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About This Annual Report
"Expect the unexpected."
"Never a dull moment!"

"Life at First Covenant is never boring..."
 

This isn't your usual Annual Report. Then again, First Covenant Church of Saint Paul (FCC) isn't your average
church. That seems to be a common refrain as people get to know who we are and how we do ministry on the
East Side of Saint Paul. We have heard it time and again: the intentional way we use our building, value our
partnerships, and "do" ministry is different, unique, and wholly First Covenant-flavored.
 
In what has proved to be a pivotal year in our life together, this Annual Report is an attempt to tell that story in
a different way. Rather than packing this full of facts and figures, the Annual Report for 2018-2019 is taking an
overview of the key moments that shaped our community, season-by-season, with quotes from friends along
the way. 
 
These spotlights do not cover everything. They take place alongside of, and are strengthened by, the daily life
and ministry at FCC that includes: 
 

16 lay-visitation teams that visit our homebound and sick members, coordinated by Betty Eddy
LifeGroups and Small Groups who connect over faith, life, and in some cases a shared love of the outdoors
on a regular basis
over 80 adults who serve as prayer partners for our 7th-12th graders, praying for them regularly
key volunteers serving as tutors and readers with our After School Program
rotating Worship Teams, Sanctuary Choir, Handbell Choir, and music ensembles who provide rich vibrancy
to our Worship services each week
and so much more

 
2018-2019 was a year shaped by the unexpected. Unexpected complications with Richard Voth's knee
replacement meant that we had an Advent and Christmas season (and the start of a Children's Musical) without
our Minister of Worship and Creative Arts. Pastor Anne enjoyed her six week sabbatical during the winter but
soon after returning, our community entered into an intense season of grief and loss. We journeyed with a
family who've become connected to our church family through their many years involved in our musicals and
after school program. When their 13 year old son died, we were the hands and feet of Jesus--providing a place
to grieve, remember and celebrate the hope of the resurrection. And when beloved and longtime members of
our church also left us and joined the Church Triumphant, we continued to grieve, remember and celebrate
the promise of eternity as a community.
 
We also found ourselves in the midst of difficult conversations surrounding human sexuality as we learned
about our denominational leadership's recommendation to remove First Covenant Church of Minneapolis from
membership at the annual meeting in Omaha, NE. Our Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) team and Leadership
Team sought to inform our congregation, to give us means for expressing our concerns to denominational
leadership and to allow our delegates to hear from our members as they prepared to represent our church at
what was an historic and difficult annual meeting. 
 
Amidst these challenging days, we were encouraged by the good news from the search committee of a gifted
and godly pastor who was presented to the congregation as the candidate for pastor of community life on 
July 21. Pastor Mike Hotz began serving in this role on August 20. We look forward to how next year's annual
report will reflect the impact of his ministry among us.
 
It is our sincere hope and prayer that this Annual Report gives you a snapshot of a year in our life together as
we conclude another year in the faithful service of following Jesus Christ. In big and small ways, in the
mundane and surprising, we are grateful to be on this journey together. 
 
Pastor Anne Vining                 Kate Makosky
Senior Pastor                           Minister of Communication



The Identity and Mission of 
First Covenant Church of Saint Paul

First Covenant's Key Partners

Many voices, celebrating our new life in Christ,
intentionally living out our mission through 

increasingly intergenerational and intercultural values:
 

authentic discipleship
commitment to children, youth, and families

community transformation
genuine reconciling relationships

missional outlook
vibrant worship

Contender for the Faith Church
Family Values for Life
Jonathan House
La Viña Iglesia and Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf
Roots Covenant Church
Saint Paul Public Schools:

     Farnsworth Aerospace Magnet Schools
         -Lower Campus (PreK - 4)
         -Upper Campus (5 - 8)
    Johnson Senior High School (9 - 12)

Other Partners in Sharing Our Space
Alcoholics Anonymous
Bright Promise Women's Alcoholics Anonymous
Community Bible Study
Followers of Christ Hmong Baptist Church
Minnesota Sinfonia
The Haitian Christian Fellowship
Urban Roots



S E P T E M B E R

0 9 Welcome Sunday Worship 
and Block Party
First Covenant's first ever block party
held at Farnsworth Aerospace's Lower
Campus across the street. Along with our
building partners, friends and
community members gathered for food,
games, and music as we connected and
celebrated the beginning of the program
year. (see photos, right)

FALL: WAKE UP!

1 9 Wednesday Night Programs Start
Programs for children, youth, and adults
kicked off, including the "Inspired Bible
Study" covering Rachel Held Evans's
Inspired. Over 20 adults gathered from
week to week last fall to rediscover and
re-engage with God's Word together.

O C T O B E R
0 5 80+ Birthday Party

Our annual celebration of the senior members
of our community. (see bottom left photo)
Confirmation Pumpkin Palooza
Confirmands joined at Pastor Anne and Gordy's
home for a smashing good time!

0 7 Team World Vision - Twin Cities Marathon
FCC's TWV funds raised by marathon and 6K
runners past or present go directly to
sustainable water development in Gemena!
$6,090 was raised by 2018's Marathon runners.
(see bottom right photo)

2 6 In It Together Dinner, Matthew 25 Prayer
Walk and Minnesota Sinfonia Concert
In It Together partners (FCC, Family Values for
Life, Contender for the Faith Church) lived out
dimensions of Matthew 25, and then joined
together for a prayer walk and a meal together,
followed by a concert sponsored by the
Minnesota Sinfonia.

3 1 Trick or Treating 
FCC and Family Values for Life gathered
together for dinner and a night of fun trick or
treating throughout the neighborhood. (see top
left photo)

0 5 Refuel Volunteer Training
Volunteers with children and youth
gathered to kick off the year with training
from Traverse Counseling covering
issues of anxiety.

Partnership with FCC has been a
great blessing. In this short
period of time we have felt
welcome - which helps us as we
continue sharing the love, hope,
and compassion that Jesus has
for the city of Saint Paul. Thank
you so much, FCC!
-Pastor Ulises Bello
La Viña Iglesia and 
Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf



N O V E M B E R

1 7 Edge to Center with Austin Channing
Brown
With a coalition of Twin Cities Covenant
Churches, FCC members gathered for
teaching and discussion around the
intersection of faith and race led by Brown.
(see photo, below) S P O T L I G H T  O N . . .

M I S S I O N A R Y  P A R T N E R S
Karl and Sue Peterson returned to Mexico City with their
son Jonathan in the Fall of 2018 after two years on home
assignment with a renewed vision to serve through
congregational vitality, spiritual direction, and more.
Their son, Zachary, returned to North Park University. 

1 6 Men's Reatreat at Covenant Pines
(see photo, below)

0 2 Broadway Dinner Night VI
Our annual dinner and Broadway-revue
fundraiser for FCC's musicals with partner
schools raised $3,787 and rallied our
community for a great cause. 
(see photos, right)

0 8 Do Justice Conference 
FCC Ministry Team and LMDJ Team
members gathered with other faith
leaders from the Twin Cities to hear from
Bryan Stevenson, author of Just Mercy
and founder of the Equal Justice Initiative
on the impact of the USA's  justice
system, and it's far-reaching impact.

1 1 Dr. Jay Phelan: Hope Over Fear
Dr. Phelan led teaching and conversation
around fear's role in welcoming LGTBQ+
members into our faith communities.
Union Gospel Mission Bags Collected
FCC collected Thanksgiving Bags for
UGM to distribute to those in need. 62
bags and 18 $10 gift cards (for purchasing
turkeys) were donated.

The Como Family continued serving in Honduras at the
Hospital Loma De Luz. They shared in the Spiritual
Growth Hour in September, and enjoyed time at home
over the Summer of 2019.

The Bryant Family completed their formal language
school in Paraguay. In Summer 2019, they relocated to
Yaguarete Cora, Paraguay, for a year long
contextualized church planting mentorship.

Gary and Pauline Carlson continue to serve in Japan.

Ron and Janet Ziegelbaur joined us in November 2018
to share about their work at the Rain Forest School in
Cameroon.



ADVENT: AN UNLIKELY LOVE STORY

D E C E M B E R
1 6 Children's Christmas Program: 

The Best Present of All
Children 3 years - 6th grade helped us
discover that Jesus is the best
Christmas present of all through lively
songs, handbells, and telling the
Nativity Story in worship. 
(see photo, top left)
Christmas Caroling and Chili 
Adults had the opportunity to learn
about the history of carols during the
Spiritual Growth Hour. Then, over 50
children, youth, and adults gathered to
carol throughout our neighborhood and
enjoy chili back at Pastor Anne and
Gordy's home. (see photo, top right)

2 4 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Our traditional candlelight service, with
meaningful Worship led by a breadth of
people and styles, reminded those
gathered of the hope of Jesus's birth in
the midst of this unlikely love story. 
Our Christmas Eve offering went to
completing our fifth and final yearly
commitment of $3,000 for the Bobangala
Clinic through the Paul Carlson
Partnership's Congo Clinic Initaitve.
(see photo, bottom left)

2 7 Young Adult Christmas Gathering
Young adults (college-aged, or
thereabouts) gathered at Jake and
Charissa Verdoorn's home to reconnect
and enjoy fun and games together.
(see photo, bottom right)

Giving Christmas Away (GCA) is a unique partnership
between First Covenant, Family Values for Life, and
Farnsworth Aerospace School. For many years, GCA has
ensured that families in our community who find
themselves in difficult places are able to provide
Christmas gifts to the children in their family with dignity
and privacy. This year families were also able to receive
coats and warm winter wear. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of First Covenant and our
partners, gifts were puchased, wrapped and distributed to
85 people in time for Christmas. Your generosity is making
a huge difference in the lives of families in critical places.
 
            The partnership between Farnsworth Aerospace 
             PreK-4 and First Covenant Church is unique,               
             powerful, and beneficial. "Giving Christmas Away”
             is one event that supports our families in many 
             ways. Our students and families are provided a 
             level of support and opportunity during a time of 
             need.  Our family’s needs are always put first      
             and dealt with utmost sensitivity. 
             The gifts are so appreciated.
             -John Bjoraker
               Principal, Farnsworth Aerospace Lower Campus

S P O T L I G H T  O N . . .
G I V I N G  C H R I S T M A S  A W A Y



S P O T L I G H T  O N . . .  
T H E  L I T T L E  M E R M A I D
For 12 years, FCC has been partnering with
Farnsworth Aerospace Magnet Schools and Johnson
Senior High School to bring the magic of theater to
kids in our community. This year our children's
musical found us under the sea with The Little
Mermaid, Jr, performed March 2 and 3 at First
Covenant. (see photos, top section)
 
Our cast had 37 1st - 6th graders from 19 different
schools who were supported by 124 youth and adult
volunteers covering everything from serving lunches,
registration, providing rides, ushering, greeting, and
more! It truly takes a village to bring the production
to life.
 
      "We hear about the good works and success in          
       your initiatives with youth programming... 
       Congratulations for your accomplishments and 
       your impact."
-Scandia Foundation, ongoing financial 
supporter of our musical ministries

WINTER: KNOWN
J A N U A R Y

F E B R U A R Y

0 5 Recharge Volunteer Training
16 Children and Youth Ministry volunteers from
FCC and FVFL attended a day-long training event,
and left equipped and encouraged! 
(see photo, bottom section, top left)

0 7 Pastor Anne goes on Sabbatical for six weeks.
FCC heard from guest preachers Pastor Paul
Robinson, Rev. Kara Stromberg and Rev. Kris
Causton along with Ministry Team members in
her absence.

2 0 Martin Luther King Jr., Partner Worship Service
and Potluck

1 0 Covenant World Relief offering received
FCC's annual offering to support the Covenant's
humanitarian aid ministry was $1,792.

1 7 Confirmation Retreat
7th and 8th grade Confirmands and adult
leaders gathered for a 24 hour overnight
experience growing in faith and fun together.
(see photo, bottom section, center)

1 3 First Covenant's revamped website goes live!

0 6 Connect: Small Group Ministries Launch
Small Group Ministries provides places for more
people to know more people. This Winter, Life
Groups and Small Groups relaunched with new
opportunities to gather together.

2 6 Junior Highers Dart Escape Event
(see photo, bottom section, top right)



LENT: FEARless
M A R C H

A P R I L

8 The Crossing Concert
Thanks to Pastor Tom Cameron's connections back to
J.P.U.S.A. in Chicago, FCC hosted The Crossing for an
evening of Celtic folk rock music. (see photo, center)

1 6 First Covenant Leadership Retreat
Members of FCC's Ministry Team, Leadership Team, and
Volunteer Teams gathered for a day of discerning
priorities with leadership coach Annie Perdue-Olson. A
key priority for the year-to-come emerged: 
Unity Amidst Diversity.

2 2 AC Retreat
19 friends of FCC gathered at Adventurous Christians, our
Covenant-owned camp in the Northwoods of Minnesota,
for our annual get-away to ski, hike, sauna, and enjoy the
beauty of God's creation together. (see photo, bottom)

8 +
2 9

Women's Ministries Retreats
Two local opportunities for women to gather together for
worship, learning, and renewal were attended by FCC
women.

9 Red Cross Blood Drive
FCC hosted a community-wide blood drive, originally
envisioned by Keith Turnquist, then led by Brad Griffith. 
24 people attempted to give blood, 20 were able to
dontate a pint each. 

S P O T L I G H T  O N . . .  
S U P P O R T  M I N I S T R I E S
Two new support groups (Women's Alcoholics
Anonymous and Men's S.A. Support Group) began
meeting at FCC this spring. FCC provides space for four
different groups hosted by community members and
are available to those in our community who need 
support, community, and care. 
 
FCC's support ministries:

Alcoholics Anonymous (weekly, Tuesdays)
Women's Alcoholics Anonymous (weekly, Saturdays)
Men's S. A. Support Group (weekly)
Cancer Support Group (monthly, Saturdays)

6 Ash Wednesday
Our FEARless series began on Ash Wednesday with a
reflective, intergenerational Worship service. During the
service people were asked to name their fears. These
responses created a "wordle" (see photo, top) and was
added to throughout Lent.



HOLY WEEK

1 4 Palm Sunday
Holy Week kicked off with a kazoo parade throughout the
building and into the Sanctuary. With waving palm branches,
FCC prepared for their journey to the cross. Holy Week's
guest musician Manasseh Shalom also joined us.
(see photos, top center, top left)

1 7 Stations of the Cross
Throughout Lower Fellowship Hall, all were invited to an
interactive and reflective experience depicting Jesus's final
days through artwork and written reflections. Original
artwork from FCC's own Janet Cameron and Kirk Peterson
were featured. (see photo, top center)

1 8 Maundy Thursday
Adults gathered for a mid-day opportunity to remember,
reflect, and share the Lord's Supper together. 
(see photo, top right)

1 9 Good Friday Concert
FCC's three-year Ethnic Mass Concert Series came to a close
with the Missa Luba, an African Mass based on traditional
Congolese melodies and rhythms. The Handbell Choir,
Chamber Ensemble, and guest soloist Manasseh Shalom
were also featured. 
(see photo, center right)

2 1 Easter Sunday
He is risen indeed! Jesus's resurrection was celebrated
through meaningful Worship. (see photo, bottom right)
 
I was touched by your patience and kindness during this trip. 
Thank you for giving me an opportunity to sing with the choir
and to learn from you. -Manasseh Shalom
Graduate of Daystar University (Kenya) and Guest Soloist

A P R I L



YOUTH

MAGAZINE

SPRING: A RESURRECTION-SHAPED LIFE

A P R I L

M A Y

2 9 Ministry Team Retreat
Members of FCC's Ministry Team
gathered offsite at Gregg and Jayne
Larson's lake home for 48 hours of
praying and planning for the year to
come. Thank you, Larsons, for the gift
of this focused time away!

2 8 Resurrection-Shaped Generosity
FCC's Generous Giving and Living
Team introduced this year's Whole
Life Generosity challenge ahead of
the 2019-2020 budget planning
process. Community members were
able to indicate their financial
commitments as well as their interest
in serving with their time. 
81 forms were received! 
Of those forms...

23 were received using our new
online form
31 indicated an increase in giving
2 were first time givers

4 Team World Vision 6K for Water
141 participants from FCC joined with 95 other Covenant
churches and teams to run or walk 6 kilometers (the
average distance someone in the developing world walks
to access water daily). FCC's team raised $4,446, bringing
clean water to 88 people. Thanks to the work of FCC and
other TWV partners, 57,234 people now have access to
clean water in Gemena. (see photo, top)

5 Confirmation Trek
Eleven first and second year confirmation students
presented their projects on the Old Testament, challenging
FCC to consider how God's timeless Word helps us to live
FEARlessly in our world today.

1 1 Shoveling for Jesus
24 people (kids through adults) helped replenish the wood
chips on the church playground, ensuring it is safe and
welcoming for our neighbors.

1 9Confirmation Sunday
Congratulations to Anders Hagfors, Benji Zupfer, Cody
Christensen, Elijah Knox, Emilia Holm, Jen Flanagan, and
Liam Swenson as they confirmed their faith! 
(see photo, bottom)

6 Welcoming the Stranger
FCC members attended Arrive Ministries event exploring
compassionate, just, and sensible immigration reform. FCC
continues to partner with Awaken Covenant Church and the
International Association for Refugees (IAFR) through
Jonathan House Ministries, making our former parsonage a
home for refugees seeking asylum. (see photo, right)

...The FCC family recognized fate as destiny and the
stranger as a gift in offering your parish to asylum seekers
at Jonathan House, providing rescue and shelter to the
sojourner. You have sought and continue to recognize the
diversity of gifts in your community as you look to Jesus in
responding to a divisive “issue” that has been primarily
defined by cultural narratives and cultural strategies for
leveraging power/control. I just want you to know that I
see this. God sees it, too. He is so pleased with you.
-SJ Holsteen, MSP Ministry Leader for IAFR



SUMMER: THE MORAL OF THE STORY
J U N E

J U L Y

A U G U S T

10Hero Training Camp
PreK - 6th graders
discovered the hero within
and learned about how
Jesus helps them power up!

19Grill and Chill
Youth gathered to
reconnect for the summer at
Lake Phalen.

24Toddler Mondays
Toddler Mondays introduces
FCC's youngest members to
the Bible in appropriate
ways.

28Swim Up Movie Night
Children and families gathered
poolside for a movie.

8 Boundary Waters Trip
9th - 12th graders explored
the Boundary Waters for a
week with A.C.

18Women's Triennial
FCC women join hundreds
of Covenant women for
Triennial in our own metro!

24Messy Game Night
Youth enjoyed this annual
event celebrating the joy of
mess and games

26Creation Dramatics
"Jasper" (Kevin Whitby)
introduced families to the
wonder of creation.

1 M.U.U.U.C.E.

7th and 8th graders had the
Most Unbelievable Ultimate
Urban Camping Experience.

3 TWV Half Marathon
Donovan DeGaetano and Kate
Makosky completed 13.1 miles
with 146 other TWV
participants. FCC's team raised
$1,285 for clean water.

New Signage Installed20
New signage was installed
behind the Welcome Center,
reflecting welcome from all of
First Covenant's key partners.

I N V E S T I N G  I N  O U R  R E S O U R C E S
Improvements are constantly
happening at FCC thanks to hard
work of volunteers, especially
members of the Buildings and
Grounds, Decor, and Technology
teams. In case you missed it, here
are some of the great investments
that happened in 2018-2019!

Upper Fellowship Hall's kitchen
renovation was completed.
The parking lot was repaved and
new plants and grass were planted
in the islands. Teams worked to
maintain and water these plants.
Storage spaces were emptied
during the dumpster day and the
"Stinky Room" was organized. 

MyCloud, a quicker server, replaced FCC's old,
slow server.
The Conference Room had a face lift: window
treatments, decor, paint, refinished table, and
new chairs
Bulletin boards were updated and rematted.
Musical posters were framed and hung on the
way to Lower Fellowship Hall.
The Welcome Center has new signage that
provides welcome to all our building partners.

20
Pastor Mike Hotz, Pastor of
Community Life, joined the FCC
Ministry Team.

Welcome Pastor Mike!



SUMMER: PREPARING FOR "GATHER": 
THE ECC'S ANNUAL MEETING

Human Sexuality has been at the forefront of nearly every major denomination's
annual gathering this year. The Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC) is no different. For
months leading up to "Gather," our leadership engaged in discussion around this topic
broadly, and how it related to First Covenant Church of Minneapolis (FCCM), and
Pastors Rev. Dan Collison, and Rev. Steve Armfield. 
 
Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) team members prayerfully wrestled with how best to
offer information and guidance to our congregation and our delegates as we
prepared for the upcoming annual meeting. To do this, the LMDJ team met with the
Leadership Team at their May 16 meeting to discuss how the LMDJ team’s work
might best serve the church. They presented two draft letters: one to be sent to the
ECC’s Board of Ordered Ministry and one to be sent to the Executive Board of the
ECC. From this joint meeting, our leaders reaffirmed the importance of our church
family gathering together to live what we say we value: the biblical call to unity in
Jesus Christ, even amidst our differences. 
 
On May 31, an open letter was sent to Covenanters from John Wenrich, president of
the ECC, informing us of the recommendation to remove FCCM from the roster of
Covenant churches, along with removing the credentials of Pastors Collison and
Armfield.

A Congregational Forum was held on June 2 to provide historical context related to the current ethical guidelines for
Covenant pastors (2015 edition), create space for our delegates to hear from our congregation as they prepare to
represent this church, and to offer space for our church community to pray together for God’s wisdom, discernment, and
strength to live into our identified values and foundational Covenant affirmations. Conversation was robust and passionate.
The decisions were made to make the letters drafted by LMDJ with minor revisions available for FCC's community
members to sign in the weeks prior to the annual meeting. Finalized signatures and letters were sent to the Board of
Ordered Ministry and the Executive Board.
 
June 27 - 30, Gather was held in Omaha, NE. Twelve churches were received into membership and over 50 pastors were
ordained. Pastor Paul Robinson, who FCC has worked with extensively, was elected to serve as the Executive Minister of
Love Mercy Do Justice. The T. W. Anderson award, recognizing outstanding laypeople, was presented posthumously to
FCC's own Keith Turnquist. Marcy his wife, and Vicky his daughter, accepted the award and beautifully honored his life of
service. 
 
After lengthy debate among delegates, FCCM was involuntarily dismissed from the roster of Covenant churches by a
delegate vote of 75%. Delegates also voted to remove the credentials of Rev. Steve Armfield and Rev. Dan Collison. The
reflections of some of our delegates (below) tell the story of the difficult and confusing place we find ourselves in today
within our denomination as shifts become more apparent about what it means to be a Covenanter. 

FCC's Gather 2019 Attendees
Gordy Swanson and delegates:

Monica Holm, Pastor Anne Vining,
Kate Peck, Joel Peck

(not pictured: Sandy Norris)

This was a difficult experience, and one that I am still
trying to come to terms with . . . Regardless of where
people landed in their voting, the depth of pain
surrounding these decisions and the complexity
around the issues raised cannot be understated . . . I
heard deep pain in the words of several delegates
from Latino, Black, and Asian churches who saw this
as a white progressive issue that is taking away from
efforts toward racial justice. I admit that I don’t
understand this viewpoint, but I recognize that I can’t
simply talk over or disregard this perspective either.
During one of the discussions someone made the
comment that God's best work comes in difficult
times. I desperately hope this is true.
-Monica Holm

We are a denomination that has room for great disagreement,
and I left the weekend feeling both respectful of and confused
by this . . . It didn't fit with what I have grown to understand and
love about the Covenant church. I was looking for Covenant
reverence and signs from Jesus, and I'm not sure I saw it during
the executive sessions and final votes . . . But in my personal
interactions with others I witnessed the following: reverence,
Jesus, pragmatism, thoughtfulness, worship, prayer,
heartbreak, and chaos. I saw many examples of what drew me
into membership at FCC: gentleness, grace, thoughtfulness,
and love. But in other ways I saw what nearly drew me away
from all churches, and faith. In sharing some of my own story
with former Covenant Pastor Judy Peterson, she reminded me 
 that the event we were witnessing was a church crisis, not a
faith crisis. Those words continue to give me hope today.
-Kate Peck

Where do we go from here? 
In the year ahead, our Ministry and Leadership Teams are committed to finding a way to rise beyond the "us vs. them"
mentality that has infiltrated our culture and the Church so we can more fully love God and one another in the midst 
of our differences. 


