ANNUAL REPORT
September 2017 - August 2018

FALL 2017

SUMMER 2018

WINTER 2018

SPRING 2018

SUMMER 2018

First Covenant Church of Saint Paul

Most know me as Pastor Anne, mother of Charissa and Curtis, married to Gordy, the funeral
director. But did you know I’m also married to a historian? That’s right. Gordy’s undergrad
degree is in history from the Uof N(ebraska). Its not the degree so much that merits the title
“historian”—its evident in more subtle ways: the details of life he finds interesting, the things
he saves and from the titles of literature he’s drawn to read. Most recently, while joining me
on my study days away from the office, I was reminded again that I’m married to a historian
when I discovered Gordy brought with us all the issues of The Covenant Companion from
1998 to re-read—(yes, in addition to books to read for enjoyment!).
From time to time Gordy would update me on noteworthy events from the past. He peaked
my interest enough that I actually perused the July 1998 issue myself, in which then
President Paul Larson offered his final report on the state of the Evangelical Covenant
Church as he concluded his 12 years as our denomination’s leader. Some highlights you
might also find interesting:
The denomination was experiencing significant growth in terms of church attendance.
Little did we know then the challenges the church would face 20 years later, as larger
numbers of Christians find church involvement optional.
The Covenant was developing an internet presence with newly created websites for our
denominational offices, our college and seminary and even churches were getting on
board with their own websites!
Dr. Larson singled out Gary Walter as an up and coming leader within our denomination.
Gary would go on to become president in 2008 and will have officially retired at the end of
August of this year with John Wenrich as our new president.
Rich Stearns, president and CEO of Lenox, Inc. was taking on the role as head of the US
operations of World Vision. Stearns will also retire at the end of this calendar year after
20 years as leader.
Photos of incoming and outgoing leaders were interspersed throughout the magazine,
many of whom Gordy and I knew personally, some who’ve joined the Church Triumphant
in this past year.
This quick trip back to 1998 by way of the Companion reminded me of the great value in
taking time to look back, to see where we’ve been and then take those insights and lessons
learned and apply them to the present day looking forward. That’s the purpose of this
Annual Report for 2017-18.
Throughout this past year our ministry team has sought to weekly gather what we call
“annual meeting factoids”. Not all of these factoids made it to print, but the summaries,
stories and statistics gathered here are intended to capture (in word and photos) what it
means for our church to follow Jesus. Seriously. This was the 2017 fall worship theme but in
truth, “What does it mean to follow Jesus?” was the guiding question throughout our
planning for the entire year, and continues to guide us in the year ahead because we take
the pursuit of following Jesus very seriously here at First Covenant.
It's my hope and prayer that you find answers to the question again and again as you read
the pages that follow.
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Blessings in your reading,
Pastor Anne

The Identity and Mission of
First Covenant Church of Saint Paul
Many voices, celebrating our new life in Christ,
intentionally living out our mission through
increasingly intergenerational and intercultural
values:
Authentic Discipleship
Commitment to Children, Youth and Families
Community Transformation
Genuine Reconciling Relationships
Missional Outlook
Vibrant Worship
Most everything we do is a combination of our values at work.
Be sure to look at the values color code throughout to see how our
values interface with one another here at First Covenant Church!

Checking In On...
Keep an eye out for these badges!
Last year we looked ahead to
various ministry opportunities. This
year, we report back on how it went.

Partner Highlight
Keep an eye out for
these boxes to
discover more about
our various partners in
ministry and mission.

Looking Ahead...
These boxes let you
know what is being
planned for the 20182019 program year.
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AUTHENTIC
DISCIPLESHIP

Checking In On...
Seriously
(Fall 2017's theme)

Congregational Life

We were challenged to consider what might be required of us, as
Christ followers, to follow Jesus with our whole lives. From our care
for the environment, to how we engage with culture, to social justice,
to our own insidious habits that pull us away from whole heartedly
following Jesus - we were challenged to live transformed lives in
worship.
Our Spiritual Growth Hours during the Fall included sessions focused
on the weekly sermon topic led by Joe Mann, Paige Mann, Janet
Peterson, Jim Hinrichs and Marilyn Theesfeld as well as:

Dr. Joel Light
Creation Care

Pastor Paul Robinson
Developing our
Cultural Competency

Adult Spiritual Growth
In addition to First Covenant's own Rev. Kara Stromberg, Rev. Karl and Sue
Peterson, Erik Carlson, and Jorge Martinez, we were also challenged and
inspired by these guest preachers and speakers:

Rev. Michelle
Sanchez
Winter 2018

Osheta
Moore
Winter 2018

Dr. Chris
Gehrz
Spring 2018

Rev. Doug
Daisy Rain
Bixby
Martin
Summer 2018 Summer 2018

Visitation Teams
16 lay-visitation teams making
approximately 220 visits, coordinated
by Betty Eddy.
12 monthly services at both
Phalen Shores & The Homestead led
by Pastor Ted, our visitation pastor.
249 individual visits made by Pastor
Ted, along with many other visits by
Pastor Anne, Roger Quant, and Roger
Mollet helped out when our team was
unavailable.

Looking Ahead...
We are giving focused time and
attention to building community
within our life together. How we
do community happens in large
groups and small groups. How do
our small groups reflect our
intercultural and intergenerational
values? Discover with us this fall!
Our Wednesday Night Bible
Study will use Rachel Held Evans
Inspired as a jumping off point to
gather together to re-engage with
the story of God.
Edge To Center Conversations
First Covenant is partnering with a
coalition of Twin Cities Covenant
Churches to host a series of
conversations that give center
stage to voices on the edge of
mainstream faith. Together we will
learn and listen to teachers with
messages that need to be moved
to the center of our lives. Fall
2018 will feature speakers Jamie
Wright and Austin Channing
Brown.

Connecting God's people to God's Word, in prayer, with one another, and the
3 world, so that, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we further the kinship of God.

Baptism
As a part of the Evangelical Covenant Church
denomination, we practice the sacrament of
holy baptism for both infants and believers.
Summer 2018 was bookended by baptism - a
triple infant baptism on Memorial Day Weekend
and a double believer baptism in the waters of
Lake Phalen at the end of August.

AUTHENTIC
DISCIPLESHIP
Generous Giving and Living
This ministry team is headed by Kathy Johnson and
exists to come alongside folks at First Covenant to equip
and inspire them to continue growing lives of generosity.
This year, this team:
Coordinated with Worship Design and Adult
Spiritual Growth to sponsor Spring 2018's
"Overflow" worship series.
Coordinated with the Finance Team to implement
a missional budget - and implemented a plan to
have the congregation indicate their commitment
for the 2018-2019 year.
Looking Ahead...we continue to grow in how we
communicate about ways to give generously, and inspire
children, youth, and adults to generate the habit of
generosity in their own lives!

Kinship With God and One Another
Anna Mann, Micah Makosky, and Annika Carlson
were baptized on May 27, 2018.

Anthony Cook and
Benjamin Stromberg
were baptized on
August 26, 2018.
Pictured: sharing at the
Phalen Park Pavilion
(left) and the church
community gathering to
pray after the baptism
(below).

Saturday Monthly
Men's Prayer
Breakfast
led by Men's
Ministries Team

Women's
Ministry
Retreats

Men's
Ministry
Retreats

Wednesday Morning
Bible Study
led by Dick & Barb
Johnson
and Don Pelto,
hosted by Ken & Marge
Peterson

Wednesday
Night Bible Study
led by Pastor Anne

Summer Book Studies
led by Love Mercy Do Justice Team,
Adult Spiritual Growth Team,
Gender and Sexuality Team.

LifeGroups
Meet regularly
at church or in
people's homes

Summer Book Clubs
Three book clubs challenged and inspired our
community.

Rethinking
Incarceration
by Dominique D.
Gilliard
Sponsored by the
Love Mercy Do
Justice Team

The Pietist Option
by Christopher Gehrz
and Mark Pattie III
Sponsored by the
Adult Spiritual
Growth Team

Torn
by Justin Lee
Sponsored by the
Gender and Sexuality
Resource Team
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COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN,
YOUTH & FAMILIES
Big G's Neighborhood (birth - 6th grade)
Changes in the Nursery
Lora Murtha joined the team in
February 2018, as part-time
Nursery Coordinator (7 hours a
week). Lora ensures our nurseries
are safe, clean, and a place for our
little ones and their parents or
caregivers to experience the love of
Christ.

Toddler Mondays
Lora and Kristin Carlson introduced
Toddler Mondays this summer, a
time for parents/caregivers of little
ones, birth - 3 years old to explore
the Bible through crafts, songs, and
activities - while building community
with other families with toddlers. It
was encouraging to see what the
kids remembered from week to
week!

Hero Training Camp

Partner Highlight: TreeHouse

FCC hosted its 10th Hero
Training Camp, at Phalen Rec
Center from Monday, June
11th - Thursday, June 14th.

Donovan DeGaetano, Chrissy Thomas, and
Addin Vang are now Area Directors for the
TreeHouse programming that meets at First
Covenant as a part of The After School
Program and Youth Group. This team has
been implementing key learning and training
from their TreeHouse Coach, Nick Frenzen,
in their programming and training their
volunteers.

We had 51 campers (preK 6th grade) during the camp
and 44 adult and youth
volunteers from First Covenant
Church of Saint Paul, Family
Values for Life, and
Overcomers Victory Church.
This years theme was “Live
Life Fully Alive!" Our campers
were able to go on a field trip
during camp to meet a local
hero, the owner of Kendall’s
Ace Hardware on Payne Ave.,
and meet former USA World
Cup member Tony Sanneh.

One key tool has been "My Tree Sources."
This online tool provides the team with
curriculum and resources. In particular, the
Youth and Family Ministry has used this tool
to shape the scope of their Youth Group
programming in the 2017-2018 year.
TreeHouse has connected First Covenant
with other teams in the Twin Cities who are
serving and caring for at risk young people.

Looking Ahead...Toddler Mondays
will return in Summer 2019!

Trick-or-Treating

Checking In On:
Children and Family
Ministry Steering Team

Families gathered at First Covenant
for our 5th Annual Trick-or-Treating
Night. We had approximately 15
people meet at the church, trick-ortreat in the surrounding
neighborhood, and ended at Pastor
Anne and Gordy’s home. It was an
fun time walking, talking, and enjoying
being with others in our community.

This team began meeting
monthly in May 2018.
Team members include
Joan Brand, Marilyn
Theesfeld, Sandy and
Kevin Whitby. The team
is focusing on volunteer
recruitment and training,
programming details, and
communication with
parents, caregivers and
volunteers.

Looking Ahead...In 2018, we will
be extending the invitation to trickor-treat with the families who attend
the Jump Start to the New You
program, hosted by Family Values
for Life.
Photo highlights from Trick-or-Treating (top) and
Hero Training Camp (bottom)
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Inspiring children, youth and families to
belong, believe and become lifelong followers of Christ.

Youth and Family
Ministry
(7th - 12th grade)

COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN,
YOUTH & FAMILIES

Ministry Team Changes
Youth and Family Ministry started
2017-2018 with two part-time
Ministry Team Members.

Checking In On:
CHIC

Addin Vang served 30 hours with
youth and 10 hours with worship.
Kate Makosky served 10 hours with
youth, and 22 hours with
communication. A total of 40 hours
were being invested by paid
ministry team members (in addition
Confirmation
to countless hours by volunteers
and Youth Mentors), when in the
past, 52 hours have been the norm.
Looking Ahead...Addin will be
solely focusing on Youth and
Family Ministry in his new role as
Associate Minister of Youth and
Families. Kate returned from
maternity leave this July to serve 20
hours each week as Minister of
Communication. She will continue
to oversee the Confirmation
Journey for 7th and 8th graders.

Checking In On:
College Readiness
Team
With limited paid ministry team
hours, this area did not receive
the attention it needed in 20172018. With Addin's new role, we
look forward to a renewed focus
and energy for this team!
Covenant Pines & Adventurous
Christians Ministries
Covenant Pines continues to be a
significant place for spiritual decisions
to be made for our children and youth.
32 campers attended CPBC in the
Summer of 2018. Our Every Kid To
Camp fund raised $12,989 through the
generosity of the congregation and the
faithfulness of camper's families.
18 individuals attended the annual
Adventurous Christians Retreat in
Winter 2018.

CHIC (Covenant High In Christ) is our denomination's triennial youth
conference in Knoxville, Tennessee. Over 5,000 Covenant senior highers
and adult volunteers gather at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville for
five life-changing days. 24 youth and 4 adult leaders attended CHIC - a
high investment of time and resources! Fundraising happened throughout
the year, including our CHIC Auction in April 2018. Over 100 auction
items, from selling bread to a private lake home, were sold, raising over
$8,500.
CHIC started with a bit of a bump with our bus breaking down on the 24
hour road trip to Tennessee, but we eventually arrived safe and sound.
When we were there, the speakers, music, basecamps, and so much
more awed all of us. The basecamps (daily gatherings of about 1,500
attendees) instilled a sense of conviction for justice for people in the
margins. A student even decided to recommit her life to Christ. Our
students are continuing to build relationships with each other and
leaders. The amount of love that was showed was amazing. Thank you to
all that have supported us in this time.
Looking Ahead...plans for 2019's Senior High Trip are being made!

Confirmation
Our Confirmation class made their
way through the New Testament
and church history this year. The
Confirmation Trek included projects
featuring presentations, song, and
creative reflection as our
confirmands confirmed their faith.

Looking Ahead...as part of Kate Makosky's Doctor of Ministry work,
our focus on the Old Testamnt will be expanded beyond our traditional
curriculum to better address the tough questions our Confirmands bring
to the journey.
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COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN,
YOUTH & FAMILIES
Looking Ahead...at resourcing volunteers and parents
Partner Highlight: Traverse Counseling
Each year Children, Youth and Family Ministries work
to provide our volunteers with training. In Fall of 2018
FCC is partnering with Traverse Counseling and
Consulting to provide our volunteers with training on
how to lead kids, teens and family systems
experiencing anxiety by staying in their role, setting
good boundaries and avoiding some of the pitfalls
that may reinforce anxious behaviors. According to
the National Institute of Mental Health, over 31% of
adolescents experience some form of anxiety that
can impair their daily activity and cause anxiety within
their families.
Recharge
January of 2019 FCC Children, Youth and Family
Ministry volunteers will attend Recharge - a one day,
multi-denominational children's and youth ministry
conference that inspires and equips staff and
volunteers as we share our faith and serve our
community.

Parent Ministry Online
First Covenant Church of Saint Paul and Family Values
for Life are thrilled to partner with our parents and
caregivers, by offering an online parenting class each
month. We’ve taken the time to figure out REAL issues
families are dealing with at the elementary age level and
packaged some great resources in regard to those. Our
hope is that these will help on their parenting journey.
Their voice of influence is the loudest in the life of their
child, and we see these classes as a great way to be
their biggest cheerleader. Each month they will receive
encouragement and truth in the form of videos, articles,
and messages via email.
We chose to do this over email instead of having parents
show up at a event because we all have busy schedules.
Now parents can receive encouragement in their
pajamas if they would like.
Parent Ministry Online is rolling out in stages, starting
with our families who have children, ages toddlers Kindergarten. On September 16th, these families will
receive an email with the content for the first class “Overcoming Separation Anxiety.”
Then on October 1, Parent Ministry Online will roll out to
all our families with children and youth from toddlers
through grade 12.
We also plan to tweet encouragement to parents each
week, so follow Big G’s Neighborhood on Twitter:
@FirstCovKids

Our Broadway Musical ministries with children, youth, and adults
bridge the gap between our values of Commitment to Children,
Youth, and Adults and Community Transformation.
2018's musical featured youth in 7th - 12th grades from the First
Covenant community, Family Values for Life, Farnsworth Aerospace
School (Upper Campus), and Johnson Senior High School. This
amazingly diverse cast representing over 20 different schools, and came
together in a magical way making every performance come alive! The
new Assistant Principal at FAS, Gene Ward, commented that he had a
"spiritual experience" watching the show. The set and the costumes
were at their best, thanks to Jason Huso, Jim Zupfer and Jeannine
Nordlund.
The “Reach for the Stars” fund helps cover the cost of the production.
Funds raised at Broadway Dinner Night and Beauty and the Beast
raised over $8,000 which covered two-thirds of the total production cost.
Looking Ahead...Our 1st-6th grade musical is Disney’s The Little
Mermaid Jr. From classic literature to the Academy Award-winning film
and Broadway musical, Ariel’s undersea journey is a beautiful story for
all ages. We are excited to see it come alive in Winter 2019!
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COMMUNITY
TRANSFORMATION
Partner Highlight: Family Values for Life
There have been major staffing changes with our
partners! Shateka Flowers has come on board as
Executive Director. Alfreda Flowers will continue on as
Family Values for Life's Ambassador.
Chrissy Thomas continued to serve
as the After School Program
Coordinator in the 2017-2018
program year - a position and a
program shared by First Covenant and Family Values!
New this year was theater and vocal coaching by Benni
Gilmore and Lionus Lo to support youth preparing for
participation in the musical. Participants built confidence
and enthusiasm during this time.

First Covenant's Key Partners
Contender for the Faith Church
Family Values for Life
Jonathan Houre (see pg 9)
La Viña Iglesia and Fruit of the Vine Food Shelf
Loaves and Fishes (see pg 9)
Roots Covenant Church
Roots welcomed their new pastor, T.C. Moore, in Winter 2018

local schools

Farnsworth Aerospace Magnet Schools
-Lower Campus (PreK-4)
-Upper Campus (5-8)
Johnson Senior High School (9-12)

Partner Highlight: LaViña Iglesia
In October, FCC welcomed a new partner
congregation worshipping in our building on
Saturday nights, LaViña Iglesia Saint Paul.
LaViña is one of a group of spanish speaking
congregations affiliated with The Vineyard
Christian Fellowship. Along with LaViña came
the Fruit of the Vine food shelf ministry,
distributing nutritious free food to 50-60 families
per week on Saturday mornings right here at
First Covenant Church.
LaViña and Fruit
of the VineOur
hosted
monthly
Partners
In Sharing
Space

free produce distributions on Friday afternoons
in the summer and fall in the parking lot.

Other Partners in Sharing Our Space
Alcoholics Anonymous
Community Bible Study
Followers of Christ Hmong Baptist Church
Minnesota Sinfonia
The Haitian Christian Fellowship
Urban Roots

Musicals Making A Difference At School

Broadway Dinner Night

In February it was unclear if the Saint Paul Public School
teachers would be going on strike. In the midst of
negotiations, First Covenant received an inquiry about
being a warming house for the striking teachers. In a
follow up phone call, Micheal Thompson (the Johnson
High School principal) and said that we are good partners
and expressed thanks in being in partnership with us.

Broadway Dinner Night is a night of entertainment
featuring dinner with entertainment provided by
members of our church singing favorite Broadway
tunes. This event is an outreach event as well as a
fund-raising event to help cover the costs of our
musicals with our partner Family Values for Life,
Farnsworth Aerospace School and Johnson HS.
Every year we incorporate something new that
makes this event more special.

In March, Richard Voth was invited to coach five students
at JHS who were preparing for solo vocal regional contest.
The invitation came from a new cast member in Beauty
and the Beast, Lydia Lindstrom, freshman student at JHS
and the Choir Director at JHS, Teresa Westcott. Lydia let
Richard know on the following Sunday how helpful the
coaching had been for all of them. Richard expressed that
this was an enriching experience both for the students as
well as for himself.

In 2017 Broadway Dinner Night included 17 singers
of all ages, 6 pianists, plus the incorporation of a
band to accompany the singers made up of flute,
soprano and tenor sax, trumpet, trombone, guitar,
bass and drums.

Building bridges with key partners and cultures to bring about
spiritual, physical, emotional and economic well-being.
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COMMUNITY
TRANSFORMATION
Partner Highlight: Jonathan House
Displaced people are forced to flee after disaster strikes (war, famine, corrupt government). and they will often cross
international borders in search of help. At this point they are considered asylum seekers and their claim for
protection must be evaluated. If their case is approved, they will receive refugee status. If their case is rejected, they
may be ordered to leave or be deported to their country of origin.
First Covenant Church has partnered with International Association for Refugees to make the house on the church
property a home for asylum seekers. Currently three men from Palestine, Liberia and Lebanon are living at
Jonathan House while they establish themselves with the goal of finding a place of their own.
Our church family has the opportunity to get to know the Jonathan House residents and to provide support for them.
Specific needs currently are: a middle-aged male to be an English conversation partner to one of the residents;
someone to assist with job searches and resumes. You can also meet the residents and other sponsors at their
home next to First Covenant on the third Saturday of the month from 10-11:30 for a community potluck brunch.
We have committed to provide cleaning and hygiene supplies for the residents. There will be a list available at the
welcome center periodically where you can sign up to provide items. This is an important piece in our support for
the residents. Another asylum house will be opening at St. Stephanus Lutheran Church in St. Paul in October. A
fundraiser breakfast will be held October 9th at that church.

Praying and Blessing at the opening
of Jonathan House

Loaves and Fishes
Loaves and Fishes provided FCC and
FVFL with healthy and nutritious snacks
and dinners. We are blessed to have
another church who has been partnering
with us and serving at FCC on
Wednesday nights along with our own
team of 15 folks from FCC. Loaves and
Fishes provided food for the following
activities
Snacks during the After School Program
and Dinner for evening programming on
Wednesdays
(Sept 2017 - May 2018)
Snacks & Dinner for Hero Training Camp
(June 2018)
Snacks & Dinner for Clyde Turner
Basketball Camp (July 2018)
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Gathering for a community meal

Celebrating Gabriel Wilson's birthday

Volunteers served 2876 Wednesday meals between September - May.

GENUINE RECONCILING
RELATIONSHIPS
Love Mercy Do Justice

Love Mercy Do Justice functions as a hub of people and resources to live out the commandment of
Micah 6:8 to "act justly and love mercy, and to talk humbly with your God."

In Fall 2017, 85 First Covenanters took the
IDI (Intercultural Development Inventory).
30 of those met with Pastor Paul for
individual consulting sessions. The IDI seeks to help
communities and individuals gauge their place in growing
interculturally and provides some tools for continued growth.
Following the IDI initiative, Pastor Paul met with LMDJ to
consult on how to best grow in our intercultural competency
as a community.
Checking In On:
IDI and Pastor Paul

Members of First Covenant attended
the movie Same Kind of Different As Me
on their own, not sponsored with LMDJ. We
continue to look for opportunities to grow in relationships with
our In It Together partners in the future.
Checking In On:
Same Kind of
Different As Me

Communication issues abounded with the
ECC coordinators of this trip! From
changing dates to lost reservations, we
were not able to attend the Sankofa Journeys this year. LMDJ
is sponsoring two members from the IIT team to attend in Fall
2018, and continues to plan for a day where FCC can more
fully participate in this initiative.
Checking In On:
ECC Sponsored
Sankofa Trip

Looking Ahead...In It Together (IIT)
Dinner, Prayer Walk, and Sinfonia
Concert! Friday, October 26.
This fall we will be challenged to consider
the "least of these" in the week-long
Matthew 25 Challenge sponsored by the
Global Missions Team. We conclude the
Matthew 25 Challenge with our In It
Together partners: Contender for the Faith
Church and Family Values for Life, as we
walk, pray for the "least of these" locally
and globally, and share a simple meal
together. All are invited to stay for the
Minnesota Sinfonia Concert, held at First
Covenant, following the prayer walk.

Gender and Sexuality Resource Team
The Gender and Sexuality Resource Team functions to help FCC talk about gender and sexuality as they relate to
the church by gathering resources that deepen our understanding of the Bible, the Evangelical Covenant Church,
and today's culture.
On June 24th, Rev. Doug Bixby preached in the worship service following up from the Evangelical Covenant
Church's Annual Meeting in Minneapolis. Gender and Sexuality was a prominent topic at this gathering, and Rev.
Bixby brought his tool called "A PROPOSED WAY FORWARD: The 4 Corners (Depolarization)" as a helpful
framework to understand how to remain in dialogue and community in this conversation area.
Rev. Bixby challenged us to move away from corners that polarize the church - causing rifts and divisions. From
"Corner 1" that completely excludes gay people from church community, to "Corner 2" the traditional (yet
unhelpful) evangelical approach of "hate the sin; love the sinner," and "Corner 4" described as fully open and
affirming - we were challenged to embrace a "Corner 3" approach. "Corner 3" seeks to be a Level Playing Field
where we as Christ followers acknowledge the complexity of these issues around sexual orientation and feel
remorse about the way gay, lesbian, and transgendered people have been treated by the Church
historically. Thus, Corner 3 churches strive to repent in this regard, as we week to see gay and lesbian people as
God sees us all, as beloved and broken children of God.
Looking Ahead...the conversation continues in our denomination and in our congregation. Check out
opportunities planned for this fall to grow in our capacity to love one another.

Love each other as God loves us, living into the truth that in
Christ all are reconciled.
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MISSIONAL OUTLOOK
Missional Giving
and Awareness Building

Local and Global Missions

In 2017-2018 we provided monetary and/or
material support above and beyond budget to
support the following missions and ministries.
First Covenant Programs
Benevolent Fund
Clyde Turner Basketball
Camp
Every Kid To Camp

Giving Christmas
Away 2.0
Hero Training Camp
The After School
Program

Global Missions
Covenant World Relief

Local Missions
Evangelical
Covenant Church
$3014.17 was received for
CWR this year!
Family Values for Life
Minnehaha Academy
Paul Carlson Partnership
Northwest
(DR of the Congo)
Conference
Team World Vision
(DR of the Congo)
our missionary partners
(see right)

Checking In On:
Giving Christmas
Away 2.0

Giving Christmas Away
became Giving Christmas
Away 2.0!

We grew in our partnerships: we partnered with Family
Values for Life, Farnsworth Upper and Lower, Johnson
High School and Johnson’s ROTC program. Gifts were
collected by a local YMCA. We discovered that we had
a lot to learn about working with partners through this
growth.
We grew in our implementation: FCC hosted a
shopping center where parents had the opportunities
to "shop" for items and pick up items purchased for
them.
What was the same: FCC members still had the
opportunity to pick an ornament off a tree and shop for
a child in need of a present. We had the opportunity to
reach over 80 different children and youth this year.
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Checking In On:
Our Missionary
Partners
Karl and Sue Peterson continued on in their home
assignment for a second year. They anticipate
returning to Mexico City with their son Jonathan at
the beginning of Fall 2018 with renewed ministry with
the ECC of Mexico.
The Como Family departed for a new mission field
in Honduras in September 2017. They serve at the
Hospital Loma De Luz.
The Bryant Family departed for ministry in
Paraguay in Winter 2018. They are currently in
language school learning the native
language Guarani.
Gary and Pauline Carlson continue to serve in
Japan.
Looking Ahead...Ron and Janet Ziegelbaur will be
with us on November 4 to update us on their work at
the Rain Forest School in Cameroon.

Did You Know...
The phenomenal growth that is happening in the
Evangelical Covenant Church of South Sudan and
Ethiopia (ECCSSE) is astounding. With a total of 391
congregations and attendance of 35,923 members, the
ECCSSE currently hosts the second largest population of
Evangelical Covenant Church members in the Africa
region, second only to the church in the DR Congo. And
yet, the ECCSSE has only 64 ordained pastors. The
growth in South Sudan is happening through a church
made up of refugees who live faithfully amid unrest,
conflict, and violence.
It is clear to their leaders that more pastors need to be
equipped and trained. In an effort to make Bible training
accessible and affordable, the executive board of the
ECCSSE voted unanimously to open its own Bible school
that would offer a two-year certificate program to provide
this training. The school was named after Jerry Rice, a
First Covenant member, who helped to start the work
of ECCSSE in South Sudan.

Continuing our legacy as mission friends
and mobilizing people to serve locally and globally.

MISSIONAL OUTLOOK
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
Global Missions and the DRC
October 2017: Jill DeGaetano, Madison
DeGaetano, Diane Carlson, and Kevin
Flanagan all participated on Team World
Vision running the Twin Cities Marathon
raising awareness and funds to provide
clean water in Africa.
First Covenant continues to financially
support the Bobangala Clinic through our 5year commitment with the Paul Carlson
Partnership.
Looking Ahead...First Covenant continues
to run, walk, and wheel to support our
brothers and sisters in the DRC.

The Legacy of Laurence Nelson
In May 2018 First Covenant Church served as a host site for the Team World Vision Global 6K For Water
- a 6K walk around the neighborhood of the church to raise awareness and funds for the clean water
crisis in the Congo. The team raised $4,612. Christine Tharseo volunteered to serve as the Team Captain
for this event. In her reflections to the Covenant Kids Congo blog, Christine shared the following:
"During worship one Sunday, a few weeks before the
race, our pastor was promoting the TWV 6K and
emphasizing how all ages can participate. She
spontaneously called out to one of our senior adults
sitting in the front row in his wheelchair saying, “you,
Laurence, can do it”. Sure enough--he signed up to
“wheel” the 6K. We then learned he’d be turning 90
on May 30th, 11 days after the 6K. His 90th birthday
became an incentive for extended family and friends
to donate to TWV and Laurence became our top
fundraiser.
We were a little over a week away from the 6K and I
was disappointed to be so far from our goal of 50
participants with only 25 registered. On the Sunday
before the 6K a flood of people signed up, and on
race day we had nearly 70 people registered ranging
in age from 2 months to 89 years and 354 days, from
a breadth of economic and ethnic backgrounds. New
relationships were formed that day, people sincerely
enjoyed being together for a cause bigger than
themselves and memories were made that will last for
years to come.

I am in awe of all God has done—not just in terms of
raising money for clean water in the Democratic Republic
of Congo. Serving as team coordinator has caused me to
reflect on all God’s been doing in my own life. If you
would have told me two years ago I’d be serving in this
capacity, there’s absolutely no way I'd have believed it.
I am reminded of one of my favorite quotes “Just because
it's not what you were expecting, doesn't mean it's not
everything you've been waiting for”. I was never
expecting to be a race coordinator but turns out it was
everything I was waiting for. At a time when our country
and denomination are so divided it was especially
heartwarming to see us all come together because we
really are better together.
There’s one more piece to this story. On May 30th,
Laurence Nelson, our oldest team member unexpectedly
died--on his 90th birthday. He’d spent his entire life
running the race of faith and in his final days on this side
of eternity he became the inspiration to all of us who
participated in the 6K. And before he went Home, he
helped 14 people get clean water for life! What a way to
go!"

Laurence's impact on the mission of Covenant Kids Congo doesn't end there.
Following the TWV 6K, additional memorial gifts were given by friends and family to Covenant Kids
Congo in Laurence's honor, totaling over $10,000, to support the transformational work being done in
Gemena--all because Laurence said "yes". Thanks be to God!

12

VIBRANT WORSHIP
Vibrant Worship Photos
(clockwise from top
left corner)
Combined First Covenant
and the Haitian Christian
Fellowship worship teams
on Palm Sunday
Good Friday ethnic mass
Jazz Band performing at the
Christmas Eve Worship
Service
Afrizo choir from Daystar
leading singing and dancing
with youth at musical
rehearsal
Gospel Choir leading
worship with Steve Pittman
directing.
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service
Martin Luther King Weekend
Partner Worship Service

Checking In On...
The Sound System
Upgrade
Our Sound System Upgrade
(part 2) is complete! The sound
system in Upper Fellowship Hall
was upgraded. The amp went
from one output to nine and wall
mic and audio sockets were
added. Speakers in the hallway
in front of the Welcome Center
were reconnected and the
wireless hand-held and lapel
mics were upgraded.
Looking Ahead...2018-2019
Phase Three will have all the
sanctuary speakers replaced
with new speakers which will
allow us to hear the upgrade
made in Phase One.
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Checking In On...
The Good Friday
Concert Series

This year was the second of three Good Friday Ethnic
Mass Concert Series. As we continue in this journey of
becoming an intercultural church, we want to experience
various cultures through their own musical styles.

2018 featured the Misa Criolla by Ariel Ramirez, an Argentine composer who used
the melodies and rhythms of traditional Hispanic music for this mass. We were
privileged to have the Vena family musicians from Argentina playing the indigenous
instruments as well as singing the solo parts.
Looking Ahead...the 2019 Good Friday Concert will end the concert series with an
African Mass by Boniface Mganga, Missa Luba, based on Kenyan and Congolese
music styles.

Rich in many traditions and creativity, gathering for
life-giving worship that brings glory to God.

INVESTING IN OUR
RESOURCES
Buildings & Grounds
Checking In On...
Parsonage
Updates
During the program year 2016-17
the Buildings and Grounds Team,
under the leadership of Chair Bob
Johnson, oversaw the much
needed remodeling of the
parsonage aided by hours of hard
work by a variety of FCC
volunteers. Little did we know that
soon after the remodeling was
completed, the parsonage would
become the home of the Jonathan
House. Our own Gabriel Wilson
became one of the first residents.
For more about Jonathan House
see page 9.
Cleaning and Weeding
Buildings and Grounds sponsored
a Fall and a Spring church cleanup
day. Approximately 20 volunteers
participated each of these days
helping to keep our building
looking its best.
In July, Pam Feske led teams of
volunteers weeding and gardening
over four days, enhancing the look
of the grounds around FCC.
Lift Purchase
In response to a priority set in one
of our congregational forums, in
February we purchased a lift that
can raise a person 20 feet in the
air on a safe, stable platform to
accomplish tasks like replacing
light bulbs in the sanctuary and a
variety of tasks necessary for the
musicals. Renting a lift usually
costs about $400/day. While the
cost of the lift was a little over
$5,000, we estimate our new lift
has almost paid for itself in rental
savings in less than a year.

2018: The Summer of
Construction Projects
We took on three important projects
to improve the campus of FCC, and
help facilitate the ministries of the
church.
In February, a significant leak
appeared in the roof over the
Welcome Center starting us on a
journey. Knowing that we had to
repair the roof, we began
negotiations with National Covenant
Properties to borrow money to do
this. In the meantime, again in
response to a priority established in
a congregational forum, we had
earmarked a bequest dedicated to
capital improvements to remodel
the Upper Fellowship Hall
Kitchen. However, the bequest
amount was not enough to actually
complete the project.
At the same time, we were aware
that our parking lot had not come
through the Winter well, and was in
terrible shape. The Ministry Team,
Leadership Team, and our church
treasurer, Jim Bain, put our heads
together to negotiate a plan with
NCP to fund all three projects, but to
also refinance our two existing
mortgage loans which will leave us
with one, comprehensive loan, and
reduce our current mortgage
payments by $2000 per month!
Special thanks to the kitchen
remodel team (Pastor Tom
Cameron, Barb Johnson, Bob
Johnson, and Corrine Pearson) for
their work to make this dream a
reality!
Gladys Johnson Bequest
In the Spring, we received a bequest
from Gladys Johnson through the
Covenant Trust Company. In the
trust document, Gladys had
designated this bequest to be used
to pay down the first mortgage on
the church property. This was done
at the beginning of the Summer.

IT & Technology
This team has been working
behind the scenes throughout
the year upgrading FCC's
technology - helping to make
things run more efficiently - for
ministry team, FCC partners
and friends on a daily basis.
Checking In On...
Technology Updates:
Key Cards

In September, we did a full
upgrade on the security door
lock for the main entrance,
replacing our antiquated lock,
software, and key cards with an
up-to-date, state of the art
system.
Additionally, four ministry team
members are receiving
laptops.
Looking Ahead...plans are
forming for a new server to be
built allowing greater speed and
functionality.

Communication
Checking In On...
An Updated
Website

In the Summer we signed a
contract to begin a complete
overhaul and upgrade of the
church's website, under
leadership of Kate Makosky.
Looking Ahead...with Kate's
focused hours on
communication, we expect to
be presenting a new face to the
public by the end of 2018!
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OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Transitions Within Our Ministry Team
Lora Murtha joined our children and family team
in February 2018 as nursery coordinator,
bringing energy, organization and excitement to
the care for our littlest ones.
Kate Makosky returned from her maternity
leave in July with her sole focus as minister of
communication, going from 32 hrs to 20hrs/wk.
Audra Field returned from her maternity leave
at the end of May, continuing in her role as
director of administration, going from 20 hrs to
16 hrs/wk.
Addin Vang completed his first year as
Associate Minister of Youth, Families, and
Worship, and will transition in September into
full time ministry as associate minister to youth
and families.
We are grateful to Jim Bain for his faithful and
competent coverage as interim bookkeeper as
we seek to hire a bookkeeper, 8 hrs/wk, this
fall.
This summer has brought great transition within
the worship and arts team:
Pat Kohnen suffered a serious stroke in May.
We are grateful for the many talented musicians
who have served as accompanists during this
season of rehabilitation and recovery for Pat, a
gifted and beloved member of our ministry team
and congregation. We will begin a search for a
new organist/accompanist this fall.
Steve Pittman resigned as our gospel choir
director in August.
With Addin assuming full time responsibilities
within our youth ministry, we are pleased that
Ellen Jacobson will step in as Worship
Assistant for 10 hours per week.
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Looking Ahead...To Pastor Anne's
Sabbatical in Winter 2019
The word "sabbatical" derives from the
Biblical sabbath, which speaks to rest after a
week of toil. Being a full-time pastor is a
demanding vocation. The pastor is seemingly
always on call, subject to being interrupted in
any other activity with the spiritual needs or
crises of the church and its members. Even a
gifted, dedicated, high-functioning pastor can
become spiritually depleted and exhausted
over time, losing themselves in the demands
of caring for their flock. Pastors are, after all,
only human, yet their job performance
depends on a strong, vibrant spiritual life.
Sabbaticals allow full-time pastors to unplug
from the daily demands of ministry, and
provide an opportunity for rest, reflection and
a refocusing on their inner lives with God.
FCC seeks to offer to full time senior pastoral
and ministry team members who have been
employed by FCC for at least 10 consecutive
years and every 7 consecutive years after
that a one month sabbatical, with the
possibility of adding an additional two weeks
of PTO to this time away to create a six week
sabbatical. Thanks to the generosity of
donors within our congregation who recognize
the value of supporting and caring for our
ministry team members, Pastor Anne is taking
a funded sabbatical this winter (January 7 February 18), in her seventeenth year as our
senior pastor. This is the third sabbatical
we've been able to fund for our ministry team
members, over the past four years, thanks to
these donors' commitment to caring for our
ministry team.
The leadership is committed to ensuring this
be a time of rest and renewal for our senior
pastor and is committed to creating a plan for
pastoral and preaching coverage during her
absence to ensure she can truly step away
from pastoral duties for these six weeks, in
hopes she will return refreshed and ready for
the next season of ministry before us.

