
 



 

PARK RIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH​          ​ ​       ​         
Wind Cave National Park: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Spirit 
July 12, 2026                                                                 ​       ​ ​     8:30 am & 10:00 am

  
WELCOME! 

We welcome you to worship today. Park Ridge Community Church affirms that all people are  
made in the image of God and are worthy of God's love and grace. We commit to the ongoing work  

of being a church journeying together to deepen our understanding of the nature of God's love  
and to fulfill our responsibility to embody the Christ Spirit in the world. No matter who you are  

or where you are on this journey, you are welcome and loved. 
 

WELCOME                                                         ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         
  

PRELUDE    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Come, Holy, Spirit, come. ​ Come and move in and through us. 
Whispers of hope around the corner of despair;  shouts of joy at a graduation: 
You are around us in every place. 
The sweet breath of a baby, the remembrances of the elderly: 
You speak to us through every person. 
Soft breezes on a summer’s day; bitter winds through frozen trees:  
You are with us in every season. 
The gentle lullabies of a parent; the birds twittering us awake:  
You sing glad songs to us. 
The sudden rush of newness throwing open our sheltered fears; 
the gale of justice breaking down the walls of oppression: 
You sweep us up in your commitment to transform all lives, all places. 
In every breath, in every song, in every moment, in every wind: 
Come, winds of the Spirit, transform us!  
 

*HYMN                       ​ ​ ​   God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens  ​​          see insert 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Your Spirit moves over the waters, Gracious God, but we prefer to splash in the puddles of 
temptation.  You would breathe life into us in every moment, but we hold our breath until 
we turn blue, wanting to get our way.  In your mercy, forgive us, God of gusty grace.  May 
your Spirit breathe new life into our hearts, so we may invite others to dance in joy with 
us.   
 

Silent prayers are offered. 
 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
In every breath we take, there is the Spirit; in every word we speak, there is the Spirit; in every 
heart we touch, there is the Spirit; in every person we welcome, there is the Spirit. 
In forgiveness, we are given the words to speak; the courage to reach out to others; the 
open heart to offer others, the breath of life to share with those around us.  Thanks be to 
God, we are forgiven!  Amen. 
 

*SONG OF RESPONSE​ ​ Tune: Terra Patris (This is My Father’s World) 
God gifts us with this world, with creatures everywhere, 

With sounds and sights, with great delights,  For all to love and share.  
So let us love this world, with all our heart and soul. 

Be open, learn and in return, This earth will make us whole. 
 



 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
 

FIRST LESSON​ ​                 ​ ​ Genesis 1:1  ​  
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC (10 am)​          He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands​ ​ Sarah Hibbard    
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

​MUSICAL RESPONSE (8:30 am) ​​      Take My Life and Let it Be, v. 1​​           
 

*PREACHING LESSON​ ​ ​ ​ John 20:19-23 
​ ​ This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
​ ​ Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON​ ​                        ​             ​ “Breath of Life”​           ​ ​               Rev. Carol Hill 
 

OFFERTORY  ​      ​ ​           
 

*DOXOLOGY ​ ​          ​ ​ ​ ​  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.  

   Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.​  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
This is our Creator’s World and to our listening ears all nature sings and round us rings 
the music of the spheres. So let us hear this world and may we be aware of the rocks and 
trees, of skies and seas,  this wonder that we share! 

 

*HYMN ​ ​ ​    ​      ​ Breathe on Me, Breath of God                      ​          see insert 
 

*BENEDICTION ​ ​  
 

POSTLUDE                                     ​​  
 

* INDICATES TO PLEASE RISE IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT                          ​ BOLD INDICATES TO SPEAK ALOUD IN ONE VOICE 
In the event of an emergency, please follow the direction of the ushers.   

Leading Us in Worship:  

Rev. Carol Hill, Senior Minister​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sasha Gerritson, Director of Music Ministries 
Rev. Mollie Foster, Associate Minister          ​ ​ ​ Angie & Andrew Weber, Musicians 
Dave Figgins, Lector (8:30 am)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Jane Kenas-Heller, Accompanist 
Peter Muenzer, Lector (10:00 am) ​ ​ ​ ​ Sarah Hibbard, Soprano 

 
CREDITS: Call to worship, prayer of Confession and words of assurance written by Thom M. Shuman © lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.  Song of Response 
and Prayer of Thanksgiving text written by Timothy Kocher-Hillner © 1995, used with permission.  
 

PLEASE SEE AN USHER…for seat cushions and/or hearing assistance devices for use during worship. Thank 
you to our July ushers: Scott Nelson (captain), Dan Smith, Michael Laginess, Haukur Gudmundsson, Bud 
Shinn, and Kent Ulery. 

ITEMS OF NOTE​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        ​​    

WELCOME GUESTS! We are glad you are joining us in worship today. Please fill out a postcard found in the 
pew baskets or in the narthex to share your information with us!  
Please email office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org if you have any questions. 
 

NURSERY (Ages 0–5) Our nursery is open from 8:15–11:15 am for children up to 5 years old. The nursery is a 
safe, welcoming space located downstairs next to Jordan Hall. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are sponsored this week by Gretchen & Dave Kapolnek in honor of their 40th Wedding 
Anniversary! Flowers are $60 to sponsor! You can sign up to sponsor flowers on the sign-up sheet on the 
office bulletin board.  
 
 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com
mailto:office@parkridgecommunitychurch.org


 

RESTROOMS are located on the lower level at each end of the church. All-gender/family restrooms are 
located at the bottom of the stairs at the back of the sanctuary. 
 

ONLINE DONATIONS can be made via Zelle (our Zelle email is 
giving@parkridgecommunitychurch.org), or via our new online giving platform! You can text 
“GIVE” to (847)-908-9088 or scan the QR code to make a donation!        
 

 

ADULT MINISTRY​​ ​ ​ ​ ​   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST - Thursdays at 9:00 am 
Calling Men of all ages! Join us for coffee and pastries at 9 am every Thursday in the Church Library. We chat 
about the latest news, check in with each other about life, and enjoy the absence of an agenda!  All are 
welcome!  Join us on Zoom! 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
Nursery (Ages 0–5) Our nursery is open from 8:15–11:15 am for children up to 5 years old. The nursery is a safe, 
welcoming space located downstairs next to Jordan Hall. 

 

Holy Chow: All Youth (6th-12th grades) 
Home alone for lunch this summer? Come have lunch with Pastor Mollie on Wednesday, July 15th!​
We will meet at 12:00 pm in the Butler Place Entry and walk Uptown. 

 

FELLOWSHIP            ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
CHRISTMAS IN JULY - Sunday, July 26 at 5:30–7:30 pm, Oakton Ice Arena 
All ages are welcome for an evening of ice skating, fellowship,and other festive fun activities!As we 
celebrate, we'll also be giving back. You're invited to bring new school supplies for Kids Above All to place 
under our Christmas tree, helping local children start the school year with the tools they need to thrive. ALL 
ARE WELCOME! 
 

CHICAGO DOGS BASEBALL GAME - Sunday, August 23 at 3:00 pm, Impact Field  
PRCC is heading to the ballpark! Tickets are $17 each! ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                                        ​          
 

One of the gifts of community is that we hold one another in prayer. Each week, we share our joys and 
sorrows with one another so that we might feel the support of the community. No one is alone. God is with 
us, and we are supporting one another.  
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR CONGREGATION AND OUR LOVED ONES:  
Laura Beaudion, Tom Berry, Evan Curtis, Amber Douglass, Wylie Douglass, Jon Forsythe, Kym Giera, 
Christine Kotecki, Michelle Leach, Joey M., Michael McDonough, Tracy McKenzie, Kappy Muenzer, Pete 
Muenzer, Sandra, Brian Stevens, Kathleen Weller, Joyce Wright, and Bernice Zabawski.  

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM July 5th: 

●​ We give thanks for the life and faith of Ginny F. whose estate just blessed our Church Endowment.  
●​ We give thanks that Bill and Tricia W. are with friends and family celebrating their son, Winston's, 

marriage.  
●​ We are grateful for Morgan's contributions and leadership in our Children's Ministries over the past 

five years and, although it is sad for us, we celebrate a new professional opportunity for her that will 
begin in August.  

●​ Dave and Gretchen K. would appreciate prayers for two relatives, both having heart procedures next 
week. Their nephew, Pete S., is having an angiogram on Monday and sister-in-law, Bonnie, is having 
heart valve replacement surgery on Tuesday. 

●​ We pray for Katie R.'s friend, Carleigh, who is undergoing diagnostic testing for serious cardiac 
disease. 

●​ We pray for Kym's health and an upcoming test on Friday. 
●​ Naomi S. asks for prayers for her cousin, JoEllen, who recently suffered a stroke. 
●​ We are grateful for the opportunity to gather and remember our dear friend and longtime member, 

Fred Flener, this afternoon. 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHURCH EVENTS​       ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      
SUNDAY, July 12  

8:30 am -  Garden Worship 
10:00 am - Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
11:00 am - Loving Lunches (Parlor) 

MONDAY, July 13  
​ 7:00 pm - Yoga (Great Hall) 
TUESDAY, July 14 

10:15 am - Chair Yoga (Great Hall) 
6:30 pm - Floor Pilates (Great Hall) 
7:30 pm - Stephen Ministry Supervision (Library) 

WEDNESDAY, July 15  
10:00 am - Women's AA (Parlor) 
12:00 pm - Youth Holy Chow (Meet in Butler Place Room) 

THURSDAY, July 16 
9:00 am - Men’s Breakfast (Library) 
 

 
Park Ridge Community Church 

100 Courtland Ave. Park Ridge, IL 60068 
www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org  

http://www.parkridgecommunitychurch.org

