
Rediscovering a
Vocabulary of Faith

January 1: Calling in the Night
ONE SERVICE 10 am NEW YEAR'S DAY
Holy Communion, served by intinction
Matthew 2:13-23; Isaiah 64:7-9
Preacher: Pastor Mollie Foster

January 8: LIGHT
EPIPHANY SUNDAY
Matthew 2:1-12; Isaiah 60:1-6

January 15: JUSTICE
Matthew 4:12-21; Amos 5:6-24

January 22: UNITY
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
Ephesians 2:13-22

January 29: SIN
Matthew 22:34-40; Exodus 20:1-17
Preacher: Pastor Mollie Foster
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God wants us to grow up, to know the 
whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ 

in everything. We take our lead from 
Christ, who is the source of everything 

we do. " Ephesians 4:14-15 MSG
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The Pastor's Note
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister
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HOW TO REACH ME:
(847) 823-3164 x.14
pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

Words matter. Someone at a Bible Study 
recently asked how to respond when 
someone asked if they were a "Bible- 
believing Christian?" Honestly, it 
depends on the perspective of the 
person asking the question. We might 
identify as a Christian who believes the 
Bible, but is that the same thing as what 
the questioner meant? Words matter, 
and the meaning of our words matter.

This year, we are focused on being 
rooted in faith, but what is faith? What 
do we mean when we talk about God's 
grace? We pray prayers of confession 
week after week, but what does it mean 
to confess our sin? The words of our faith 
carry significance, and the sources for 
their definitions are varied. Does doubt 
have a role in faith? When we pray for 
daily bread, is that really about literal 
bread? How do we understand unity or 
hospitality? How we make sense of 
these words informs our beliefs, shapes 
our lives, and impacts the ways we see 
the world. It also changes the ways we 
talk to others about our faith.

Over the next few weeks, we are going 
to dive into the scriptures and Christian 
history to unpack some of these loaded 
theological terms. Hopefully, we learn 
from one another, we gain clarity on 
what we mean and what we believe, and 
our roots will go deeper in our faith. 

The Wednesday Night Bible Study will 
journey with Pastor Adam Hamilton to 
debunk some of what is assumed to be 
in the Bible with what is actually there.  
The leaders will guide participants 
through "Half Truths: God Helps Those 
who Help themselves and other Things 
the Bible Doesn't say." Together we will 
build our biblical knowledge, 
intentionally think about what we 
believe, and practice articulating what 
we do or do not believe.

In their book How to Think 
Theologically, Howard Stone and 
James Duke assert that every 
Christian is a theologian, which 
means we are all tasked with 
integrating what we believe with 
how we live. We are tasked with 
understanding what we mean by our 
words, for these words point to truths 
and mysteries that we can only begin 
to comprehend. They write, 
"Rethinking requires self-conscious 
effort. It means being receptive and 
open, but also honest and probing. It
is hard word - the sort of hard work 
that growth in the life of faith calls for 
- and is part of our calling as 
Christians." 

You're invited on this journey of 
"Rediscovering a Vocabular of Faith" 
because our words matter. What we 
say and how we say it can invite a 
friend into a life-giving faith or could 
turn them away. Our words about 
God can heal or hurt. Some 
expressions can feel trite or hollow - 
and others when explained, carry 
connection and love that can change 
a person's outlook forever. Words 
matter. Our faith matters. Let's start 
this New Year getting back to the 
basics and building our vocabulary 
together!



ONLINE & IN-PERSON
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

8:30 am Chapel Worship
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship 
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Worship

COFFEE HOUR
Coffee Hour is back!! Following the 10 am worship service, 
all are invited to gather in Jordan Hall for coffee and 
fellowship. This year, coffee hour is becoming more 
environmentally conscious, as we use reusable coffee mugs 
rather than disposable cups. 

WAYS TO WORSHIP 
You are invited to worship with us online via our Livestream 
Service or in-person at 8:30 or 10 am. The Livestream service 
is accessible on the church website, Facebook page, and 
YouTube channel for viewing live or anytime thereafter.

NURSERY CARE 
On Sunday mornings from 8:30-11:30 am, the Church 
nursery is staffed with two caregivers, who will care for 
infants and children. Parents can drop off their child, leave a 
phone number, and pick them up following worship. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
On Sunday, January 1, we will celebrate the sacrament of 
Holy Communion. At PRCC, we celebrate an open table, 
which means all are welcome to partake. In order to 
maintain an open table, gluten free bread and 
unfermented juice will be served.

GIVING
Your giving to Park Ridge Community Church remains
vitally important to keeping our ministries active! Thank 
you for your ongoing support. You can give your offerings 
by dropping off or mailing a check, signing up for 
automatic withdrawals, or giving electronically through 
PayPal or Zelle at giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/
http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/


Lonn Naudzius
Bruce Nelson; Julie Bruno; Emily Donahue; Rick Benedetto
Laurie Honza
Gail Benedetto
Jim Pantazi; Julie Black; Oscar Schrimpf
Paul Fabisch
Ian Battaglia; Maggie Weir
Rex Parker; Paula Mack
David Douglass; Bruce Webster; Naomi Siebert
Sam Biardo; Linda LeDuc; Luke Goodwin
Cooper Larson
Jonathan Larson
Sharon Kemerer
Marlowe Kidston; Allen Wells; James Meltreger; Marty Sissman
Steven Huening; Katie Hill; Logan Desmedt
Kendall Battaglia; Sophia Mehrabian
Eugene Jarvis; Tracy Krahl
Stuart Rifkind
Sami Gallagher

February 4, 2023
5:30 pm Doors Open 

6:00 pm Dinner Served
 

Dinner, Live & Silent Auction, 
"Heads or Tails" Raffle

 
Join us for an evening filled with All-You-Can-
Eat good food, great family fun & Fellowship!

Proceeds benefit PRCC Ministries

January Birthdays
1/2
1/3
1/5
1/7
1/8
1/10
1/13
1/14
1/15
1/18
1/20
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/30
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Pasta Divine 
2023

TICKETS AVAILABLE IN JANUARY BETWEEN SERVICES OR IN THE CHURCH OFFICE!
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Happy New Year, Park Ridge Community Church! Just as the 
wisemen followed the star that took them to the place where 
Jesus was born, we hope you will continue to seek God’s love 
and light wherever you find yourself. We are better when we are 
in community, and we hope you continue to come to learn, 
grow, serve and play with your PRCC family this year.
 
The coming year is sha;ing up and we wanted to give you a few 
highlights of events that are in the works and committee 
projects that are on the horizon.
 
A huge shout out to the Outreach folks who coordinated 
numerous collections of much needed items during the month 
of December: boots, coats and underwear that benefited the 
folks through the Night Ministry and the Bridge Project. 
Lunches were made for Loving Lunches. There was also a Giving 
Tree where you could take a tag and purchase a Christmas gift 
for someone in need of joy during the holidays. We are in awe of 
how you responded with tremendous love and generosity. 
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Board Update
Naomi Siebert & Dan Smith

The Fellowship Team is planning Pasta Divine which is on the calendar for February 4, 
2023. If you want to lend a hand, there is always room for one more, so please reach out to 
Candace McGuffey and she will get you connected.
 
The Finance Committee is hard at work on the budget for 2023 and hope to have 
something to present to the Board at their January meeting. We are still receiving 
pledges and commitments for 2023, so if you have not gotten to it yet there is still time..
 
Our Trustees are incredible stewards of our church’s physical resources and to that end 
will be working with Superior Reserve to conduct a property condition assessment/capital 
reserve assessment. The results of this assessment will help guide the Trustees in creating 
a 15-year plan for future projects and plans. 
 
The beginning of the year also includes the convening of the Nominating Committee that 
helps to fill any open committee spots for the following year. If you receive a call from 
someone on the team, please prayerfully consider if this might be a way you could get 
more involved in the life of PRCC and meet some folks along the way too! 
 
We look forward to the continued unfolding of this New Year with eager anticipation of all 
that God will do in this place. If you have any questions or an idea to share, we would love 
to hear from you. You can email leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org and that 
will go directly to our Pastors as well as both of us! It is a joy to be in ministry with all of 
you! God is good! Happy New Year! 



Do not be anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer and

petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace

of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts

and your minds in Christ Jesus.

 
PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7 As 2022 draws to a close and we prepare to

flip the calendar to January 2023, some of us
will do so with anticipation, our New Year’s
resolutions already formulated in our heads
and ready to be tackled. Others of us may
approach the new year with dismay: “But
there was so much I wanted to accomplish in
2022! Where did the time go?” or “Can’t we
stay in our Christmas jammies and revel in
the joy and decadence of the holidays just a
littttttle bit longer?” (That last one would be
me.) 

 As I’ve been relishing my month-long binge
of Christmas music, one song continues to
get stuck in my head, and truthfully, it’s more
about New Year than Christmas. Ben
Rector’s "The Best is Yet to Come" contains
the lyric “every ending is a new beginning”
and that has been echoing in my head this
season. 

The time of transition, of closing one chapter
and beginning another, can be tricky to
navigate, and can present strong and
sometimes contradictory emotions:
mourning the end of a job or career while
simultaneously looking forward to the joys of
retirement or the excitement of a new
opportunity; the relief of knowing your loved
one is no longer in pain, while feeling as if
your heart will never be whole again without
their presence; the pleasure of watching your
children grow into independent young
people while missing the weight of their little
bodies sleeping on your chest. 

In Stephen Ministry we look forward to a new
beginning of our own as we welcome a new
class of trainees this January. Over the next
six months, this dedicated group will spend
over fifty hours learning, questioning, and
praying together as they prepare to walk
alongside others during a time of need.
Please pray for them and for the Stephen
Leaders guiding them along this journey.

Stephen Ministry
Message
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Sarah McCarty

If you or someone you know is experiencing a 
time of transition or difficulty and would 
benefit from speaking with one of our 
Stephen Ministers, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me or another Stephen Leader. 
We are here to listen and support you.

God of Creation,
We give you thanks for new beginnings, 

for the sunrise each morning and the 
changing of the seasons around us. 

Thank you for blessing us with fortitude 
and perseverance during times of trial 
and with gratitude and appreciation 

during times of plenty. Help us to enter 
this new year with a sense of optimism 

and the energy and perspective to 
tackle both new and existing 

challenges. In the name of your son, 
Jesus Christ, through whom all things 

are made new. Amen

Stephen Ministry Training to begin 
January 2023

Stephen Ministry offers confidential care for
anyone experiencing difficulties in their life. 
 Our congregation has received the prayer
support and one-to-one care of Stephen

Ministers for over 25 years. We will be offering
training to anyone interested in becoming a
Stephen Minister beginning in January 2023.

If you are interested or would like more
information, please speak with any of our

Stephen Leaders: Ginny Feurer, Sarah McCarty,
Anita Rifkind, Jan Steiner or Liz Swanson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZlYMD-RIeQ&list=RDpZlYMD-RIeQ&start_radio=1


So many members and friends
volunteer their time to our

beloved church. We are grateful
for each and every one of them.
Some people we see and hear

about all the time but there are
others behind the scenes and we
don’t always know about all that

they do. Each month in our
Volunteer Spotlight we say thank

you to an individual, couple or
group for sharing their time and

talents. This also gives us the
opportunity to share with

members and newcomers a little
bit of information about what our
"generous stewards of God's gifts"

are doing here at PRCC. 
 

"Each of you should use whatever
gift you have received to serve

others, as faithful stewards of God's
grace in its various forms. 

Peter 4:10
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This month we recognize 

Liz Swanson!
Liz Swanson isn't a typical volunteer 
to spotlight because she has not only 
been a member of PRCC for many 
years, she has served as the Director 
of Pastoral Services for the past 12 
years. Liz has always gone above and 
beyond what her job description 
required and has loved and served 
with a generous heart.  

Liz has served on almost every committee of the church: Worship Support, Faith Development,
Christian Outreach, Senior Contact, Knitting Knights, Creation Care, Social Justice, Stephen
Ministry, Structure Committee, Board of Directors, and the list goes on! Liz is a former Chair and
Vice-Chair of the Congregation, and helped fill the void doing anything and everything when
PRCC's ministry was in transition. 

Liz's kind heart and thoughtful disposition has made her care for our members and
congregational leadership invaluable. Her smile brightens up the room and genuine listening
ear is always open. She has prayed for approximately every single person in our congregation.
She has visited our homebound members, gone to hospital bedsides, taught Sunday School, led
small groups, guided retreats, and been a friend to all.  She has cooked for and served at the
Lincoln Park Shelter for years. As a Stephen Minister and Stephen Leader, she has been behind
the scenes sharing her heart and spiritual presence with whomever was in need.  Her joy over
yarn and knitting new creations is abundant! Her strategic sensibilities have been a resource to
church leadership for decades. Liz is always willing to roll up her sleeves and help out - from 
cooking to worship 
leadership to being in 
music videos with the 
staff! Liz's dedication and 
faith have been a true 
blessing to our church 
and our world!

Come and celebrate Liz 
at her retirement/thank 
you party on Sunday, 
January 8th following 
the 10:00 am worship 
service! 



The Bridge Project PRCC donated: 
 28 multi-packs of adult underwear and two packs of T-shirts so far this holiday season. 
(Underwear is one of the most needed items for the homeless). 
 75 coats, 25 hats, 20 pairs of mittens and 15 blankets.  (We will continue to collect cold weather 
gear, such as coats, hats, gloves and blankets through the end of January.)
                               
The Night Ministry, PRCC delivered: 
41 pairs of boots for homeless people in the Chicago area.

Maryville Academy (in October)
100 backpacks delivered to Maryville Academy to support their unaccompanied minor program
as well as the Jen School.

Jeanine Schulz School (in September and December) 
Generous donations of much needed school and cleaning supplies were delivered

Kids Above All
We delivered $1,500 worth of books and toys and 22 gift cards to one of our newest outreach 
recipients, Kids Above All, which is based in Des Plaines. This organization ensures children 
facing poverty, violence and injustice have every opportunity to realize their full potential.

Loving Lunches (Since April 2022)
We have provided 1,440 lunches for homeless people in the Chicago area. Many people have 
supplied lunch items and also volunteered their time on Sundays during Coffee Hour each
month to pack 160 individual lunches. There is a continual need for in-kind donations of items
that are packed in the Loving Lunches each month: juice boxes/pouches (100% juice), granola 
bars, chips, and cookies and gift cards for perishable foods. All items must be individually 
packaged so they can be placed in individual lunch bags. 

Lincoln Park Community Shelter
420 people received meals prepared and delivered to Lincoln Park Shelter 

Sunday Night Suppers
300 people received meals prepared and served by PRCC volunteers on 3 different dates. 

Maine Township Food Pantry 
On an ongoing basis, we collected and delivered food staples to the Maine Township Pantry 

PRCC Community Pantry
The Christian Outreach Committee provided funds to assist with the creation of the PRCC 
Community Pantry located on the lawn near the south entryway on Butler Place. We also help 
with replenishing the food inventory in the pantry when needed. 

We are so very grateful for the kindness and 
generosity of PRCC individuals and families! We want to take time to celebrate all 
the people who were blessed because of YOU during 2022. 

CLOTHING & SERVING OTHERS:
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Questions about any of these outreach
opportunities or how to join this committee canbe directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org!

FEEDING OTHERS



Thank you to all who provided toys, books, and gift
cards for Kids Above All! Because of your generous
hearts, we were able to give 22 Target and Amazon
gift cards in the amound of $20 each and an
estimated total of $1,500 in toys and books!  Kids
Above All mission is to place the safety, well-being
& education of kids above everything else.  This
organization is doing amazing work and we look
forward to learning how we can continue
partnering with them in the future to serve our
kids in the community! 

Read more about Kids Above All here!

PRCC Outreach
GIVING TREE
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Exodus World Service Refugee Family
Paula Mack and Marylynn Collentine visited the Hernandez 
family of nine newly arrived refugees from Guatemala. They 
were welcomed into the family's home. PRCC held a 
housewarming shower for this refugee family in June; we 
delivered warm coats to them in November to help them 
prepare for their first winter, and took winter boots to them for 
Christmas.

COMING SOON IN 2023

Please check the dates listed below and see if you are able to help with 
any of these service projects. A Sign Up Genius is available for all dates! 

Loving Lunches (Jan 8, Feb date TBA)
Lincoln Park (Jan 5, Feb 2 and every 1st Thursday of the month)
Sunday Suppers (January 22 and May 21)

For any collections of food, clothing, toiletries, etc. you may place donations in the Park Place Room. 
We will make sure all donations go to the appropriate organization. Email us at 
outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org with any questions and suggestions.
Thank you again for your overwhelming generosity!

Thank you to everyone who contributed household items for the shower and warm clothing for 
them. The family appreciated our gifts very much! To learn more about Exodus and how you can 
help refugees, visit www.exodusworldservice.org.

https://www.kidsaboveall.org/
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/lovinglunches
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/lovinglunches
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-loving#/
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/lincoln-park-shelter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-lincoln22#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-lincoln22#/
https://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/sunday-suppers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-sunday35#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-sunday36#/
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Winter News

Kindred Spirits Café 
Kick off the new year by gathering with friends over lunch every Tuesday! We'll keep 
our spirits bright throughout the season of Epiphany with good company, fun games, 
and informative guest speakers. Bring your lunch and join us at noon in Jordan Hall.
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Knitting Knights

Men's Breakfast

We will be meeting at 7:00 pm in Jordan Hall on Monday 1/9 with future dates including:
2/13 3/13, 4/10. The January meeting will be a time of planning and sharing patterns, yarn
and materials. We are looking at offering lessons in March or April so be on the lookout for
that as well. Reach out to Liz Swanson for more details.

Jan 3 - No KSC: HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Jan 10 - January Birthdays

Jan 17 - Guest Speaker: Oak Street Health

Jan 24: Bingo!

Jan 31: Winter Reads: suggest a book or author that you love

Are you looking for ways to beat the cold 
and stay cozy in the winter months? Join 
the Knitting Knights for warm conversation 
and wooly projects that keep you toasty & 
comfy as they are created into useful items. 

All are welcome on Thursdays at 9:00 am. 

Each week, the men of PRCC are invited to gather for a time of fellowship and checking
in together. This social gathering is held in the church library and also on Zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09
Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399
Passcode: 461091

https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09
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The Welcome/Membership Committee will be holding an online Information 
Meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 7:30 pm. If you are interested in joining our PRCC 
family or if you'd like to find out more information about our church, please join us! 

We will be welcoming new members at the 10:00 am service on Sunday, Jan. 22. 
If you would like to become a member of PRCC, contact the church office, Pastor 
Carol, or anyone on the Welcome/Membership Committee! Please email the church 
office for the zoom link!

Sara Born (Sara.d.born@gmail.com)
Sue Douglass (suedouglass@hotmail.com)
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Welcome/Membership Committee

Back by popular demand…PRCC DINNER GROUPS!

Join others in PRCC's congregation for evenings of small group fellowship! Groups of 6-8 
people will be assigned and will then determine the best dates and times for their group to 
gather. You can opt to join a "dine in" group and meet at group members' homes or a "dine 
out" group and meet at restaurants. The goal is to have each group meet at least three 
times between Feb. and Nov. of 2023, but you can adjust to whatever works best for your 
group members. These groups are designed for adults only. If you have any questions, 
please reach out to Sarah McCarty (sarah.mccarty@parkridgecommunitychurch.org) or 
Dave Kapolnek (kapodave@sbcglobal.net). 

Click here to sign-up today! Deadline to register is January 15th.

Fellowship Committee

Adult Education
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
7:00 - 8:30 pm in Ellinger Transept
Join Jackie Tilles and others as we consider Adam 
Hamilton's study "Half Truths." Using video, discussion
questions, and bible passages we will consider the 
degree to which some expressions are grounded in 
theological truths and the biblical witness or not. This 
group is open to anyone! 

Books are available for $15 from the church office.

BOOK GROUP
Everyone is invited to join! Our next book will be: Just Mercy: A Story of
Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson. The discussions about
the book will be led by Sarah McCarty. The plan is to meet in February
to discuss the book over 3 meetings, maybe five chapters at a time.
Then for a fourth gathering we will offer the chance to view the 2019
movie as a group. The details of times in February are not decided –
but we wanted to let you know the title so you can begin reading!

http://gmail.com/
mailto:suedouglass@hotmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc58Q_Jx7ypO8KJEihhoLEMTU5TCzD1KK2wHNzS1XDd42di-A/viewform
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One Sunday during Advent the preaching lesson
was about Joseph. It is a story in the Gospel of Matthew
about an angel coming to Joseph in a dream to tell him to 
stay in the larger Christmas story.

Of course there was a children’s message that day – 
and it was about dreams. The children were asked 
whether they had dreams, whether they remembered 
them… and among the crowd of children there was 
nodding or “sometimes”. 

When Pastor Mollie said “Do you know who else had a dream?” One young person was
quick with a hand up because they knew the answer – “Martin Luther King!”. This was not
expected, but Pastor Mollie was sure to praise the good answer. “You are right! Certainly,
Dr. King had a dream!” And then she also taught the children about Joseph hearing God
through a dream. Joseph not only heard God, but he trusted God. 

We celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday this month. We learn many things about
Dr. King. One of these is that he was rooted in faith. He knew the stories of the Bible and
claimed the dreams and the promises. His “Doctor” status was earned at Boston University
in 1955; a Ph.D. in systematic theology. 

Yes, our PRCC children were correct – MLK had a dream. However, the struggle against
racism brings an awareness of “we are not there yet”. 

The book, Children of the Dream, is already old. In 1999 Caille Millner wrote one of the
essays about her experiences of racism in high school in the 1990s. Her words are still
needed now, “I think that with today’s subtle, insidious prejudice, blacks will have to find a
different way to achieve Dr. King’s dream… But the dream is still worth fighting for.”  

We celebrate the birth of Martin Luther King, Jr. He was a child in Sunday School who
learned about Joseph’s dream. He not only heard God, but trusted God. He honored his
calling and stayed in the larger Christmas story… Emmanuel! Surely God is with us!  

Let us honor our calling and our children to Love God and neighbor in 2023. 

Faith Development Team

Sue Laurie, Chair

THE PRCC SUPER BOWL PARTY IS BACK!
SUNDAY, FEB. 12 / THE GREAT HALL 
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Children's Ministry

December was an amazing and joy-filled month for the Children’s Ministry! There is
little doubt in my mind that this Christmas Season was one of the best ever. Our
annual Christmas Pageant was a huge blessing this year, as we were able to
experience the real meaning of Christmas through our children's performances. Each
of the children who participated in the Pageant should be very proud of their hard
work in learning their parts and the songs. What a wonderful gift! This tradition
would not be possible without the support of our families, Ann Swindell, Angie and
Andrew Weber and Sasha Gerritson. They have poured many hours into making the
magic of the pageant happen and we are so lucky that they have blessed us with
their amazing gifts! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

We also had the opportunity to celebrate Advent together. I loved having the chance
to catch up with many of you, learn about how other cultures celebrate Christmas
and craft some special keepsakes together. Thank you to our Fellowship team, Pastor
Carol, Adrian Hill, Luan Zoellner, Dave Swanson, Mark Holihan, Sheila and Jillian
Blackburn, Siri Nelson and all of our other wonderful helpers. Without you, these
special events would not be possible.  

We had a fantastic first semester of this year in Sunday School and I can’t wait to see
what 2023 holds for our children. We have a lot of fun and engaging activities
planned for the New Year!
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Family Outreach Opportunity

One of the first family activities that we will have this year is an 
Outreach opportunity! January is Sunday School’s month to help 
with our wonderful Outdoor Food Pantry. We are so excited to help 
with this mission. There is a metal cart available in the Park Place 
room labeled “Outdoor Food Pantry”. Please donate food here to 
help us stock the pantry! Take what you need, give what you can! 



New Year Prayer for Children
 

Dear God,
Thank you for all of the exciting things this New Year will bring.

Thank you for the chance to make changes and set goals.
Please help me to make realistic resolutions,

And remind me to keep trying even when it is hard.
Thank you for giving me a fresh start every day.

I know you are beside me to cheer me on.
Thank you for this New Year.

Amen.
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Please be sure to take a look at the calendar for 2nd Semester Sunday 
School toward the bottom of this email. We are asking, once again, for 
families to volunteer to come and teach our children once this 
semester. It is such a JOY to be with these children, so pick a day or pick 
several! We have lots of dates available to accommodate your 
schedules! Sign up HERE.

Second Semester Calendar & Sign-Up

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e45a9a922a1fac61-sunday#/
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PRCC Youth:
We have great opportunities for 
Youth to connect through the 
month of January--including a 
day of snow tubing at Wilmot 
in Wisconsin! Be sure to check 
out the website and Youth 
Parent Weekly email for sign up 
and pricing details! We will also 
bring back Youth Lead where 
Youth will be able to learn 
about their gifts and how to 
utilize them in the world! 
Youth are always welcome to 
bring friends as we grow in 
relationship with one another 
and God!
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Pastor Mollie:
pastormollie@
parkridgecommunitychurch.org

6TH-12TH GRADES
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FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN:
SAT. FEB. 11
PRCC will be serving with Feed My Starving 
Children on February 11. Following the service 
time, the Jr. Youth will head to lunch together 
at Portillo's!

The Jr. Youth had an AWESOME time at the
Christmas Late Night in December!

22 Jr. Youth gathered for carol karaoke, games,
gingerbread and card making!

Thank you to Jason and Abbey for leading our 
Jr. Youth!

 

CONFIRMATION 
SESSION 2:

 
SUNDAY,

JANUARY 22
3-7 PM 

YOUTH 6TH-12TH ARE INVITED TO 
GATHER IN THE GREAT HALL 

FOLLOWING THE CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL!
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December Snapshots
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

ADVENT FESTIVAL



Our Prayer Ministry

At PRCC we realize we need each other and commit to pray for each other. In
this season of Advent we reach out in loving kindness and pray for peace on
Earth. As you are led by the Holy Spirit, please continue to pray for: Heather

Cannon, Evan Curtis, Candace Kidston, Walter Kotecki, Christine Kotecki, Tracy
McKenzie, Brian Stevens, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, & Kate Zoellner.

 
We also keep in our prayers the following prayer requests from December:

Life in the Resurrection

We hold the Le Duc family in our prayers, as Geri Le Duc, mom of Linda,
grandma to Darcy, entered life in the resurrection on November 27.
We hold the family and loved ones of David Belden, whose father entered
life in the resurrection the week of the 4th.
Charlie asks us to hold in our prayers all those who are grieving the loss of
Jerry, Charlie's sister-in-law's father. Jerry entered in life in the
resurrection on 12/2.
We hold in prayer the Scott Nelson family as they grieve the loss of his
aunt Nancy who entered life in the resurrection 11/29.
We hold in prayer the friends and family of Bob Beall who entered life in
the resurrection 11/20. Bob was Liz Swanson's first cousin and the family
will be gathering this Saturday to honor his life.
We pray for Pastor Mollie and her family as they grieve the loss of her
cousin Mitchell who entered life in the resurrection on December 11th.
We hold Dave and Gretchen K in our prayers, as Dave's brother Tom
entered life in the resurrection on 12/11. We pray especially for Tom's wife
Diane as life shifts away from being full time caregiver.
We are praying for the Hinton family, as Jason's father, Doug, entered life
in the resurrection on Thursday, Dec. 15. 
We hold the Solomon family in our prayers, and Emily Solomon Rich's
husband Brian entered life in the resurrection on Wednesday, December
14 after a devastating cardiac event. We hold Emily and their 2 month old
daughter Edith, and all of their loved ones in our prayers.
David Brockman, friend of the Erlandson family, entered life in the
resurrection on Thursday, Dec. 15.
We hold the Nolan family in our prayers. Long time member Marty Nolan
entered life in the resurrection on Monday, Dec. 19
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Healing & Recovery

Beth P. gives thanks for the prayers as she underwent surgery for breast 
cancer, and asks for continued prayers as the radiation and treatment journey 
begins.
As more of those we know and love are coming down with Covid or the flu, we 
pray for mild symptoms and quick healing.
We pray for Eugene’s mom Elsie, who had a fall this week and is healing from 
the subsequent surgery on her broken leg and hip.
Sharon asks us to hold her friend Marion in prayers as she recovers from a 
stroke and is working hard in rehab.
Please pray for Sam O., nephew of Lois & Joe Zitoli, for a successful surgery on 
12/5.
Angie Papassavas has asked for continued prayers for her and her mother as 
her mother faces medical challenges. Peace and wisdom for Angie as her 
caregiver.
Please pray for Matt, Bill W's cousin, as he prepares for open heart surgery on 
12/14.
We hold Evan C. in our prayers as he has his 2nd hip surgery on 12/12.
Lorel B. asks for prayers for her brother Mel, as the family meets with the 
doctors on 12/11, hoping for a positive diagnosis..
Tom & Lorel ask for continued prayers for her brother Mel who has a difficult 
diagnosis and is waiting for more tests to determine next steps.

General Prayers

We had an online prayer request submitted through our website for a marriage 
that is seeming to fall apart. Prayers for this couple as they navigate broken 
trust.
Reese McGuffey asks for prayers for her grandma's house to sell and prayers for 
this church and her family.
We pray for safe travels for all who are traveling near & far this Christmas 
season!
Reese asks for prayers for Pastor Carol, Pastor Mollie and every pastor.
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Joys

We celebrate the baptism of James on December 4th!
We celebrate the Spirit of Christmas gathering and all the ways our church
ministries provide connection and support to one another in what can be a
challenging time of year for many folks.
December 4th was a beautiful day of intergenerational time at the Advent
Festival!
We celebrate the joy of our children telling of Jesus' birth, and give thanks for
the village surrounding our children, teaching them to sing, to pray, and these
stories of our faith.
It is a joy to share the good news that Katie R's follow-up oncologist
appointment brought the great news of no need for any chemo or radiation
treatments.
The Reboletti's also thank God for the much improved health status of niece
Rachael.
Flowers were sent this week in gratitude of the efforts of our church in helping
those affected by the Bristol Court fire earlier this year. 
We are also grateful that our sanctuary can serve as a place of prayer and
reflection for those in our community, even when they are not members of our
congregation. We lift their prayers up alongside our own.
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