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1280 Arcade Street, Saint Paul MN 55106
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THE JESUS AGENDA

“Agenda” is one of those buzzwords tossed around with greater frequency in these days of increased polarization. Often
when someone disagrees with our perspectives on issues or concerns of the day, we accuse them of having a political
agenda, social agenda, a COVID agenda (which could include masking or anti-masking, vaccinate or anti-vaccine)--and the list
goes on. Agendas build wedges between another person or a group with whom we do not see eye to eye. Agendas can
destroy communities--even Christian communities. 
 
This fall we’re focusing on an agenda that is different. Instead of dividing--this agenda draws us together because this agenda
is centered on Jesus. Join us in worship this fall for The Jesus Agenda as we look together at the powerful, poetic and at times
perplexing words of Jesus recorded in what we call “The Beatitudes”. This agenda might just lead us closer to what it means
to be truly blessed.

Pastor Anne

FALL SWAG
Wear the Jesus Agenda out and about! Shirts and masks with our fall
theme will be available for order Sunday September 12 - 26 and will
be available to pick up mid-October. 

You can order in person or on our google form:
https://forms.gle/y5ocAjxoLZSLRynr7

We are ordering shirts in two fabrics: 100% cotton and "fitted". The
100% cotton will have a thicker fabric with a more unisex look. The
"fitted" shirts are thinner and have a more fitted feel.  We will have
samples of the shirts available for you to check out.

You can pay in-person via cash or check, or online at first-
covenant.org/give/giving-to-fcc. You must have paid in order to
receive your shirt. 
Questions? Contact Kate Makosky at kate@first-covenant.org.



SUNDAYS

CHILDREN
NURSERY (BIRTH - 4 YEARS)
9:30am - 10:30am and 10:45am - 11:45am, Room 105
Our nursery is staffed to provide a safe, loving, and
nurturing environment for our little ones while you
participate in worship and Spiritual Growth Hour. Nursery
is available every Sunday. While we meeting outside, enter
through the East Entrance (former youth wing) and follow
the signs down to our nursery space. 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH (PRE-K - 2ND GRADE)
during the worship service, Room 104
Children will worship together through age appropriate
biblical teaching, songs, crafts, and other activities.
Children will meet the Children's Church volunteers in the
back of the Sanctuary before the sermon, and rejoin their
families during the closing song. 

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL (PRE-K - 6TH GRADE)
10:45am - 11:45am, Room 104a and 106
Children will study the stories of the Bible together each
week through video, crafts, and stories in small groups
(pre-k - 2nd grade and 3rd - 6th grades).

September 19 - October 24

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30am!
 

We will meet outdoors for worship 
(weather permitting) during September.

everyone ages 2+ must wear a face mask while in the building
all children and children's volunteers will be temperature screened before checking into their programs
all youth and youth volunteers will be screened for COVID-like symptoms before checking into their programs
if your child is sick or experiencing COVID-like symptoms, please keep them at home
volunteers must be fully vaccinated for COVID-19

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
We are excited to welcome our children and youth back into in-person programming each Sunday and Wednesday. In light of
our current COVID-19 numbers, we have implemented some building-wide safety precautions to best protect the youngest
and vulnerable among us:

YOUTH
CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION MEETING
September 19, 11:50pm - 12:50pm, Choir Room
Current 7th-8th graders and caregivers are invited to our
Confirmation Orientation meeting. We'll provide lunch,
schedules, and all the need-to-knows for the year ahead. 

CONFIRMATION
October 3 & 17, 10:45am  - 11:45am, Pastor Anne's office
Join us as we grow together in faith and community as we
walk through the New Testament together.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL (7TH - 12TH GRADERS)
10:45am - 11:45am, Room 201
You don't want to miss Youth Sunday School! Each week
we'll walk through "Mini Revolutions" where we'll join with
churches all over the world in practicing the rhythm of the
church year through the revolution of the liturgical calendar.
We'll play games, read Scripture, and dive into discussions
about what we've learned. 7th - 8th graders will join Sunday
School in the weeks where there is no Confirmation.



SUNDAYS

ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH HOUR
10:45am - 11:45am, location varies

SEPTEMBER 19: AN HOUR IN THE BEATITUDES WITH 
DR. REBEKAH EKLUND (AUTHOR OF THE BEATITUDES
THROUGH THE AGES)
Choir Room
Dr. Rebekah Eklund joins us via Zoom as we begin our journey
through the Beatitudes together. Eklund is currently an associate
professor of theology at Loyola University (and was previously the
associate pastor at Bethlehem Covenant Church in Minneapolis). 

SEPTEMBER 26: GLOBAL MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT
Choir Room
We'll hear from Aaron and Becky Bryant about their 3.5 years in
Paraguay (and their plans going forward), Covenant World Relief
updates, Team World Vision updates from our marathon runners
and the Covenant missions taking place in Gemena and Karawa.

OCTOBER 3: & 17 COMMUNITY GROUPS

OCTOBER 10: SUSTAINABILITY TEAM SPOTLIGHT
Choir Room
Discover easy, actionable steps in both our building and in your
lives to care for creation.

OCTOBER 24: JIM BEAR JACOBS - INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
Choir Room
Born in Saint Paul, Jim Bear Jacobs is a member of the
Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican Nation, an American Indian tribe
located in central Wisconsin. He is parish associate at Church of All
Nations Presbyterian Church, a cultural facilitator, and
founder/convener of "Healing Minnesota Stories," an initiative
dedicated to creating events for healing and dialogue. We'll grow
deeper together in our understanding of our broader community. 

September 19 - October 24

know very little about the Bible, want to start reading it but
don't know how to begin. 
have a lot of experience reading the Bible and want to
continue learning and growing. 
grew up reading the Bible but these days Bible reading leads
to more questions (and frustration) than answers. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS

THE BIBLE UNWRAPPED
Conference Room
This is a study for folks who:

Author Meghan Larissa Good has an incredible ability to offer
insights and expertise related to how we approach Scripture, in a
way that is approachable and, dare we say, enjoyable. Ultimately
she wants us to read Scripture for the purpose of transformation,
in a flourishing Christ-centered life. Wherever you are on the
journey of faith, this study has something for you. Seriously. 
This study is also offered on Wednesday evenings.

SERMON DISCUSSION
Choir Room
This fall our sermon series is focused on the Beatitudes. These
are among the most influential teachings in human history. Join
us as we unpack and discuss the sermon of the day and unpack
these treasures together.

CHRISTIAN MYSTIC READING GROUP
Prayer Chapel
Over the ages there have been Christian mystics and sages who
have penned words of wisdom that have helped people connect
with the heart of God. During our time together we will read and
discuss short writings by the likes of Thomas Merton, Henri
Nouwen, Thomas Keating, and others. Come as your are and
leave different and refreshed. Led by Joe Mann.



WEDNESDAYS

CHILDREN
CHILDCARE PROVIDED (BIRTH - 6TH GRADE)
6:00pm - 7:40pm, Room 104, 105
We have trusted volunteers on hand to care for your
children while you are in evening programming. 
Email lora@first-covenant.org to reserve your spot.

September 15 - October 20

WHAT ABOUT LOWER FELLOWSHIP HALL?
Construction and renovation continues in Lower Fellowship
Hall this fall! Our hope is to begin utilizing this new space as
soon as possible. We are facing delays in materials that have
pushed back our official ribbon-cutting for this newly
redesigned space. Keep an eye out this fall for and join us in
tentatively planning on being able to officially welcoming folks
to use the space beginning on Sunday, October 10.

YOUTH
YOUTH GROUP
6:15pm - 7:30pm, Room 201 (until LFH is available) 
Once a week, outside of our busy schedules, youth and
mentors will gather together to have fun, discuss Scripture,
and support one another in our highs and our lows as we
Jesus in the midst of our lives. Come to learn and grow
together. 

know very little about the Bible, want to start reading it but
don't know how to begin. 
have a lot of experience reading the Bible and want to
continue learning and growing. 
grew up reading the Bible but these days Bible reading leads
to more questions (and frustration) than answers. 

ADULTS
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 22
9:30am - 11:00am, Upper Fellowship Hall
We are back and in person! Join us as we grow in faith and
friendship together as we study Jesus's "I Am" statements from
the gospel of John.

HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL
4:30pm - 5:45pm, Choir Room
Let's make some beautiful music together. Join us as this
ensemble begins for another season of rehearsals and worship
together.

SANCTUARY CHOIR REHEARSAL
6:15pm - 7:30pm, Choir Room
Join us indoors as we sing together. The Sanctuary Choir will
continue to practice together this fall.

THE BIBLE UNWRAPPED
6:15pm - 7:30pm, Upper Fellowship Hall
This is a study for folks who:

Author Meghan Larissa Good has an incredible ability to offer
insights and expertise related to how we approach Scripture, in a
way that is approachable and, dare we say, enjoyable. Ultimately
she wants us to read Scripture for the purpose of transformation,
in a flourishing Christ-centered life. Wherever you are on the
journey of faith, this study has something for you. Seriously. 
This study is also offered on Sunday mornings.



COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays from 9:15am-11:15am
First Covenant Church of Saint Paul
Come and see what happens in your life as you encounter God
through the study of God's Word! CBS is kicking off the year
with 12 weeks of encouragement found in two letters written
by the apostle Peter to a variety of early believers living
through really tough times. Each week includes study at home,
small group, and large group teaching. 
Learn more about CBS here: https://stpaul.cbsclass.org.

FRUIT OF THE VINE FOOD SHELF
Saturdays from 9:00am - 12:00pm
East Entrance, First Covenant Church
The Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf offers basic needs support, and
crisis and resource assistance. These services are designed to
relieve immediate stress for low-income neighbors while also
helping them build a more stable foundation for their future.
To learn more please visit: https://vcsmn.org/services.

JONATHAN HOUSE COMMUNITY MEALS
September 18 and October 23, 10:00am - 11:30am
Location Varies
Jonathan House extends shelter, hope, and healing to asylum-
seekers in Minneapolis/St. Paul by offering supportive housing,
strategic connections, practical assistance, and a welcoming
community to help our new friends recover from forced
displacement. Meet residents and learn more about their
stories at a community meal each month. Location varies
between online and in-person at various Jonathan Houses. 
Sign up for their newsletter at: jonathanhouse.org/connect
Questions about location? Contact Deb Berger
(debberger77@gmail.com), Jeannine Nordlund
(jeanninenordlund@gmail.com), or Louise Wilson (louise-
wilson@bethel.edu).

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT
Tuesday, September 28, 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Saint Paul Brewing Company (688 Minnehaha Ave.)
Are you a young adult at FCC St Paul and looking to hangout
with other like-minded young adults? Every fourth Tuesday of
the month we will gather around food and drinks. Our first
hangout, Tuesday, September 28th will be at Saint Paul
Brewing Company. SPBC has nonalcoholic beverages as well as
tasty beers and you can order a pizza, salad, or any of their
other delicious snacks. We hope the young 
adults at FCC  feel seen and known, and that 
we can grow together. We're planning our 
time on GroupMe. Scan our QR code to join 
the group and let us know you're coming.

MEA RETREATS AT COVENANT PINES
Junior High: Wednesday, October 20 - Friday, October 22
Senior High: Friday, October 22 - Sunday, October 24
Covenant Pines Bible Camp (McGregor, MN)
Life is crazy. Between school, sports, plays, choir, friends and
family, it’s difficult to make time for God. Even youth group can
feel like another item on the to-do list. This fall retreat is a great
chance to take a small step back and refocus on your
relationship with God. Look forward to fun at camp, great
worship, and hear from our speaker Joel Brand (born and
raised at First Covenant Church of Saint Paul)!
Register at: https://covenantpines.campbrainregistration.com/
Learn more at: covenantpines.org

SAVE THE DATE: TRUNK OR TREAT
Saturday, October 30, 6:30pm - 7:30pm
First Covenant Church of Saint Paul's parking lot
We're partnering with Followers of Christ Hmong Baptist
Church for a fun and festive evening together. More
information coming soon -- save the date until then!

midweek OPPORTUNITIES
with the First Covenant Community

partner opportunities



IN OUR COMMUNITY

Folkloric and contemporary dances
Music
Healthy Eating
Fitness
Latino Food
Free Medical Exams
Soccer with MN United
Art and Crafts

NATIONAL CLEAN UP DAY
Saturday, September 18, 9:30am - 12:00pm
Face to Face (1165 Arcade Street)
Care for our community and clean up our neighborhood
with Face to Face. Lunch provided. 
Sign up at: https://bit.ly/F2F-cleanupday

FIESTA LATINA
Saturday, September 18, 12:00pm - 4:30pm
CLUES St. Paul (797 East 7th Street)
Join us in celebrating the richness of Minnesota Latinos at
our annual Fiesta Latina. A free, family-friendly community
festival celebrating Latino culture through Arts, Health and
Wellness, Fitness, Food and Entertainment! Festivities
include:

September 15 - October 20

SOLIDARITY STREET GALLERY
Thursday, September 23 - Saturday, September 25
Payne Avenue
This a three-day art and cultural festival along Payne
Avenue aims to bring together artists, performers, poets,
entrepreneurs, civic leaders, and the local community for
important conversations about justice and equity. We find
solidarity in coming together as a neighborhood and
business community through art, performance, and
poetry, and jointly engaging in the search for solutions to
a fractured society. This year’s event will focus on the
topics of Indigenous Sovereignty & Environmental Justice,
centered on Native voices. The community can participate
in the dialogue on these topics through curated art
exhibits, music & performances, community and children’s
activities, and an eco-park that highlights local
environmental innovations.
Learn more at: https://www.solidaritystreetgallery.org/

ART IN THE HOLLOW
Saturday, September 25
Swede Hollow Park (665 Greenbrier St.)
Get away from the hustle and bustle of city life and slip
into the quiet ravine of Swede Hollow Park. Rest, relax and
enjoy art from local artists or bring your own canvas and
paint! We will have local artists selling their arts and crafts
at the artist booths, plein air painting, and live painting
sessions for anyone who wants to join. This is a great
opportunity to connect with your art community, enjoy the
peaceful and lush forest of Swede Hollow Park, and best
of all celebrate the Arts.
Learn more at: www.artinthehollow.org

https://bit.ly/F2F-cleanupday


September 2021
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

15 16 17 18

22 23 24 25

29 30

12 13 14

19 20 21

26 27 28

WELCOME SUNDAY

9:30am - 10:30am
Outdoor Worship
10:30am - 11:00am
Annual Meeting

4:30pm - 5:45pm
Handbell Choir rehearsal
6:15pm - 7:30pm
- Childcare
- Youth Group 
- The Bible Unwrapped
- Sanctuary Choir
rehearsal

9:15am - 11:15am
Community Bible Study

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Worship Team rehearsal

9:00am - 12:00pm
Fruit of the Vine 
Food Shelf
9:30am - 12:00pm
Neighborhood Clean Up
Day (with Face to Face)
10:00am - 11:30am
Jonathan House
Community Meal

12:00pm - 4:00pm
Fiesta Latina

9:30am - 10:30am
Outdoor Worship
10:45am - 11:45am
- Children's Sunday School
- Youth Sunday School
- An Hour In The
Beatitudes with 
Dr. Rebekah Eklund

12:00pm - 1:00pm
Confirmation Orientation

9:30am - 10:30am
Outdoor Worship
10:45am - 11:45am 
- Children's Sunday School
- Youth Sunday School
- Global Missions Spotlight
(adults)

9:30am - 11:00am
Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study

4:30pm - 5:45pm
Handbell Choir rehearsal
6:15pm - 7:30pm
- Childcare
- Youth Group 
- The Bible Unwrapped
- Sanctuary Choir
rehearsal

9:15am - 11:15am
Community Bible Study

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Worship Team rehearsal

All Day
Art In The Hollow
(Swede Hollow Park)

9:00am - 12:00pm
Fruit of the Vine 
Food Shelf

9:30am - 11:00am
Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study

4:30pm - 5:45pm
Handbell Choir rehearsal
6:15pm - 7:30pm
- Childcare
- Youth Group 
- The Bible Unwrapped
- Sanctuary Choir
rehearsal

Solidarity Street Gallery 
Payne Ave.

9:15am - 11:15am
Community Bible Study

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Worship Team rehearsal

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Young Adult Hangout

1 29:00am - 12:00pm
Fruit of the Vine 
Food Shelf

OCTOBER



October
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

8 9

15 16

22 23

3 4 5 6 7

10 11 12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21

9:30am - 10:30am
Indoor Worship
10:45am - 11:45am
- Children's Sunday School
- Confirmation
- Youth Sunday School
- Community Groups

11:45am
Go cheer on our Team
World Vision runners!

Communion Sunday
Twin Cities Marathon 

9:30am - 11:00am
Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study

4:30pm - 5:45pm
Handbell Choir rehearsal
6:15pm - 7:30pm
- Childcare
- Youth Group 
- The Bible Unwrapped
- Sanctuary Choir
rehearsal

9:15am - 11:15am
Community Bible Study

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Worship Team rehearsal

9:00am - 12:00pm
Fruit of the Vine 
Food Shelf

9:30am - 10:30am
Indoor Worship
10:30am - 11:00am
Farewell Party for
Donovan DeGaetano
11:00am - 11:45am
- Children's Sunday School
- Youth Sunday School
- Sustainability Team
spotlight (adults)

9:30am - 11:00am
Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study

4:30pm - 5:45pm
Handbell Choir rehearsal
6:15pm - 7:30pm
- Childcare
- Youth Group 
- The Bible Unwrapped
- Sanctuary Choir
rehearsal

9:15am - 11:15am 
Community Bible Study

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Worship Team rehearsal

9:00am - 12:00pm
Fruit of the Vine 
Food Shelf

9:00am - 12:00pm
Fruit of the Vine 
Food Shelf

10:00am - 11:30am
Jonathan House
Community Meal

9:30am - 10:30am
Indoor Worship
10:45am - 11:45am
- Children's Sunday School
- Confirmation
- Youth Sunday School
- Community Groups

9:30am - 11:00am
Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study 

NO EVENING PROGRAMS
OR REHEARSALS DUE TO
MEA BREAK

9:15am - 11:15am
Community Bible Study

7:00pm - 8:30pm
Worship Team rehearsal

9:30am - 10:30am
Indoor Worship
Guest Preacher: 
Jim Bear Jacobs
10:45am - 11:45am
- Children's Sunday School
- Youth Sunday School
- Jim Bear Jacobs:
Indigenous People (adults)

12:00pm (approx)
Senior High MEA ends

24

Senior High MEA Retreat
Covenant Pines Bible Camp

Junior High MEA Retreat
Covenant Pines Bible Camp


