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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This Reading Guide is full of links! Anything that is underlined is a link that you can click on.

Book Studies and Book Clubs need you to register. There is one registration form that you
can update throughout the summer, it is found throughout the guide and it is linked here.
We need you to register before the meeting begins so that we can plan for safe social
distancing. If you run into issues with the form, please contact Kate Makosky at kate@first-
covenant.org.

Each title contains a link to purchase through Amazon. This is often the cheapest and
easiest option for purchase. However, if you are able we suggest ordering through a local
independent book store here in the Twin Cities. These stores can order the book for you, 

Hello First Covenant Community!
 

On your screen, or in your hands, is First Covenant Church of Saint Paul's 2020 Summer
Reading Guide. More than "beach reads" these are meaningful reads for our life together.
These are days where the wilderness can feel very present. The stress of distance-everything
is cumulating, we are feeling the fatigue of not being able to be together in person, the
stress of slowly reopening, the divisions present that Covid-19 has brought into greater
visibility, and the ongoing injustice against our Brown and Black brothers and sisters. 
 
What is the church to do? We pray, study God's word, continue to meet and worship together
(virtually), and our prayer is that the books within this reading guide provide another way for
us to connect, learn, and grow in community together. Within this guide there are
opportunities to meet weekly for book studies, monthly for a book club, and recommendations
to pick up and read on your own. There are works of fiction, non-fiction, and memoir here,
with offerings for nearly any age. We've recorded a video sharing why we chose these books
for the time and place we find ourselves in. You can watch it by clicking here.
 
LOGISTICS:

 

 

     it may just take a little longer to get it than through Amazon -- plan ahead!                             
 
     A few options include (click on their name to visit their website):
             Red Balloon Bookshop (Saint Paul, MN)
             Subtext Books (Saint Paul, MN)
             Storied Owl Books (Saint Paul, MN)
             Moon Palace Books (Minneapolis, MN)
             Birchbark Books & Native Arts (Minneapolis, MN)

https://forms.gle/P599ccyYJGWPip968
http://first-covenant.org/
https://vimeo.com/423421797
https://subtextbooks.com/
https://www.redballoonbookshop.com/
https://subtextbooks.com/
https://subtextbooks.com/
https://www.storiedowlbooks.com/
https://www.storiedowlbooks.com/
https://www.moonpalacebooks.com/
https://www.moonpalacebooks.com/
https://birchbarkbooks.com/
https://birchbarkbooks.com/


WHITE AWAKE by Daniel Hill

Book
Our Book Studies meet weekly on Tuesdays at 7:00pm for a 

slower-paced, more in-depth study of a book. 
Our studies are meeting in person in a responsible, socially-distant way at a location near

the East Side. We may be able to offer a virtual meeting option if there is enough
interest, or in the event of inclement weather. Space is limited to accommodate First

Covenant's safety plan, please register at the link below, indicating your interest. 
Click here to register for our book studies.

PROPHETIC LAMENT
The American church avoids lament. But lament is a missing, essential
component of Christian faith. Lament recognizes struggles and suffering, that
the world is not as it ought to be. Lament challenges the status quo and cries
out for justice against existing injustices. Soong-Chan Rah's prophetic
exposition of the book of Lamentation provides a biblical and theological lens
for examining the church's relationship with a suffering world. It critiques our
success-centered triumphalism and calls us to repent of our hubris. And it
opens up new ways to encounter the other. 

 by Soong-Chan Rah

MEETING DETAILS (register by Thursday, June 11)
Tuesday, June 16: Introduction and Lamentations 1 (chapters 1 - 3)
Tuesday, June 23: Lamentations 2 (chapters 4 - 7)
Tuesday, June 30: Lamentations 3 (chapters 8 - 10)
Tuesday, July 7: Lamentations 4 (chapters 11 - 12)
Tuesday, July 14: Lamentations 5 (chapters 13 - 14)
Tuesday, July 21: Conclusion and Epilogue

STUDIES

Daniel Hill will never forget the day he heard these words: "Daniel, you may be
white, but don't let that lull you into thinking you have no culture. White culture
is very real. In fact, when white culture comes in contact with other cultures, it
almost always wins. So it would be a really good idea for you to learn about
your culture." Confused and unsettled by this encounter, Hill began a journey
of understanding his own white identity. Hill explores the seven stages to
expect on your own path to cultural awakening. It's crucial to understand both
personal and social realities in the areas of race, culture, and identity. This
book will give you a new perspective on being white and also empower you to
be an agent of reconciliation in our increasingly diverse and divided world.

MEETING DETAILS (register by Thursday, July 23)
Tuesday, July 28: Introduction and chapters 1 - 3
Tuesday, August 4: chapters 4 - 5
Tuesday, August 11: chapters 6 -7
Tuesday, August 18: chapters 8 - 9
Tuesday, August 26: chapter 10

https://www.amazon.com/White-Awake-Honest-Look-Means/dp/0830843930/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1590597950&sr=1-1
https://forms.gle/HaBr7zsgPLXH5NmB6
https://www.amazon.com/Prophetic-Lament-Justice-Troubled-Times-ebook/dp/B015TBK2UC/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=prophetic+lament&qid=1590597906&sr=8-1


Book Clubs meet one time to discuss a specific book.
Our clubs are meeting in person in an outdoors, socially-distant way at a location near
the East Side. Chairs will be available, but you are invited to bring your own chair if you

would feel more comfortable. In case of event of inclement weather, Book Clubs will
meet virtually. Space is limited to accommodate First Covenant's safety plan, please

register at the link below, indicating your interest. 
Click here to register for our book clubs.

It's 1944 and sixteen-year-old ballerina and gymnast Edith Eger is sent to Auschwitz.
Separated from her parents on arrival, she endures unimaginable experiences, including
being made to dance for the infamous Josef Mengele. When the camp is finally
liberated, she is pulled from a pile of bodies, barely alive. The horrors of the Holocaust
didn't break Edith--they helped her learn to live again with a life-affirming strength and
a truly remarkable resilience. The Choice is her unforgettable story.

Book

MEETING DETAILS (register by Sunday, June 21)
7:00pm on Wednesday, June 24
(Pastor Anne & Gordy's home: 2209 Burr Street, Maplewood, 55117)

THE CHOICE by Dr. Edith Eva Eger

CLUBS

If Greer Walsh could only live inside her head, life would be easier. She’d be able to
focus on excelling at math or negotiating peace talks between her best friend and...
everyone else. She wouldn’t spend any time worrying about being the only Kennedy High
student whose breasts are bigger than her head. Hilarious and heartbreakingly
honest, My Eyes Are Up Here is a story of awkwardness and ferocity, of imaginary
butterflies and rock-solid friends. It’s the story of a girl finding her way out of her
oversized sweatshirt and back into the real world. A book written for the Y.A. (young
adult) audience, but appropriate for youth and adults alike.

MEETING DETAILS (register by Sunday, July 26)
7:00pm on Thursday, July 30
Kate and Dan Makosky's home (1040 Hyacinth Ave. E., Saint Paul, 55106)

MY EYES ARE UP HERE by Laura Zimmermann

Native is about identity, soul-searching, and the never-ending journey of finding ourselves
and finding God. In this book, she shows how reconnecting with her Potawatomi identity
both informs and challenges her Christian faith. As Curtice shares what it means to
experience her faith through the lens of her Indigenous heritage, she reveals that a
vibrant spirituality has its origins in identity, belonging, and a sense of place.

MEETING DETAILS (register by Sunday, August 9)
6:30pm on Wednesday, August 12
Indian Mounds Regional Park (10 Mounds Blvd., Saint Paul, 55106. We will meet
at the Indigenous Woman’s sculpture located just east of the burial mounds)

NATIVE By Kaitlin B. Curtice

https://forms.gle/HaBr7zsgPLXH5NmB6
https://www.amazon.com/Choice-Embrace-Possible-Edith-Eger-ebook/dp/B01HMXRZ6O/ref=sr_1_1?crid=36BMUH1N0I6TJ&dchild=1&keywords=the+choice+edith+eger&qid=1590598015&s=books&sprefix=the+choice%2Cstripbooks%2C176&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/My-Eyes-Are-Up-Here-ebook/dp/B07YJYVKBY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3T2KT1XULGSGI&dchild=1&keywords=my+eyes+are+up+here+laura+zimmermann&qid=1590598065&s=books&sprefix=my+eyes+are+up+here%2Cstripbooks%2C198&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Native-Identity-Belonging-Rediscovering-God-ebook/dp/B0821Q1NLS/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14ZQ6UTO4L502&dchild=1&keywords=native+kaitlin+curtice&qid=1590598088&s=books&sprefix=native%2Cstripbooks%2C187&sr=1-1


RETHINKING INCARCERATION - ADVOCATING FOR JUSTICE THAT RESTORES 
by Dominique Gilliard
"Written by a Covenant pastor who also works with prisoners in Chicago,
this book talks about the unfair justice system, mass incarceration, race, and
the Church's role in it all. We attended a seminar by Dominique at CHIC in 2018,
and learned a lot from him there. I feel like this is an important time to read, or
reread this book." suggested by: Mandy Griffin

EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON - AND OTHER LIES I'VE LOVED 
by Kate Bowler

"This is an insightful first-person testimony of a woman facing a terrible
circumstance: a successful 30 something woman living a life she loves, married
to her highschool sweetheart and with a young son who receives a diagnosis of

terminal cancer and a one-year expected life span. Her observations are
challenging, unflinching, and inspiring." suggested by: Pastor Tom Cameron

BRAVING THE WILDERNESS - THE QUEST FOR TRUE BELONGING AND THE
COURAGE TO STAND ALONE
by Brené Brown
"This book is a great companion to our Respectful Conversations from Following
the Roadmap this winter. Brown creates guidelines on how to hold true to one's
beliefs while being compassionate and seeking understanding." 
suggested by: Ellen Jacobson
 

Looking for something else to read? 
We have some book lists and suggestions for all ages!

Book RECOMENDATIONS

SUGGESTIONS FROM MINISTRY & LEADERSHIP TEAM MEMBERS

SUGGESTIONS FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
WHEN GOD MADE THE WORLD
by Matthew Paul Turner, pictures by Gillian Gamble
For parents who are looking for a different kind of creation book, this book
focuses on the complex way that God created our vast and scientifically
operating universe, including the biodiversity of life on our planet and the
intricacies of a vast solar system. Scottish illustrator Gillian Gamble brings the
natural world to vibrant life with rich colors and poignant detail certain to
stretch young minds and engage imaginations. suggested by: Kate Makosky

A MAP INTO THE WORLD
by Kao Kalia Yang, pictures by Seo Kim

As the seasons change, so too does a young Hmong girl's world. She moves into a
new home with her family and encounters both birth and death. As this curious

girl explores life inside her house and beyond, she collects bits of the natural
world. But who are her treasures for? suggested by: Donovan DeGaetano

https://www.amazon.com/Rethinking-Incarceration-Advocating-Justice-Restores-ebook/dp/B0794C44GY/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=rethinking+incarceration&qid=1590688371&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Rethinking-Incarceration-Advocating-Justice-Restores-ebook/dp/B0794C44GY/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=rethinking+incarceration&qid=1590688371&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Rethinking-Incarceration-Advocating-Justice-Restores-ebook/dp/B0794C44GY/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=rethinking+incarceration&qid=1590688371&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Rethinking-Incarceration-Advocating-Justice-Restores-ebook/dp/B0794C44GY/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=rethinking+incarceration&qid=1590688371&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved-ebook/dp/B071YY6X9Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=K3ZUMRMNLA88&dchild=1&keywords=everything+happens+for+a+reason+kate+bowler&qid=1590688398&sprefix=everything+happens+for+a+%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved-ebook/dp/B071YY6X9Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=K3ZUMRMNLA88&dchild=1&keywords=everything+happens+for+a+reason+kate+bowler&qid=1590688398&sprefix=everything+happens+for+a+%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=braving+the+wilderness&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/When-Made-World-Matthew-Turner/dp/0525650660/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=when+God+made+the+world&qid=1590688585&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Map-into-World-Kalia-Yang/dp/1541538366/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=a+map+into+the+world&qid=1590688683&sr=8-1

