
to keeping our ministries
active! Thank you for your
ongoing support. You can
give your offerings by
dropping off or mailing a
check, signing up for
automatic withdrawals, or
giving electronically
through PayPal or Zelle at
giving@parkridgecommu
nitychurch.org.

HOLY COMMUNION 
On Sunday, March 5, we
will celebrate the
sacrament of Holy
Communion. At PRCC,
we celebrate an open
table, which means all
are welcome to partake.
In order to maintain an
open table, gluten free
bread and unfermented
juice will be served.

http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/
http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/


Eric Biedke; Zander Gilliam; Ben Sacor
Jaclyn Weir
Kenna Garcia; Seamus Lynch
Lorenzo Formosa; Norma Simmons; Elizabeth Woo; Caroline Young
Camilo Rasquin
Sam McCarty; Fred Siebert
Dan Stewart
Danny Brewer; Nancy Skiersch; Therese Wehman; Matt Young
Ginny Feurer
Molly O'Brien
Nancy Fabisch
Adrian Hill; Doris Sikorsky
Judy Foster; Liz Bayley, Judy Sindt
John Hurd
Owen Smith
Sally Mauery
Becca Lapp
Janet Parker
Kylie Figgins; Megan Hinton
Evan Curtis
Kelsi Garcia; Gary Johnson
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March Birthdays
3/1
3/3
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/12
3/13
3/14
3/15
3/18
3/19
3/20
3/21
3/22
3/23
3/25
3/26
3/27
3/30
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My command is this: 
Love each other 

as I have loved you.
 

JOHN 15:12
For this month’s Stephen Ministry message,
we’re pulling up a chair next to our longest
serving Stephen Minister, Ginny Feurer. Ginny
was a member of the inaugural class of
Stephen Ministers at PRCC in 1994 and has
served faithfully in that role, and as a Stephen
Leader, for nearly 30 years. This one-on-one,
confidential ministry is designed to offer
support when individuals are experiencing
hardship, such as marital struggles, job
difficulties, parenting challenges, health crises,
the loss of a loved one, or a range of other
situations. If you have any questions about
Stephen Ministry or would benefit from having
a Stephen Minister, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to our ministers or any of our
Stephen Leaders: Jan Steiner, Ginny Feurer,
Anita Rifkind, Liz Swanson, or Sarah McCarty. 

Stephen Ministry
Message
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Interview with Ginny Feurer

Q: Why do you think Stephen Ministry has 
been such a long-lasting program at PRCC?

A: It doesn’t matter how many years we’ve 
been doing this, people will always face 
difficulties and will always need support; even 
in a privileged place like Park Ridge, people 
still have problems. The problems people face 
today might even be more complex than 
those in the past. There is an intimacy and 
holiness in matching care receivers with their 
Stephen Ministers, and our vigilance about 
confidentiality allows people to fully open up 
to their caregiver without fear of judgment or 
shame. Additionally, the skills that our 
Stephen Ministers hone during their training 
serve them in so many other areas of their life 
— as spouses, parents, coworkers, friends, and 
community members. It really can have a 
profound impact on not only the lives of the 
care receivers, but of the Stephen Ministers as 
well. 
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Q: What would you want someone to know 
about Stephen Ministry?

A: If you are in pain or feel like you need 
someone to walk beside you, a Stephen 
Minister will do that. So many people in our 
congregation have benefitted from having a 
Stephen Minister over the years and it’s a joy 
for us to serve each other in this way. 
Confidentiality is of the utmost importance to
us and we take this program and our roles 
within it very seriously. 

Q: What has been the most fulfilling aspect 
of your role as a Stephen Minister and 
Leader throughout the years?

A: As a Stephen Minister, I know that I’m 
doing something for someone else. Reaching 
out and helping others has always been the 
goal of my life — it’s an integral part of my 
being. I know that God is with me during the 
journey I take with others and that peace will 
come with the process, even if it takes some 
time. I also love hearing the insights and joys 
of our active Stephen Ministers as they walk 
with their care receivers.

We are grateful to Ginny for her 
continued service through this 

ministry. Our program would not be 
as strong and stable without her 

efforts and dedication! 
Thank you, Ginny!



So many members and friends
volunteer their time to our

beloved church. We are grateful
for each and every one of them.
Some people we see and hear

about all the time but there are
others behind the scenes and we
don’t always know about all that

they do. Each month in our
Volunteer Spotlight we say thank

you to an individual, couple or
group for sharing their time and

talents. This also gives us the
opportunity to share with

members and newcomers a little
bit of information about what our
"generous stewards of God's gifts"

are doing here at PRCC. 
 

"Each of you should use whatever
gift you have received to serve

others, as faithful stewards of God's
grace in its various forms. 

Peter 4:10
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This month we recognize 

Sue Laurie
Sue Laurie is a newer member of 
PRCC, joining with her wife Julie in 
March 2022. Sue has been a regular 
worshipper at both 8:30 and 10 am 
services and participant in Bible
Studies since 2019, where her
Masters of Divinity degree comes in 
handy! She has taught the adult 
Bible Study and most recently 
taught a class of "My Bible" for our 
3rd graders.

In 2022, Sue stepped into the role of Chair of the Faith Development Committee (formerly known as
Christian Education) and participates on the Executive Committee and Board of Directors, as well as
leading the Faith Development Committee and attending the Youth and Children's Ministry teams.
She has been a regular participant in the Connections planning meetings, helping develop the new
program for LGBTQia+ and ally teens. Sue is also a regular volunteer in the church office, delighting in
getting to know the church members, is a part of the newly launched dinner groups, helped
chaperone the Jr. Youth Late Night, and worked at the Pumpkin Patch! Sue's sharp theological
insight, kind heart, and willing-to-help disposition have made her a blessing far and wide.   If you
attend Wednesday Night Bible Study, you get to experience this first hand! AND - if you participate in
Wednesday night basketball, you might see her hooping skills too!  



The Bridge Project

We are now collecting cosmetic bags and small, travel size toiletries for homeless 
women and mothers, including:

Shampoo and conditioner
Body lotion
Deodorant
Toothpaste, toothbrush
Small comb, hairbrush

We’ve set aside Sunday, March 19th during Coffee Hour to assemble the bags 
with toiletries. Please bring donated items to the Park Place Room starting in 
March and/or mark your calendar to help on the 19th.

We are so very grateful for the kindness and 
generosity of PRCC individuals and families! 

CLOTHING & SERVING OTHERS:
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Questions about any of these outreach
opportunities or how to join this committee canbe directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org!

FEEDING OTHERS

Loving Lunches
There is an ongoing need for in-kind donations of items that are packed in the
Loving Lunches each month: juice boxes/pouches (100% juice), granola bars,
chips, and cookies and gift cards for perishable foods. All items must be
individually packaged so they can be placed in individual lunch bags. Next
dates: March 12 and April 8. Sign up here!

Lincoln Park Community Shelter
Once a month, we prepare and cook a warm meal for approximately 35 adult
men and women who are experiencing homelessness. Next dates: Lincoln Park
(March 2 and every 1st Thursday of the month).  Sign up here!

Sunday Night Suppers
Food was prepared and served by PRCC volunteers to feed 75 people on
January 22, 2023. Please consider volunteering to help prepare and cook
(4 people needed) or serve (12 people needed) on the next date: May 21. 
Sign up here!

Thank you for keeping our siblings in Christ fed.

https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/lovinglunches
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/lincoln-park-shelter
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sunday-suppers


Want to find out more about Exodus World Service? 

Join us at their annual Celebration of Hope Event on April 13. 
Celebration of Hope is an opportunity to learn about and help refugees
across Chicagoland. Exodus has been so impactful to the Outreach
Committee, and we would like to share about this vital ministry with
everyone at PRCC! 

At the Celebration, you’ll hear meaningful stories of connection between
refugees and volunteers. We’ll enjoy a complimentary dinner together.
You’ll learn about Exodus’ mission of mobilizing the Christian community
to welcome and befriend refugees. And you'll have the opportunity to
partner financially with Exodus.

Would you share this special evening with us? For more information click
here . You can register here and click on PRCC’s group name under the
field “My Hospitality Team table host is:” That will ensure we can sit
together that night! 

HOUSEWARMING SHOWER - EVERYONE IS INVITED!

When: Sunday, April 23rd, following the 10:00 am worship service
Where: PRCC Great Hall

The Christian Outreach team is holding a Housewarming Shower to support a 
refugee family. Please bring a NEW, unwrapped housewarming gift from the 
Shower Gift List provided by Exodus World Service. If you’re unable to attend the 
Shower on April 23rd, you may drop off your gift in the Park Place Room in the 
designated collection box ahead of time. If you’re unable to shop for a gift but still 
wish to give, we can do the shopping for you! Mail or drop off a check* in the mail 
slot on the Courtland side of PRCC or give online through the PRCC website.

*Please be sure to make a note on the MEMO LINE of your check: Exodus World 
Service.

PRCC NEWS MARCH 2023

Outreach News

MARCH 2023 PAGE 9

https://exodusworldservice.org/
https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/home.php?e=24680
https://exodusworldservice.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Welcome-Pack-Lists.pdf


January 27th, 2023 

Dear Pastor Mollie and the PRCC Team, 

On behalf of the children and their families in our care, thank you and Park Ridge
Community Church for supporting Kids Above All's 2022 Holiday Gift Drive with your
donation valued at $1500.00. Your gift ensured that our kids, teens and young adults
experienced the joy of the holidays! 

Kids Above All truly appreciates the kindness and generosity of our donors, like Park
Ridge Community Church, who continue to step up, so our children have every
opportunity to become independent adults who lead meaningful, productive lives. We
hope you will consider supporting our young people again in the future! 

If you have any questions regarding your donation or about Kids Above All's mission,
contact Vice President of Resource Development Zulma Colon at (773) 867-7361 or
zcolon@kidsaboveall.org. 

In Gratitude, 

Dan Kotowski
President & CEO
Kids Above All
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A Letter to PRCC from Kids Above All

Our Garden Needs Some Angels!

Ever wanted to be an angel? On Saturday, April 1st, (no 
fooling!) we will be getting our garden beds ready for 

spring. Bring the family and be a "PRCC Garden Angel." 
Call or email the office if you plan to help. We'll start at 
10:00 am on Saturday, April 1st. Bring your own gloves 

and some garden tools!



Winter News

Kindred Spirits Café 
Join us for fun and fellowship each Tuesday in Jordan Hall from 12:00-1:00 pm! Bring
lunch, make a new friend, and enjoy a dessert provided by the church. Kindred
Spirits Cafe is open to folks of all ages, so whether you're retired, working remotely,
or have Tuesdays off, come and join us for good conversation and a good dose of
laughter. If you'd like to be added to our email list, reach out to Sarah McCarty at
sarah.mccarty@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.
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Knitting Knights

The next project needed will be patriotic door hangers for our homebound seniors.
All are welcome to join us! We are scheduling a time on Sunday 4/16 at 2:00 pm to
learn to knit. Be sure to save this date and check with Liz Swanson for more details 

March 07 - March Birthdays

March 14 - St. Patrick's Day Fun

March 21 - Bingo!

March 28 - Pancakes with Pastor Mollie!

The Knitting Knights will meet
on Monday 3/20 at 7:00 pm in
Jordan Hall to focus on our
next projects. We can finish
with our hat and soap sack
donations on the 20th. 

Men's Breakfast
All are welcome on Thursdays at 9:00 am. 

Each week, the men of PRCC are invited to gather for a time of fellowship and checking 
in together. This social gathering is held in the church library and also on Zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09
Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399
Passcode: 461091

mailto:sarah.mccarty@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09


Adult Education
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENT BIBLE STUDY 
7:00 - 8:30 pm in Ellinger Transept

Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables is a truly epic story. 
Throughout Lent, we will dive into six ideals found in 
the story—grace, justice, poverty, revolution, love, 
and hope—each represented by a character in 
Hugo’s story. As these imperfect and relatable 
characters interact, we can see how these ideals 
work together (perhaps even in spite of each other) 
out in the world.

Books are available for $10 from the church office.

PAGE 12
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BOOK GROUP
Everyone is invited to join! Our next book will be “Just Mercy: A 
Story of Justice and Redemption” by Bryan Stevenson. The 
discussions about the book will be led by Sarah McCarty. The 
plan is to discuss the book over 3 meetings, covering five 
chapters at a time. Then for a fourth gathering we will offer the 
chance to view the 2019 movie as a group.      
                                

Mon., Mar. 6, 7:00-8:00 pm (Ch. 12 - Epilogue)
Sun., Mar. 12, 3:30-6:30 pm, Watch movie version, dinner & 

discussion to follow
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Children's Ministry

February was a busy and exciting month for our Children’s Ministry! We have had so 
much fun together. 

My Bible has concluded for this year. It was a small, but mighty group of amazing young
children who were able to learn about the many books of the Bible and dive deeper into 
how to use them. What a blessing!

We have been working our way through the Bible in Sunday School. The children have 
enjoyed several stories including: Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah and Joseph and 
His Brothers. They had the opportunity to make Valentine’s day cards for our seniors, 
which is a well-loved tradition in Sunday School! Our fifth graders have blown me away 
with deep and meaningful conversations about God. I love watching them build such an 
amazing relationship with one another and God. The children spent the Sunday before 
President’s Day praying for our President and all of our leaders. They understood that 
their voice is important and wrote letters to President Biden. We are hoping he has time 
to write back! 

We also visited Feed My Starving Children as a family service outing, along with the Junior 
Youth Group. It brings me immeasurable joy to see our families serving together. This 
creates opportunities for our children to see the immense value in serving and helping 
others. Thank you to all who were able to come. We are looking forward to more service 
opportunities in the coming months. Be sure to reach out to Morgan if you have any ideas 
for where young families can volunteer together. I am always looking for new ideas and 
places to serve! 
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My Communion Class

My Communion will begin on March 5th, 2023. during the Sunday 
School Hour in the Church Library. My Communion is a three-week 
class for children in second grade and older and will be facilitated by 
Pastor Mollie.

At PRCC, we celebrate an open table! Meaning, all are always welcome 
to participate in Holy Communion as we are all children of God and 
God is active in all of us! We do not require one to be of a certain age or 
have participated in any class. And so, the intention of My Communion 
is to help children grow in their knowledge and explore the 
significance of this sacrament!

Children who participate in My Communion will be recognized on April 
2nd during the 10:00 AM worship service.

My Communion Class Dates:
March 5th
March 12th
March 19th

My Communion Recognition:
April 2nd, 10:00 AM Worship



March 5: Sunday School/My Communion
March 12: Sunday School/My Communion
March 26: All Ages Kids Club
April 2: Sunday School/My Communion 
Recognition/Sunday School sings in 10:00 am 
Worship

UPCOMING DATES
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We have some exciting news in the Sunday School wing! Thanks to a 
generous gift from Memorial Gifts, we are receiving new technology for 
Sunday School! As of now, we don't have any screens or ways to integrate 
technology into our classrooms. Even using the television on the cart hasn't 
been an option because of the stairs. This new technology will allow us to 
enhance our curriculum in new and engaging ways and we are so grateful 
for this gift for our children and our classrooms! 

Technology

Thank you to all of our wonderful Sunday School families who have 
volunteered their time to teach our amazing children! We have loved 
having so many new and familiar faces in Sunday School. Please visit the 
sign up genius where you can volunteer for the day(s) that work for you! 
Sign up here.

Easter Egg Hunt
We can’t wait for our annual Easter
Egg Hunt! Join us at 11:30 am on Easter
Morning for a fun Easter Egg Hunt!
There will be a toddler area and a 4
and up area! Perhaps there will even
be a visit from the Easter Bunny! 

Teacher Sign-Up

We are taking donations of any small candies or goodies that would fit inside 
of an Easter egg. You can drop off your donations in the bin in the Park 
Place/Butler Place room! Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e45a9a922a1fac61-sunday#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e45a9a922a1fac61-sunday#/


PRCC Youth:

We have some exciting youth events coming 
up in March! Be sure to check out the 
website and Youth Parent Weekly email for 
special details on events! Youth are always 
welcome to bring friends as we grow in 
relationship with one another and God!

Did you follow us on Instagram? You can 
also see photos and info on upcoming 
events there! Follow us:
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Contact Pastor Mollie:
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

6TH-12TH GRADES

COOKIES BY THE DOZEN RECAP:
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO BAKED AND

PURCHASED COOKIES FOR THE
YOUTH "COOKIES BY THE DOZEN"

FUNDRAISER! WE EARNED A TOTAL
OF $700 TO HELP SUPPORT

TRANSPORTATION COSTS FOR THE
2023 YOUTH MISSION TRIPS TO

PHILADELPHIA AND MILWAUKEE! 
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JR YOUTH GROUP 4TH-5TH GRADES
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6TH-12TH GRADES ARE INVITED TO GATHER IN 
THE GREAT HALL FOLLOWING THE CHILDREN'S 

MESSAGE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL!

March 5: Youth stay in worship for 
Holy Communion

March 12: Judas Iscariot 
The disappointed revolutionary 

March 19: Pontius Pilot
The troubled politician 

March 26: Spring Break: Youth stay in
worship or help with Kids Club

 

SUNDAYSUNDAY
SCHOOLSCHOOL

YOUTHYOUTH

JR. YOUTH GATHERING: 
MARCH 19, 11:30AM-1:00PM

All of PRCC is invited to pack toiletry
care packages for the Bridge Project

during Coffee Hour on March 19th!
Following, Jr. Youth are invited to stay
for lunch and activities with our Youth
Group! During this time, we will play
games and discuss service and faith
together in the Great Hall! This is a
great way for our Jr. Youth to get a

"glimpse" of what Youth Group is like
and to get to know our Youth!

Confirmation Session 3
Sunday, March 19

3:00-7:00pm
 

Confirmation Session 4
Sunday, April 16

3:00-7:00pm
 

Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, April 30

10:00am



February Snapshots

MY BIBLE CLASS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
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YOUTH GROUP FEBRUARY SNAPSHOTS 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

PASTA DIVINE



Our Prayer Ministry

As people of faith, one of the most meaningful acts we can practice is to pray for one another. We are blessed to 
belong to a community that cares for one another and the world around us in a variety of ways: through acts of 

service, words of affirmation and support, and by sharing our hearts and all of the joys and concerns they hold. As 
the days get longer and we inch toward the rebirth of spring, please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Laura Beaudion, Heather Cannon, Evan Curtis, Jon Forsythe, Candace Kidston, Christine Kotecki, Tommy Mack, 

Michael McDonough, Tracy McKenzie, Brian Stevens, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, & Kate Zoellner.
 

We also keep in our prayers the following prayer requests from February:
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General Prayers

Joys

We celebrate our birthdays, and especially Pastor Mollie's 40th birthday, which was 
on 2/4.
We celebrate the joy of Pasta Divine, back after its covid hiatus!
We celebrate the successful heart surgery on Baby Sonny, who came through 
surgery well, has been extubated, and is now eating. We pray prayers of gratitude 
and relief!
We celebrate the number of students from our congregation and our community 
who are raising money for St. Baldricks in the upcoming weeks.
We hosted a lovely celebration of life for Mary Jo on 2/4 and were reminded how 
important the unconditional love and welcome of this church has been and 
continues to be.
We celebrate the joy of Zoe Belle's baptism on 2/12!
We celebrate fifty or so folks volunteering yesterday at Feed My Starving Children 
and pray for those who are hungry that they might be fed.
The Smith family is overjoyed to welcome their new niece, Evelyn Rose Smith, to the 
world on February 3, and gives thanks that everyone is healthy and home.
We give thanks for our children and especially for those receiving their Bibles as they 
learn and grow about God.
We celebrate Katie R's successful surgery on Friday, and we rejoice in this next step of 
healing and wholeness for her!

Prayers for Anthony S's Aunt Sharon whose house was broken into this week (2/12).
Please pray for a young person who is struggling.
We hold in our prayers those in Turkey and Syria after this week’s devastating 
earthquakes. We pray for so many who have to deal with the loss of loved ones, 
homes, livelihood, compounded by civil war and intense poverty.
We pray for Kim and Gary's trip to Europe and their travels be safe and smooth.
We pray for the communities of Michigan State University and El Paso as they’ve 
experienced the loss of loved ones by gun violence this week.
As the war in Ukraine begins a second year, we hold leaders, families, soldiers, 
citizens, captives, those grieving lost loved ones and all whose lives have been ripped 
apart by the horrors of war in our prayers and into God’s light and grace.



Healing & Recovery

We ask for prayers of healing for Dave K.'s sister, Mary Ann, who suffered a stroke
during a heart procedure earlier this week. We pray that she experiences a full
recovery and is able to continue to live independently.
We pray for a son who continues to struggle with depression, anxiety, low self worth
and feeling helpless. May God's grace bring hope and a renewed sense of purpose.
We are praying for Laura and Brian C, longtime friends of the Swansons, as Laura
continues treatment for pancreatic cancer and awaits further information following
scans later this month.
We continue to pray for Dave and Gretchen K's sister-in-law, Bonnie, as she prepares
for surgery to treat ovarian cancer this coming Wednesday. We ask for the sure
hands of Bonnie's surgeons and a good outcome for her continued care. After
surgery, we pray for healing and effective chemo treatment. 
We hold Ginny F.'s friend, Dave, in our prayers as he continues to heal and recover
after a recent hospital transfer.
We continue to hold Mark M. in our prayers as he prepares for additional medical
procedures.
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We give thanks for the success of a few different folks' medical procedures this week and pray for continued healing and
strength for all.
Jenny S. asks for prayers for a friend whose daughter was in a serious car accident with four other teenagers. We ask for
continued healing for all involved.
We pray for Paula's sister, Laura, as she heals and regains some of her vision following her surgery in November
We pray for Laura S's sister-in-law, Susan, who is having surgery for ovarian cancer this week. (2/21)
We celebrate Margie's knee replacement on Monday, Feb. 20 and pray for her healing and pain management.
Prayers of recovery for a close friend of Sarah C’s who suffered a heart attack this week.
We hold in our prayers Jean J., Brendan's grandmother, who is hospitalized with pancreatitis.
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Life in the Resurrection

We hold in our prayers the friends and family of Michael Kotze, who entered life in
the resurrection on February 1. At 59 years of age, Michael was a leader in the
performing community in Chicago and a friend to several folks in our congregation
and choir. We hold his wife Ann and his sons especially in our hearts.
We ask for comfort and peace for Tom, a friend of Karen N.’s, whose wife, Janet,
entered life in the resurrection on Friday, Feb. 3. Janet was a longtime violinist
friend to the whole Nelson family.
Please hold Bernice and Elaine Z. in your prayers as they mourn the loss of another
family member, Bernice's nephew Vincent Craig Kotecki. Vincent's death comes
just a few weeks after the passing of his father, Walter, and so we pray especially for
Walter's wife, Christine, and the rest of their family as they process this dual
heartbreak.
We pray for the family and friends of Molly, a 7 year old little girl who has fought
valiantly with cancer, and finished her fight and was welcomed home to God this
week. We hold her parents, Jon and Erin, her sister Annie, and the wide circles of
children and community members who have been connected to Molly and
impacted by her light and her struggle in our prayers.
We hold Sasha's friend Darren's family in our prayers as Darren's father entered life
in the resurrection this week.
We hold Tom and Grace Curtis and their family in our prayers as Tom's father,
Thomas, entered life in the resurrection on Feb. 14.
We hold Fred and Naomi Siebert and their family in our prayers as Fred's father,
Fred Sr. entered life in the resurrection early Friday morning (2/17).
We pray for the family of Brian Fergus, whose brother Rick, entered life in the
resurrection this week.
We hold Kathy E. in our prayers, as her Aunt Addy, for whom we have been praying
and Kathy has been caring, entered life in the resurrection yesterday morning.
(2/25)
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