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KARAWA HOSPITAL

WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE PROJECT
TIME TO CELEBRATE
Congolese Pastor Rev. Etienne Mbewa’s passion and vision for improving Karawa Hospital culminated in April 2020, with the
completion of the Karawa Hospital Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Project. The Reverend Mbewa and Covenant Kids Congo
powered by World Vision celebrate the thousands of people who will enjoy better health as a result of this amazing effort.
With God’s blessing, the project’s success has been due to the enduring commitment of CEUM (Covenant Church of Congo),
countless community members and volunteers, Karawa Health Zone in Gemena, and other local, dedicated partners.

KARAWA HOSPITAL WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE PROJECT
We are happy to report that the project achieved its goal.
Project Goal:	To improve drinking water, sanitation facilities, and good hygiene practices of Karawa Hospital and the
neighboring community. This project will impact the 1,400 patients who visit the facility monthly, as well
as the 6,000 people who will receive new water taps (faucets) in their community.
Project Accomplishments:
		Access to drinking water has improved for 6,000 residents of Karawa, Karawa Hospital’s staff, and the
1,400 patients who visit the hospital each month.
		Sanitation facilities and hygiene practices have improved at Karawa Hospital and the neighboring community.

IMPROVED ACCESS TO DRINKING WATER
The Karawa Hospital Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Project improved access to water
for the hospital and also the neighboring community.
HOSPITAL WATER ACCESS
Karawa Hospital previously operated with a severely limited water system. The basic
infrastructure was in place, but the yield of water from the original water source was
highly insufficient to meet the daily needs of patients and staff. The system supplied
water only three days a week, and for one hour each of those days.
Now that the Karawa Hospital Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Project is completed,
hospital patients and staff have access to drinking water 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. This water can be used for drinking, cooking, cleaning, handwashing, and other
core medical activities.
COMMUNITY WATER ACCESS
Four water distribution kiosks were constructed in Karawa, each with three taps. One
of the kiosks is shown in the photo to the right. The 12 taps provide access to drinking
water for 6,000* people. As the work of WASH committees is strengthened, funds
can be raised to further extend the water system and reach more people.

*Water access for 6,000 is a number based on the government standard at the time this project was designed, which was 500 people per tap. The
project accomplished what it set out to accomplish. The government standard has since changed to 250 people per tap.
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KARAWA WATER SYSTEM
The Karawa water system involves multiple components, including the following: a consistently dependable water source, solar
panels and a photovoltaic pumping system, a water holding tank, pipes to connect the system, water distribution kiosks, water
taps, and trained community members to manage and maintain the system. The water source is a nearby spring that is protected
from outside contaminants. The water is diverted by gravity and pumped to water tanks.
The illustrations below provide a rough representation of the water system.

Water comes from a protected, highyielding spring. It is pumped to a water
storage tank and treated along the way.
Solar panels and a connection to the local
power grid keep the pump and treatment
plant working.

The pipeline, both above the ground
and underground, brings water from the
treatment plant to water kiosks.

Community members access water at
local kiosks, where taps are connected.
Each kiosk is maintained by local
residents and fees are collected, which
are used for the system’s maintenance
and repair.

IMPROVED SANITATION AND HYGIENE
Karawa Hospital was operating with an insufficient number of sanitation facilities as well as deteriorating toilets, showers, sinks,
faucets, and other critical sanitation and hygiene infrastructure.
In partnership with CEUM and the Karawa Health Zone in Gemena, two units of ventilation improved latrines were constructed
outside the hospital walls. Each unit includes six separate latrines, each with its own private door, and is designed to meet the
unique needs of females, males, and individuals living with physical limitations.
Inside the hospital, a total of 87 items critical to sanitation and hygiene, such as toilets, showers, sinks, and faucets, were repaired,
are now fully functional, and meet government standards.

A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
To ensure long-term, proper functioning of the water system, Karawa community members are trained and prepared to
manage, maintain, and repair the water system. World Vision staff will be available, when needed, to continue to provide training
opportunities for community members and administer water quality testing at the water source.
May God’s continued blessings carry this work forward into generations of children and families residing in Karawa.
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PHOTO GALLERY

Photos, clockwise, from upper left: (1) one of the two disability- and gender-friendly, six-unit latrines, (2) solar panels provide a
sustainable energy source to pump the water long distances, (3) and (4) solar panel system and pump.
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World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their
communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Motivated by
our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional
love for all people. World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.
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