
And On Earth Peace

December 4: ... Change is Coming: Candle of Peace
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Holy Communion, served in pews
Matthew 3:1-12; Isaiah 11:1-10

December 11: ...Fearless Joy: Candle of Joy
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ONE SERVICE 10 am: Pageant Sunday!
Matthew 11:2-11; Isaiah 35:1-10
Preacher: Pastor Mollie Foster

December 18: ...Unconventional Peace: Candle of
Love; Choir Cantata at 10 am
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 7:10-16

December 24: ...Christmas Eve: Candle of Christ
4 pm Family Service
11 pm Candelight and Carols service
Luke 2:1-14; Isaiah 9:2-7

December 25: ...The Prince of Peace is Born!
ONE SERVICE 10 am: Happy Birthday, Jesus!
John 1:1-14; Psalm 96:1-4a
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"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
   and on earth peace among those 

whom God favors!" Luke 2:14 
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The Pastor's Note
Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister
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HOW TO REACH ME:
(847) 823-3164 x.14
pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

My morning routine involves trying to
catch up on the news of what is
happening in our city, nation, and
world.  I listen with heightened
curiosity and concern about what is
going on in Ukraine.  I have to admit
that my mind is blown and my heart
broken trying to imagine what is has
been like for our Ukrainian siblings as
they have utilities cut off for hours
each day, have defined plans on how
to conserve water, and prepared their
plan on where to go and what to do in
case of invasion, air attack or who
knows what.  I feel quite lucky to have
never had to make such plans for
myself or my family. 

My Oma was in high school during
World War II in Holland, her future
husband, Opa, was a part of the
"Underground" undermining the work
of the Germans, while friends jumped
out of windows because of their
pervasive fears. Neighbors hid Jewish
families and the absolute silence was
deafening.  My aunt Michele recalls the
stories shared and says "it was
unbelievable what people would do to
keep others' safe. They risked their lives
because other people's lives depended
on it." 

Advent is a season of waiting. Advent is
a season of anticipating.  We anticipate
what God is doing. We anticipate the
culmination of what God has been
doing.  One of those promises is that
there would be peace of earth.  There
are days when the concept of "peace"
seems like an unrealistic dream.  

Don't misunderstand. I believe that
God is capable of far more than we
could ever imagine. I believe that God

desires the kind of peace described in
Isaiah where the lamb lies down with
the lion and is not afraid.  I am just so
aware of the lions -the politicians, the
greedy, the violent who would rather
devour another before counting the
cost.  And in the middle of our broken
world...our God is born anew. 

The fact that God chooses to be
present on earth in the vulnerable and
physical presence of the person Jesus
is a miracle. The fact that God chose to
assume the fragility of human flesh -
with all its pimples, lumps, and bumps
is perhaps ludicrous. And yet, God says
yes. In so doing, God understands our
human condition - our fears, our
needs, our turmoil. 

...And into it all, God says Peace. Into it
all, God creates Peace.  Into it all, God
cultivates Peace.  What a gift! Perhaps,
this is the best gift of all.  Peace be
with you. Now and Always.



ONLINE & IN-PERSON
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org 

8:30 am Chapel Worship
10:00 am Sanctuary Worship 
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Worship

COFFEE HOUR
Coffee Hour is back!! Following the 10 am
worship service, all are invited to gather in
Jordan Hall for coffee and fellowship. This
year, coffee hour is becoming more
environmentally conscious, as we use
reusable coffee mugs rather than
disposable cups. 

WAYS TO WORSHIP 
You are invited to worship with us online
via our Livestream Service or in-person at
8:30 or 10 am. The Livestream service is
accessible on the church website,
Facebook page, and YouTube channel for
viewing live or anytime thereafter.

NURSERY CARE 
On Sunday mornings from 8:30-11:30
am, the Church nursery is staffed with
two caregivers, who will care for infants
and children. Parents can drop off their
child, leave a phone number, and pick
them up following worship. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
On Sunday, December 4, we will celebrate 
the sacrament of Holy Communion. At 
PRCC, we celebrate an open table, which 
means all are welcome to partake. In 
order to maintain an open table, gluten 
free bread and unfermented juice will be 
served.

GIVING
Your giving to Park Ridge Community
Church remains vitally important to
keeping our ministries active! Thank you
for your ongoing support. You can give
your offerings by dropping off or mailing
a check, signing up for automatic
withdrawals, or giving electronically
through PayPal or Zelle at
giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

Advent &
Christmas

Worship Events:
December 4: 

The second Sunday of 
Advent will host two 

services complete with 
communion as we 

prepare our hearts for 
the birth of the Savior. 

Advent Festival at 5 pm.
 

December 11: PAGEANT
We will have ONE 

SERVICE at 10 am on 
Pageant Sunday. Our 

children will reenact the 
Christmas story!

 
December 18: CANTATA
There are two services 
this Sunday, but the 10 
am service will feature 
the Christmas Cantata 

“Magnificat” by Pergolesi. 
 

December 24: Xmas Eve  
We will gather for two 
services at 4 and 11 pm, 
both with candlelight, 

carols and the Christmas 
message!

 
December 25: Xmas Day! 

We will have ONE 
SERVICE at 10 am, 

gathering to sing "Happy 
Birthday" to Jesus, have a 
Christmas cupcake, read 
the story and celebrate

Emmanuel, God with us! 

http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/
http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org/


Christmas music is my FAVORITE! My heart overflows with gladness when we start singing
beloved carols or excerpts from the Messiah, rehearse classical cantatas or newly composed
anthems, hear the sweet sounds of our string quartet or the delicate ringing of the handbells or
the tones of the beautiful pipe organ – ALL of it! I love it with all my heart. 

Those involved in our PRCC Music Ministry have been hard at work for months preparing for
Advent and Christmas music. Guest musicians are stopping by to play, the choirs are full, the
pianos and organ recently got their tune ups. All is ready to prepare the way for the Lord! 

Here are a few highlights of what’s happening, musically speaking, this month, at the 10 am
worship services. 

“Hark!” The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Music at PRCC
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Carols, Cantatas, & Pageants, Oh My! 

by Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries

Sunday, December 4th, we will be visited by my good friend and classical guitarist, Dr. Brian
Torosian. His melodious sounds on the 12-string guitar are always a treat. Also that day, we will be
blessed by a vocal solo from Lorenzo Formosa, baritone, accompanied by Sue Douglass on the
organ. The song is "The Call" and was composed by Ralph Vaughan Williams, as part of the Five
Mystical Songs. The text, written for Advent about the coming of our Lord is “Come, my Joy, my
Love, my Heart; Such a Joy as none can move, Such a Love as none can part, Such a heart, as joys in
love.” The Chancel Choir will round out the music with the anthem Who Will Send a Baby?

Sunday, December 11th is our annual Christmas Pageant day and music is a central part of it! We
sing many of the beloved and traditional Christmas carols during worship, as well as hear from the
Bells on High, the Junior and Middle School Choirs, the Sunday School Music program, Angie and
Andrew Weber and much more! It will be a music filled day of meaningful worship!

Sunday, December 18th the PRCC Chancel Choir and PRCC string quartet will present a cantata
called "Magnificat" by Giovanni Pergolesi, a Baroque era composer. The joyous music matches the
jubilant text “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior!” The
choir will sing in the original Latin, with an English translation in the bulletin. Accompanied by our
magnificent string quartet and Jane Kenas-Heller, our fabulous pianist, the cantata is a musical
offering of gratitude and joy. 

Saturday, December 24th, Christmas Eve, we will hear from Angie & Andrew Weber, members of
the Junior and Middle school choirs and our newly formed Men’s Choral group (affectionately called
the “Dad Choir” by the kids!) at the 4 pm service, and then at the 11 pm service, we will have the
Chancel Choir singing “What Sweeter Music” by John Rutter and a lovely arrangement of “What
Child is This?” for chorus and string quartet, in addition to our beloved carols accompanied by the
sweet sounds of the organ. And as a special treat, I always ask our string quartet to end the entire
evening with the Allegro movement of the Christmas Concerto by Corelli. Another favorite!



Luan Zoellner
Lily Weber
Nate Jarvis; Carrie Stewart
Sue Laurie; Jill Wendorf; Susan Douglass; Kayleigh Plach
Beth Parsch
Keith Reboletti; Quinn Riley
George Skoog
Elaine Zabawski
Char Neumann
James Solomon
Andrew Weber; Emily Zoellner; Candace McGuffey
Anne Zoellner; Patricia Williams
Hillary Larson; Jesus
Susan Hollingsworth; Noah Laginess

Adult Education

December Birthdays
12/1
12/2
12/3
12/4
12/6
12/7
12/10
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/29
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ADVENT STUDY: GOD IS IN THE MANGER
For the four weeks of Advent, our 
Wednesday evening Bible Study will 
consider Dietrich Bonhoeffer's God is in 
the Manger as we seek to deepen our 
understanding and awareness of what the 
birth of Christ means. 

DAILY DEVOTIONS DURING ADVENT
Throughout December, a daily devotion 
will be emailed out to the church mailing 
list to help keep us grounded. These 
devotions are written by Anna Guillozet. 
Printed copies will be mailed by the Senior 
Contact Ministry team to our homebound 
members to keep us all connected.
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As this year is drawing to a close, we are overwhelmed with
gratitude for each of YOU and all the gifts that you share with
our church family to make it uniquely special. The holidays are
especially powerful in allowing us to reset and pause as we
take an emotional, physical and spiritual assessment of the
prior year. Counting our blessings is a wonderful way to express
gratitude and consider how we might live more simply yet
abundantly.
 
We have just wrapped up an amazing Stewardship series,
which is the first step towards our goal of becoming more
financially viable and creating a sustainable future for our
church in these coming years. Thank you for your generosity
and for trusting in the mission and ministry that is Park Ridge
Community Church.  
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Board Update
Naomi Siebert & Dan Smith

A Snapshot of the Stewardship Campaign

Will you come alongside us in quiet reflection to see how God is calling us to continue to
share our time, talents and treasure, as we step out in faith in our church, our community
and our world? Could we strive to make every day a day that we will be good stewards of
all we are entrusted with? How can each of us individually and collectively live into the
goal of reactivating and engaging our members and visitors in being actively involved in
our mission and ministries? Can we expand our outreach and mission, family activities
and multigenerational events so they impact our community? What dreams are you
dreaming or hopes are you hoping? We want to hear from you!
 
Are you up for the challenge? We know we can do it…with God’s help and yours too! If we
can plug you into any area of mission or ministry that is tugging at your heart, please let
us know at leadership@parkridgecommunitychurch.org.

We are still receiving commitment cards for 2023, so if you haven't
turned yours in, please do so soon! ACH givers, please confirm if you
would like to remain at the same level or increase! Look in the January
CC News for a more complete picture of our stewardship results!

Total Households

2022 Campaign
106

 

2023 Campaign*
96

= 12 households

2022 2023

Operating Budget

$500,000 

$400,000 

$300,000 

$200,000 

$100,000 

$0 

2022 Total
$352,977

2023 Total*
$414,037

*2023 Numbers are as of 11/27/22

2022 2023

Capital Fund

40,000 

30,000 

20,000 

10,000 

0 

2023 Total*
$31,290

2022 Total
$0



So I say to you: Ask and it will be given
to you; seek and you will find; knock
and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks receives; the
one who seeks finds; and to the one

who knocks, the door will be opened.
 

LUKE 11:9-10 A Christmas Story is one of my family’s
favorite holiday movies. Because we love the
movie so much, I noticed in the news recently
that the house used in the movie is for sale. 
 The man who currently owns the house
bought it about 16 years ago when he was
facing a roadblock in his life. His parents sent
him a “leg lamp” to cheer him up and that
took his life down a new, different path
resulting in purchasing the house, turning it
into a museum and drawing tourists to the
area. The path of this man’s journey is
changing yet again with the sale of the house
that offered him a new direction years ago.

The path for many of us comes to a fork or
change in directions that can stir up different
emotions. I’m looking at such a change in the
direction of my path as retirement quickly
approaches. I know I have the best job in the
world! I have loved serving as the Pastoral
Care Director for the past 11 years and I’m
thrilled that Sarah McCarty will be the next
one stepping into this role. I am excited for
what it means to PRCC to have Sarah in this
position and I’m so very excited for what
retirement means for me and my family.
Even though this transition is being done
thoughtfully and carefully, I have mixed
emotions about what’s ahead. Any change in
our life can be a mixed-up soup of a wide
variety of feelings. Change can be joyful,
exciting and thrilling and at the same time,
change can also cause sadness,
disappointment and be stressful. So many
feelings are stirred up with changes of all
kinds including elation, apprehension,
happiness, uncertainty, love, regret, relief,
anxiety, grief and so, so, so much more.

Holding all those feelings at once can be
overwhelming! When overwhelmed with all
the emotions that change stirs up, it’s easier
when shared with a caring partner. Friends
and family members are important to have in
our lives when we face changes. Parents who
send “leg lamps” are thoughtful and those
gestures go a long way to help us. 

Stephen Ministry
Message
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Liz Swanson

And yet, there are times we need more 
support than our friends and family can 
provide. During those times, having a Stephen 
Minister at your side can make all the 
difference. A Stephen Minister is someone 
who will be present and listen to your heart, 
meeting you just where you are without 
judgment. Listening to you as you recognize 
and feel all those different feelings is what 
turns that mixed-up soup of emotions into a 
digestible meal.

Maybe you are thinking you could use a 
Stephen Minister to walk with or maybe you 
are thinking you could be a Stephen Minister 
and walk with someone who is facing a 
change in life. A new class of Stephen 
Ministers will begin in January, and we’d love 
for you to join us. Would you like to hear more 
about Stephen Ministry? Please reach out to 
me or one of the staff or Stephen Leaders. We 
love to talk about Stephen Ministry, and we’d 
love to talk to you about the change Stephen 
Ministry can bring to your life.

Stephen Ministry Training to begin 
January 2023

Stephen Ministry offers confidential care for
anyone experiencing difficulties in their life. 
 Our congregation has received the prayer
support and one-to-one care of Stephen

Ministers for over 25 years. We will be offering
training to anyone interested in becoming a
Stephen Minister beginning in January 2023.

If you are interested or would like more
information, please speak with any of our

Stephen Leaders: Ginny Feurer, Sarah McCarty,
Anita Rifkind, Jan Steiner or Liz Swanson
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Volunteer Spotlight
So many members and friends volunteer their time to our beloved church. We 

are grateful for each and every one of them. Some people we see and hear 
about all the time but there are others behind the scenes and we don’t always 

know about all that they do. Each month in our Volunteer Spotlight we say 
thank you to an individual, couple or group for sharing their time and talents. 
This also gives us the opportunity to share with members and newcomers a 
little bit of information about what our "generous stewards of God's gifts" are 

doing here at PRCC. 
 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms. 

Peter 4:10
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This month we recognize 

Ace Steele!

 We are lucky to have Ace at PRCC!

If you've met Ace, you've experienced their wonderful
sense of humor and heart to help others!  Ace is
always quick to ask, "How can I help?"

Ace is a constant in the life of Youth Ministry. Not only
do they attend Youth Group and Confirmation
regularly, but they help prepare for gatherings by
volunteering once a week on Wednesday afternoons
with Pastor Mollie.

They are the recipient of the "Golden Pumpkin Award" for the 2nd year in a row--
serving too many hours to keep track of in the Patch! Ace is a Sunday morning Usher,
has assisted with the Junior Choir, helps set up for Coffee Hour. They serve in the
Children's Ministry by helping with Vacation Bible School.  Morgan shares, "Ace has
been such a wonderful ray of sunshine to me! During VBS, they were ready to help with
anything we needed. We never even had to ask-they jumped in and helped make VBS
a huge success. Their smile often brightens my day just to see them."

Over the past few years, Ace has really grown! They do so much behind the scenes and
recently they stepped out of their comfort zone to lead the Prayer of Thanksgiving in
worship. We celebrate ALL Ace does and ALL that Ace is! 



OPPORTUNTIES TO SERVE
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Outreach News

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPER:  January 22nd
We need volunteers to help prepare and serve a meal to feed 100 people struggling with
enough food for their families on Sunday, January 22nd. We’re looking for two (2) additional
cooks to help in the PRCC Kitchen from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm and 10 volunteers to help serve the
meal and clean up at the host site, Park Ridge Presbyterian Church, from 3:00 - 5:30 pm.
Anyone 13 years or older is welcome to volunteer. Please use the SignUp Genius so we will
know if all slots are filled or contact Cheryll DeYoung at cheryll.deyoung@att.net.  

Please use the Sign Up Genius if you can help in any way listed above or contact Paula Mack if
you would like to help our newest outreach partner and local non-profit. 

LINCOLN PARK COMMUNITY SERVICES: December 1st
We will prepare a meal in the PRCC Kitchen to serve 35 people at Lincoln Park Shelter. Our
assigned date is always the first Thursday of the month. Meal prep/cooking starts at 11:30 am
and finishes around 1:30 pm. If you can assist with meal preparation, please use the Sign Up
Genius for December 1st on the PRCC website under SERVE/OUTREACH or contact Luan
Zoellner at lzoellner@ameritech.net or (847) 525-8353.
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Questions about any of these outreach
opportunities or how to join this committee canbe directed to outreach@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

 Volunteer to help pack 160 sack lunches for homeless Chicago residents 
during the Sunday Coffee Hour on our designated dates. 
 Purchase items for the sack lunches, such as juice boxes, protein bars, 
chips, cookies or ziploc bags and drop them off in the Park Place Room.  
 Send a monetary donation or grocery store gift card to assist with 
essential perishables of fresh fruit, bread, lunch meat and cheese for the 
sack lunches.**Drop off/mail to the PRCC office marked "Loving Lunches"

LOVING LUNCHES: December 11th 

There are THREE WAYS TO HELP:
1.

2.

3.

PADS PROGRAM
Christian outreach is partnering with JOURNEYS the Road 
Home to provide a meal at one of their church PADS sites, St. 
Mark Lutheran Church in Mount Prospect on Monday, 
December 19. We will be preparing a meal for 35 people and
dropping the meal off at St. Mark. 

JOURNEYS | The Road Home PADS program is comprised of 
18 faith based sites that provide overnight shelter for the 
homeless, including dinner, breakfast, and a sack lunch. The 
program is staffed by over 2,000 volunteers, and during the 
last year housed an average of 70 guests per night. 
JOURNEYS | The Road Home is the only provider in 
north/northwest Cook County to offer both shelter and social 
services to the homeless and at-risk. They served nearly 900 
clients this past year.

JOURNEYS | THE ROAD HOME: December 19th

SIGN UP HERE TO HELP!

Click here for more 
information on this 

organization and here for 
other volunteer 
opportunities.

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-sunday34
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-loving
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-lincoln23
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094BAEAB2DA4FB6-pads
https://www.journeystheroadhome.org/pads-shelter-program.html
https://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/organization/001A000000g8DBPIA2


Books for Children and Teens
Toys and Stuffed Animals
$20 Gift Cards to Amazon and Target

This Advent season, the Outreach Team is excited 
to be partnering with Kids Above All to provide 
gifts for kids in need!  Ornaments with needed gifts 
will be placed on the Christmas Tree in the Park 
Place room beginning November 27th. Simply take 
the ornament with the gifts you would like to 
provide and bring to the Park Place room by 
December 10th!
For questions, contact Laura Lapp or Pastor Mollie.

PROVIDE GIFTS FOR KIDS IN NEED!

Read more about 
Kids Above All here! 

PRCC Outreach
GIVING TREE
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Outreach News
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OPPORTUNTIES TO GIVE

THE NIGHT MINISTRY: Boots Needed
The Night Ministry is in need of 50-75 pairs of new or gently used boots (preferably 
made of water resistant materials for better warmth and durability, such as 
leather/pleather), in these sizes:
Men – 10-12, plus a few 13 or 14, including half sizes and wide widths
Women – 8-11, including half sizes and wide widths. We will make two deliveries, 
on/around Sunday, December 11 and another on/around Sunday, January 8th. 

THE BRIDGE PROJECT
Underwear: we’ll continue collecting new, unopened packages of underwear for 
men and women in sizes medium, large and extra large for the Bridge Project 
through the end of December. 

Warm Weather Gear: a donation drive for warm weather gear for both adults and 
children - new or gently used coats, hats, scarves, mittens and blankets - will 
begin in December and run through the end of January. 

YOU’LL FIND THE COLLECTION AREA FOR ALL ITEMS  
IN THE PARK PLACE ROOM. 

https://www.kidsaboveall.org/
https://www.kidsaboveall.org/


Kindred Spirits Café is a time for anyone who has lunch time free on Tuesdays to come 
to Jordan Hall.  Pop in at noon after chair yoga or whatever you are doing to eat and 
socialize with friends. Please bring your sack lunch and we will provide dessert and 
beverages. We have a fun December schedule and if you need more information, 
please contact Sarah McCarty at sarah.mccarty@parkridgecommunitychurch.org. 
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Winter News

Kindred Spirits Café 

Knitting Knights

Men's Breakfast

Be on the look-out for our sale table at the Spirit of Christmas as well as after church on
Sunday the 11th. Knitting Knights will be meeting in Jordan Hall at 7 pm on Monday 11/27
and 12/5 for Pizza & Pricing. Join us and contact Liz Swanson if you need more information
or supplies for a project you’re working on.  

12/6 - Christmas Party!! With food and live music from Lynn Brant & Edde Young

12/13 - Birthdays and Cookie Tasting Contest (Luan Z. 12/1, Lynn Brant 12/2, Beth 
Parsch 12/6)

12/20 - Christmas Games and Fun

12/27 - MERRY CHRISTMAS! (No KSC)

1/3/23 - HAPPY NEW YEAR! (No KSC)

Spirit of Christmas is 
coming and the Knitting 
Knights are crafting holiday 
items and warm winter 
goods to sell and donate. 

All are welcome on Thursdays at 9:00 am. 

Each week, the men of PRCC are invited to gather for a time of fellowship and checking
in together. This social gathering is held in the church library and also on Zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09
Meeting ID: 923 9532 9399
Passcode: 461091

mailto:sarah.mccarty@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
https://zoom.us/j/92395329399?pwd=UmlIN0llLzk0YjB3QVVaWlNQdUYrZz09


The creation care team thanks the Fellowship Committee and all the volunteers who 
helped on Consecration Sunday so that we could use our beautiful church dishes and 
silverware instead of plastic. Thank you to all our church members for coming along on 
this journey of better care of God's great Earth.

Tricia Williams, Liz Swanson, Karen Nelson, Bill Barsanti, Karen Heckmann, Bob Mack, Mike 
Laginess, Jenny Sanderson
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Creation Care News

Wednesday, December 7th at 5 pm

Women of all ages are invited to celebrate The Spirit of Christmas hosted by Circle 
10 on Wednesday, December 7th at the Park Ridge Country Club. Bring your friends 
and enjoy an evening of friendship and fun plus shopping with specialty items from 
local vendors, raffles, and more. Drinks available for purchase beginning at 5:00 pm, 
followed by a sit down dinner at 6:30 pm. Tickets are $50 and are still available for 
purchase in the Office. Check, cash or Zelle pay at prcccircle10@gmail.com 
accepted. Please join us!

Spirit of Christmas

mailto:prcccircle10@gmail.com


Do you love holiday baking? Spread some cheer by 
sharing your favorite Christmas cookie with our 

seniors. We're asking folks to donate two dozen cookies 
that will be boxed and delivered to our homebound

friends. Not a baker? Sign up to deliver the boxes 
between Sun., Dec. 11 and Sun., Dec. 18. 

Find more details here. 
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Back by popular demand…PRCC DINNER GROUPS!

Join others in PRCC's congregation for evenings of small group fellowship! Groups of 6-8 
people will be assigned and will then determine the best dates and times for their group to 
gather. You can opt to join a "dine in" group and meet at group members' homes or a "dine 
out" group and meet at restaurants. The goal is to have each group meet at least three 
times between Feb. and Nov. of 2023, but you can adjust to whatever works best for your 
group members. These groups are designed for adults only. If you have any questions, 
please reach out to Sarah McCarty (sarah.mccarty@parkridgecommunitychurch.org) or 
Dave Kapolnek (kapodave@sbcglobal.net). 

Click here to sign-up today! Deadline to register is January 15th.

Fellowship Committee

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baeab2da4fb6-christmas
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc58Q_Jx7ypO8KJEihhoLEMTU5TCzD1KK2wHNzS1XDd42di-A/viewform
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Children's Ministry

November was a fun month in Sunday School! We spent our Sunday mornings 
learning about grace, forgiveness, working together, welcoming others and many 
different ways to live like Jesus. We enjoyed playing games, making new crafts and 
learning bible stories together.  

The anticipation is beginning to build for Christmas! There are so many wonderful 
things to celebrate at Christmas. We get to gather with friends and family to 
celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus, eat many of our favorite holiday foods, look at 
Christmas lights and many other wonderful traditions that so many families have. I 
am really looking forward to the Advent Festival on December 4th. We will gather 
with one another and dig into roots from other cultures to see how other places 
celebrate Christmas. It is sure to be a fun time for all and we will hope you will join us! 
Additionally, we are looking forward to our Christmas Pageant. It is so much fun to 
see the kids getting excited for this most beloved PRCC tradition. I can’t wait to see 
their performances and I know many of you are looking forward to this too! I wish you 
and your family a very blessed and joy-filled month. 

An important rehearsal will take place on Saturday, December 10th,
10 am-12 pm. Songs will be rehearsed during regular music time during 
November and December. 

You can register your child(ren) to participate in the pageant at this link.
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Christmas Pageant: 
December 11th @ 10 am

Our beloved Christmas Pageant will 
take place during the 10 am worship 
service on December 11th. Children 
preschool through high school are 
invited to participate by singing or 
speaking, and each will wear an 
amazing costume handmade by Ann 
Swindell!. There is room for everyone  
to participate in this wonderful and 
beloved pageant.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZD9y3mcCPm4YbEJFd0ksXWYB1HjwfOU9gArrxDHNxTnUdGw/viewform


Participate in the PRCC Toy Drive
Adopt a grandparent
Help at a food pantry 
Donate boots at PRCC
Bring gifts to Baby Jesus on Christmas Morning at church
Make and distribute homeless kits
Collect offering in your offering jars to benefit PRCC
Mail cards to military members
Donate a winter coat or two
Bake cookies for first responders

Christmas Family Service Ideas
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December 4: Sunday School & Advent Festival
December 10: Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
December 11: Christmas Pageant
December 18: Sunday School
December 25 & January 1: No Sunday School

UPCOMING DATES

Second Semester Calendar & Sign-Up
Thank you to all of our wonderful Sunday School families who have 
volunteered their time to teach our amazing children! We have loved 
having so many new and familiar faces in Sunday School. We are 
looking forward to the new year and have started a sign up genius 
where you can volunteer for the day(s) that work for you! Sign up here. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e45a9a922a1fac61-sunday


5:00:  Food and Fellowship in Jordan Hall

5:30:  Sing Christmas Carols from different parts of the world
5:40:  Create Keepsakes and travel around the world!
6:45:  Lighting of the Lanterns with Silent Night
7:00:  Depart

 

                       Ham provided by the Fellowship Team 
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Join us for our Advent
Festival: "Peace on

Earth" where we will
have the chance to

explore our roots
from various

countries and
cultures. 

Morgan Tone
Director of Children’s Ministry
morgan@
parkridgecommunitychurch.org



We extend a special shout out to the community businesses and families that provided 
Patch Sponsorship! Your generosity was heartwarming and we are extremely grateful for 
your support!

Because of your efforts we were able to fundraise enough to contribute to the Kentucky 
Housing Alliance who are working to solve the housing crisis in eastern Kentucky where 
our youth served last year and was ravaged by floods just two weeks after their departure. 
In addition, proceeds from the Patch will be used to cover transportation costs for our 
youth as they travel to Milwaukee and Philadelphia in the Summer 2023 to learn about 
food insecurity and serve in partnership with local nonprofits in those cities. Truly a 
blessing to have this opportunity to once again live out the PRCC core values of learning, 
serving, playing and growing together.  

We look forward to seeing you all in 2023 as we celebrate a remarkable 20th year! 

In this Season of Gratitude…We thank you for your time, your willingness to get dirty and
your openness to meeting new friends and neighbors.  Thank you for sharing your smiles,
your muscles and yoga meditations.  Thank you for donated crafts, baked goods, electrical
wiring knowledge, forklift driving and customer service skills. Thank you for helping us
create a unique space where everyone can gather and everyone belongs.

This year’s Patch was brought to life and sustained by over 60 individuals volunteering to
fill work slots exceeding 500 hrs of service. In addition, during this pumpkin season, we
were extremely grateful for groups like the Falcons Football team, local BSA Troops 50 and
76, Girl Scout Troops 40651 and 4959, the Maine South National Honor Society, St Paul the
Cross CCD students and the Park Ridge Parish Youth Ministries for additional helping
hands. Truly a Godsend!

For the second year, PRCC partnered with the Park Ridge Library and friends gathering
around the pumpkins for story time, pumpkin decorating and yoga. We hosted fun
karaoke and movie nights in the patch. Hundreds of families visited us, many with small
children in tow for a special first pumpkin patch experience. PRCC has been blessed by all
these connections, new and old, and looks forward to being good stewards of these
donations of time, talent and treasure!

Pumpkin Patch Thank You
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All Praise and Glory be to God!
The 2022 Pumpkin Patch Committee

PRCC Youth Committee
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP:
MILWAUKEE 

Who: Middle School 
Current 6th-7th graders 

When:  July 23-28, 2023

Registration Cost:
$425 per person (if registered Nov 1-Feb 1)
$450 per person (if registered after Feb 1)

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER!
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PRCC Patch Recap!

HIGH SCHOOL TRIP:
PHILADELPHIA

Who: High School
Current 8th-12th graders

When:  June 10-17, 2023

Registration Cost:
$525 per person (if registered Nov 1-Feb 1)
$550 per person (if registered after Feb 1)

2023 YOUTH MISSION TRIPS

TOTAL INCOME: $24,601
EXPENSES: $7,716
TOTAL PROFIT: $16,885

SALES TRANSACTIONS: 1858
SPONSORS: 21

Park Ridge Falcons Football Team
Boy Scouts: Troop 76 & Troop 50
Girl Scouts: Troop 40651 & 49597  
St. Paul of the Cross CCD Program
Maine South National Honor Society
Park Ridge Public Library   
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church
First United Methodist Church 

Number of Shifts Filled:  250+
Volunteer Hours:  450+
Unique Volunteers:  63

Community Connections:  

Karaoke in the Patch:  39 attendees
Kids in the Patch:  105 children, over 200
attendees
Toddlers in the Patch:  46 attendees
Movie in the Patch:  20 attendees
Party in the Patch:  30 youth, 7 adults

Special Events:  5
Event Attendees:  330+

https://forms.gle/S9PiQtyAeNDPxkB68
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We have great 
opportunities for 
Youth to connect 
through the month of 
December--
by baking Christmas 
cookies with Sarah 
Young, playing a 
competitive game of 
Bingo with our 
Kindred Spirit friends, 
exchanging white 
elephant gifts at the 
Youth Christmas 
Party, and gathering
with our community 
at the Advent Festival!  
Youth are always 
welcome to bring 
friends as we grow in 
relationship with one 
another and God!

Pastor Mollie:
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
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USED TOY COLLECTION! 

The Jr Youth Group is sponsoring a Used Toy
Drive!  All are invited to drop off gently used toys
to the Sunday School Wing through Friday,
December 16th! The toys will be donated to a
local organization.

We are so proud of the compassionate hearts of
our young people! 
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November Snapshots
COMBINED CHOIR CONCERT

LINCOLN PARK SERVICES

YOUTH AND CHILDREN

EAGLE SCOUT CEREMONY VOTING AT THE POLLS!

 LOVING LUNCHES



Our Prayer Ministry

At PRCC we realize we need each other and commit to pray for each other. In this season of Advent we 
reach out in loving kindness and prayers for peace on Earth. As you are led by the Holy Spirit, please 

continue to pray for: Heather Cannon, Evan Curtis, Jon Forsythe, Tom Kapolnek, Candace Kidston, Walter 
& Christina Kotecki, Tracy McKenzie, Brian Stevens, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright and Kate Zoellner. 

 
We also keep in our prayers the following prayer requests from October & November:

Life in the Resurrection
Please hold in your prayers the family and friends of Evie Lovero who entered life in
the resurrection 10/19.
We pray for Leigh and John Sasser, as Leigh's mom Peggy entered life in the
Resurrection on 10/16. We have been praying for Peggy since she was diagnosed
with leukemia and moved to IL to be closer to family.
Please pray for the family and friends of Bob Normoyle, Morgan Tone's uncle, who
entered life in the resurrection 10/23.
Prayers for the Mauery family as they grieve the loss of Tim's favorite Aunt, Lois
Spigelmeyer who passed away last week. We pray for the entire family as they
celebrate her life in PA this weekend.
Janet asks for prayer for her daughter's friend Julie who passed away this last week.
Please pray for the friends & family of Peter Olson who entered life in the
resurrection today after a tough battle with cancer.
We hold in pray all those grieving the loss of loved ones and those who attended
the Service of Remembrance.
We pray for the friends and family of Ginny's friend, Marge Bovenmeyer, who
passed away on 11/4 at the age of 103.
We pray for the LeDuc family and our church, family as Geri LeDuc entered life in
the resurrection on 11/27.

Joys

We give thanks for Kris Modi, who has volunteered at PRCC for the past 6 months,
serving with our Livestream Team!
We celebrate a successful Crop Walk last Sunday, raising $10,000 and around 38
walkers from PRCC! The entire CROP Walk for Niles and Park Ridge raised around
$30,000.
Pastor Carol celebrates the marriage of Andrew and Courtney Dyer, whom she wed
yesterday in Lake Geneva. We pray for their marriage and a lifetime of love.
Louis K celebrates his 53rd birthday on 10/30 and that he is going to a Bears game. 
We celebrate the birth of baby Fiona, Kllimmeck born 10/22. Parents Pat, Colleen and
grandparents Tom & Cindy are all over the moon.
Paula let us know how appreciative her sister Laura is for all the prayers. Her cornea
transplant went well and she is feeling encouraged.
We celebrate the abundance and generosity that is shown by this congregation and
the energy building around ministry, mission, and care.
We celebrate a number of birthdays - Joshua Jarvis turned 12 on the 21st!! And we
wish Sasha and Eugene a Happy Anniversary!
We celebrate the Thanksgiving break, for travels, for time with loved ones, traditions
old and new, and the chance to breathe deeply and give our thanks to our God, from
whom all blessings flow!
We celebrate Katie R's successful surgery and hold her and her team in prayer as the
pathology report informs the treatment plan from here.
We rejoice in the completion of 30 days of rehab and the support of family.

PRCC NEWS DECEMBER 2022

DECEMBER 2022 PAGE 22



Healing & Recovery

Tricia asks us to pray for her friends’ 9 month old grandson Connor, who will
likely need a liver transplant. We hold Connor and his family in our prayers..
Julie B asks for prayers for a coworker Meka who was shot this past week.
Katie asks for prayers for Gail B, recovering from long covid and is now
struggling with another virus.
Sharon asks for prayers for two friends who are battling cancer.
Tom and Lorel ask for prayers for Bill, who has had some setbacks following
cancer surgery.
We hold Pete and Jimmy's cousin Susan in our prayers as she heals from a fall.
We celebrate that they were able to spend time with loved ones recently.
We continue to hold Beth P in our prayers. Beth had a double mastectomy just
a couple of weeks ago, and our prayers continue for her continued healing and
treatment.
We pray for Paula's sister Laura as she undergoes a cornea transplant on
Wednesday. It is a joy and a blessing that she qualifies for the surgery. We pray
for a positive outcome.

Kathy asks us to continue to pray for her Aunt Addie as her health declines and she faces a more serious medical
situation. Please also hold her husband Ed in prayer as he cares for Addie.
We hold in prayer Robin K. as she recovers from surgery this week. She has already begun physical therapy so is
grateful for that and for our prayer support.
Please continue to pray for peace, comfort and great results for Paula's sister Laura as she recovers from surgery this
past week.
Please hold Sasha's mom Alicen in prayer as she is experiencing a medical challenge.
Nancy F. asks for prayers as she will be having knee replacement on 11/8.
Dan & Sue request prayers for Dan's sister Barbara who suffered a stroke last week and now is moved to rehab.
We continue to pray for Kathy E.'s Aunt Addie & Uncle Ed as they navigate care as Addie's Alzheimer's progresses.
We hold in prayer Katie R. as she heals from surgery on 11/14 and is hopeful the pathology report does not reveal any
surprises.
Colleen asks us to continue to pray for her friend Trish as she is at the 4 month mark of recovery from a stroke and
contemplates her next steps.
We hold in prayer all those recovering from surgery and medical procedures this last week including Nancy F.
recovering from knee surgery.
Sarah H. asks for prayers for Aunt Deb, who is in the last stages of cancer, and her brother, who is awaiting test results.
Reese M. asks for prayers for her Grandma in rehab, and dog Nellie (who died two years ago), and her family.
We pray for Jason H. and his parents, Doug and Dianna, as Doug's health continues to decline. They've moved away
from treatment and are focused on managing his pain.
We ask for prayers for a youth, whose particularly difficult week landed them in the hospital. We pray for the healing
of their mind, the calming of anxiety, helpful medical support, and God's grace to surround them and their family. We
hold all our youth and young people in prayer as they juggle the pressures and stress of adolescence.
We hold Evan C. in our prayers as he prepares for his next surgery, as well as the entire Curtis family.

General Prayers

April asks us to pray for her husband Eric, for all the battles he is facing and that
he might find joy in faith.
We pray for a granddaughter who is struggling with some challenges.
We pray for a family who is facing a difficult week ahead.
We pray for those who are struggling with depression, anxiety, addiction, and
ailments seen and unseen.
We pray for the election and the blessing of our leaders.
We hold our world in our prayers: Ukraine, Somalia, Chicago, and all places
where your people are suffering.
Sue is requesting prayers for her niece Wendy who just transferred to a new
college and is reaching out to make friends.
Please pray for Kathie to use news of the past week for positive ways to move
forward.
Julie B. prays for hope around the elections; and for a colleague whose brother
was killed, leaving a wife and four kids behind.
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Liz Swanson, Director of Pastoral Services
Sarah McCarty, Director of Pastoral Services  
Erin Henke, Parish Coordinator    

pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org  
morgan@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org 
sarah.mccarty@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

mailto:pastorcarol@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:pastormollie@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sasha@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:morgan@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:morgan@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:liz@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:sarah.mccarty@parkridgecommunitychurch.org
mailto:office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org

