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PASTOR'S LETTER
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, 
as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”

 John 7:37-38

I’m writing this on August 30th, the day after our all church retreat up at Covenant Pines--
the last significant event in the life of our church in this program year. I’m actually writing
FROM Covenant Pines as Gordy and I have stayed an extra day to seize another day away
and to complete writing assignments such as this one, as well as make final preparations
for our worship series for fall season. The theme for our retreat was “renew” based on
Jesus as the Living Water from John’s Gospel and the restorative words of Isaiah 55. I admit
I carried my share of skepticism into the weekend as to whether we could adequately live
into this theme of “renew” as our planning team faced growing concerns with COVID
numbers again rising along with all the uncertainties of gathering together after being
apart for so many months in a pandemic.
 
I should know by now, that God has a way of meeting us in these times set apart for
renewal, reconnecting and refreshment, even amidst the unknowns. A small group of folks
stayed up at camp after brunch on Sunday, some to swim and squeeze out as much time at
camp as possible, but most stayed to fish or cheer on the participants in the First Annual
Roger Quant Fishing Tournament. It had been postponed until Sunday afternoon due to a
thunderstorm on Saturday afternoon. Sunday was sunny but windy. The all male
competitors were sent out enthusiastically after an inspiring word from Kay Quant, with
our own Jacob Robinson (now on full time staff up at Covenant Pines) driving the pontoon.
But they all returned to shore with no fish. Apparently the fish did not like the wind. Even
so, Lora Murtha awarded the beautifully created trophies to the youngest three fishermen:
William Murtha, Louden DeGaetano and Bodie Taylor, awards that included new blue tackle
boxes.

As Gordy and I were waved “goodbye” to the last of the FCCers that afternoon, it felt like we
were saying goodbye to family after a full weekend together. There was a tinge of sadness,
but mostly joy, as we sent them back home with blessings for safe travels. I felt this deep
sense of gratitude that this diverse group of men and women, girls and boys, from varied
backgrounds, ages, and life experiences were all part of our extended church family who I
get to journey with as their pastor.
 
You may be thinking, “This is all well and good, to get a report on the all church retreat—
but isn’t this supposed to be introductory words about an entire year of doing church life?”
If this is your concern—read on--the connection is coming! This sense of “church as family”
is especially meaningful to me after these past eighteen months of social distancing, masks,
and gathering by way of Zoom meetings and live-streaming worship. Being together at the
retreat (even with masks indoors!) reminded us of what we’ve missed and what we look
forward to in the year ahead.
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crafting meaningful worship experiences online even as we began (cautiously and
carefully) meeting in person on Palm Sunday.
finding meaningful ways to gather for youth group, Confirmation, adult game nights,
workshops, small group Bible and book studies online and eventually in person this
summer.
caring for one another amidst medical and personal crises.
journeying with those who walked the path of sorrow and loss.
seeking God’s leading for what it means to be church amidst a tumultuous presidential
election, increasing divisiveness within our country and church culture, an ever growing
awareness of racial inequities, an ongoing refugee crisis at our borders, climate crises
that included horrific wildfires, torrential flooding, another devastating earthquake in
Haiti, and just this weekend, on the 16th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, the strongest
hurricane on record—by both wind speed and pressure, Hurricane Ida, roared into
Louisiana (edited to add the devastation that followed on the East Coast). As I’m writing the
devastation is just beginning to be assessed but it is sure to be profound. And if this
was not enough, we grapple with trying to make sense of the chaos and crisis as US
troops withdraw from a 20 year long war in Afghanistan.
doing the work of finalizing our identity, mission and vision that led into the creation of
our values.  
moving forward on “following the roadmap” that had encountered a significant
roadblock in March of 2020 called “COVID19”. A year later, this led to the creation of the
Inclusion Writing Team who were tasked with crafting a draft inclusion statement that
was presented on June 13th to the congregation and approved on August 1. 

As I look back at highlights captured in this report, I’m struck by all we were able to
accomplish in a year of constant changes and ongoing uncertainty. 
We continued:

 
In addition, our leadership team approved two significant building projects during this
uncertain season: the renovation of the Lower Fellowship Hall and the replacement of our
71 year old boiler. These decisions required the creation of a mini-capital campaign to raise
the needed funds to make these projects possible. We are calling this two year campaign
“the Renew Initiative” and as of August 30th, we’ve received over $200,000 in pledges to
help accomplish these significant property improvements that will not only serve our
congregation but all our partners and community members who enter our doors in the
years to come.
 
Indeed this IS a time of renewal for our church family as we focus on what it means to be
followers of Jesus Christ in this time and place. It is my hope and prayer that when we come
to August 2022, we will have a deeper awareness, understanding and excitement for what
it means to be a Jesus centered community for this time and place--to the glory of God the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Pastor Anne
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OUR IDENTITY, MISSION, VISION, 
AND VALUES

IDENTITY
what it means to belong at First Covenant Church

 
We are a church deeply rooted in the Gospel and our local community who courageously:

- pursues hope, justice, and freedom in Christ, 
- extends grace and love to a broken and divided world, and

- invites all people to encounter the Living God.

MISSION
what we believe about life together at First Covenant Church

 
We seek to authentically live into our identity in Christ, empowered by the Spirit to embody

the love of God and the hope of the Gospel locally and globally.

VISION
what will become because of First Covenant Church’s identity and mission

 
We will see justice, mercy and reconciliation by receiving and extending the transforming

love and peace (shalom) of Christ.

VALUES
UNITY AND DIVERSITY
Every person is on a faith journey. Through the
communal reading of Scripture, and a shared
commitment to keep learning, we grow together
amidst our differences to live as an increasingly
connected family with many voices.

COURAGEOUS AND VULNERABLE
We invite people to come as they are. We
welcome tough questions and honest dialogue
as we pursue faithfulness to God’s leading in our
life together.

INTEGRITY AND TRANSPARENCY
We attempt to live our lives authentically amidst
our own brokenness and the challenging
realities in our world.

EMPATHY AND JUSTICE
We demonstrate compassion as we move
toward wholeness, recognizing empathy compels
us to take action in the pursuit of justice in both
individual lives and addressing systemic
inequities.

HISTORIC AND INNOVATIVE
We treasure our rich history as a church on the
East Side and those who came before us.
Recognizing our imperfections, we consciously
depend on the Holy Spirit's new and creative
work in our community to lead us forward.

TRANSFORMATIVE AND COLLABORATIVE
We cannot accomplish our Vision alone. We work
with strategic partners to build a better future
for our community and be responsible stewards
of all God’s creation.
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OUR PARTNERS
We believe that we go farther, and do better, when we do it together. This happens in our
building and on our property with our local partners, and around the world through our

missionaries and partners like Team World Vision.

CHURCHES AND MINISTRIES SHARING OUR SPACE
using our building and our property for ministry here on the East Side of Saint Paul

GLOBAL PARTNERS

Community Bible Study
Family Values for Life
Followers of Christ Hmong Baptist Church
Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf

Gary and Pauline Carlson           
 (Fjuisawa, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan)
Karl and Sue Peterson                      
 (Mexico City, Mexico)
Ron and Janet Ziegelbauer           
 (Yaounde, Cameroon)
Aaron and Becky Bryant and family
(Escobar, Paraguay)

OUR MISSIONARIES
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Haitian Christian Fellowship
Jonathan House
La Viña Iglesia 
Urban Roots

PARTNERS IN MISSION
partners we work with closely in our neighborhood, state, and around the world

Covenant Pines Ministries
East Side Freedom Library
Farnsworth Aerospace Magnet
Schools (PreK - 4 and 5-8
campuses)

Johnson Senior High School
Minnehaha Academy
North Park University
Roots Covenant Church

Covenant Kids Congo
Paul Carlson Partnership
Team World Vision

GLOBAL PARTNERS



         Our Wednesday Morning
Bible Study was a unique
experience by way of using our
telephones. It was great to hear
our people's voices! Also it was
uplifting to hear the prayer
requests which I felt very much! 
--Marge Peterson

FALL: LOVE (1 CORINTHIANS 13)
September

Welcome Sunday & Annual Meeting

Our program year began with an
outdoor Welcome Sunday and Annual
Meeting, complete with Fall themed face
masks and t-shirts. Our finalized
Identity, Mission, and Vision Statements
were revealed.

13

Confirmation Sunday

Delayed four months due to COVID-19
concerns, we celebrated the faith
commitments of our Confirmands
Rosemary Peck and Elias Hagfors.

20

Midweek Programming Starts

Midweek programming begins! The
Wednesday Morning Bible Study met on
Google Meet, Confirmation class met
with a hybrid model (some online and
others in-person), and book and Bible
studies for adults began to meet in-
person: Compassion and Conviction and
Strength To Love, One Coin Found, and
Love Matters More (in October).

22

October
Solidarity Street Gallery

First Covenant members turned out to
support local artists on an art crawl on
Payne Avenue celebrating solidarity and
unity in response to the unrest of the
last year.

1

Corn Mazes and Bonfires

Our Children and Youth Ministries took advantage of the great weather and built
community. Children and Families gathered for corn maze and pumpkin patch
fun. Youth gathered around a bonfire for games.

3
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           I SO look forward to
receiving the CD and newsletter
every week. It makes me feel that
I'm a part of my church family even
though I cannot regularly attend. I
often replay and reread them
several times! The colorful pictures
add so much since I do not see the
service. Thank you to all who make
this possible. It means a lot to me. 
--Kay Carlson

First Covenant Church was
once again a local polling place
for the presidential and local
elections. Four days later it was
official that President Joe Biden
would become the 46th
president of the United States.

FALL CONTINUED

October continued

Online Game Night

We continued to find new and
innovative ways to build community.
Dozens gathered for our first-ever
virtual game night led by Joe Mann.

30

Election Day3
November

The Social Dilemma: A Conversation

Parents and youth gathered to discuss the pitfalls and practices around social
media after watching the documentary "The Social Dilemma".

14

Online Worship Continues

Despite hopes to resume in-person, indoor worship during Advent, COVID-19
infections and hospitalizations both nationally and locally continued to rise
throughout the Fall. Out of an abundance of caution it was decided to continue
worshipping together online until Holy Week of 2021.

19

Choir Zoom Gathering

After months of not being able to meet
due to COVID-19, choir was finally able
to begin meeting for community on
Zoom.

12

Youth Group Kicks Off

7th - 12th graders met weekly on Zoom
to connect, support, and grow in faith
together.

7

Discipline That Connects

Parents and caregivers gathered online
Sunday evenings to grow in their
caregiving abilities.

4

Did You Know...Communication expanded during the Fall of 2020. Weekly FCC 411
informational emails helped keep the community informed without a weekly bulletin. Often
special messages were recorded. And, for First Covenant community members without
email access, a formatted version of the weekly FCC 411 informational email was directly
mailed to their homes, along with a CD of the worship service. Thank you to the church
office team, Rachel Hanks, and Doug Nelson for making this possible each week!
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       The Resiliency Forum was offered when I, and
others, needed it the most in the middle of COVID
isolation and fear, election uncertainties, racial
instability, and winter. Although I was tired of
Zoom gatherings, this session was too good to
pass up. . . it gave me permission to not think that
I have to be perfect and strong when going
through stressful times, and to give others this
permission, also. I was reminded that the Bible is
full of resilient people, and with some proactive
steps and God's help, we too, 
can be resilient! --Judy Kline

ADVENT: LIVING HOPE
November continued

Advent . . . In A Box

Parents and caregivers drove up and received Advent
resources for the whole family to look at the Word of God
together with age appropriate activities to prepare for the
birth of Jesus.

28

Advent Small Groups began

Opportunities to meet weekly for prayer and reflection on Living Hope during
Advent, in addition to Confirmation and Youth Group.

1
December

Resiliency Forum

Carolyn Lokensgard-Wallace and Paige Mann (both social workers) offered a 
two-night deep dive into self-care, spirituality, connection, and resilience
facilitated by Pastor Mike.

2
& 9

Online Game Night:
Christmas Edition

Our game night was merry and
full of fun competition,
complete with eggnog as we
continued to be creative in
ways we built community, once
again hosted by Joe Mann.

11

First COVID-19 Vaccine for
Emergency Use Authorized

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration issued the
emergency use of the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-10 Vaccine
to be administered in the
U.S.

11

Sanctuary Open for Prayer and Reflection

For many the beauty of the Christmas decorations
and the quiet sacredness of the Sanctuary is a true
place to revisit and discover Living Hope. The
Sanctuary was opened up leading up to Christmas
Eve for community members to find comfort and
reflection.

15

Giving Christmas Away Drive-Through

Our annual partnership with Family Values for Life to provide Christmas joy to
kids and families in our community pivoted to a drive-through experience. 25
families received gifts provided by 29 givers in this  meaningful collaboration.

16

Youth Christmas Game Night

Online, Christmas-themed, games -- tacky Christmas sweaters included -- as our
youth ministry competed in trivia and Zoom competitions.

18
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Christmas Eve
Worship Music During COVID

Singing creates more aerosolized
particles than speaking. Due to
this increased risk, the choir and
live worship teams were
suspended for much of the  year.
That doesn't mean we went
without music! Virtual choirs and
worship teams became the norm
during our online worship
services. Individuals recorded
their part at home, and then all
the tracks were aligned,
balanced, edited, and mixed to
create beautiful arrangements of
music. A three minute song
could take up to 20 hours of
work to get the final product
"just right." It's thanks to this
technology that despite being
online, our Christmas Eve
worship service could continue
to be a vibrant worship
experience. 2020's service
included over 35 people of all
ages as soloists, singing in vocal
jazz ensembles, or playing in the
brass or chamber ensemble.
--Richard Voth

Celebrating the birth of Jesus didn't spare us
from continuing to practice flexibility. As we
faced our first Christmas Eve service during a
pandemic, the Ministry Team got creative
about ways to share in the birth of hope
within our community. We planned an online
worship service that would go live at 4:00pm
and be simultaneously live-streamed on
Facebook. First Covenant community
members would light their own candles at
home in the traditional passing of light.
Then, there would be a smaller gathering at
6:00pm in the parking lot for the community
to gather around candlelight to sing carols
and share Living Hope reflections together. 

And then it got extremely cold, and our
parking lot gathering was cancelled. 

And then there were technical difficulties,
and our 4:00pm service was pushed to
7:30pm.

And yet, despite the difficulties, we still
gathered in our homes to share in
meaningful, hope-filled, worship as we
celebrated the birth of Jesus together --
including a virtual "Silent Night" passing of
light (see photo below).

24
ADVENT CONTINUED
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        So cling to joy, audacious, unbridled joy that
looks for Light in everything, even in your waiting. Let
it be a small, yet rebellious act within the shadows
that says, "perhaps, even here, I can still have joy. I
can still have hope for the future. I can still find a
meaningful life worth living for, right here in the
present moment. 
--Morgan Harper Nichols (writer and artist)

        My son, William, and I had the chance to
be a part of the Little P's. William thought it
was really interesting to see what it takes to
make the puppets work and bring them to
life. I really enjoyed getting to hear that
something as small and simple as a puppet
could make such an impact in so many
people's lives! --Lora Murtha

WINTER: THE AUDACITY OF JOY
January

The Audacity of Joy . . . Through Art

Each Sunday in worship, a First Covenant community member shared about their
experiences of joy through their own personal artistic expression. Thank you to
Jorge Martinez, Aly Hotz, Pam Sohriakoff, Janet Cameron, Kirk Peterson, Jim
Zupfer, and Marilyn Ash for sharing.

3

Capitol Insurrection

The United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. was violently attacked by a mob of
supporters of President Donald Trump, seeking to overturn the 2020 presidential
election by disrupting the joint session of Congress assembled to count electoral
votes that would formalized President-elect Joe Biden's victory. 

6

The Audacity of Joy: An
Evening with Dana Bowman

Author Dana Bowman led an
online evening of Bible
study, sharing, laughter, as
we discussed the audacity of
joy together. 

7

Winter Book and Bible Studies 

With the cold weather and COVID-19 surges, weekly gatherings remained online
through Zoom. Many gathered online to study Dr. Dennis Edward's Might From
The Margins on Mondays led by the Comos from Honduras. One Tuesdays
Pastors Anne and Mike explored the theme of joy throughout the Bible, along
with the continuation of Strength to Love with the Sohriakoffs. Youth Group
continued to meet on Wednesdays.

11

Red Cross Blood Drive

First Covenant hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive to help address the nation-wide
blood shortage in Upper Fellowship Hall. Organized by Jill Weiss, 52 appointment
slots were filled, 49 units of blood were collected, impacting up to 150 lives (3 per
unit collected).

13

Meet the Little P's

This winter the Little P's (First Covenant's puppet crew, sponsored by the Children
and Family Ministries) made their debut in worship with the song with the song
"I've Got The Joy". This puppet crew grew throughout the year, delighted the
youngest among us, would go on to lead six different worship songs and read
books for classrooms at Farnsworth Elementary School (Lower Campus). 

10
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        A highlight of this past year were our four drive
up events: Advent in a Box, Bag-O-Joy, Camp in a Box,
and Holy Week in a Box. It was great to pray for
families who were receiving the boxes as we handed
them out at these events. We loved being able to see
in-person families we had only connected with online
over the past year. --Donovan DeGaetano

Inauguration and Prayers for Our Country

FCCers gathered online to pray for our country and a peaceful transfer of power
ahead of the Presidential Inauguration of President Joe Biden.

20

February

January continued
Bag-O-Joy Drive Up Event

Families of children received a bag of joy -- complete with journals to track their
joy discoveries, and a growing set of lesson plans and supplies to make their own
balloon animals (taught by FCC's own Jasper the Clown!)

16

Rev. Dr. Dennis Edwards (North Park Theological Seminary)

The Might From The Margins book study came to a close with a chance to hear
from the author. Rev. Dr. Dennis Edwards (formerly of The Sanctuary Covenant
Church and currently at North Park Theological Seminary) joined the group on
Zoom as they concluded their time with his book.

15

WINTER CONTINUED

LENT: WERE YOU THERE?
Ash Wednesday and Drive Through Imposition of Ashes

Even as preparations began for resuming in-person, indoor worship during Holy
Week, Lent continued to be COVID-safe. A drive-through imposition of ashes was
held in the parking lot in the cold beginning this season of reflection and
repentance. A 25-minute worship service introducing Lent and the importance of
Spirituals to our time together.

17

Midweek Lenten studies begin

The First Covenant community continued to gather online during the week to
study and grow together. On Mondays a group made their way through Jesus and
John Wayne by Kristin Kobes Du Mez and on Tuesdays Luke Powery's Were You
There? Lenten Reflections on the Spirituals set the tone for growing together at
the intersection of the music of spirituals and Scripture.

22

Choir Gathering

Choir members gathered online for connection and community.3

Make Our Voice Heard with
Rep. McCollum

Even in the midst of COVID-
19, our Sustainability Team
continued to spur on 
First Covenant to care tangibly
for creation in word and
action. 

24
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        In February, 14 FCC members met on Zoom to
create a statement on climate to share with Rep.
Betty McCollum. Later in the spring we joined five
other St. Paul faith communities to share with her
office why, as people of faith, we want bold federal
climate action this year. It was a powerful way to
raise our voices together for a healthy environment! 
--Charissa Verdoorn



BUILDING UPDATES DURING LENT
While the church building was closed, significant upgrades to the Sanctuary for safety,
electric rewiring, and live-streaming as well as general decor upgrades  were happening
ahead of the planned re-opening during Holy Week. 

Stage Upgrades: the wooden stage was completely refinished, three handrails were
installed for security and movement up and down the stage's levels, and a thin dark wood
inlay was installed on each level change to prevent accidents. Many thanks to  Bruce
Schreiber, Jim Anderson, Richard Voth and several volunteer piano movers.

Electrical Upgrades: three wall stations controlling the house and stage lights from the
Sanctuary floor, connected to the sound board, were replaced. 

Live-Streaming Preparations: a new remote controlled video camera, camera switcher,
and screen monitor were purchased thanks to the expertise of Jason Huso and Neil
Pedersen. These tools were installed and wired thanks to hours on scaffolding by Brian
Turnquist, Phil Erickson, Dale Pearson, and Kirk Peterson.

Decor Team Upgrades: The Decor Team (Mauri Erickson, Jeannine Nordlund, Jill Weiss,
and Kate Makosky) oversaw replacing the worn couches in the Upper Fellowship Hall
seating area with furniture that is easily cleaned, maintained, and functional. Volunteers
painted the entry way and the toddler nursery ahead of anticipated use. 
Thanks to our team of painters: Mauri and Phil Erickson, Jeannine Nordlund, Galen Carlson,
Chuck and Pam Feske, and D.D. Peterson.
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March
Contemplative Prayer and
Meditation Experience

Kim Isaak, the Executive Director
of Restoration Ministries, led an
evening to connect more deeply
with the life saving message and
hope of Jesus Christ through
guided prayer and meditation.

5

Youth Scavenger Hunt

Warm weather scrapped a sledding outing, and youth gathered for fun
exploration on a scavenger hunt together at a local park.

6

Pandemic Anniversary

One year ago today the
World Health
Organization declared
COVID-19 a global
pandemic.

11

Leadership Advance
Meeting

Ministry and Leadership 
Teams met together 
online for an extended 
morning of prayer, discernment, and dreaming together. First Covenant's value
statements were finalized, and dreams for the building began to take a foothold
(that would later become reality in the summer as our boiler and Lower
Fellowship Hall renovations were announced).

13

Guest preacher Rev. Adam Edgerly (Executive Director of Covenant
World Relief and Development) and guest speaker Rev. Lyndsey
Watson (Ministry Specialist of Covenant Kids Congo) in worship and in
our Zoom Fellowship Time.

28

Rev. Dr. Dennis Edwards (North Park Theological Seminary) joined us as
our guest preacher and in our Zoom Fellowship Time.14

LENT CONTINUED
February continued

Rev. Dr. Dennis Edwards

12

A.C. Retreat at Adventurous Christians in Grand Marais, MN19
- 21         Despite a smaller than usual

group (due to COVID precautions)
there were a wide variety of ages,
and a few first timers, at our
beautiful and relaxing weekend
together. It was a little too warm to
ski, but we took a couple of long
hikes and learned about the
surrounding ecology from the
camp's staff. We enjoyed the new
retreat center, homemade food,
some brave people jumped in the
lake, and worshipped together. 
--Mandy Griffin



        Like most of us, the lack of in-person worship
was hard for me. I enjoyed online services and online
Bible study, but it wasn't quite the same. Our first
Sunday back in the Sanctuary as the pandemic
showed signs of abating was an absolute delight. As I
was waiting to go into the service I heard a voice ask
me if I was completely vaccinated. I said that I was
and replied, "How about you?" My question was
answered by a warm hug from a trusted friend. At
that point I knew we would come through this
difficult time stronger than ever! --Don Pelto

March continued
Palm Sunday In Person Worship

After a year of mostly online worship First Covenant's doors re-opened and the
community gathered in-person for worship in the Sanctuary. Safety measures,
physical distancing, new signage, and face masks made worship look different,
and there were fewer people due to ongoing COVID concerns, but the experience
of of being together in worship once again, with palm branches raised in a
hosanna's as we entered into Holy Week together was worth it.

28

April
Maundy Thursday

Virtual Stations of the Cross featuring artwork, reflections, and another Alvin Ailey
spiritual dance performance drew us into the somber reflection of Jesus's
sacrifice for us.

1

Red Cross Blood Drive

Another successful blood drive for First Covenant!31

Easter Sunday - He is Risen!

We gathered, in person, for celebrative worship. He is risen indeed!4

13

LENT CONTINUED



Derek Chauvin Verdict in Minneapolis

The Twin Cities braced for whatever the verdict was from the trial of Derek
Chauvin. First Covenant's sanctuary was open for prayer and reflection
throughout the day. We gathered for prayer and reflection in the evening after
the guilty verdict was announced.  

20

Happy 147th Birthday First Covenant!21

      I have been on the visitation
team for many years and it has
always been a meaningful
experience. This past year was
different because of COVID --
calling or sending cards to our
assigned people. Though it was
not the same as a personal visit, I
found that in reaching out to
these dear friends I also was
encouraged and blessed by their
words to me. It was good and
important to stay connected
during this time of intense
isolation. --Marcy Turnquist

April continued
Midweek Opportunities

During worship we learned more about our newly revealed Values at First
Covenant. During the week, we had more opportunities to grow in faith and
community together as we learned about what was at the core of our faith
tradition as we partnered with Awaken Covenant Church for a 4-week class with
North Park's Dr. Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom on the "History and Theology of
Pietism and Why It Matters Today". We also looked at the core of some of our
social issues today as a group gathered on Zoom to make their way through
Caste: The Origins of our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson.

7

SPRING: AT OUR CORE

Homebound Visitation In a
Pandemic

Up until the spring, the visitation
team served our homebound
members through telephone
calls, cards, and letters. There
were opportunities to provide
tangible help through grocery
shopping. Beginning in the
summer this team of 13
volunteers was able to visit 16
individuals with monthly in
person visits (except for those
times where Care Centers did
not allow visits). Phone calls,
birthday cards, and letters
continued. Leadership of this
team also transitioned this
summer as Mercedes Martinez
stepped into the role held by
Betty Eddy for a number of
years. 

Paul Douglas, local meteorologist, joins
to share a message in worship and host
a hybrid Q+A during Fellowship Time

Thanks to the leadership of the
Sustainability Team, we recognized Earth
Day and our ongoing commitment to
Creation Care. Local meteorologist Paul
Douglas joined First Covenant with a pre-
recorded message for the worship service,
and then joined us via Zoom for a hybrid
Q+A session. This combination allowed both
the in-person and live-streamed
congregation to participate in real time. 
Combining two 
platforms wasn't 
easy.Thanks to the
skills of Neil 
Pedersen, Jason 
Huso, and Richard 
Voth we were able 
to navigate the 
challenges and 
learn together. 

25
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Youth Wing Clean Out

Room shuffle! Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf moved up to to the Game and Graffiti
Room ahead of the Lower Fellowship Hall renovation. 20+ people gathered to
move decades of youth and family ministry items into storage, clear out needed
storage areas, and clean these rooms so that our partners could move in and set
up their new space for expanded ministry opportunities.

8

SPRING CONTINUED

Team World Vision 6K for Water

This annual event held in our neighborhood pulled together 104 participants
walking 6K (the average distance that someone walks to get clean water every day
in the Congo) to raise money to provide clean and safe water for life. $6,805 was
raised providing water for over 136 people! Many thanks to Christine Tharseo,
Team Captain!

22

Confirmation Sunday

We celebrated our 8th graders completing two years of Confirmation in the mist
of a pandemic, and publicly confirming their faith: Ana Como (via Zoom),
Genevieve DeGaetano, Giovanni DeLeon, Mira Zupfer, Nora Weiss, Mira Zupfer, 
and Sophia Verdoorn.

23

Mulching Parties

Caring for our property continued with fresh layers of mulch in the garden and
in the playground. Great crews came out to help.

19
& 26

Neighborhood Clean Up

The Sustainability Team sponsored the annual neighborhood clean up where FCC
folks gathered to care for our neighborhood and environment.

12

May
Senior Workshop

The Youth Ministry hosted a Senior Workshop for 11th and 12th graders with
local East Sider, Stephen Moore to learn more about goal setting creating
balance in their busy schedules.

1
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"Healthy Human Sexuality" with Becky Patton, LMFT where we discussed how sexuality is just
one component of our intimate relationships and considered how sexuality factors into
healthy relationships. 
"Theological and Biblical Perspectives on Same-Gendered Relationships" with Dr. Kyle
Roberts and Dr. Peter Kaspner. Two local professors and theologians who draw different
conclusions about human sexuality look at the seven passages most frequently referenced in
conversation about same sex relationships to better understand their context and meaning
for today. Listen to the audio recording of this conversation here.
"Respectful Conversations" facilitated by Kim Olstad. We joined together around tables for
structured, facilitated conversation to grow in empathy for those with differing viewpoints
within our community.

First Covenant has been on a six-year journey of discerning what it means to authentically
include those within the LGBT+ community into the life of our church. Since 2015 we have had
opportunities to study Scripture and science through spiritual growth hours, guest speakers,
forums, book studies, and listening sessions. See the timeline on our website for more specifics.

In January of 2020 we embarked on the "Following the Roadmap" series. Our community
gathered outside of worship for key opportunities to learn and grow together:

During the Spring and Summer of 2020, even amidst a pandemic, the leadership team and
ministry team worked towards greater clarity on our identity, mission and vision statements that
were presented to the congregation at our outdoor congregational meeting in July of 2020. Our
next step was to embark on crafting our value statements that were presented on a Zoom
congregational forum in January of 2021. We received feedback from the congregation before
final approval by the leadership team. (All of these statements are available at the beginning of
this Annual Report). 

Once these defining statements were finalized and approved, the leadership team recruited
members to serve on the inclusion writing team: Susan Carlson, Lisa Como, Phil Erickson,
Michelle Fure, Monica Holm, Kaya Hotz, Pastor Mike Hotz, Paul Lokensgard-Wallace, Jorge
Martinez, Aaron Nosich, Jan Thoes, and Pastor Anne Vining. Annie Perdue Olson provided
support and coaching throughout the process. During the Spring of 2021 this team worked
diligently to craft the inclusion statement that was presented to the congregation on June 13
(this statement is available on the next page). Six listening sessions were held between June
13 and July 22 when the leadership team gave final approval to present the inclusion statement
to the membership on August 1 for a vote. 

On Sunday, August 1, our church approved the proposed inclusion statement with 87.2% of the
membership present voting "YES". The specific count of in person voting was 109: YES, 16: NO.

        In the end I was thankful to be a part of the
Inclusion Writing Team. I think the journey as a
community we've been on over the past number of
years has been full of honest, hard work, hard
thinking, and yet blanketed by love and grace, from
God and for each other and for our community. I'm
proud to say we are an inclusive and equitable
community at FCC, and we can now be even more
clear about this reality and mission as a church. 
--Paul Lokensgard-Wallace

FIRST COVENANT'S INCLUSION STATEMENT

We will continue to prayerfully and
proactively discern how to do life
together with ALL of First Covenant
Church of Saint Paul--with the 87% of
our congregation who approved the
inclusion statement, and as
importantly, with the 13% who do not.
We continue to place a high value on
the sanctity of marriage. We are not
encouraging promiscuity or lessening
the meaning or importance of
heterosexual marriage. We are simply
creating access for all couples seeking
to be married in a Christian wedding
ceremony. 16

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R17SSXJeQ80OQU8DFMliO2B0cLzsK3iW/view


WELCOME TO FIRST COVENANT CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL

Here at First Covenant, there’s a place for everyone to belong, believe, and become. We
celebrate our rich diversity and unity that stems from our shared faith in Christ and life
following Jesus. All people are born with the dignity and value that comes from being made
in God’s image. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are invited to begin or
deepen your relationships with Jesus Christ and each other, sharing God’s love and the
peace (shalom) of Christ. 

RELATIONSHIP WITH SCRIPTURE

First Covenant Church of Saint Paul believes that the Bible, the Old and New Testaments, is
the Word of God, telling the story of God and God’s people in the past and guiding them in
the present and the future. We believe that engaging with God’s story and the Bible is both
an individual and a collective experience. 

We read the Bible to form us spiritually and to grow in holiness; it is not only for teaching
and doctrine. We use our experience, traditions, and reason to interpret Scripture. We
value the mystery of Scripture over certainty. We humbly read the Bible through the lens of
Jesus Christ, consciously depending on the Holy Spirit’s guidance through the unfolding
reality of our world.  

Supporting Scripture (NIV)
2 Tim 3:16 | Psalm 119:105 | Hebrews 4:12 | James 1:22 | Philippians 1:27-28 | 
Matthew 7:24 | Matthew 22:37-40 | Matthew 7:7-11

RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS

Faith in Jesus Christ is uniquely individual. Both our personal relationship with Jesus and
our communal relationship with Christ are our calling, our responsibility, and our blessing.
We are united by faith and life in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit as one body with
many parts. Jesus lives on in us and through us, and he has given us the freedom of
discernment in our relationships with one another. Each of us is encouraged to humbly
submit to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in order that we may fully live out the calling of
Jesus in our lives. 

Supporting Scripture
Matthew 7:1-5 | Matthew 25.31-46 | John 5:24 | Ephesians 6:18 | Galatians 5:1, 22 & 23 | 
 Romans 3:22-24 | Romans 8:14-17 | I Corinthians 12:12-14  | 1 Peter 2:23

INCLUSION STATEMENT (5.20.21)
FIRST COVENANT CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL
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We welcome the gifts and full participation in all areas of ministry and community life at
First Covenant Church of Saint Paul of diverse Jesus-followers among us — whether
those be differences of race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender
identity, ability, or socioeconomic status.  
We believe that by exhibiting the radical love of Jesus as a reflection of God’s love
poured out for us, our diversity will enrich our life together, not divide us. 
We believe our unity comes from our shared faith in Jesus Christ, not from absolute
agreement about the interpretation of Scripture.  
We encourage every Christ follower to submit humbly to the conviction and guidance of
the Holy Spirit in all areas of their life.
We support our pastors as they follow their faith-filled convictions and conscience as
they discern their involvement in all areas connected to the celebration of heterosexual
and same-sex weddings (premarital counseling, officiating and praying at ceremonies
and/or receptions).

RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH OTHER

We believe that our relationships with one another should reflect the beauty and
wholeness of God's perfect nature, which is love. Therefore, we strive to make our church
community a safe and nurturing place for all individuals to grow and flourish. We seek to
be a place known for radical grace where healing is possible for those who’ve been
wounded, even by the church. In our relationships, we choose to value empathy and
compassion over certainty and absolute agreement. We trust that the Holy Spirit is at work
in the hearts of every community member, and we share a commitment to grow as we
extend the love, acceptance, and compassion of God to everyone, with no exceptions. 

Supporting Scripture
John 17:20-23 | Romans 13:8 | 1 John 4:18 | 1 Corinthians 13:13 | 1 Corinthians 16:14 |
Colossians 3:14 | 1 Peter 4:8 | Philippians 2:5-10 | Hebrews 13:1-3

CONCLUSIONS
Therefore, because of the high value we place on our relationship with the Bible, our
relationship with Jesus Christ, and our relationship with one another:

Sources: Covenant Book of Worship, Scripture (see references indicated above).

INCLUSION STATEMENT CONTINUED
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Graduation Sunday

Minister to Youth and Families, Aaron Nosich, preached his first sermon as our
2020-2021 graduates were celebrated at our outdoor worship service with
reception following. We celebrated the high school graduation of Alianna Garcia-
Barros, Anayeli Manzanares, Angel Johnson, Anja Swenson, Brita Hagfors, Ian
Sandau, Katie Flanagan, Kaylee Her, Natalie Nault, Pierce Lo, Rachel Luchsinger,
Solomon Como, and Sylvia Zupfer. We also celebrated the following college or
graduate degree grads: Christine Tharseo, Fletcher Hotz, Ryan Voth, Valerie
Quarles, Abby Luchsinger, and Rod Scofield.

6
June

Choir Party

After months of gathering on Zoom, the choir gathered in person to celebrate
together. During the summer outoor rehearsals took place along with the
opportunity to lead in worship monthly.

9

Jason Lukis (International Association For Refugees) guest preacher

We were moved to hear from Jason Lukis, and learn more from one of the
Jonathan House residents, in honor of World Refugee Day.

27

SUMMER: RECOMMIT, RECONNECT, REBUILD

Worship and Family Meeting

Our summer outdoor worship services moved indoors this week as two major
announcements related to building renovation and our Inclusion Statement were
unveiled. See pages 17-19 (Inclusion Statement) and 21-22 (Renew Initiative).

13

"Soul" Movie Night

Our 7th - 12th graders gathered together with youth from Roots Covenant for a
fun evening together, and to cap off their spring youth group series.

16

Community Cook Out

During the summer monthly community cook outs were hosted on the lawn as a
chance for the First Covenant community to gather together for fun, food, and
connection.

21

Youth Ministry Walk and Talks

With the pandemic an ever-present reality, many ministry areas took advantage
of better weather to connect in person outdoors. The youth ministry explored
local parks with opportunities to walk and talk to build community and have faith-
filled conversations.

22

Prayer and Conversation at Lake Phalen

Pastor Mike and Pam Sohriakoff hosted regular walks around Lake Phalen for
times of conversational prayer using Seeds of Devotion (Roger Butts) as a guide.

24
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        Watching "Jim Crow of the North" was incredibly
eye-opening and made me think more deeply about
racial disparities in the United States. The
documentary was focused on housing discrimination
and racial covenants in Minnesota, which I didn't
have much knowledge on beforehand. It made me
reflect on how I benefit from this racist system, and
had me question what real change looks like.
--Gracia Lokensgard-Wallace

Jim Crow of the North
Movie Screening

Youth were invited to
an exclusive,
collaborative screening
of the TPT
documentary "Jim Crow
of the North" with the
East Side Freedom
Library. 

SUMMER CONTINUED

July

6

Midweek Spiritual Growth Opportunities Begin

In addition to monthly Community Cookouts, folks gathered to read Out Of Sorts
by Sarah Bessey, and study the Bible using the lectionary as a guide. One time
book clubs were hosted: The Making of Biblical Womanhood by Beth Barr (July)
and Caring for Creation by Mitch Hescox and Paul Douglas (August).

5

Summer Reading Academy Begins

Family Values for Life sponsored a Summer Reading Academy in partnership with
First Covenant Church and Farnsworth Aerospace Magnet School. Both First
Covenant and community members participated as students and teachers. This
academy provided academic support four days a week - both in-person in our
building and online.

6

Summer Splash Begins

Our youngest gathered each month for Summer Splash - a time to get up close
and personal with Bible stories about water. Whether learning about the digestive
science in whales (we mean, big fish, sorry) and Jonah, splashing around in our
water at the well as they learned about the Samaritan woman, or experiencing joy
at the local splash pad after learning about Lydia's baptism our children had fun
while experiencing Jesus's deep love for them, just as they are.

28

Discovery Class

Discovery Class opportunities were in high demand throughout the summer as
newcomers and familiar faces wanted to make their commitment to First
Covenant official ahead of the congregational vote on August 1.

30

June continued
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      It means a lot to me to be a part of the
conversations that will effect me and the other
youth. I feel like my input and opinions are valued
and that I'm helping to shape a space that will be
useful for a variety of groups and purposes. I like
being able to speak up for myself and others. 
--Nora Weiss

RENEW INITIATIVE
See, I am doing a new thing!

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.

Isaiah 43:19

above and beyond generosity of First Covenant community members. $202,364 was
pledged as of August 31, 2021!
the matching generosity of an anonymous donor
available funds in our reserves as needed, up to $80,000

asbestos abatement
new flooring, ceiling, walls, and more
new tables, folding chairs, and furniture

We believe God is doing a new thing in our midst. This includes preparing our building to
be used in new and meaningful ways as we more fully live into our identity, mission, vision,
and values. We call this the Renew Initiative. 

The Renew Initiative is funded by:

The Renew Initiative covers three building project phases:

LOWER FELLOWSHIP HALL (beginning Summer 2021)
Team Members: Aaron Nosich, Mauri Erickson, Pastor Mike, Brian Turnquist, Mira Zupfer,
Tom Cameron, Jorge Martinez, Nora Weiss, Boonlert Lo (Followers of Christ Hmong Baptist
Church). 
Youth Space Decor Team Subcommittee: Aaron Nosich, Janet Hagfors, Jen Flanagan

Background: As Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf moved to the former youth wing, our youth
ministry needed a space for gathering and growing in relationship with each other and with
Jesus. First Covenant members to provided "sweat equity" to help clear out the space. The
youth team members were energized to be a part of planning "their" new space.

Station 19: Big spaces can be challenging to design and utilize well. Station 19 has been
working with us to design a space that will meet the needs of our students, church, and
partners. Station 19 works almost exclusively with churches -- and is working with Covenant
Pines Bible Camp to design their new worship center!

The cost for this portion of the project is $120,750 and includes:

      Working on the design team meant I got to help
create an inclusive space for everyone. To me it
meant that I could voice ideas on behalf of other
youth at First Covenant. --Mira Zupfer

           I hope the LFH and youth
space become a place where
youth feel they belong, and
where they can continue to
develop in their beliefs so they
become more than they could
ever imagine as beloved
children of God. I hope this new
part of the building becomes a
place where students want to
come and bring their friends!
My hope is that the Spirit
continues to enliven all that
happens in our Lower
Fellowship Hall and beyond.
--Aaron Nosich
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RENEW INITIATIVE CONTINUED

$30,000 for asbestos abatement and removal of old steam boilers
$214,635 conversion and installation of hot water boiler

an estimated 25% annual savings to our utilities
this investment will begin paying for itself by 2030 when considering the efficiency and
rising maintenance costs
more "even" heat during the day and throughout building in cold months
less strain on our equipment

BOILER (beginning Fall 2021)
Team Members: Jake Verdoorn, Mark Hagfors, Pastor Mike, and at least two team
members still to be named

Background: First Covenant Church's current boiler was installed in 1951. After 70 years of
faithful service, it is time for the boiler to be retired. Between rising fuel costs and poor fuel
efficiency, we spent over $15,000 each year to heat our building, and with rising annual
maintenance costs projected at $23,000 for the 2021-2022 heating season, it was clearly
time to replace this important part of our building's infrastructure.

The cost of this portion of the project includes:

By upgrading our system we anticipate:

CONTINUED BOILER AND LOWER LEVEL WORK (beginning Summer 2022)
In working with our engineer it was determined that our infrastructure could be converted
to a hot water system. The conversion to hot water gives us a pathway to a system that
could also be used to cool the building during the summer months. We will continue to
work with Station 19 to reimagine the rest of our space in the Lower Level, including the
classrooms and restrooms.
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        My first year at First Covenant Church has been
a journey I have enjoyed walking with our youth and
families. I have seen God enliven youth's hearts as
they live into their identities as beloved children of
God. I have seen students take on leadership roles in
different committees across the church. I have
continually seen Jesus be a faithful friend to all of us
on our journey here at First Covenant Church. God is
good and alive in us! --Aaron Nosich

August
Creative Arts and Theater Summer Camp

We partnered with Family Values for Life for our midweek day camp for First
Covenant and community kids to experience the love of Jesus and tap into their
creativity. Local community group Z Puppets provided workshops on puppetry
just for kids! Kevin Whitby led bucket drumming, along with a team of volunteers
leading small groups and providing care. 90 people came to a showcase camp
celebration on the final day of camp.

9
-12

Family Values for Life
Backpack Event

FVFL's annual backpack
event resourcing local
families with needed
school supplies was held
on our parking lot. FCC
staffed the registration
table as families drove
through the parking lot to
receive school supplies,
groceries, and connection
to community resources
ahead of the new school
year.
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All Church Retreat at Covenant Pines

The All Church Retreat returned after a two-year hiatus! 57 children, youth, and
adults gathered to Renew and refresh at our Covenant camp in McGregor, MN, as
you've read about in Pastor Anne's opening letter (page 1).
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