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pursues hope, justice, and freedom in Christ,
extends grace and love to a broken and divided world, and 
invites all people to encounter the Living God. 

WHO WE ARE
IDENTITY | what it means to belong at First Covenant
We are a church deeply rooted in the Gospel and our local
community who courageously:

MISSION | what we believe about life together at First Covenant
We seek to authentically live into our identity in Christ,
empowered by the Spirit to embody the love of God and the
hope of the Gospel locally and globally.

VISION | what will become because of First Covenant's 
identity and mission
We will see justice, mercy, and reconciliation by receiving and
extending the transforming love and peace (shalom) of Christ.

VALUES
Unity & Diversity 
Every person is on a faith journey. Through the communal
reading of Scripture, and a shared commitment to keep learning,
we grow together amidst our differences to live as an
increasingly connected family with many voices.

Courageous & Vulnerable
We invite people to come as they are. We welcome tough
questions and honest dialogue as we pursue faithfulness to
God's leading in our life together. 

Integrity & Transparency
We attempt to live our lives authentically amidst our own
brokenness and the challenging realities in our world.

Empathy & Justice
We demonstrate compassion as we move toward wholeness,
recognizing empathy compels us to take action in the pursuit of
justice in both individual lives and addressing systemic
inequities. 

Historic & Innovative
We treasure our rich history as a church on the East Side and
those who came before us. Recognizing our imperfections, we
consciously depend on the Holy Spirit's new and creative work 
in our community to lead us forward.

Transformative & Collaborative 
We cannot accomplish our Vision alone. We work with strategic
partners to build a better future for our community and be
responsible stewards of all God's creation.



A great team of volunteers 
celebrated our 80+ community 
with a Hawaiian birthday party.

FCC's Young Adult ministry 
begins monthly gatherings. 

Rev. Jim Bear Jacobs taught 
on Jesus' agenda for Indigenous
People.

FCC hosts it's first Trunk or Treat 
event with our partners Followers 
of Christ Hmong Baptist Church.

OCTOBER 2021

SEPTEMBER 2021

The youth ministry, in collaboration with Family Values for Life,
begins providing to-go breakfasts for Johnson High School
students before school.

FCC partners with East Side Freedom Library to screen the
documentary Jim Crow Of The North.

Becky Patton (LMFT) leads a Spiritual Growth Hour on Healthy
Human Sexuality in a full-to-bursting Choir Room (see photo). 

After several weeks of frigid temps in the sanctuary without a
boiler, our new boiler installation was complete and the
building was warm!

After a summer of outdoor
worship, FCC moved back
indoors for worship. 

Midweek programming for
youth and adults started,
including a study of The Bible
Unwrapped by Megan
Larissa Good. This book
becomes a key tool for how
FCC's Ministry Team reads
and interprets the Bible.

The boiler project begins.

NOVEMBER 2021

DECEMBER 2021
Our newly renovated LFH and boiler are
dedicated following the Children's
Christmas Program in worship. 

Giving Christmas Away provided Christmas
presents, clothing, and food to families with
our partners Family Values for Life.

We gathered in the Sanctuary for candlelit
Christmas Eve worship after worshipping
online in 2020.

FIRST COVENANT CHURCH TIMELINE
September 2021 - August 2022



JANUARY 2022
COVID-19's Omicron variant
surged; FCC pivoted to online
worship for 3 weeks.

FCC gathered in prayer through
January using Danielle Strickland's
30 Day Infinitum Challenge. We
began incorporating prayer
postures of surrender, generosity,
and mission.

FEBRUARY 2022
Ku Hser and Jesse Phenow from Urban Village
lead SGH introducing their work with the
Karen community.

FCCers gathered at Adventurous Christians for
FCC's Annual Winter Retreat.

MARCH 2022
The After School Program, a partnership with FCC, Family
Values for Life, Farnsworth Aerospace Magnet Schools, and
McVay Youth Partnership kicks off in-person programming. 

Nine 3rd - 5th graders, along with parents, packed the prayer
chapel for a Communion Class. The following week, many of
these children received communion for the first time. 

First Covenant's Holy Week was
"full to the brim" with the return of
the Good Friday Concert and
celebrative Easter Sunday worship. 

7th and 8th graders shared their 
 Confirmation Trek projects with
their church family during Spiritual
Growth Hour as they took a closer
look at the New Testament and
church history.

APRIL 2022

Throughout our timeline you'll see
QR codes next to photos. 

Scan these with your smart phone's
photo app  to watch recap videos of

these events OR head to our
YouTube page: youtube.com/

firstcovenantchurchofsaintpaul  
to watch them on your computer.



MAY 2022
Over 80 people from FCC gathered for
the Team World Vision 6K to walk, run,
and raise money for clean water for
people in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo. 

26 FCCers gathered for a Sacred Sites
tour led by Rev. Jim Bear Jacobs for a
powerful day of learning and
discovery about Indigenous people in
Minnesota.

JULY 2022
We gathered on the parking lot for our Partner
Worship Service and Potluck: Worshipping in
Harmony.

JUNE 2022
We celebrated the graduation of our high
school, college, and graduate level grads. 6th
- 8th graders received their Confirmation
Bibles, and 4th graders received their
Adventure Bibles on this milestone morning
(see photos below)

AUGUST 2022
The ongoing work in
Lower Fellowship Hall
reached 99.9% completion
with the installation of a
new sound system.

Over 300 people gathered
on the parking lot for the
"Rock the Lot: 
Transit Authority Concert".

5 Senior Highers went on the Adventurous
Christians wilderness adventure trip with
Aaron Nosich and an AC guide.

44 preK - 5th grade campers and many
volunteers gathered for Discovery Camp
where they learned how they are created and
loved by God.

Family Values for Life
hosted their annual Back
To School event on the
FCC parking lot and
Farnsworth campus with
2,900 backpacks
distributed!

Pastor Anne (and Gordy), Kate Makosky, and
Jon & Michelle Fure gathered in Kansas City
for Gather, the annual meeting of the
Evangelical Covenant Church. 



“Through Scripture our imaginations are shaped, page by page, into the imagination
of Christ. We learn to see past the surface of the broken soil around us to the small
but potent seeds of divine possibility, which have been planted within and are
waiting to be cultivated. This vision of faithful living is so much bigger than a rote
performance of a finite set of religious rules. The Bible’s invitation is to a life of
creative, risk-taking engagement. Its movement drives us toward a relationship still
unfolding and a story still being written--in us, in our children’s children, and in
generations yet to come.” Megan Larissa Good, The Bible Unwrapped (pg 44)

Both of my children (and of course, Charissa’s husband, Jake!) moved to Colorado in recent months (for
different reasons and different cities). 
Gordy’s open heart surgery and the stroke that followed this past April changed both of our lives. We had not
anticipated the extended recovery that would be necessary to address the loss of partial vision and short
term memory. As I write this there are many questions that remain related to what Gordy’s healing will look
like going forward. Through it all we are both so grateful for the prayers, cards, meals, gift cards for meals,
rides for Gordy to appointments and other expressions of care and kindness extended to us through this
journey. We have asked ourselves, more than once, what we would have done without the church’s love and
support. Thank you.

It seemed appropriate to begin my report with a quote from The Bible Unwrapped since it was my most quoted
resource this past year. I love how author, Megan Larissa Good, describes what Scripture can do in the lives of
those who seek to both read and embody its message. It is my life’s ambition to invite followers of Jesus Christ
into “this vision of faithful living [that] is so much bigger than a rote performance of a finite set of religious rules.”
It is my life’s ambition to lead a church committed to a vision of faithful living that goes beyond the pews and
impacts every aspect of how we choose to live–as individuals and as a community–so that lives are transformed
and ultimately God is glorified. I am privileged to serve alongside a team of folks who are committed to this same
kind of vision. 

I trust you've been encouraged by the timeline capturing how our ministry team and our lay leadership team
members sought to live out this vision of faithful living in the events, programs and experiences of our life
together. I would be less than transparent if I did not include mention of personal events that significantly
impacted my life and thus my role as your pastor this past year. 

Rev. Anne Vining
Senior Pastor

When I think back to the 2021 - 2022 program year I am amazed at how God was with us 
as we navigated a challenging season of change. Not only were we dealing with the 
nearly constant changes related to the pandemic, but we were also navigating the 
challenges that had been brought on by the changing dynamics of how we relate to 
those we disagree with politically and theologically. In many ways, the road maps we had
 used to navigate the world around us had been torn up.

Somehow in the midst of this, God led us to some important books, studies, and
conversations that brought us closer together and created space for us to respond to
change with curiosity rather than apathy or antagonism. Between The Bible Unwrapped
and The Deeply Formed Life, many were able to have a sense that God is in the midst and
understands our anxiety.

This coming year we want to continue to embrace curiosity as we explore our identity in
Christ and how God has made us through the use of some gift and talent assessments. We
also are taking what we’ve learned about listening to the Spirit and each other as we study
the Gospel of John. What we know to be true is that we never fully arrive but remain on the
journey of discovery and that God meets us every step of the way.

FROM OUR MINISTRY TEAM 

Rev. Mike Hotz
Pastor 

of Community Life



Coming out of the pandemic, we were all excited to get started with the musical
"Broadway Is Back!" together with our partner schools Farnsworth Aerospace and
Johnson High, and also Family Values For Life. Then came the Omicron variant which
caused us to unfortunately cancel the production. However we were able to have our live
Good Friday Concert with the Handbell Choir, Easter Choir and Orchestra, where the
Seven Last Words by Michael John Trotta was presented. Due to the famous supply chain
back order, both upgrades were finally finished a few weeks ago: The Lower Fellowship
Hall new sound system was installed and the new blower for the pipe organ was replaced
after months of waiting. 

Ever since Ellen Jacobson, our Worship Associate, moved to Wisconsin nearly a year ago,
we have been searching to cover this position. Little did we know that at the end of this
past August, Shannon Loehrke, our Organ / Piano Accompanist was going to leave as
well. This caused us to think out of the box and consider new ways of structuring the
Worship and Arts area. We are very thankful and are happy to announce that Pam
Sohriakoff will be filling many areas, from Choir Accompanist, to Worship Team Leader, to
Congregational Piano Accompanist. We are praying for an organist to join us soon. 

We are starting off "Broadway Is Back!" again this year, with rehearsals beginning right
after Thanksgiving with grades 3 - 12.  Performances will be held  on March 3, 4, 5 in 2023
at Johnson HIgh School.

Richard Voth
Minister of Worship 

and Creative Arts

Dr. Kate Makosky
Minister 

of Communication

"So, what is it that you do at the church?"

I get asked this regularly and it is surprisingly tricky to answer. I usually end up
answering "I help us tell the story of who we are, and what God is doing in our midst to
our communities." What does that look like? It depends on my audience. 

Our First Covenant community spans all the ages (infants through 103 years old) with
different levels of technological comfort (some of you are relieved I included QR codes
in this Annual Report, others are wondering what a QR code is) in a world where our
technology increasingly connects us and isolates us. Collecting the information from
ministry team members and partners, boiling it down to the most important parts, and
packaging it in a variety of ways to meet a variety of audiences is an art, not a science --
and I'm continually learning myself. The diversity of our community presents its own
opportunities and communication challenges. It also means staying in community
WITH our community -- being able to help teach, preach, and participate in small
groups continues to be a joy.

How do we tell the story to our wider community? We have a website, Facebook page,
YouTube channel, NextDoor profile, all facing out to the wider world and sharing the
story of who we are and what we're about (while also connecting our already involved
First Covenant community). Who knows what social media platform will be added to
that list next year? Telling the story widely means intentionally being welcoming as our
partners use the building. How do people find their way through our building, feel
welcomed with their own cultural representation, and learn more about us in the
process? Again, it's an art not a science; we are always finding new ways to tell our story
and invite others in.



I feel like we can all relate to feeling anxiety this past year. It keeps coming to my
mind that significant change has happened and will continue to happen. I think we
pivoted enough in this past year that our pivots have turned into pirouettes, and we
should all be called honorary ballerinas. 

Despite the pivots and possible discouragements, I have seen a consistent spirit of
service among our youth. They have served and continue to serve on the tech
team, in the nursery, worship team, babysitting FCC children, volunteering in
children’s church, or serving with East side elders and other opportunities, students
have put their faith to action. We have also had fun this year meeting for youth
group on Wednesdays and attending special events like going to Grand Slam and
a Llama Farm. 

If you would have asked me last September where I thought I would be, I definitely
would not have said, Minister to Children and Families for First Covenant Church. 
Four years ago I started working as the nursery coordinator alongside Donovan
and the Children’s Ministry team. I was comfortable in my role and when the
position of Minister to Children and Families became available I wasn’t ready to
make that leap. As the year went on I started doing more in Children’s Ministry and I
started to feel a calling to apply for the position. This has been a year of transitions
for me as I stepped into this new role. 

I have enjoyed building relationships with the children and their families. One of the
ways that I had a chance to connect was by taking an overnight at Covenant Pines
while our 4th - 6th graders were there for Trailblazers Camp. Sharing meals with all
of the First Covenant kids, joining them in worship, getting some one on one time
with them were all ways to strengthen our relationship. Many of our kids were up
there for the first time and I think a mid-week check-in with our kids was a blessing
to those families too. Watching our kids gain independence and grow in their faith
and love of Jesus was my biggest highlight of this year! 

Aaron Nosich
Minister 

of Youth and Families

Lora Murtha
Minister of Children 

and Families



From our desks in the front office, we have a front row view of
everything: the parking lot, who is coming through our doors,
along with many emails and phone calls. We have seen things
getting busier and busier in the last year. First Covenant's
building is used all seven days of the week, and we have seen
first hand how every ministry at First Covenant, and with our
building partners, has ramped up over the year -- meaning
we've been fielding more phone calls, questions, emails, and
special projects. These are all signs that ministry is alive and
moving. We serve as helpers and connectors and offer a
friendly welcome into the building, working with partners,
guiding community folks to resources, communicating with
volunteers, and more. We are excited to be gearing up for
what looks to be a meaningful and busy year ahead!

As one of the newest members of the ministry team I don't have as much to share about
this past year. However, I have been able to see how FCC lives out its mission, vision and
values. I see this in how we run our daily operations of care for our building and how we
foster our church partnerships. My job might be a lot of emails, spreadsheets and
YouTubing about how to fix things, but I also see my role as working behind the scenes.
We are entering into a season of learning how we Belong (what a fundamental truth). I
want what I do in my little office to help people who come through our doors to feel like
they belong and have been called to the Lord's Table by name. I am excited to report
back to you all next year to see how my department has seen the Lord work. 

Judy Kline
Office Coordinator

Jan Thoes
Database Manager &

Special Projects

Elisa Walt
Operations
Supervisor

MINISTRY TEAM CHANGES THIS YEAR
It's been a year of returning to a version of normal with a lot of our programming and ministry opportunities while it
has also been a year of transitions and changes for our Ministry Team. 

October: Donovan DeGaetano, Minister of Children and Families, concluded his seven years of ministry at First
Covenant. We are glad that Donovan, Jill, and their family remain in our lives together. Lora Murtha, who had been
serving as Nursery Coordinator, began serving as Interim Director of Children's Ministries as a search committee
was formed. In June Lora was hired for this position.

December: Neil Pedersen concluded his service as Livestream Director, working with our tech team each Sunday.
Donyae Graham stepped into this role beginning January 10, 2022 and has continued his work training senior
high youth in running the livestream of our Sunday worship services. 

April: Rev. Tom Cameron, Facility Administrator, concluded his ministry at First Covenant. Elisa Walt, who was (and
is) currently serving at Jonathan House, began working as an Interim Operations Supervisor on April 11 (during
Holy Week)! We are pleased that Elisa will continue on in this capacity in a permanent role in the coming year.

August: First Covenant's custodial team - George Beam (Lead Custodian), Chad Pearson (Temporary Custodian),
and Barbie Beam (Part-Time Custodian) - concluded their work at First Covenant as a custodial service has been
hired to clean the building twice a week during the 2022 - 2023 fiscal year. 

August: Shannon Loehrke, Organist and Pianist, concluded her time at First Covenant on August 28. 
Pam Sohriakoff will be joining the Ministry Team as Worship Assistant in September 2022 serving as choir
accompanist and worship team leader.



RENEW INITIATIVE PHASE 1 UPDATES
In the summer of 2021 the Renew Initiative was introduced to First Covenant. The Renew Initiative raised
funds to remove and replace our old boiler and renovate the Lower Fellowship Hall.

As of Sunday, August 26, $445,131 has been received to the Renew Initiative through pledges from First
Covenanters and gifts from anonymous donors. This incredible generosity has provided funding for
everything from replacing the boiler ($347,640), removing and replacing the flooring -- including asbestos
abatement ($56,715), installing new lighting ($15,288) and doors ($12,346), and installing a new sound
system ($7,216). 

This new overhaul will save expenses in heating our building, even amidst rising energy costs, and has
created an attractive large gathering space, made a welcoming youth ministry nook called "The Den", and
more. The pictures below tell their own story of the transformation of the space and the dedicated team of
volunteers who made it happen. Thank you for your investment!

From this. . . 

. . . through the transforming work of volunteers . . . 

. . . to an updated and welcoming Lower Fellowship Hall and upgraded boiler!



COMING IN 2022-2023

SEPTEMBER 2022
Welcome Sunday and Annual Meeting | Sunday, September 11
Caring for Kids Well in Anxious Times | Sunday, September 18

All Church Retreat | Friday, September 23 - Sunday, September 25
 

OCTOBER 2022
Caring for Kids Well in Anxious Times | Sunday, October 16

Trunk or Treat | Sunday, October 30
 

NOVEMBER 2022
All Saints Sunday | Sunday, November 6

Caring for Kids Well In Anxious Times | Sunday, November 13
 

DECEMBER 2022
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service | Saturday, December 24 at 4:00pm

Christmas Day Worship Service | Sunday, December 25 at 9:30am
 

JANUARY 2023
New Years Day Sharing Service | Sunday, January 1 at 9:30am

Martin Luther King Sunday | Sunday, January 15
 

FEBRUARY 2023
Ash Wednesday | Wednesday, February 22

 

MARCH 2023
"Broadway Is Back!" | Friday, March 3 at 7:00pm at Johnson Senior High School

                                               Saturday, March 4 at 6:00pm at Johnson Senior High School
                                               Sunday, March 5 at 10:30am at Johnson Senior High School

 

APRIL 2023
Good Friday | Friday, April 7

Easter Sunday | Sunday, April 9
Confirmation Trek | Sunday, April 30

 

MAY 2023
Confirmation Sunday | Sunday, May 7


